




ADVERTISING SHEET 


OF 

THE CABINET CYCLOPEDIA. 


THIS 11A.Y IS PUBLISHED^ PART THE FIRST, .OP 

A DICTIONARY 

OF THE 

ARCHITECTURE AND ARCHEOLOGY 

OF 

THE MIDDLE AGES; 

Incliuling the Words used by Old and Modern Authors, in treating of 
ARCHITEC'rURAL and other ANTIQUITIES : 

WITH 

ETYMOLOGY, DEFINITION, DESCRIPTION, AND HISTORICAL 
ELUClDifflON. 

ALSO, 

3St0jp:a$^icaI of ^tuirnt 

Illustrated by numerous Enoravinos, by J, Le Keux, of all the 
Members and Varieties of Christian Architecture. 

BY JOHN BRITTON, F.S.A., 

And Member {\f other Societiee, both Foreign and English. 

What toyle hatli been taken as no man tbiuketh, so no man believeth, bui 
lie that lialli made the triall."— An#; Wood. 

The Work, of which the first portion is now submitted to the reader, has 
long been regarded as a desideratum in Literature, and has often been 
atixionBly inquired for, both by profeBsioiial and amateur readers. It has been 
progressively formine for the last twenty-five years, during which period the 
Author has assicluousTy devoted his mind towards eLucidating the History, am 
illustrating the ''Architectural and Cathedral Antiquities of England.*’ Ht 
ina^ therefore lay claim to some experience in the study; and his literal^ and 
embellished works will fully shew^ that he has not been an idle or careless 
labourer in the vineyard of Archaeology.— Precision in language is poly attninecT 
by slow advances ; and, until a correit Lexicon in Architecture be ^oermed, 
and generally, if not universally recognised, writers will be likely to nii^both 
inaccurate and inappo^te terms. A cursory perusal of any one Treattse <m the 
Architecture of the Middle Ages, will verify these assertions. Reference lb the 
various Encyclopfedias and other Dictionaries, will farther shew the want of a 
work expressly devofed to this subject. The Author therefore ventures to offer 
one which be has sedulously endeav,oured to render superior to every fro. 
ceding publication* of the kind; and in which many words, with definitions, 
etymologies, and descriptions will be fbund, which do not occur in any other 
Dlctionaiy. 

It Is calculated that the Work will be completed in Four Farts, or Numbers 
— Price 12s. each, royal Bvo. ; medinm, 24s. ; and imperial, 81s. fid. Aa onl} 
a small number will be printed of the larger aizea, it is recommended ftat 
early application be made, to prevent disappointment. 

Ten Copies ok printed, taith Proqfe iff the Plates worked on Mia 
paper qf the largest dge, at 2l. lOs. per Number. 

London : Published by the Author, Barton Street; Longman, Rees, Qime, 
Brown, St Green, Paternoster Row ; and J. Lo Ketth, Fenton Place. 
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THE ADVEKTISEMJINT SHEET OF 


Preparing for Puhlicaiion, 

THE CABINET L 1 B R A K Y. 

CONIII'CTUD BY THE REV. DIONYSIUS LARDNER, I/L.D. F.R S. Ac. 

ASSISTED BY EMINENT MTERABY AND SCIENTIFIC MEN 
Td bo published in Monthly Volumes, small 8vo. price 5s. embrllishcii. 


In announcing for publication another Monthly Seriesj siinilav 
in external appearance to the Cabinet CYCLor^EDiA, it will be 
expected that the Publisliers should explain the different objects 
which they have in view in tbe,se two works, and shew that 
neither is intended to interfere u'itli or to entrench upon 
the other, 

Tlic object of llic Cabinet CYiLOPAiiHA is to form a systematic voik, 
including) within modL'rato and definite limits, every subject of utility anil 
interest in the rirrle of human knowledge. A propoition will be obseivnl 
amnng its several divisions, and each subject will be treated, as nearly as pus- 
Bible, with that degree of detail towdiicb its geneial importance and its relation 
to the other parts of the Cyclopa'dia entitle it. B> this arrangement it is hoped 
that the Cabinet Cvceopajdia will form a valuable Libiary of refei ence, siip 
plying all that is expected in a Cyclopiedia, while the peruliar plan of publi- 
cation will sustain a continued interest during the piogiessivc appearance of 
the volumes, and thus stimulate and gratify the appulile for useful infonnation 

It has been found, however, that besides the subjects, miineiDUs and impoi' 
tant as they are, whirh such a plan embraces, others have, from lime to time, 
presented theinsclvcB, possessing considerable claims to attention, and requiring 
to be treated with a diffcicnt degicc of detail. Amongst these may be men- 
tioned Personal Memoirs, detached Historical Pieces, and Voyages and Travels. 
These subjects, and others, frequently leceive an immediate and powerful 
interest from their relation to passing event*, and the Public not only require 
to be informed concerning them, but ought to gel that information at the time 
when they most need it. 

Willi a view, therefoio, to open a field for surh u.seful and interesting subjects, 
the Proprietors of the Cabinet CvcLOPyEDiA have determined on publishing— 
&t an equally iheap rate, and in the .same form--H Companion to that work, 
uader the title of The Cabinet Libh^ry. By this means, without disturbing 
the plan or arrangement ol’ the Cyclopedia, ilit-y liope to enable the Subscribei s 
to enlarge their rollertiim to any extent that may be'desiicd, and to ofter to the 
Public In general, a Series of u.*eful and entertaining Volumes at an unusually 
niodcralc price, 

The Volumes of the Cabinet Library will be supplied by the same class 
of Literary Contributors as those of the Cabinet CYcj.DPiCDiA, and it is 
Imped that the embelliBhmcnts and typographical qualities of the work will not 
be inferior to those of any similar publication of the presi nt day. 

VOLUMES IN PREPARATION. 

1. The Military Memoirs of Arthur, Duke of Wellington, 

2 Volnmes. 

II, The Life and Reign of George the Fourth, in 3 Volumes. 

III. A Bidqraphical Work. By Thomas Moore, E.sq. 

i.ondon : 

Piinleil for Longin.iii and Co., and John Taylor, Upper Gnwor Street. 



DU. LARDNUR’S cabinet CYCLOPiEDIA. 


SCHOOL BOOKS, 

PRENTBD FOR 

JOHN TAYLOH, 

Booksr iler ahil Publisher to the Uni- 
versity of London, 30, Upper Gower- 
Slrecl. 

JACOTOT'S SYSTEM. 

AN ACCOUNT of JACO- 
TUTS'S METHOD of UNIVERSAL 
INSTRUCTION. By B. Uoknelius, 
Principal of the PestaloKZiau School 
Hi Epaum. FtJulscap 8vo, ’is. 

DARLEY’S SCIENTIFIC 
LIBRARY, 

I’OK THE USE OF SCHOOLS, PRIVATE 
STUDENTS, artists, AND 
MECHANICS. 

A SYSTEM OF POPULAR 

GEOMETRY, containing in a few 
Lessons so luiicli of the Elements of 
Kuclirt as is necessary and sutticieiu 
for a right unrlei standing of evciy Art 
and Science in its leading Truths and 
general Principles. Bl Georbe Uah 
LEY, A.B. 2rl edit. 4a. fid. hds. 

COMPANION TO THE PO- 
PULAR GEOMETRY, in which the 
Elements of Abstract Science are fa- 
iniliari^ied, illustrated, and rendered 
practiLally uactul to the vaiious Pur- 
poses of Lite: with nuineious Guts, 
4s, [)d, boards. 

A SYSTEM OF POPULAR 

ALGEBRA, with a Section on Pro- 
pnrtions and Progressions. 2d edit. 
4s. Gd. bds. 

A SYSTEM OF POPULAR 

TRIGONOMETRY, with Logarithms, 
and the Application of Algebra to Geo- 
nictiy. 3 b. dd. bds. 

“ For Students who only seek this 
limited knowledge of these Sciences, 
there are perliaps no Treatises which 
can be i ead with more arivanlage than 
Darley's Popular Geometry and Alge- 
bra."— £i&ra.ry of Useful Knowledge, 
Article " Mechanics'* 

By the tame Author, 

FAMILIAR ASTRONOMY. ! 

I2inn. with niunennis Eiigiavings. ' 
7s. fkl, cloth. 


LATIN VERSIFICATION. 

SELECT PORTIONS 0 

SACRED HISTORY, conveyed 
Sense for Latin Verses, intendi 
chiefly tor the use of Schools. By th 
Rev. F. Hoddson, M.A. l2ino. 3s. tkf 
hound. 

EXCERPTA E TESTA 

MENTO VETERI. A Key to tli 
above, royal Svo, 15s. 

PESTALOZZIAN SYSTEM. 

LESSONS ON OBJECTS 

given in .t pestalozzian suhool a 
Cheam, Surrey, In 12ino. 3s. dd. bdi 

LESSONS ON NUMBER, a 

given at a pestalozzian school, a 
Cheam, Surrey. In the Pi ess. 

*«* It is proposed to publish, froi 
time to lime, a nninbei ot treatises u 
a atiictly practical nature, embod 
in a taiiiiliar manner the priucipli 
Pestalozxi. Ttiey will be tlie lesult o 
many years' e a peri e nee — the coiructei 
and rc-correcteil editions of Lesaom 
actually given by diflerent iiidivi 
duals. 


COL. HAWKER ON SHOOTING 

SIXTH EDITION. 

This day is published, in Bvo. IGs. cloth 
Ixis. enlarged and improved, witli 3U 
Plates and Woodcuts, 

INSTRUCTIONS to YOUNG 

SPORTSMEN in all that relates to 
Guns and Shiioiing; Difference be 
tween the Flint and Percussion Sys 
tcni ; Preservation of Game; Get 
ting Access to all Kinds uf Birds ; 
Specific Directions, with new Appa 
ralus, for Wild Fowl Shooting, 
both on the Coast and in Fresh W ater ; 
New Uirection.s for Trout Fibhinq; 
and Advice to the Young Sportainan 
on other Subjects, By Lieut.-Col. P. 
Hawker. 

= Col, Hawker is one of the best 
shots in England, and hlfl * Instrac- 
ions to Sportsmen ’ the very best book 
wc have on the subject." — Black’ 
wood’s Mag. August, 183D, 

Printed for Longman, Rees, Ormp, 
Brown, and Green, London. 
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Publishing in Single VulumeB, pncket size, price 3 b, 6(1. each in extra 
Canvas boards, 

BIBLIOTHEQUE PORTATIVE DES DAMES, 

Ou CollecUon (lea mellleura Ouvragea Franfiais du Dix-neiivi^me Si^cle ; dirigi^e 
Par M. Db Rouillon. 

This Work will be divided into Six Scries; — 1st. Essayists and Moral- 
ists, &c. and. History, Biography, Memoirs, &c. 3rd. Dramatic 
Works, 4th, Kovels, Tales, &c, 5th. Poetry. 6th. Miscellanies, 
Literary History, &c. 

Vol. I. of the Third Series is Published. Vol. 1. of (he First Series is. 
nearly ready. 

conditions : 

One Volume of each Series will appear successively. 

Each Volume will cont.-iin about 350 pages. 

Each Work -will be preceded by a Biograplilcal and Literary Sketch of the 
Author, with the different Criticisms which nave been made on the Work. 

Each Volume may be had separately, without subscribing for the remaining 
volumes of the Series, or even for the Work to which the volume may belong. 

The paperj 
Volume of t1 

by the Public, = c 

particularly by thuse to whom the care of Education is committed. 

London: Longm.an, Rees, Orme, Brown, & Green; and John Stacy, 
Old Hayinarket, Norwich, 


THIS DAY IS PDBLISUEU, 

In 4to., price ll. 11s. Od, ; or, large 
paper, 21. 128. 6d.,bd8., Part VI. of 

ILLUSTRATIONS of ORNI- 
THOLOGY. By Sir Wm. Jardine, 
Bart., F.R.S.E. F.L.S. M.W.S., &c. ; 
and Pridkaux John Selby, Esq., 
F.R.S.E. F.L.S. M.W.S., &c. 

A Part, containing from Fifteen to 
Tweni^ Plates, on which will be figured 
from Twenty to Thirty Species, acen- 
ratcly Coloured from Nature, will be 
published every Three or Four Months. 

and 

izars, 

. , „ , and 

W, Curry, Jon., & Co., Dublin 

Shortly will be published, in foolscap 
8vo., with Plates, 

A MANUAL OF the LAND 
AND FRESHWATER SHELLS 
hitherto discovered in Great Bri- 
tain : Arranged according to the Sys- 
tem of Drapernaud, Brand, De 
Lamatok, and the more Modern Au* 
thorities. The Characters and Detcrip- 
tioos wholly drawn up from the most 
perfect Specimens in the cabinet of the 
Author, w-Turton. 

Printing for Longman, Rees, Orme, 
Brown, & Green. 


LAWRENCE ON THE HORSE. 

Just Published, in One Volume, 12rno. | 
price 8s. 

THE HOBSE IN ALL HIS 

VARIETIES AND USES; his Breed- 
ing, Rearing, and Management, whe- 
ther in Labour or Rest : with Rules, 
occasionally interspersed, for liis Pre- 
servation from Disease. By John 
Lawrence, Author of " A Philusophi- 
cal and Practical Treatise on Horses," 

" The History of the Horse," 4kc. 

"The volume before us seems de-1 
signed to be his last legacy: it con 
tains the cream and marrow of many 
a preceding volume; and we can con- 
fidently recommend it to the horae- 
man, as an amusing as well as instruc- 
tive work ; while the veterinary sur- 
geon will apply to it in the moment of 
relaxation, und, if it be not bis own 
fault, derive from it considerable in- 
formation." — Veterinarian, 

M. Arnold, Tavistock Street, Covent 
Garden : sold by Ijongman and 
Whittaker and Co,; Hunt and Om*. 
London ; and Oliver and Boyd, ‘ 
burgh. , , 




DR, LARDNER’S cabinet CYCLOPAIDIA. 


NEW WORKS 

PRINTED FOR 

LONGMAN, REES, ORME, BROWN, AND GREEN. 


THE EDINBURGH RE- 
VIEW; or, Critical Journal. 
No. 102. Price Ba. 

Contents : — Arl. J. Sartler’a Law 
of Population, and Disproof of Human 
Superfecuudity.— II. Monk’s I^ife of 
Di'. Richard Bentley, Master of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. — 111. Hare and 
Thirlwall’s Translation of Niebuhr’s 
Roni.an History.— IV. Lady RafHea* 
Life and Public Services of Sir Stam- 
foid Raffles. — V. Rise, Progress, and 
Decline of Commerce in Holland. — 
VI. Mrs. Gore’s ‘ Women as they Are, 
or tlic Manners of the Day.’ — Vll. 
.Sotheby's Specimens of a NewVersion 
of Homer, — VIII. Law Reform; Dis- 
tiict Courts.— IX. Randolph’s Me- 
moirs, Correspondence, and Private 
Papers of Thomas Jefferson, late Pre- 
sident of the United Stales.— X. 
Library of Useful Knowledge. — XI. 
Kennedy’s Origin and Affinities of the 
piincipul Languages of Asia and Eu- 
rope,— XII, The Ministry and the 
State of Parties.- Notice respecting 
Mr. Brougham’s Speech on Colonial 
Slavery. 

TRAVELS in RUSSIA, and 
A RESIDENCE at St. PETERS- 
BURGH AND ODESSA, in the 
YEARS 1827, 182(1; intended to give 
some Account of Russia as it is, and 
not as it 18 represented to be, Hct. &c. 
By Edward Moriun. M.B. Mem- 
ber of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
itc. &c. In 8vo 14s, bris, 

LITERARY RECOLLEC- 
TIONS. By the Rev, Richard 
Warner, F.A.S., Rector of Great 
ChalBeld, Wilts; &c. &c. In 2 voU. 
8vo., 11. Sa, boards. 

“The style Is remarkably forcible, 
chaste, and elegant," — Monthly Review. 

PLAIN INSTRUCTIONS to 
tECUTORS AND ADMINISTRA- 
pRS ; shewing the Duties and Re- 
ities incident to ihe due Per- 
a of their Trusts, &c. By John 
Y, lAte of the Legacy Duty 
t House, In 8vo. third 
. bds. 


A SYSTEM OF UNIVERSAL 

geography. By M. Malte 

Hr UN, Editor of the “Annali fl dof 
Voyages." Vol. Vlll., Part 1. Tb. (kl 

This Pait contains the Geography o 
Spain, Portugal, and part of France, 
The Work is now finished in the Ori- 
ginal ; but in order to render it a innrt 
complete System of Geography for the 
English reader, large additions will be 
made to tlie description of Great Bri- 
tain, which is now in progress, ami 
will be published in a few months. 

“ We think the translators of M 
Malte Brun’s Geograpliy liave done 
good service to the uiiblic, by render- 
ing so valuable a Woik accessible to 
the English reader." — J£dinb, Review, 
No. 07. 

“Influitelj^ supciior to any thing of 
its class wliich has ever appeared." — 
Lit. Gaz., No, 405. 

THE BARONY; a RO- 
MANCE. By Miss Anna Maria 
PuRTEH. InSvols. l‘2Lno. 11.7s. bds. 

“The descriptions are picturesque 
even to poetry ."—//if. Gazette. 

SIR ETHELBERT; or the 

Dissolution of Monasteries, A 
Romance. By the Author of “ Santu 
Sebastiaiin," “ The Romance of the 
Pyrenees," &c. &c. B voIb. l2ino. 
11. 4s. bds, 

TRADITIONS of PALES- 
TINE. Edited by Harriet Mar- 
tineau. In post 8vo, 0s. bds. 

THE CATHEDRAL ANTI- 
QUITIES OF ENGLAND. By John 
Britton, F.S.A. M.H.S.L. &c. &c. 
No. XLVIII. price 12s. medium 4tu, 
and II. Imperial 4to. 

This number, containing six En- 
gravings, forma the first of iTie History 
and Antiquities of Hereford Cathedral. 
No. II. will be pubiished in October 
next, and No. Lll., to complete the 
volume, in December. 

A limited miniber of copies is printed 
in super-ruyai folio, with Proofs, ni 
with Proofs and Etchings. 
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Tliin is piibliBlH i], in Bvo, price 129. 
cl util boa I’d .9. 

MATILDA, A TALE or the 
CRUSADES. A Poem, in Six Books. 
Hy Henry Ingram. 

Pnblishcfi by Longman, Rees, Orme, 
Bruwn, and Green 

This day is published. 

THE THREE HISTORIES, 

The Hiatoiy of an Enthusiast; — The 
History of a Nonchalant; — The His- 
tory of a Realigt. By Maria Jane 
Jewsuury. 1 vnl. crown Hvo. price 
Ds. bds. 

CHRONICLES of a 
SHOOLROOM. By Mrs. S C.Hall. 
1 vol. postSvi), price fis. bila. 

“ Again we give these volume, s our 
imqnaliliefl praise. Gazette. 

By the tame Author, 

SKETCHES OF IRISH CHA- 
RACTER. 2 vols. foolscap, price 12s. 

luirfids. 

NOTICES OF BRAZIL, in 

lS28-fl. With Original Maps and 
Views never before published, and 
many Illustrations. In 2 vols. 8vo. 
hound in cloth and lettered, price 
II. 14b. By the Rev. 11. Wai.sh, 
LL.l). M.R.I.A., &c. Author of 
“ Narrative of a Journey from Con- 
atantinople to England,” 

Dr. Walsh accompanied the late 
Extraordinary Eniba.H8y to Rio de Ja- 
neiro, as Chaplain, and \iBited several 
parts of the inteiior of the country 
during his residence in Brazil, parti- 
cularly (he mining districts. 

‘ Of lhl.s .superb work it is scarcely 
possible to give any just analysis. We 
can only say, in general terms, that it 
abounds with intelligent remarks, and 
contains a vast fund of valuable in- 
formation relative to this interesting 
portion of the globe.— /rnperia^ Mag. 

By the lame Author, 

AN ESSAY ON COINS, 

MEDALS, AND GEMS, as illustrating 
the Progress of Christianity in the 
Early Ages. Third edit, price Os. bds 
London : Printed for Frederick Westley 
and A. H. Davis, Stationers’ Hall 
Court. 


SUMMER EXCURSIONS, 

This dayi* nnblisherl, in a thick IBiiio 
volume, illustrated by 01 Views arirl 
Maps, price ISs. bound, 

THE GUIDE TO all tih 
WATERING AND SEA-BATHING 
PLACES, including the Scotch Wa- 
tering Places; containing full and 
accurate Di’scriptious uf each Place, 
and of the Cnnositiiia and striking Ob 
jects in the Environs; and forming an 
agreeabk and useful Companion dining 
a Residence at any of the Places, oi 
during a Summer Tour in quest id 
Health or Plcamire. With a Ueaerip 
tion of the Lake.s, and a Tour through 
Wales. 

A DESCRIPTION of tih 
SCENERY OF THE LAKES in the 
North of England. By W. Word,s- 
WORTH, Esq. At New Edition, with 
Additions, and a Map. Price 5s, Cd. 

Thf. ORIGINAL PICTURE 

OF LONDON, corn cted to the present 
time; with a Descriplinn of the Envi 
ron.s. Rc edited and mostly wiitten, 
by J, Britton, F.S.A. &c. In 18mo. 
with upwards of 100 Views of Public 
Buildings, and Maps, Plans, &c., of 
(he Melropulis and Suburbs, including 
a Map of the Country twenty miles 
round London, Os. With the Maps 
only, 6s. neatly bitunij. 

Printed for Longman, Rees, Oiiiic, 
Bruwn, and Green. 


This day is published, 

In flvo. with Plates and Portrait, price 
Os, 6d. bds. 

MEMOIRS of the late CAPT. 

HUGH CROW, of Liverpool; com- 
prising a Narrative of hie Life, toge- 
ther with Descriptive Sketches of the 
Western Coast of Africa, particoUik 
of Bonny, &c. : to which are addt'tt, 
Anecdotes and Observations, 
tive of the Negro Character, 

Printed for Longman, 

Brown, and Green, 

G. and J. RDbinjfr% 
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INSTRUCTIVE PRESENTS 

FOR YOUNG I>ERSON.S. 

PRINTRU FOR 

JOHN TAYLOll, 30, UPPER GOWER-STH EUI': 

AND IIUULSTUN AND SUN, 05, I'ATE UN USTl' R - IU> U' . 


NEW EDITIONS 

OF THE 

WORKS OF MRS. TAVLOR AND MISS JANE TAM. OH. 

OF ONOAH. 

L'NIIURMLY I’RIM’Fl) IN FOOLSCAP OCTAVO, WITH EI.F.LiANi' 

FRON nsl’l EL’ES, AND NEATLY UOL'NU IN CI.UI'H, 


MATERNAL SOLICITUDE 
for a DAIJJHTER S REST INTE- 
RESTS. By Mim, Tayluk. Tweli’tli 
Eilliloii, 5s. 

“ It is replutu with sDiind and r.-i- 
licnal piety, jiulicioua reinark, and right 
icoliii'J!,— fitlli, eighth, eleventh, 
and last two Essays may, perhaps, be 
referru'd lo as amongst the most iiite- 
rosling ; but all are cliaracterised by a 
genuine earnestness of desire to coii- 
iiibule to the welfare of the pcrwon ad- 
fli’essed, whicli gives tlicm a charm 
and a force that no writings* can pos- 
sess, llie sole objects of which have 
been eviilently either gain or glory.” — 
BriiUh Eeuien), Feb. IBIU. 


PRACTICAL HINTS tu 

YOUND FEMALES, mi the Duties 
of a Wife, a Mother, anil a Misiress ot 
a Family. By Mrs. Tayloh. Twelllli 
Edition, 5s. 


“ The duties of a wife, a mother, 
and a mistress of a family, are admi- 
rably portrayed and must successfully 
urged in this little vDluine. It is a 
book that will be placed in the hands 
of those who arc to fill those enviable 
situations, with the utmost advantage. 
Th« short religious portion at the con- 
elusion is warm, aftectionate, and just, 
but not tinged with (he slmhtesi spirit 
l^df fStiallcism."— i/rffis/i Critic, UTay, 


The ITINKHAin uf a TRA- 
VELLER in the WILDERNESS, ad- 
dres.sfd lo (hose who are perforniiug 
the same Journey. By Mis. Tayi uu. 
Thiid Edition, 5s. 0d. 

RETROSPECTION, a Tale. 

By Mrs. Taylor. Third Edition, Cs. 

RECIPROCAL DUTIES 
of PARENTS and CHILDREN. By 
Mrs. Taylor, Fourth Edition, 5s. 

Tin; FAMILY MANSION, a 
Tale. By Mis. Taylor. Fifth Edi 
tion, 5s. 6d, 

The present of a MIS- 
TRESS to a YOUNG SERVANT, 
ennsisting of Friendly Advice and leal 
Histories. By Mrs. Taylor. Tenth 
Edition, 3s. dd. 

DISPLAY, a Tale, 13 )- Jane 
Taylor, one of the Authors of“ Oii- 

f inal Poems for Infant Minds,” 
'welfth Edition, Qs. 

ESSAYS in RHYME, on 
MORALS and MANNERS. By 
Jane Taylor. Fourth Edition, 6s. 

CORRESPONDENCE be- 

tween a MOTHER and her DAUGH- 
TER at SCHOOL. By Mrs. Taylor 
and MissTwlur. Seventh Edition, 
.5s. 
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Dr. LARDNEirS CABINET CYCLOPAEDIA. 

Publislietl ill Monlhly Volumes, small 0vo. Price Cs. 

VOLUMES PUBLISHED. 

1. IV. HISTORY Ur SCI)TI.A.M), IN 2 VOI.S fl Y S I R V A LTER S C DTT, II \ HT. 

II. HISTORY UK MARITIME AND INLAND DISCOVERY. VOL. I, 

HI, DOME, STIC LCUNOMY. 11 Y M DONOVAN, tsy. VOL. T 

V. MECHANICS- RY CART. H KATF.K A.NU DR. LARUNF.R. 

VI, LIVES OF EMINENT RRITISH LAWYERS. BY H. ROSCOE, ESQ, 

VII. CITIES AND lOWN.S OF THE WORLD, IN 2 VOLS, VOL. I 

VIII. HISTORY OF LNOLAND, IN 0 VUL.S. BY SIR J. MACKIN1 DSlI. VOL, 1. 

IX. OUTLINES 01 H1.ST0IIY. 1 VOL. 

X. THL HLSTORY 01 THE N ETII ERL A N D.S. BY T. C. GRATTAN. 1 VOL. 

VOLUMES IN IMMEDIATE PREPARATION. 

History of Enulanil. By Sir James Lives of the most eininent Litcraij 
Mackintosh. Vol, II. aiirl Scienlific CliaraiMcrs of allNations, 

History of Fiance, in Three VoN. in Eight Vols, By Scott, Southey, 
History of Maiitiine anil Inland Dis- Moore, MACKlNTOiiH, Campbell, 
covery, iii TIhT’c Aols. Vol. II. anrl all tlif Principal Literary and Sri- 

A Preliminary Dlsroiiise foi Ihe entific Coiitrihnims to the CyeloptPilia. 
Cabinet of Nalmal Philosopliv. By Lis e.s of the mo.st i ininriit Vriisl" ot 
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FROM THE INVASION OF THE NETHERLANDS ST 

THE INVASION BT THE 5AL1AN FRANKS^ 

The Netherlands form a kingdom of moderate ^xtentj 
situated on the borders of the ocean^ opposite to the 
south-east coast of England^ and stretching from the 
frontiers of France to those of Hanover. The country 
is principally composed of low and humid grounds, 
presenting a vast plain, irrigated by the waters from 
all those neighbouring states which are traversed by the 
Rhine, the Meuse, and the Scheldt. This plain, gradu- 
ally rising towards its eastern and southern extremities, 
blends on the one hand with Prussia, and on the other 
with France. Having, therefore, no natural or strongly 
marked limits on those sides, the extent of the kingdom 
could only be determined by convention ; and it must 
be at.all times subject to the arbitrary and varying in- 
fluence of European policy. Its greatest length, from 
north to south, is about 220 English miles; and its 
breadth, from east to west, is nearly 140. 

Two distinct kinds of men inhabit this kingdom; 
the one occupying the valleys of the Meuse and the 
Scheldt, and the high grounds bordering on France, Bpak 
a dialect of the language of that country, and eiidendy 
belong to the Gallic race. Th«y are called 
B 
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and are disdnguished from the others by many peculiar 
tjualitieB. Their most prominent characteristic is a pro- 
X>enaity for war^ and their principal source of subsistence 
the working of their mines. They form nearly one 
fourth of the population of the whole kingdom^ or about 
IjSOO^OOO persons. All the rest of the nation speak Low 
German^ in its modidcations of Dutch and Flemish; and 
they offer the distinctive characteristics of the Saxon 
racCj — talents for agriculture^ navigatioDj and com- 
merce ; perseverance rather than vivacity ; and more 
courage than taste for the profession of arms. They are 
subdivided into Flemings^ — those who were the last to 
submit to the house of Austria ; and Dutchj — those who 
formed the republic of theUnited Provinces. But there is 
110 difference between these two subdivisions, except such 
as has been produced by political and religious institu- 
tions. The physical aspect of the people is the same ; 
and the soil^ equally low and moist^ is at once fertilised 
and menaced by the waters. 

The history of this last-mentioned portion of the na- 
tion is completely linked to that of the soil which they 
occupy. In remote times, when the inhabitants of this 
plain were few and uncivilised, the country formed but 
one immense morass, of which the chief part was inces- 
ijantly inundated and made sterile by the waters of the 
sea. Pliny the naturalist, who visited the northern 
coasts, has left us a picture of their state in his days. 

There,'' says he, the ocean pours in its flood twice 
"Svery day, and produces a perpetual uncertainty whe- 
ther the country may be considered as a part of the 
continent or of the sea. The wretched inhabitants take 
refuge on the sand-hills, or in little huts, which they 
construct on the summits of lofty stakes, whose elevation 
is conformable to that of the highest tides. When the 
sea rises, they appear like navigators ; when it retires, 
they seem as though they had been shipwrecked. They 
subsist on the fish left by the refluent waters, and which 
they catch in nets formed of rushes or sea-weed, Nei- ' 
tluf tstee nor shrub is, visible on these shores. The drink 
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of the people is rain water^ which they preserve with 
great care ; their fuel, a sort of turf, which they gather 
and form with the hand. And yet these unfortrfKate 
beings dare to complain against their fate, when they 
fall under the power and are ineoiporated with the em- 
pire of Rome J * 

The picture of poverty and suffering which this pas- 
sage presents is heightened when joined to a description 
of the country. The coasts consisted only of sand- 
banks or slime, alternately overflowed or left imperfectly 
dry. A little farther inland trees were to be found, but 
on A soil so marshy that an inundation or a tempest 
threw down whole forests, such as are still at times 
discovered at eight or ten feet depth below the surface. 
The sea had no limits ; the rivers no beda nor banka ; 
the earth no solidity — for, according to an author of the 
third century of our era, there was not, in the whole of 
the immense plain, a spot of ground that did not yield 
under the footsteps of man.t 

It was not the same in the southern parts, which 
form at present the Walloon country. These high 
grounds suffered much less from the ravages of the 
waters. The ancient forest of the Ardennes, extending 
from the Rhine to the Scheldt, sheltered a numerous 
though savage population, which in all things resembled 
the Germans, from whom they derived their descent. 
The chase and the occupations of rude agriculture suf- 
ficed for the wants of a race less poor and less patient, 
but more unsteady and ambitious than the fishermen 
of the low lands. Thus it is that history presents us 
with a tribe of warriors and conquerors on the southern 
frontier of the country ; while the scattered inhabitants 
of the remaining parts seemed to have fixed there with- 
out a contest, and to have traced out for themselves, by 
necessity and habit, an existence which any other people 
must have considered insupportable^ 

Tills difference in the natoe of the soil and m the 
fate of the inhabitants appears more striking, when we 

» FUn. Hist Nat lib. svL i ZameniuSi Faneg. Cont,^ 
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consider the present situation of the country. The high 
grounds, formerly so preferable, are now the least valu^ 
able part of the kingdom, eyen as regards their agricul- 
ture; while the ancient marshes have been changed by 
human industry into rich and fertile tracts, the best 
parts of which are precisely those conquered from the 
grasp of the ocean. In order to form an idea of the 
solitude and desolation which once reigned where we 
ROW see the most richly cultivated fields, the most thriv- 
ing villages, and the wealthiest towns of the continent, 
the imagination must go back to times which have not 
left one monument of antiquity and scarcely a vestige of 
fact. 

The history of the Netherlands is, then, essentially 
that of a patient and industrious population struggling 
against every obstacle which nature could oppose to its 
well-being ; and, in this contest, man triumphed most 
completely over the elements in those places where they 
offered the greatest resistance. This extraordinary re- 
sult was due to the hardy stamp of character imprinted 
by suffering and danger on those who had the ocean 
for their foe ; to the nature of their country, which 
presented no lure for conquest; and, finally, to the to- 
leration, the justice, and the liberty nourished among 
men left to themselves, and who found resources in their 
Bocial state which rendered change neither an object of 
their wants nor wishes. 

About half a century before the Christian era, the 
obscurity which enveloped the north of Europe began 
to disperse; and the expedition of Julius Caesar gave 
to the civilised world the first notions of the Nether- 
Hnds, Germany, and England. Ce^, after having 
subjugated the chief part of Gaul, turned his anus 
against the warlike tribes of the Ardennes, who refused 
to accept his alliance or implore his protection. They 
were c^ed Belgee by the Romans ; and at once pro- 
nounced the least civilised and the bravest of the Gaula. 
Osesar there found several ignorant and poor but in- 
trepid dana of warriors, who marched fiercely to en- 
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eonnter him ; and, notwithstanding their inferiority in 
numbers^ in weapons, and in tactics, they nearly de*- 
etroyed the disciplined armies of Rome. They were, 
however^, defeated, and their country ravaged by the 
invaders, who found less success when they attacked 
the natives- of the low grounds. The Menapians, a 
people who occupied the present provinces of Flanders 
and Antwerp, though less numerous thap those whom 
the Romans had last vanquished, arrested their progress 
both by open fight and by that petty and harassing con- 
test, — that warfare of the people rather than of the 
soldiery, — so well adapted to the nature of the country. 
The Roman legions retreated for the first time, and 
were contented to occupy the higher parts, which now 
form the W'alloon provinces.* 

But the policy of Ceesar made greater progress than 
his arms. He had rather defeated than subdued those 
who had dared the contest He consolidated his vic- 
tories without new battles ; he offered peace to his ene^ 
mies, in proposing to them alliance; and he required 
their aid, as friends, to carry on new wars in other 
lands. He thus attracted towards him, and ranged under 
his banners, not only those people situated to the west 
of the Rhine and the Meuse, but several other nations 
more to the north, whose territory he had never seen j 
and particularly the Batavians — a valiant tribe, stated by 
various ancient authors, and particularly by Tacitus, as 
a fraction of the Catti, who occupied the space com- 
pWs^d between these rivers. t The young men of thes6 
warlike people, dazzled by the splendour of the Roman 
amies, felt prt^ and happy in being allowed to iden- 
tify them selves with them. Caesar encouraged this dis- 
position, and even went so far on some occasions as to 
deprive the Roman cavalry of their horses, on which he, 
mounted those new allies, who managed them better 
than tiieir Italian riders. He had no reason to repent 
these measures ; almost all his subsequent victories, and 

* Cflesar, Connn. de Bell GalL Dia C«u, Ub. tv. 

f Berlier, Fr^ Hist de rAndenne Oaulei, 
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pardcularly that of Pharsalia^ being decided by the 
yalour of the auxiliaries he obtain^ ' from the Low 
Countries.* 

These auxiliaries were chiefly drawn from Hainaultj 
Luxembourg^ and the country of the Batavians^ and they 
formed the best cavalry of the Roman armies^ as well aa 
their choicest light infantry force. The Batavians also 
signalised themselves on many occasions^ by the skill with 
which they swam across several great rivers without 
breaking their squadrons* ranks. They were amply re* 
warded for their military services and hazardous explok8> 
and were treated like stanch and valuable aUies. But 
this unequal connection of a mighty empire with a few 
petty states must have been fatal to the liberty of the 
weaker party. Its first effect was to destroy all feding 
qf nationality in a great portion of the popidadon. The 
young adventurer of this part of the Low Countries^ 
after twenty years of service under the imperial eagles^ 
returned to his native wilds a Rgman. The generals of 
the empire pierced the forests of the Ardennes with cause* 
waysj and formded towns in the heart of the country. 
The result of such innovations was a total amalgamation 
of the Romans and their new allies ; and little by little 
the national character of the latter became entirely obli- 
terated. But to trace now the precise history of this 
gradual change would be as impossible as it will be one 
day to follow the progress of ci^sation in the woods of 
North America, 

But it must be remarked^ that this metamorphosis 
affbcted only the inhabitants of the high grounds^ and the 
Batavians ^who were in their origin Grq^ans) properly 
BO called. The scanty population of the rest of the 
country, endowed with that fidelity to their anci^t 
customs which characterises the Saxon race, showed no 
tendency to mix with foreigners, rarely figured in their 
ranks, and seemed to revolt from the southern refine- 
ment whTch was so little, in harmony with their manners 
«nd ways of life. It is astonishing^ at the first view, that 
* Dea Bodiei, Hiac. de Ir Belgique. 
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thbse beingBj whose whole existence was a content against 
famine or the waves, should show less repugnance than 
their happier neighbours to receive from Rome an abun- 
dant recompense for their services. Butj the greater 
their difficulty to find subsistence in their native land, 
the stronger seemed their attachment ; like that of the 
Switzer to his barren rocks, or of the mariner to the 
frail and hazardous home that bears him afloat on the 
ocean. This race of patriots was divided into two se- 
parate people. Those to the north of the Rhine were the 
Frisons ; those to the west of the Meuse, the Menapians, 
already njentioned. 

The Frisons differed little from those early inha- 
bitants of the coast, who, perched on their high-built 
huts, fed on fish and drank the water of the clouds. Slow 
and successive improvements taught them to cultivate 
the beans which grew wild among the marshes, and to 
tend and feed a small and degenerate breed of homed 
cattle. But if these first steps towards civiliBation were 
slow, they were also sxure ; and they were made by » 
race of men who could never retrograde in a career once 
begun. 

The Menapians, equally repugnant to foreign impres- 
sions, made, on their parts, a more rapid progress. 
They were already a maritime people, and carried on a 
considerable commerce with England. It appears that 
they exported thither salt, the art of manufacturing 
which was well known to them ; and they brought back 
in return marl, a most important commodity for the 
improvement of their land. They also understood the 
preparation of^ting meat, with aperfectibii that made 
it in high repute even in Italy; and, finally, we are told 
by Ptolemy that they had established a colony on the 
ea^em coast of Ireland, not far from Dublin.* 

The two classes of what forms at present the popu- 
lation of the Netherlands thus followed careers widely 
different, during the long period of the Roman power 
in these parts of Europe. While those of the high 

• I>wEocli«a 
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]iuid$ and the Batavians distinguiBhed themselves by 
a long-continued course of military service or servitude, 
those of the plains improved by degrees their social 
oondition, and fitted themselves for a place in civilised 
Europe. The former received from Rome great marks 
of favour in exchange for their freedom. The latter, 
rejecting the honours and distinctions lavished on their 
neighbours, secured their national independence, by 
trusting to their industry alone for all the advantages 
diey gradually acquired. 

Were the mems of protecting themselves and their 
country from the inundations of the sea known and 
practised by these ancient inhabitants of the coast ? or 
did they occupy only those elevated points of land which 
stood out like islands in the middle of the floods ? These 
questions are amongst the most important presented by 
Ibeir history; §ince it was the victorious struggle of man 
against the ocean that fixed the extent atid form of the 
country. It appears almost certain, that in the time of 
CsBsar they did not labour at the construction of dikes, 
but that they began to be raised during the obscurity of 
the following century ; for the remains of ancient towns 
are even now discovered in places at present overflowed 
by the sea. These ruins often bring to light traces of 
Roman construction, and Latin inscriptions in honour of 
the Menapian divinities.* It is, then, certain that they 
had learaed to imitate those who ruled in the neigh-* 
bouring countries : a result by no means surprising ; for 
t^bn England, the mart of their ^mmerce, and the na-* 
tion with which they had the most constant intercourse, 
was at tln^t period occupied by the Romans. But the 
nature of fheir country repuls^ so eflectually every at- 
tempt a^foreign domination, that the conquerors of 
world th^ unmolested, and established arsen^ 
and formed oommunications with Great Britain only 
at Boulogne and in the island of the Batavians near 
Leyden. 

•; This isolation formed in itaelf a powerful and pedoet 
^ * Mi^oirei dei*Agaaaaii Se Mi Scikbomy. 
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barrier betw^ the inhabitants of the plain and those 
of the h^ gt<dundO. The first held firm to their pri^ 
mitive customs and their ancient language : the second 
finished by speaking Latin^ and borrowing ail the man- 
ners and usages of Italy. The moral effect of this 
contrast waSj that the people^ once so famous for their 
braveryj lostj with their ^liberty, their energy and their 
Courage* One of the Batavian^ chieftains^ named Civilis^ 
formed an exception to this degeneracy^ andj about 
the year 70 of our era^ bravely took ^p arms for the 
expulsion of the Romans. He effected prodigies of va- 
lour and perseverancBj and boldly met and defeated the 
enemy both by land and sea. Reverses followed his 
first success^ and he finally concluded an honourable 
treaty^ by which his countrymen once more became the 
aUies of Rome. But after this expiring eflPort of valour^ 
the Bataviansj even though chosen from all nations for 
the body guards of the Roman emperors^ became rapidly 
degenerate; and when Tacitus wrote^ ninety years after 
Christy they were already looked on as less brave than 
the Frisons and the other people beyond the Rhine,* 
A century and a half later saw them confounded with 
the Gauls ; and the barbarian conquerors saidj that 
they were not a nation^ but merely a prey** t 
Reduced into a Roman province^ the southern por- 
tion of the Netherlands was at this period called Belgic 
Gaul ; and the name of Belgium^ preserved to our daysj 
has until lately been applied to distinguish that part of 
the country situated tb the south of the Rhine and the 
Meussj or nearly that which formed the Austrian Ne- 
therlands, ^ , 

During tlie establishment of the Roman power in 
-the north of Europe^ observation was not much excited 
towards the rapid effects oTF this degeneracy^ Compared 
with the fast-growing vigour of the people of the low 
hiiidB. The fact of the Frieons havings on one oceasioB^ 
near the year 47 of our era^ beaten a whole anny of 
had confirmed their charaettf for intrepidity, 
* TMteu ae Mw. Germ, ^ i* TmLt, lib. iv. 
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But the long Btagnatidn produced in these remote coun- 
tries by the colossal weight of the empire was brokeOj 
about the year 250^ by an irruption of Germans or 
Bahan FrankSj who^ passing the Rhine and the Meuse, 
established themselves in the vicinity of the Menapians, 
near Antwerp, ^Breda, and Bois-le-duc- All the nations 
that had been subjugated by the Roman power appear 
to have taken arms on this occasion and opposed the 
intruders. But the Menapians united themselves with 
these new-comerSj and aided them to meet the shock ctf 
the imperial armies. Carausius, originally a Menapian 
pilot, but promoted to the command of a Roman fleet, 
made common cause with his fellow citizens, and pro- 
claimed himself emperor of Great Britain, where the 
naval superiority of the Menapians left him no fear of 
a competitor. In recompense of the assistance given 
him by the Franks, he crossed the sea again from his 
new empire, to aid them in their war with the Batavians, 
the allies of Rome ; and having seized on their island, 
and massacred nearly the whole of its inhabitants, he 
there established his faithful friends the Salians. Con- 
stantins and his son Constantine the Great vainly strove, 
even after the death of the brave Carausius, to regain 
possession of the country* but they were forced to leave 
the new inhabitants in quiet possession of their conquest. 


CHAP. II. ; 

Q50—800. 

raOK lUl OF THE FEANKS XO THE SUajuGATIOW 

OF fuzesland. 

From this epoch we must trace the progress (ft a totally 
new and distinct pojnilation in the Netherlands. Tha 
Batavians being anniliilated, almost without resistance, 
the low countries contained only the free peo^ of the 
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German race. But these people did not completely 
sympathise together so as to form one consolidated na- 
tion, The SalianSj and the other petty tribes of Franks, 
their allies, were essentially warlike, and appeared pre- 
cisely the same as the original inhabitants of the high 
grounds. The Menapians and the Frisons^ on the con- 
trary, lost nothing of their spirit of commerce and in- 
ilustry. The result of this diversity was a separation 
between the Franks and the Menapians. While the latter, 
under the name of Armoricans, joined themselves more 
dosely with the people who bordered the Channel*, 
the Frisons associated themselves with the tribes settled 
on the limits of the German Ocean, and formed with 
them a connection celebrated under the title of the 
Saxon League.t Thus was formed on all points a union 
between the maritime races against the inland inhabit- 
ants ; and their mutual antipathy became more and more 
developed, as the decline of the Roman empire ended 
the former struggle between liberty and conquest. 

The Netherlands now became the earliest theatre of 
an entirely new movement, the consequences of which 
were destined to affect the whole world. This country 
was occupied towards the sea by a people wholly ma- 
ritime, excepting the narrow space between the Rhine 
and the Vahal, of which the Salian Franks had become 
possessed. The nature of this marshy soil, in compa- 
rison with the sands of Westphalia, Guelders, and North 
Brabant, was not more strildngly contrasted than was 
the character of their population. The Franks, who 
had been for awhile imder the Roman sway, showed 
a compound of the violence of savage life and the 
corruption of civilised society. They were covetous 
and treacherous, but made excellent soldiers j and at 
this epoch, which int^vened between the power of 
imperial Rome and that of Germany, the Frank 
might be morally considered as a borderer on the fron- 
tiers of the middle ages.| The @axon (and this name 

* Frocofu de Bell. Goth. f Yon Alonde HliL 

t Scriptorea Minorum Caeaarum, passim. 
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comprehends all the tribes of the coast trom the Rhine 
as far^orth as Denmark^) uniting in liimself the dis* 
tinctive qualities of German and navigatofj was moderate 
and sincere, but implacable in his rage. Neither of 
these two races of men were excelled in point of cou- 
rage ; but the number of Franks who still entered into 
the service of the empire diminished the real force of 
this nation, and naturally tended to disunite it. There- 
fore, in the subsequent shock of people against people, 
the Saxons invariably gained the final advantage. 

They had no doubt often measu^d their strength in 
the most remote times, since the Tranks were but the 
descendants of the ancient tribes of Sicambers and others, 
against whom the Batavians had offered their assistance 
,to Caesar. Under Augustus, the inhabitants of the coast 
had in the same way joined themselves with Drusus, to 
oppose these their old enemies. It was also after having 
been expelled by the Prisons from Guelders, that the 
Sahans had passed the Rhine and the Meuse ; but, in 
the fourth century, the two people recovering their 
strength, the struggle recommenced, never to terminate 
— at leail between the direct descendants of each. It 
is believed that it was the Varni, a race of Saxons 
nearly connected with those of England, (and coming, 
like them, from the coast of Denmark,) who on this oc- 
casion struck the decisive blow on the side of the Saxpns. 
Embarking on board a numerous fleet, they made a de- 
scent in the ancient isle of the Batavians, at that time 
inhabited by the Salians, whom they completely destroy- 
ed. * Julian the Apostate, who was then with a nu- 
mereus army pursuing his career of early glory in these 
countries^ interfered for the purpose of preventing the 
expulsion, or at least the utter destruction, of the van- 
quished .* but his efforts were unavailing. The SaUans 
appear to have figured no more in this part of the Low 
<?ountrie8. 

The defeat of li|||p^an8 by a @axon tribe is a fact on , 
which no doubt res^- The name of the victoiB is, how- 

* Gibbon. iLSTQ. 
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ersr, questioiiftble.* The Farni having remained seittled 
near the mouths of the Rhine till near the year 500^ there 
is strong probability that they were the people ailuded 
to. But names and histories^ which may on this point 
appear of such little importance^ acquire considerable 
interest when we reflect that these SaUanSj driven from 
their settlement^ became the conquerors of France ; that 
those Saxons who forced them on their career of con- 
quest were destined to become the masters of England ; 
and that these two petty tribes, who battled so long for 
a comer of marshy earth, carried with them their reci- 
procal antipathy while involuntarily deciding the destiny 
of Europe. 

The defeat of the Franks was fatal to those people 
who had become incorporated with the Romans; for it 
was from them that the exiled wanderers, still fierce in 
their ruin, and with arms in their hands, demanded 
lands and herds ; all, in short, which they themselves 
had lost. From the middle of the fourth century to the 
end of the fifth there was a succession of invasiosHs in 
this spirit, which always ended by the subjugation uf a 
part of the country ; and which was completed about 
the year 490, by Clovis making himself master of almoat 
the whole of Gaul.t Under this new empire not a vestige 
of the ancient nations of the Ardennes was left. The 
civilised population either perished or was reduced to 
slave^, and all the high grounds were added to the pre- 
vious conquests of the Salians* 

But the maritime population, when once poBsessed of 
the whole coast, did not seek to make the sUghtest pro- 
gress towards the interior. The element of their 
prise and the object of their ambition was the ocean ; 
askd when this hardy and intrepid race became too nu- 
merbus for their narrow limits, expeditions and colonicB 
beyond the sea carried off their redundant populatkili. 
!rbe Saxcm warriors established themselves near the . 
t^ipuths of the Loire; others, con^jdjed by Hengist 
florsa, seized in Great Britain. Jtt&l almya remdn 

• ZoliuiviL t AteSgS^ron. HUt de France. 
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problematical from what point of the coast these adven- 
turers departed; but many circumstances tend to give 
weight to the opinion which pronounces those old Saxons 
to have started from the Netherlands. 

Paganism not being yet banished from these cotintriesj 
the obscurity which would have enveloped diem is in 
some degree dispelled by the recitals of the monks who 
went among them to preach Christianity. W e see in those 
recordSj and by the text of some of their early laws, 
that this maritime people were more industrious^ pros- 
perous, and happy, than those of France.* The men 
were handsome and richly clashed; and the land well 
cultivated, and abounding in fruits, milk, and honey. 
The Saxd^n merchants carried their trade far into the 
southern countries. In the mean time, the parts of the 
Netherlands which belonged to France resembled a de- 
sert. The monasteries which were there founded were 
established, according to the words of their charters, 
amidst immense solitudes ; and the French nobles only 
cttne into Brabant for the sport of bear-hunting in its 
interminable forests. Thus, while the inhabitants of the 
low lands, as far back as the light of history penetrates, 
appear in a continual state of improvement, those of the 
high grounds, after frequent vicissitudes, seem to sink into 
utter degeneracy and subjugation. The latter wished to 
denaturalise themselves, and become as though they were 
foreigners even on their native soil ; the former remained 
firm and faithful to their country and to each other. 

But the growth of French power menaced utter ruin 
to this interesting race. Clovis had succeeded, about the 
'^ear 485 of our era, in destroying the last remnants of 
Roman domination in Gaul. The successora of these 
conquerors soon extended their empire from ^ Pyrenees 
to the Rhine. They had continual contests with the 
free population of the Low Countries and their nearest 
neighbours. In the commencement of the seventh cen- 
tury, the l^ench king Qlotaire II. exterminated the chief 
part of the Saxons of Hanover and Westphalia ; and 

* Aota S^DCt. Bel^LL 
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the historiens of those barbEorous times unanimously 
relate that he caused to be beheaded every inhabitant of 
the vanquished tribes who exceeded the height of his 
sword.* The Saxon name was thus nearly extinguished 
in those countries ; and the remnant of these various 
people adopted that of Prisons (Friesen), either because 
they became really incorporated with that nation^ or 
merely that they recognised it for the most powerful of 
their tribes. Friesland^ to speak in the language of that 
age^ extended then from the Scheldt to the Weser, and 
formed a considerable state. But the ascendency of 
France was every year becoming more marked; and 
king Dagobert extended the limits of her power even as 
far as Utrecht The descendants of the jdenapiansj 
known at that epoch by the different names of Meii»« 
piansj FlemingSj and Toxandrians^ fell one after another 
directly or indirectly under the empire of the Merovi*- 
gian princes ; and the noblest family which existed 
among the Frenchj — that which subsequently took the 
name of Carlovingians^ — comprised in its dominions 
nearly the whole of the southern and western parts of 
the Netherlands. 

Between this family^ whose chief was called duke of 
the Frontier Marshes, {Duse Brabantice,) and the free 
tribes, united under the common name of Prisons, the 
same struggle was maintained as that which formerly 
existed between the Salians and the Saxons. Towards 
the year 700, the French monarchy was tom by anarchy, 
and, under the lazy kings,” lost much of its concen- 
trated power ; but every dukedom formed an indepen- 
dent sovereignty, and of ah those that of Brabant was 
the most redoubtable. Nevertheless the Prisons, under 
their king.. Radbod, assumed for a moment the supe- 
riority ; and Utrecht^ where the French had established 
Christianity, feU again into the power of the pagans. 
Charles Martel, at that time yoimg, and but commence 
ing his splendid career, was defeated by the hostile king 
of the Ardennes,*^ ali4 in subse- 

• Van LooHi Alonde Hist. 
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quent conquests^ be took an ample revengej Radbod still 
remamed a powerful opponent. It is related of this 
fierce Ibonarch^ that he was converted by a Christian 
miasionary ; but^ at the moment in which he put his foot 
in the water for the ceremony of baptism^ he sv^denly 
a^ed the priest^ where aU his old Prison compi^nB in 
arms had gone after their death ? To hell/* replied 
the priest. Well, then^** said Radbod^ drawing bade 
his foot from the water, I would rather go to hell with 
them, than to paradise with you and your fellow fo- 
reigners I ” and he refused to receive the rites of baptism, 
and remained a pagan.* ^ 

After the death of Radbod, in 719^ Charles Martel, 
now become duke of the Franks, mayor of the palace, 
or by whatever other of his several titles he may be 
distinguished, finally triumphed over the long-resisting 
’Prisons. He laboured to establish Christianity among 
them; but they did not understand the French lan- 
guage, and the lot of converting them was consequently 
reserved for the English. St. WiUebrod was the first 
miisionary who met with any success, about the latter 
end of the seventh century ; but it was not till towards 
the year 750 that this great mission was finally accom- 
plished, by St. Boniface, archbishop of Mayen ce, and the 
apostle of Oermany. Yet the progress of Christianity, 
and the establishment of a foreign sway, still met the 
partial resistance.jwhich a conquered but not' enervated 
people are always capable of opposing to their masters. 
St. Boniface fell a victim to this stubborn spirit. He pe- 
rished a martyr to his zeal, but perhaps a victim as well 
^ the violent measures of his colleagues, in Friesland, 
the very province which to this day preserves the name. 
The last avenger of Friesland liberty and of the na- 
ftonal idols was the illustrious Witikind, to whom the 
chronicles of his country give the title of first azing, or 
judge. This Intrepid chieftain is considered as a com- 
pstiiot, n^imly by the historians of Friesland, but by 
W^y ; botH^ it would appear, having eqod 
» VitaStlfioDlfftoa 
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claiinB to the honour ; for the union between the two 
people was constaptiy strengthened by intermamages 
between the noblest families of each. As long as 
Witikind remained a pagan and a freeman^ some doubt 
existetf jjU to the final fate of Friesland ; but when by 
his comtkniovL he became only a noble of the court of 
Charlemagne^ the slavery of his country was consum-^ 
mated. 


CHAP. III. 

800—1000, 

FROU THE CONQUEST OF FRIESLAND TO THE FORMATION OF 
HOLLAND. 

Even at this advanced epoch of foreign domination^ 
t))ere remained as great a difference as ever between the 
people of the high grounds and the inhabitants of the 
plain. The latter were, like the rest, incorporated whit 
the great monarchy ; but they preserved" the remem- 
brance of former independence, and even retained their 
ancient names. In Flanders, Menapians and Fleminga 
Were still found, and in the country of Antwerp the Tox- 
andriana were not •extinct. All the rest of the coast was 
BtiU called Friesland. But in the high grounds the 
names of the old inhabitants were lost/^ Nations were 
designated by the names of their rivers, forests, or towns. 
They were classified as accessories to inanimate tilings ; 
and having no monuments which reminded them of 
their origin, they became as it were without recollec- 
tions or associations ; and degenerated, as inay be almost 
aaid, into a people without ancestry. 

Hie physical state of the country had greatly changed 
from the times of Cssar to those of Charlemagne, Many 
parts of the forest of die Ardennes had beeu^iAit down 
or' cleared away. Civilisation h|d only 
awhile among these woods, to perish like a (wcateplW 
ki an ungenial clime ; but it seemed to have sucked ma 

G 
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very sap from the soil^ and to have left the people no 
xemains of th^e vig^ of man in his ^vage state^ nor of 
the desperate courage of the w^riors of Germany. A 
pice of serfs now cultivated the domains of l^ughty lords 
and imperious priests. The clergy had immense po^ 
Sessions in this country ; an act of the following centime 
recognises 14^000 famihes of vassals as belonging to thO' 
single abbey of Nivelle. Toumay and Tongres^ both 
episcopal cities^ were by that title somewhat less op« 
pressed than the other ancient towns founded by the 
Romans ; but they appear to^have possessed but a poor 
and degraded population. 

The low lands^ on the other hand^ announced a strik- 
ing commencement of improvement and prosperity. The 
marshes and fensj which had arrested and repulsed the 
progress of imperi&l Rome^ had disappeared in every part 
of the interior. The Meuse and the Scheldt no longer 
joined at their outletsj to desolate the neighbouring lands; 
whether this change was produced by the labours of 
n^n^ or merely by the accumulation of sand deposited 
by either stream and forming barriers to both. The 
towns of Courtraigj Bruges, Ghent, Antwerp, Berg-op- 
zoom, and Thiel, had already a flourishing trade. The 
last-mentioned town contained in th^ following century 
fifty-five churches ; a fact from which, in the absence 
of other evidence, the extent of the population may be 
conjectured. The formation of dykes for the protec- 
tion of lands formerly submerged was already well 
understood, and regulated by uniform custom. The 
plains thus reconquered from the waters were distri- 
buted in portions, according to their labour, by those 
who reclaimed them, except the parts reserved for the 
chieftain, the church, and the poor. This vital necessity, 
for the construction of dykes had given^ the Frison and 
Flemish population a particular habit of union^ goiod 
will, and reciprocal justice, because it was necessary to 
make common cause in this great work for their mutual 
preservation. In all other pmnts, the detail of the latb 
and manners of this united people presents a ptctuie' 



tjoimrs op THte BMpiBB. 19 . 

ghnilar to that of the^Saxons of Eng]^dj i^ith the scde 
exception that the people of the Netherlands were milder 
than the Saxon race properly so called — their long habit 
of laborious industry exercising its happy inflilence on 
martial spirit original to both. The manufacturing 
were also somewhat more advanced in this part of 
the continent than in Great Britain, The Friaons, for ex- 
atnplej were the only people who could succeed in making 
the costly mantles in use among the wealthy Franks. 

The government of Charlemagne adinitted but one 
fonnj borrowed from that of the empire in the period 
of its decline — a mixture of the spiritual and tem- 
poral powers^ exercised in the first place by the emperoTj 
and at second hand by the counts and bishops. The 
counts in those times were not the Jieads of noble fa- 
miliesj as they afterwards became, but officers of the 
government, removable at will, and possessing no here- 
ditary rights. Their incomes ^d not arise from salaries 
paid in money, but consisted of lands, of which they hjid 
the revenues during die continuance of their auth,ority. 
These lands being situated in the limits of their adminis- 
tration, each regarded them as his property only for the 
time being, and considered himself as a tenant at will. 
How unfavourable shch a system was to culture and im- 
provement may be well imagined. The force of posses- 
sion was, however, fre(][uently opposed to the seignoriol 
rights of the crown ; and thus, though all civil dignity and 
the revenues attached to it were but personal and reclaim-^ 
able at will, still many dignitaries, taking advantage of 
the barbarous state of the country in which their isolated 
cantons were placed, sought by every possible means to 
tender their power and prerogatives untenable and real. 
The force of thosionarchical government, which consiste 
mainly in its centralisation, was necessarily weakened by 
the intervention of local obstacles, before it could pass 
from the heart of the empire to its limits. Tl^us it 
oniy by perpetually interposing his personal efforts, and 
as it were, from one end to the other of his do- 
minionk, that Charlemagne succeeded in preserving bis 
0 2 
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authority. As for ihe people^ without any sort of guarantee 
against the despqtiM of the government^ they were utterly 
at the mercy of the nobles or of the sovereign. But this 
state of sdMtude was qu|te incompatible Wj^ the union 
of social powers necessary to a populati0v" that had to 
struggle against the tyranny of the ocean. To repulse^iw 
attacks with successful vigour^ a spirit of complete concerl 
was absolutely required j and the nation being thus united, 
and consequently strong, the effbrts of foreign tyrants 
weiip shattered by its resistance, as the waves of the seft 
that broke against the dyies by which it was defied. 

From the time of Charlemagne, the people of the ancient 
Menapia, now become a prosperous commonwealth, 
formed political associations to raise a barrier against the 
despotic violence of the Franks. These associations were 
called Gilden, and in the Latin of the times Gildonia. 
They comprised, besides their covenants for mutual pro- 
tection, an obligation which bound every member to give 
cmccour to any other, in cases of illness, conflagration, 
Gt shipwreck. But the growing force of these social 
compacts alarmed the quick-sighted despotism of Charle- 
magne, and they were, consequently, prohibited both 
by him and his successors. To give a notion of ihe 
importance of this prohibition to the whole of Europe, 
it is only necessary to state that the most ancient cor- 
porations (all which had preceded and engendered the 
most valuable municipal rights) were nothing more than 
gilden. Thus, to draw an example from Great Britain, 
5ie corporative charter of Berwick still hears the title 
of Charta Gildonus. But the ban of the sovereigns was 
-without efficacy, when opposed to the popular will. The 
gilden stood their ground ; and within a century after 
the death of Charlemagne, all Flanders was covered with 
corporate towns. 

This popular opposition took, however, another form 
in the northern parts of the country, which still bo^e the 
common name of Friesland; for there it was not mei^ 
local but nationaL The Frisons succeeded in obtaining 
the sanction of the monarch to consecrate, as it were, 
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tikose rights which were established Ti|nder the ancient 
forms of government. The fact is nnidoubted ; but the 
means which they employed are*unceft&n. It appears 
most probabjft that this great privilege was tbi price of 
^eir militai^jlltervices ; for they held a high place in the 
Slafeorious armies of Charlemagne; and TurpiOj the old 
French romancer^ alluding to the popular traditions of 
bis timej represents the warriors of Friesland as endowed 
with the most heroic valour.*'^ 

^ These rightSj which the Frisons secured, according to 
their own statements^ from Charlemagne, but most 
undoubtedly from some one or other of the earliest em* 
perors, consisted, first, in the freedom of every order of 
citizens; secondly, in the right of property, — aright 
which admitted no authority of the sovereign to violate 
by confiscation, except in cases of downright treason ; 
thirdly, in the privilege of trial by none but native 
judges, and according to their national usages ; fourthly, 
in a very narrow limitation of the military services which 
they owed to the. king ; fifthly, in the hereditary title to 
feudal property, in direct line, on payment of certain 
dues or rentsr These five principal articles sufBiced to 
render Friesland, in its political aspect, totally different 
from the other portions of the monarchy. Their privi- 
leges secured, their property inviolalde, their duties 
limited, the Frisons were altogether free from the servi- 
tude which weighed down France. It will soon be bmi| 
that these special advantages produced a g^venrmeni 
nearly analogous to that which Magna Charta was thie 
means of foimding at a later period in England. * 
The successors of Charlemagne chiefly signalised their 
authority by lavishing donations of ^ kinds on the 
church. By such means the ecclesiastical power became 
greater and greater, and, in those countries under the 
sway of France, was quite as arbitrary and enormous as 
that of the nobility. The. bishops (ff Utredit, Lieg^ 
and Toumay became, in the course of time, ^e d!i^ 
personages on that line of the frontier. Th^y had the 
« Ouile Vriesche boek ii 
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great advantag^H^^er the counts^ of not being subjected 
to capricious ori^l^l^nnical removals; They therefor^ 
even in played a more considerable part 

than the 4atter ; and began to render thowelves more 
and more independent iii their episcopal otiesj whi<^ 
were soon to become so many principalities. 
countSj on their parts^ used their best exertions to 
Ou^ if they had not the strength to breaks the chai^ 
which bound them to the footstool of the monarch. 
They were not all now dependant on the same sovereign 
for ^e empire of. Charlemagne was divided among his 
successors : France, properly so called, was bounded by 
the Scheldt ; the country to the eastward of that river, 
that is to say, nearly the whole of the Netherlands, 
belonged to Lorraine and Germany. 

In this state of things, it happened that in the year 
^64*, Judith, daughter of Charles the Bald king of 
France, having survived her husband Ethelwolf king of 
England, became attached to a powerful Flemish chief- 
tain call^ Baldwin. It is not quite certain whether he 
was count, forester, marquis, or protectoi of the fron- 
tiers; but he certainly enjoyed, no matter under what 
title, considerable authority in the country ; since the 
pope on one occasion wrote to Charles the Bald to be- 
ware of offending him, lest he should join the Normans, 
open to them an entrance into France, He carried 
off Judith to his possessions in Handers. The king her 
many ineffectual threats, was forced to cou- 
l^t to their union ; and confirmed to Baldwin, wi^ 
the title of count, the hereditary government of all the 
jcoimtry between the Scheldt and the Somme, a river of 
Picardy. This was the commencement of the cele- 
^ated country of Flanders ; and this Baldwin is desijg- 
nated In history by the surname of Bras-de-fer (irqh- 
^nded), to which his courage had justly entitled him. 

The Belgian historians are also desirous of placing 
about this epoch the first counts of Hainaidt, and even 
nf Holland. But though it may be true that the chief 
fluxulies of each canton sought then, as at all dm^/to 
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^ diake off the yoke, the epoch of .iP^ independence 
eui only be fixed ^at the later perigflPut which they ob- 
tained or enforced the privilege or^^M being deprived 
of their and their feudal estates, ^he counts 

the hign grounds, and those of Friesland, enjoyed 
^llWhe utmost but a fortuitous privilege of continuance 
^^JlPlheir rai^. Several foreigners had gained a footing 
Wd an authority in the country : among others 
mandj from whom descended the chatelains of Ghent ; 
*iind the counts of Holland,, and Heriold, a Norman 
prince who had been banished from hia own country. 
This name of Normans, hardly known before the 
time of Charlemagne, soon became too celebrated. It 
designated the pagan inhabitants of Denmark, Nor- 
way, and Sweden, who, driven by rapacity and want, 
infested the neighbouring seas. The asylum allowed in 
the dominions of the emperors to some of those exiled 
outlaws, and the imprudent provocations given by these 
latter to their adventurous countrymen, attracted various 
bands of Norman pirates to the shores of Guelders; and 
from desultory descents upon the coast, they soon came 
to inundate the interior pf the country. Flanders alone 
^ccessfully resisted them during the life of Baldwin 
Bras^de-fer y but after the death of this brave chieftain 
there was not a province of the whole country that was 
*flot ravaged by these invaders. Their multiplied ex- 
peditions direw back the Netherlands at least two cen- 
turies, if, indeed, any calctdation of the kind may be 
fairly formed respecting the relative state of population 
knd improvement on the imperfect data that are left 
us. Several cantons became deserted. The chief cities 
were reduced to heaps of ruins. The German empe- 
rors vainly interposed for the relief of their unfortunate 
vassals. Finally, an agreement was entered into, in die 
year 882 , with Godfrey the king or leader of the Norw 
mans, by which a peace was purchased on condition of 
paying lum a large subsidy, and ceding to him the go- 
vmment of Friesland. But, in about two years from 
this period, the fierce barbarian began to complain that 
0 4 
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ibe counti^ h« IfiA ^us gsine^ did not produce grapes^ 
4md the present Hj^iration of %is rapacity seemed to bo 
the blooming jdneya^s of France. 1E& emjileror Chade* 
the Fat^ consequences of ^«^pture widi 

Godfrey, enticed him tOK^an interview, in which he 
caused him to be assassinated. His followers^ attacked 
on all points by the people of Friesland^ piT^p^jO^ alipofil 
to a mam ; and their destruction was com^etedj in 891^ 
Amoul the Germanic. From that period, the 
scourge of Norman depredation became gradually lem 
felt They now nq^e but diort and desultory attempts 
on the coast ; and their last expedition appears to have 
taken place about the year 1000, when they threatened, 
but did not succeed in seizing on, the city of Utrecht. 

It is remarkable that, although for the space of 1 50 years 
the Netherlands were continually the scene of invasion and 
devastation by these northern barbarians, the political state 
.of the country underwent no important changes. The 
emperors of Germany were sovereigns of the whole coun* 
try, with the exception of Flanders. These portiens of the 
empire were still called Lorraine, as well as all which they 
possessed of what is now called France, and which was 
that part forming the appanage of Lothaire and of the 
Lotheringian kings. The great difficulty of maintaining 
subordination among the numerous chieftains of this 
country caused it, in 958, to be divided into two govern^ 
mentSj which were called Higher anil Lower Lorraine. 
The latter portion compdaed nearly the whole of the 
Netherlands, which thus be^m« governed by a lieutenant 
of the emperors. Godfrey count of Ardenne was the 
first who Med this place; and he soon felt all the perils 
of the situation. The o^er counts saw, with a jealoi^ 
eye, their equal now promoted into a superior. Two of 
ti^ most powerful, Lambert and Reginald, were brotheret 
They made common cause against the new duke ; and after 
a de^ierate struggle, which did hot ceitse till the year 98^ 
they gained a species of imperfect independence, -^Lam- 
bert becoming the root from which spnmg the oountsr at 
Louvain, and Reginald that of the counts of HainaulU 
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* The emperor Othon 11. who upheRTthe authority of 
Ids lieutenant Godfrey^ heOame coniSj(j^ed that the ini'* 
pmal' powefVtts to« weak to TesiBt'"ringlvJthe oppoaitioii 
of the nold^^^ the country. . Ite hadlm^eni^re trans* 
ferredj about the year 98 Oj tllR title of duke to a young 
^nce of the royal house of France; and we thus see the 
dae^y offljiper Lorraine governed^ in the name of tho 
emperor^ by the last two shoots of the branrii of Cherle- 
tnagne^ the dukes Charles and Othon of France^ son and^ 
‘^andson of Louis d'Outremer. The first was a gallant 
prince ; he may be looked on as the thunder of the great- 
ness of Brussels^ where he fixed his residence. After seve- 
ral years of tranquil government^ the death of his brother 
called him to the throne of France ; and from that time 
he bravely contended for the crown of his ancestors, 
against the usurpation of Hugues Capetj whom he fre- 
quently defeated in battle : but he was at length treache- 
rously surprised and put to death, in 990 . Othon, hia 
Bon, did not signalise his name nor justify his descent 
by any memorable action ; and in him ingloriously pe- 
rished thb name of the Carlovingians. 

The death of Odion set the emperor and the great 
vassals once more in opposition. The German monarch 
Insisted on naming some creature of his own to the dig- 
nity of duke ; but Lambert II. count of liouvain, and 
Robert count of Namur, having married the sisters of 
Othon, respectively claimed the right of inheritance ta 
his title. Baldwin of the cofmely beard, count of Flan- 
joined himself to Iheir league, hoping to ext^d 
his powOT to the eastward of the Scheldt. And, in fact, 
the emperor, as the only means of ^suniting his too 
powerful vassals, felt himself obliged to cede Valenciennes 
and the islands of Zealand to Baldwin. The imperial 
power thus lost ground at every struggle.* 

Amid the cimfiision of these events, a power well 
calculated to rival' or even supplant tlut of the ’fira'ce 
oounts was growing up. Many circumstuicea w«f# 
iBombined to extend and oonsolidate the epnoepalaway; 

* Hitt Crtt Com. Holt bom. L p. A 
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It 19 true that mB bishops of Toumay had no temporal 
authority^ since th&t^od of their citj being mined by 
the Nomians* HulP^ofie of Liege and Utrechtj and 
more partj^ulafly the lat|||^ had accumula^d immense 
possessions ; and their poi^ being inalietiliiSej they had 
nothing to fear from the caprices of sovereign favour^ 
which so often ftined the families of ^h|^»^sto(|||cy^'. 
Those bishops^ who were warriors and hunMoen imier 
^an ecclesiastics^ possessed^ howeverj in addition to tbe 
liance and the sword^ the terrible artillery of excommu- 
nication and ana^ema^ which they thundered forth 
without mercy sgamst every laical opponent ; and when 
they had, by conquest m treachery, acquired new 
dominions and additional store of wealthy they could not 
portion it among their children, like the nobles, but it 
devolved to their successors, who thus became more and 
more powerful, and gained by degrees an authority 
almost royal, like that of the ecclesiastical elector of 
Germany. 

Whenever the emperor warred against his lay vassals 
he was sure of assistance from the bishops, bettase they 
were at all times jealous of the power of the counts, 
and had much less to gain from an alliance with them 
than with the imperial despots on whose donations they 
throve, and who repaid their efforts by new privileges 
and extended possessions. So that when the monarch, at 
length, lost the superiority in his contests with the counts, 
little was wanting to make his authority be merged al- 
together in the overgrown power of these churdunen. 
Nevertheless, a first effort of the bishop of Liege to 
adze on the rights of the count of Louvai])^ in 1013 , 
met with a signal defeat, in a battle which took place 
at die little village of Stongarde. ^ And five years later» 
die count of the Friesland marshes (comes FrisotiMm 
M’orsatenorum) gave a still more severe lesson to the 
bidiop of Utrecht. This last merits a more pardcuhir 
mention, from the nature of the quarrel and tl:^ imporV- 
^ce of its results. i 


* Aiai. Due. Brsb. tom. L 
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which Dordrecht if^^toated^ and the 
grdVnd^^^Ru^ environs which ace at present submergedj 
formed in those times an island just raised above the 
waters^ and which was called Holland or Holtland^ 
(^hicl» means wooded lan^j or^ acu^rding to Bome^ Ao/- 
low land.) The formation of this island^ or rather its 
recovery from the waters, being only of recent date, the 
right to its possession was more disputable than that of 
long-established countries. All the bishops and abbots 
whose states bordered the Rhine and the Meuse had^ being 
equally covetous and grasping, and mutually resolved to 
pounce on the prey, made it their common property. 
A certain count Thierry, descended from the counts of 
Ghent, governed about this period the western extremity 
of Friesiapd, — the country which now forms the pro- 
vince of Holland; and with much difficulty maintained 
his power against the Prisons, by whom his right was not 
acknowledged. Beaten out of his own territories by these 
refractory insurgents, he sought refuge in the ecclesiastical 
island, where he intrenched himself, and founded a town 
which is believed to have been the origin of Dordrecht. 

This count Thierry, like all the feudal lords, took 
advantage of his position to establish and levy certain 
duties on all the vessels which sailed past his territory, 
dispossessing in the mean time some vassals of the church, 
and beating, as we have stated, the bishop of Utrecht 
himself. Complaints and appeals without number were 
laid at the foot of the imperial throne. Godfrey of 
Eenham, whom the emperor had created duke of Lower 
Lorraine, was commanded to call the whole country to 
armSr The bishop of Liege, though actually dying, put 
himself at the head of the expedition, to revenge his 
brother prelate, and punish the audacious q)oiler of the 
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chui^^ property. But Tlfery and his fierce Frisong 
Jtook Gott^y pri^l^i;^ and cut his army ill pieces, The 
tictor hfiul thei'good sense moder^on to spare hia 
prisoneraj 4nd set then^^^ 'without I M fa m. He 
received in return an imfhp^ amnesty; Ima from that 
period the l:ount 4 ||£ Hollatii and his posterity formed a 
harrier^ against ^ich the ecclesiastical po^^ and^the 
remains of the imperialf|ppremacy continually struggled^ 
to be only shattered in each new assault.* 

As the partial independence of the great vassals became 
consolidated^ the^Jinarchs #ere proportionally Rnxtiiis 
to prevent its parj^tuation in the same families. In 
pursuance^ this system^ Godfrey of Eenham obtained 
the preference over thecounffe Lambert and Robert ; and 
Frederick of Luxembourg was named duke of Lower 
Lorraine hl*1046j instead of a second Godfrey who was 
nephew and expectant heir to the first. But this God- 
firey, upheld by Baldwin of Flanders^ forced the emperor 
to concede to him the inheritance of^the duk&om. 
Baldwin secured for his share the country of Alost and 
W&&Sy and the citadel of Ghent; and he also Succeeded 
in obtaining in marriage for his son the countess Richil'de^ 
heiress of Hainault and Namur. Thus was Flanders 
incessantly gaining new aggrandisement^ while the duchy 
of Lorraine wag crumbling away on every side. 

In ‘the year 1066 this state of Flanders^ even then 
flourishing and powerfnl^ furnished assis^ce both in 
men and ships to William the Bastard of Normandy, for 
conquest of Engkild, William was son-in-law to 
count Baldwin, and^recom|N|S6^ the assikance of his 
wife's father by an annual payment of thpse hundred 
silver marks. It was Mathilda, the Flemish princess and 
wife of the conqueror, who worked with her own hands 
the edebratodtapestry^f Bayeux, on which is embroidered 
the whole histoi^ of the conquest, and which is the most 
curious monument of the state of the arts in that age. 
Flanders acquired a positive and sonsiderable superi* 

* John Egmoia. on tdd chronicler, layi. that the counts ef HtdloDd wecf 
sword In Che fleuks of the blihopa of utrocht” 
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ority over all the odier pa^ of the Netherlands,' from 
the first estal^shment of 4 u or easU." 

descendants ot Baldwin Bras-de-ferf a^tgr having va-' 
liantly the Normaor towards the ^d of the 

ninth centil^i^howed theij^i^pes worthy of ruling over 
an industrious and energet^.^eople~They had built 
towns, culp^wn and cleared away foilRs, and reclaimed 
inundated lands: above all thii^jj^ they had understood 
and g^rde^ against the danger of parcelling out their 
atates at every succeeding generation ; and die county 
ofj£landerB passed entire iQfto the hsttA of the first-born 
of me family. The stability producl^ by this state of 
things had allowed the people to prosper. Tl^ Normans 
now visited the coasts, not as enemies but as merchants ; 
and Bruges, became the mart of the booty acquired by 
these bold pirates in England and on the higb»seas. The 
fisheries had begun to acquire an importance sufficient 
to establish the herring as one of ^ chief aliments 
of the population. Maritime commerce had made such 
strides, that Spain and Portugal were well known to both 
sailors and traders, and the voyage^ from Flanders to 
Lisbon was estimated at fifteen days' sail. Woollen 
stuffs formed the principal wealth of the country ; but 
salt, com, and jewellery, were also im|>ortant branches of 
traffic ; while the yduth of Flanders were jbo famous for 
their excellence in all martial pursuits, that foreign 
sovereigns wef^ at all times de^ii^us of obtaining bodies 
of troops from this nation. 

The greatest part of FlandertgUwas attached, as has 
been seen, to the king ^ ^|ance, |pd not to L^n-aine ; 

- but the depis|idance was liw more than nominal. In 
1071 the king of France attempted to exercise his au- 
thority over the country, by naming to the government the 
same countess Richilde who had .rsceived Hsinault and 
Namur for her dower, and who was left a widow, with 
sons still in their minority. The people assemided in the 
principal towns, and protested against tbia intervenrion 
of the French monarch. But we muat remarkt that it 
wks oilly the population of the low lands (whose stordy 
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aticeBtora had «ver resisted foreign domination) that now 
took part»in this ^Opposition.^ The vai^^ds which the 
counts of Flanders possessed in the Gallic movinces (the 
high groi^ids)j and in general all the nobim||^ronounce4 
strongly for submission %^ance j for the principles ot 
political freedom ihad novffm been fixed in the minds o£ 
the inhabitants of those parts of the country. But the 
lowlanders joined together under Robert^ sumamed the 
Frison^ brother of the deceased count ; and they so com-* 
pietely defeated the French^ the nobles and their unworthy 
associates of the*high ground^ that they despoiled^e 
usurping countess Richilde of even her hereditary pofr* 
sessions, ^n this war perished the celebrated Norman 
William Fitz-Osbonij who had flown to the succour of 
the defeated countesSj of whom he was enamoured. 

Robert the Frison, not satisfied with having beaten 
the king of France and the bishop of Liege^ restored in 
1076 the grandson of Thierry of HoUand in the pos^ 
sessions which had been forced from him by the duke 
of Lower Lorraine^ in the name of the emperor and the 
bishop of Utrecht ; so that it was this valiant chieftain 
whOj above all others^ is entitled to the praise of having 
successfully opposed the system of foreign domination 
on all the principal points of the country. Four years 
later^ Othon of Nassau was the first to unite in one 
CQunty the various cantons of Guelders. Finallyj in 
1086j Henry of Louvain^ the direct descendant of Lam- 
bertj joined to his title that of count of Brabant ; and 
from this period the country was partitioned pretty 
nearly as it was destined to remain for several centuries. 

In the midst of this gradual organi^on of the 
various counties^ history for some time loses sight of 
those FrisonSj the maritime people of the norths who 
took little part in the civil wars of two centuries. But 
still there was no portion of Europe which at that time 
offered a finer picture of social improvement than theae 
damp and unh^thy coasts. The name of Frisona 
tended from the Weser to the westward of the Zuydeir 
* Van Fraeta Oiiglne des Cotumunei de FUndres. 
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but not qtiite to the Rkine; and it became uatzal 
to consider novrionger as Frisona the subjecta of the 
counts of Hd|anAj whom we may now begin to disdn- 
liuish as HdfpiderB or Dutf]^ The Frison race alone 
tefused to recognise the Bov|jnjp counts. They boasted 
6f being self-governed ; owfl^no allegiance but to the 
emperor^ and regarding the counts of his nomination as 
so many officers charged to require obedience to the 
laws of the country^ but themselves obliged in all things 
to respect them. But the counts of Holland^ the bishops 
of^trechtj and several German beds* dignified from 
time to time with the title of counts of Friesland^ in- 
sisted that it carried with it a personal author!^ superior 
to that of the sovereign they represented. The des- 
cendants of the count Thierry^ a race of men remarkably 
warlike^ were the most violent in this assumption of 
power. Defeat after defeat, however, punished their 
obstinacy ; and numbers of those princes met death on 
the pikes of their Frison opponents. The latter had no 
regular leaders; but at the approach of the enemy t)ie 
inhabitants of each canton flew to arms, like the mem- 
bers of a single family ; and all the feudal forces brought 
against them failed to subdue this popular militia. 

The frequent result of these collisions was the refusal 
of the Frisons to recognise any authority whatever but 
that of the national judges. Each canton was governed 
according to its own laws, If a difficulty arose, ihe 
deputies of the nation met together on the borders of 
the Ema, in a place called the Trees of Upstal** ( 
stalUhoomeri), where three old oaks stood in the middle 
of an immetee plain. In this primitive council-place 
chieftains were chosen, who, on swearing to maintain 
the laws and oppose the common enemy, were invested 
with a limited and temporary authority. 

It does not appear that fMesland possessed any large"* 
towns, with the exception of Staveren. In this respect 
the FrUons resembled those ancient Germans who h^d 
a horror of shutting themselyes up within walls.* 

* GUbbos, il 360. 
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li^red in a way completely pitti^chal ; i|welliiig in iso 6 
Uted cabms^ and wilh habits of the ulimost inigality. 
We read in one of their old historiesj that a whole con- 
vent nf Benedictines was terrified at thevipracity of a 
German sculptor who wa^^pairing their chapel. They 
implored him to look elie#liere for his food; for that 
he and his sons consumed enough to exhaust the whole 
stock of the monastery. ^ 

In no part of Europe was the good sense of the 
people 80 effectively opposed to the unreasonable prac- 
tices of Catholicism in those days* The Prisons suc- 
cessfully resisted the payment of tithes ; and as a pu« 
nishment (if the monks are to be believed) the sea 
infiicted upon them repeated inundations. They forced 
their priests to marry^ saying that the man who had no 
wife necessarily sought for the wife of another. They 
a^mowledged no ecclesiastical decree^ if secular judges, 
double the number of the priests, did not bear a part in 
it t Thus the spirit of liberty burst forth in all their 
proceedings, and they were justified in calling themselves 
Frp^Vriesen, Free-Frisons. 

No nation is more interested than England in the 
examination of all that concerns this remote comer of 
Europe, so resolute in its opporition to both civil and 
rdigious tyranny; for it was there that those Saxon 
institutions and principles were first developed without 
constraint, while the time of their establishment in 
'England was still distant* Entrained by our narrow 
limits, we can merdy indicate this curious state of 
tiungs ; nor may we enter on many mysteries of social 
government which the most learned find a difficulty in 
solving. What were the rights of the nobles in their 
connection with these freemen ? What ties of redprooal 
interest bound the different cantons to each other? 
What were the privileges of the towns ? — These are the 
Boinute but important points of detail which are over- 
ihadowed by tiie grand and imposing figure of the 
pitional indqpendesice. But in fact, the emperors them;> 

, * Chroit Meaeoiiii f OadeVrleK^fae Wetten, De4 1 
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EdveBj in these distant tunes^ had little knowledge of 
this province, 4>id spoke of it vaguely, and as it were 
at random, in their diplomas, the chief monuments of 
the history o^the middle ages. The counts of Holland 
ancT the apostolic nuncios ad^ssed their acts and re- 
scripts indiscriminately to the nobles, clergy, magistrates, 
judges, consuls, or commons of Friesland. Sometimes 
appeared in those documents the vague and imposing 
title of the great Frison," applied to some popular 
leader. All this confusion ten^ to prove, on the au- 
thority of the histories of the epoch, and the chart^s 
so carefully collected by the learned that this question, 
now BO impossible to solve, was even then not rightly 
understood,— what were really those fierce and redoubt- 
able Frisons in their popular and political relations ? 
The fact is, that liberty was a matter so difficult to be 
comprehended by the writers of those times, that Frois- 
sart gave as his opinion, about the year 1880, that the 
Frisons were a most unreasonable race, for not recog- 
nising the authority and power of the great lords. 

The eleventh century had been for the Netherlands: 
(with the exception of Friesland and Flanders) an epoch 
of organisation j and had nearly fixed the political ex- 
istence of the provinces, which were so long confounded 
in the vast possessions of the empire. It is therefore 
important to ascertain under what influence and on 
what basis these provinces be^me consolidated at that 
period. Holland and Ze^dand, animated by th^ spirit 
which we may fairly distinguish undet the mingled title 
of Saxon and maritime, countries scarcely accessible, 
and with a vigorous population, possessed, in the de- 
scendants of Thierry 1., a race of national chieftains 
who did not attempt despotic rule over so unconquerable 
a people. In Brabant, the maritime towns of Berg-op- 
2k>om and Antwerp formed, in the Flemish style, so 
many republics, small but not insignificant ; while the 
southern parts of the province were under the sway of 
a nohilitjr who crushed, trampled on, or sold their vamla 

* F. Van Mitfii, Groot Chaiterboek tbb Zed. en Vlteabmd. 
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ftt their pleasure or caprice. The bishopric of Liege 
offered also the same contrast ; the xyppiainB of the 
nobility being governed with the utmost harshness^ 
while those prince -prelates Javished on their plebeian 
Tassals privileges which might have been supposed the 
bruits of generosity^ were it not clear that the ol^ect 
was to create an opposition in the lower orders ag^lns^ 
the turbulent aristocracy^ whom' they found it impossible 
to manage single-handed. The wars of these bishops 
against the petty noBlesj who made their castles so many 
receptacles of robbers and plunder^ were thus the found- 
ation of public liberty. And it appears tolerably cer- 
tain that the Paladins of Ariosto were in reality nothing 
more than those brigand chieftains of the Ardennes^ 
whose ruined residences preserve to this day the names 
which the poet borrowed from the old romance writers. 
But in all the rest of the Netherlands^ excepting the 
provinces already mentioned^ no form of government 
existed^ but that fierce feudality whidt reduced the 
people into serfs^ and turned the social state of man 
into a cheerless waste of bondage. 

It was th^n that the crusades^ with wild and stirring 
fanaticism^ agitatedj in the common impulse given to all 
Europej even those little states which seemed to slumber 
in their isolated independence. Nowhere did the voice 
of Peter the Hermit find a more sympathising echo than 
in these lands^ still desolated by so many intestine strug- 
gles. Godfrey of Bouillon^ duke of Lower Lorraine^ 
took the lead iu this chivalric and religious frenzy. 
With him set out the counts of Hainault and Flanders; 
the latter of whom received firom the English crusaders 
the honourable appellation of Fitz St. George. But 
al^ough the valour of all these princes wasr conspicuous^ 
from the foundation of the kingdom of Jerusalem by 
Godfrey of Bouillon in 1098^ until that of the L«atin 
empire of Constantinople by Baldwin of Flanders in 
BtiU the simple gentlemen and peasants of Fries- 
land did not less distinguish themselves. They vfm, 
on all occasional the first to mount the breach or 
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r the ^^rge ; the pope's nuncio found himself forced 
to prohibit tWIIrwy women of Friesland from embarking 
for the Holy Land — so anxious were they to share the 
perils and glory of their husbands and brothers in com* 
bating the Saracens. 

/ ^ We outlet given by the crusades to the over-boiling 
^■^TCouT of these warlike countries was a source of infinite 
advantage to their internal economy ; under the rapid pro- 
gress of civilisation the population increased and the fields 
WM-e cultivated. The nobility, reduced to moderation 
by the enfeebling consequences of extensive foreign wars, 
became comparatively impotent in their attempted efforts 
against domestic freedom. Those of Flanders and 
Brabant, also, were almost decimated in the terrible bat- 
tle of Bouvines, fought between the emperor Othon and 
Philip Augustus king of France. On no occasion, how- 
ever, had this reduced but not degenerate nobility shown 
more heroic valour. The Flemish knights, disdaining ta 
mount their hdkses or form their ranks for the repulse of 
the French cavalry, composed of common persons, con- 
temptuously received their shock on foot and in the dis- 
order of individual resistance. The braveyBuridan of 
Ypres led his comrades to the fight^ with the chivalric 
war-cry, Let each now think of her he loves !" But 
the issue of this battle was ruinous to the Belgians, in 
consequence of the bad generalship of the emperor, who 
had divided his army into small portions, which were 
defeated in detail. 

While the nobility thus declined, the towns began 
rapidly to develop the elements of popular force. In 
1120, a Flemish knight who might descend so far as ta 
marry a woman of the plebeian ranks incurred the pen- 
alty of degradation and servitude.*^ In 1220, scarcely 
a serf was to be found in all Flanders. t In 1300, the 
chiefs of the gUden^ or trades, were more powerful than 
tile nobles, These dates and these facts must suffice to 
mark the epoch at which the great mass of the nation 

« Vtta CAlt^ bonL 

4 The QounteM Jane had enftanchii^ all thaw belonKlng to Im M aastv 
aa Sig.Com.Fl 
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arose from the wretchedness in which it was plunged by 
the Norman invasion^ and acquired sufficient strength 
and freedom to form a real political force. But it is 
remarkable that the same results took place in all the 
counties or dukedoms of |ihe Lowlands precisely at the 
same period. In fact, if we start from the year 
on this interesting enquiry^ we shall see the commons' 
attacking^ in the first place the petty feudd lords^ and 
next the counts and the dukes themselves^ as often as jus- 
tice was denied them. In 1257j the peasants of Holland 
and the burghers of Utrecht^ proclaimed freedom and 
e^(uality, drove out the bishop and the nobles^ and began 
a memorable struggle which lasted full two hundred 
years. In 1260j the townspeople of Flanders app^^ded 
to the king of France agdnst the decrees of their county 
who ended the quarrel by the loss of his county. In 
1303, Mechlin and Louvain^ tlie chief towns of Brabant^ 
expelled the patrician families. A coincidence like this 
cannot be attributed to trifling or partid ^uses^ such as 
the Jhisconduct of a single county or other locd evil ; but 
to a great generd movement in the popular mind^ the 
progress of agriculture and industry in the whole country^ 
superinducing an increase of wed^ and intelligence^ 
whichj when unrestrained by the inBuence of a corrupt 
government^ must naturally lead to the liberty and the 
happiness of a people. 

The weaving of woollen and linen cloths was one of 
the chief sources of this growing prosperity. A prodi- 
gious quantity of cloth and linen was manufactured in all 
parts of the Netherlands. The maritime prosperity 
acquired an equd increase by the carrying trade^ both 
in imports and exports. '\^ole fleets of Dutch and 
Fl^fnish merchant ships repdred regulafly to the coasts 
of Spain and Languedoc. Flanders was already become 
the great market for England and all the north of Europe. 
The great increase of population forced all parts of 
country into cultivation; so much so^ that lands were in 
those times sold at a high price^ which are to-day left 
waste from imputed sterility. 
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Legislation naturally followed the movements of ^hose 
jMDsitive and material interests. The earliest of the 
townsj after the invasion of the NormanSj were in some 
degree but places' of refuge. It was soonj however, 
established that the regular inhabitants of these bulwarks 
,of Uie country should not be subjected to any servitude 
beyond their care and defence; but the citizen who 
might absent himself for a longer period than forty days 
was considered a deserter and deprived of his rights. It 
was about the year 1100 that the commons begah to 
possess the privilege of r^^ating their internal affairs : 
they appointed their judges and magistrates, and attached 
to iheir authority the old^custom of ordering all the citi- 
zens to assemble or march when the summons of the 
feudal lord sounded the signal for their assemblage or 
service. By this means each mimicipal magistracy had 
the disposal of a force far superior to those of the nobles, 
for the population of the towns exceeded both in number 
and discipline’ the vassals of the seignorial lands. 
these trained bands of the towns made war in a way very 
different from that hitherto practised ; for the chivalry 
of the country, making the trade of arms a profession 
for life, the feuds o& the chieftains produced hereditary 
struggles, almost always slow, and mutually disastrous. 
But the townsmen, forced to tear themselves from every 
association of home and its manifold endearments, ad- 
vanced boldly to the olgect of the contest; never shrink- 
ing from the dangers of war, from fear of that still 
greater to be found in a prolonged struggle. It is thus 
that it may be remarked, during the memorable conflicts 
of the thirteenth century, that when even the bravest of 
the knights advised their counts or dukes to grant or 
demand a truce, the citizen militia never knew but one 
cry — the charge!''* 

Evidence was soon given of the importance of this 
new nation, when it became forced to take up anna 
against enemies still more redoubtable than the counta. 
In 1301, the Flemings, who had abandoned their own 

* ButketiB, Trophies de Brabant 
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■0feidg& to fUtomAiitoMelT^ to Philip tiie Fair, king 
of iVanoe^ to repent of their newly formed rUb^ 

gsmtee, and to be weary of the master they had chosen. 
Two cituEOns of Bruges, Peter de Koning, a^ draper, 
•ad Jdm fireydel, a buttSier, put themselres at the 
of their fellow townsmen, and completely dislodged 
the Frendi troops who garrisoned it. The following 
year, die militia of Bru^ and the immediate neigh- 
bourhood sustained alone,' at the battle of Courtrai, the 
diock of one of the finest armies that France ever sent 
into the field. Victory sooi^declared for the gallant 
men of Bruges ; upwards of SOOO of the French chi- 
valry, besides common soldiers, were left dead on the 
fiel(i . In 150i, after a long contested battle, the Flem- 
ings forced the king of France to release their count, 
whom he had l^d prisoner. 1 believe it rains Flem- 
ings said Philip, astonished to see them crowd on 
him from oU sides of the field. But this multitude of 
warpors, always ready to meet the foe, were provided 
for the most part by ^e towns, fn the hc gnorial sys- 
tem a village hardly furnished more than four^or,Jfive 
men, and these only on important occasions; but in that 
of die towns, every citizen was enrolled a soldiet^ to 
defend the country at all times. 

The same system established in Brabant forced the 
duke of that province to sanction and guarantee the po- 
pular privilegeSj and the superiority of the people over 
the nobility. Such was the result of the famous con- 
tract concluded in 1312 at Cortenbergh^ by which the 
duke created a legislative and judicial assembly to meet 
every twenty-one days for the provincial business ; and 
to consist of fourteen deputies, of whom only four were 
to be nobles, and ten were chosen from the people. The 
duke was bound by this act to hold himself in obedience 
to the legislative decisions of the council, and renounced 
all right of levying arbitrary taxes or duties on the 
state. ^ Thus were the local privileges of the people 
by degrees secured and ratified ; but the various towns, 

• Bintenu, MSS. BibL BruxeU. 
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united together^ end progrenivdiy extended their in« 
fluence and powers The confederatUm between Flanden 
and Btabant was soon consolidated. The burghers of' 
Bruges^ who had taken the liad in the grand national 
union^ and had been the foremost to expd the fore^ps 
force^ took umbrage in 1323 at an arbit^ai^measure of 
their county Louis (called ofCressy by posthumoos no- 
minatioBj from hia havii% been killed at that c^ebiated 
fight)j by which he ceded, to the count of Namnr^ his 
great unde» the port of iEfeuse^ and authorised him to 
levy duties there in the style of the feudal lords of the 
high country. It was but the affair of a day to the 
intrepid citizens to attack the fortress of Eclu^ carry 
it by assault^ and take prisoner the old count of Namur. 
They destroyed in a short time almost^^all the strong 
castles of the nobles throughout the province j and 
having been joined by all the towns of western Fhuu 
ders^.they fin^y made prisoners count Louis himyilf 
with almost the wh3e of the nobility, who had taken 
refuge -with him in the town of Courtrai. But Ghent, 
actuated by the jealousy which at all times existed be- 
tween it and Bruges, stood aloof at this crisis. The 
latter town was obliged to come to a compromise with 
the count, who soon afterwards, on a new quarrel break- 
ing out, and supported by the king of France, almost 
annihilated his sturdy opponents at the battle of Cassel, 
where the Flemish infantry, commanded by Nicholas 
Zannekin and others, were literally cut to pieces by the 
French knights and men at arms. 

This check proved the absolute necessity of union 
among the rival cities. Ten years after the battle of 
Cassel, Ghent set Uie example of general opposition ; 
this example was promptly followed, and the chief towns 
flew to arms. The celebrated James d'Artaveldt, com- 
monly called the brewer of Ghent, put himself at the 
head of this formidable insurrection. He was a mah 
of a distinguished family, who had himself enrolled 
among the guild of brewers,, to entitle him to occupy a 
D 4 
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'place in the corpomtion of Ghent^ which he soon suc- 
ceeded in managing and leading at his pleasure. The 
tyranny of the county and the French, party which sup- 
ported himj became so intolerable to Artaveldtj that he 
resolved to assail them at all hazards^ unappalled by the 
fate of his father-in-law^ Sohierde Courtraij who lost 
his head firr a similar attempt^ and notwithstanding the 
hitherto devoted “fidelity a# his native city do the count. 
One only object seemed insurmountable. The Flem- 
ings had sworn allegiance to the crown of France j and 
they revolted at the idea of perjury, even’ from an ex- 
torted oath. But to overcome their scruples, Artayeldt 
proposed to acknowledge the 1:laim of £dward III. of 
England to the French crown.^ The Flemings readily 
acceded to this arrangement ^ quickly overwhelmed count 
Louis of Cressy and his French partisans ; and then 
joined, with an army of 60,000 men, the Epglish mo- 
narch, who had landed at Antwerp. These “numerous 
auxiliaries rendered Edward's army irresistible ; and 
soon afterwards the French and English fleets, both of 
formidable power, but the latter of inferior force, met 
near Sluys, and engaged in a battle meant to be decisive 
of the war : victory remained doubtful during an entire 
^day of fighting, until a Flemish squadron hastening to 
the aid of the Englisli, fixed the fate of the combat by 
the utter defeat of the enemy. 

A truce between the t“^o kings did not deprive Arta- 
veldt of his well-earned authority. He was invested 
with the title of ruward, or conservator of the peace, 
of Flanders, and governed the wholfe province with 
almost sovereign sway. It Was said that king Edward 
used familiarly to call him '^his dear gossip and it is 
certain that there was not a feudal lord of the time 
whose power was not eclipsed by this leader of the 
people. One of the principal motives which cemented 
the attachment of the Flemings to Artaveldt, was the 
advantage obtained through his influence with Edward 
for facilitating the trade with England, whence they 
* VUUrct, Hilb. de France, t vilL 
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procured the chief supply of wwi for their manufac- 
tories. Edward promis^ them 70,000 sacks as the 
reward of their alliance. But though greatly influenced 
by the stimulus of general interest, the Flemings loved 
their domestic liberty better than English wool ; and 
when they found that their ruward degenerated from a 
firm patriot into the* partisan of a foreign prince, they 
became disgusted with himlHtogether ; and he perished 
in 1345, in a tumult raised against him by those by 
whom he had been so lately idolised. The Flemings 
held firm, nevertheless, in their alliance with England, 
only regulating the connection by a steady principle of 
national independence.^ 

Edward knew weU how to conciliate and manage these 
faithful and important atixiliaries during all his conti- 
nental wars. A Flemish army covered the siege of 
Calais in 1348 ; and, under the command of Giles de 
Ryper^erste, a mere weaver of Ghent, they beat the* 
dauphin of France in a pitched battle. But Calais once 
taken, and a truce concluded^ the English king aban- 
doned his allies. These, left wholly to their own re- 
sources, forced the French and the heif of their count, 
young Louis de Male, to recognise their right to self- 
government according to their wcient privileges, and 
of not being forced to give aid to France in any war 
against England. Flanders may therefore be pronounced 
98 forming, at this epoch, hath in right and fact, a truly 
independent principality.t . 

But such struggles as these left a deep and immovable 
sentiment of hatred in the minds of the vanquished. 
Louis de Male longed for the re-establishment and ex- 
tension of his authority ; and had the art to gain over 
to his views ^ot only all the nobles, but many of the 
most influential guilds or trades. Ghent, which long 
resisted his attempts, was at length reduced by famine ; 
and the count projected the ruin, or at least the total 
subjection, of this turbulent town. A son of Artaveldt 

started forth at this juncture, when the popular cause 

is- 

* Meyerus, Ann. FI. f 
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seemed lost ; and j#iing with his fellow citizens J ohn 
Lyons and Peter du Bois^ he led 7000 resolute burghers 
against 40,000 feudal vassals. He completely defeated 
the count, and took the town of Bruges, where Louis de 
Male only obtained safety by hiding himself under the 
bed of an old woman who gave him shelter. * Thus 
once more feudality was defeated in a fresh struggle with 
civic freedom. * 

The consequences of this event were immense. They 
reached to the very heart of France, where the people 
bore in great discontent the feudal yoke ; and Froissart 
declares, that the success of the people of Ghent had 
nearly overthrown the superiority of the nobility over 
the people in France. But the king, Charles VI., ex- 
cited by his uncle, Philip the Btfld, duke of Burgundy, 
took arms in support of the defeated count, and marched 
with a powerful army against the rebellious burghers. 
Though defeated in four successive combats, in the lat- 
ter of which, that of Roosbeke, Artaveldt was killed, the 
Flemings would not submit to their, imperious count, 
who used every persuasion with Charles to continue his 
assistance for the punishment of these refractory sub- 
jects. f But the duke of Burgundy was aware that a 
too great perseverance would end, either in driving the 
people to despair and the possible defeat of the French, 
or the entire conquest of the country and its junction to 
the crown of France, He, being son-in-law to Louis 
de Male, and consequently aspiring to the inheritance 
of Flanders, saw with a keen glance the advantage of a 
present compromise. On the death of Louis, who is 
stated to have been murdered by Philip's brotherj the 
duke of Berri, he concluded a peace with the rebel 
burghers, and entered at once upon the sovereignty of 
the country. J 

* Oudegh erst, Chron. van Vlaenderen. * 

t De Barante, Hist des Dues de Bourgogne. 

t Meyer de Barante, &c. 1384. 
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CHAP. V.. 

. 13^4—1506, 

TROM THE SUCCESSION <fr PHILIP THE BOLD TO THE COUNTY OP 
FLANDERS, TO THE DEATH OF PHILIP THE FAIR. 

Thus the house of Bur^ndy^ which soon after became 
BO formidable and celebrated, obtained this vast acces- 
sion to its power. The various changes which had 
taken place in the neighbouring provinces during the 
continuance of these civil wars had altered the state of 
Flanders altogether. John d'Avesnes count of Hai- 
nault having also succeeded in 1299 to the county of 
Holland, the two provinces, though separated by Flan- 
ders and Brabant, remained from that time under the 
government of the same chief, who soon' became more 
powerful than the bishops of Utrecht, or even than their 
formidable rivals the Frisons. 

During the wars which desolated these opposing 
territories, in consequence of the perpetual conflicts 
for superiority, the power of the various towns insen- 
sibly became at least as great as that of the nobles to 
whom they were constantly opposed. The commercial 
interests of Holland, also, were considerably advanced 
by the influx of Flemish merchants forced to seek re- 
fuge there from the convulsions which agitated their 
province. Every day confirmed and increased the pri- 
vileges ,of the people of Brabant ; while at Liege the 
inhabitants gradually began to gain the upper hand, and 
to shake off the former subjection to their sovereign 
bishops. 

Although Philip of Burgundy became count of Flan- 
ders, by the death of his father-in-law; in the year 
1384 , it was not till' the following year that he con- 
cluded a peace with the people of Ghent, and entered 
into quiet possession of the province. In t)ie same year 
the duchess of Brabant, the la&t descendant of the duke 
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of that province, leaving no nearer relative than 

the duchess of Burj^ndy; so that Philip obtained in 
right of his wife this new and important accession to his 
dominions. But the consequent Increase of the sove- 
reign’s power was not, as is often the case, injurious to 
the liberties or happiness of the people. Philip conti- 
nued to govern jn the interest of the country, which he 
had the good sense to cc||sideT as identified with his 
own. He augmented the privileges of the towns, and 
negotiated ■ for the return into Flanders of those mer- 
chants who had emigrated to Germany and Holland 
during the continuance of the civil wars.* He thus by 
degrees accustomed his new subjects, so proud of their 
rightSj to submit to his authority; and his peaceable 
reign was onl/ disturbed by the fatal issue of the expe- 
dition of his son, John the Fearless, count of Nevers, 
against the Turks* This young prince, filled with am- 
bition and temerity, was offered the command of the 
force sent by Charles III. of France to the assistance of 
Sigismund of Hungary in his war against Bajazet. Fol- 
lowed by a numerous body of nobles, he entered on the 
contest, and was defeated and taken prisoner by' the 
Turks at the battle of Nicopolis. His army was totally 
destroyed, aftd himself only restored to liberty on the 
payment of an immense ransom.t ‘ 

, John the Fearless succeeded in 1 404 to the inherit- 
ance of all his father's dominions, with the exception 
of Brabant, of which his younger brother, Anthony of 
Burgundy, became duke. J ohn, whose ambitious and 
ferocious character became every day more strongly 
dlt^lopedj now aspired to the government of France 
during the insanity of his cousin Charles VI, He 
occupied hiihself little with the affairs of the Nether- 
lands, from which he oiiI|r^|dmred to draw supplies of 
men. .But the Flemings Jl^ng no interest in his per- 
sonal views or private projeoCs, and equally indifiBsrent to 
the rivalry of England, and France, which now began so 
fearfully to afiyiet the latter kingdom, forced their am- 
* Oudeghent, Chron.Vlaend. t De Barante, t li. 
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bitiouB count to declare their province a neutral country 
BO that the English merchants were admitted as ususd to 
trade in all the porjtfl of Flanders, and the Flemings 
equally well received in England, while the duke made 
open war against Great Britain in his quality of a prince 
of France and sovereign of Burgundy. This is probably 
the earliest well-established instance of si|ch a distinction 
between the prince and the pj^ple. 

Anthony duke of Brabant, the brother of Philip, was 
not BO closely restricted in his authority and wishes. He 
led all the nobles of the province to take part in the 
quarrels of France ; and he suffered the penalty of his 
rashness, in meeting his death in the battle of Agin court. 
But the duchy suffered nothing by this event, for the 
militia of the country had not foUowed their duke and 
his nobles to the war; and a national council was now 
established, consisting of eleven persons, two of whom 
were ecclesiastics, three barons, two knights, and four 
commoners. This council, formed on principles fio 
fairly popular, conducted the public affairs with great 
wisdom during the minbrity of the young duke. Each 
province seems thus to have governed itself upon prin- 
ciples of republican independence. The sovereigns could 
not at discretion, or by the want of it, pla^Hhe bloody 
game of war for their- mere amusement ; and the em- 
peror putting in his claim at this epoch to his ancient 
rights of sovereignty over Brabant, as an imperial def, 
4ithe council and the people treated the demand with 
derision. - ^ 

The spirit of constitutional liberty and legal equality 
which now animated the various provinces, is strong!^" 
marked in the history of the time by two striking and 
charact^stic incidents. At the death of Philip the 
Bold, his widow deposited tomb her purse, and 

the keys wUch she carried girdle in token of 

marriage; and by this humdUMng ceremony she re- 
nounced her rights to a succe^lion overloaded with hisr 
husband's debts. t In tke same year (14Qii) the widow 

• Mejerui, f IfonitTdek, 1 1. 
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of Albert count of Holland and Hainault^ finding hersdf 
in similar circumstancesj required of the bailiff of Hol- 
land and the judges of his court permission to make a 
like renunciation. The claim was granted ; and to fulfil 
the requisite ceremony^ she walked at the head of Oie 
funeral procession, carrying in her hand a blade of straw, 
which she placed on the coffin.* We thus find that in 
such cases the reigning fan^ilies were held liable to follow 
the common usages of the country. From such instances 
there required but little progress in the principle of 
equality to reach the republican conten^pt for rank, whidi 
made ffie citizens of Bruges in the fbllowing century 
arrest their count for his private debts. 

The spirit of independence had reached the same 
point at Liege. The families of the counts of Holland 
and Hainault, which were at this time distinguished by 
the name of Bavaria, because they were only descended 
from the ancient counts of Netherland extraction in the 
female line, had sufficient influence to obtain the nomi- 
nation to the bishopric for a prince who was at liie 
period in his infancy. John of Bavaria, — for so he was 
called, and to his name was afterwards added the epithbt 
of the Pitiless," — on reaching his majority, did not 
think it necessary to cause himself to be consecrated a 
priest, but governed as a lay sovereign. The indignant 
citizens of Liege expelled him, and chose another bishop. 
But the houses of Burgundy and Bavaria, cloself alli^ 
by intermarriages, made common cause in his i|uarrel ,* 
and John duke of Burgundy, and William IV. count of 
Holland and Hainault, brother of the bishop, replaced 
by force this cruel and unworthy prelate. 

This union of the government over all the provinces 
iti two families so closely connected, rendered the pre- 
ponderance of the mien too strong for that balance 
hithei^ kept steady by the popular force. The former 
could on each new quiirel join together, and employ 
against any particular town their whole united resotiroes ; 
whereas the latter could only act by isolated (SjP^ta for 

* Wafcnur, Hitt Van YaderUDd. 
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the maintenance of their separate rights. Such was 
the cause of a considerable decline in public liberty 
during the fifteenth century. It is true that John the 
Fearless gave almost his ivhole attention to his Frendi 
political intrigues^ and to the fierce quarrels which he 
maintained with the house of Orleans. But his nepheWj 
John duke of Brabant^ having marriedj in 14l6j his 
cousin Jacquelinej daughter and heiress of William IV, 
count of Holland and HainatQtj this branch of the house 
of Burgundy seemed to get the start of the elder in its 
progressive influence over the provinces of the Nether- 
lands. The dukes of Guelders^ who had changed their 
title of counts for one of superior rank^ acquired no 
accession of power proportioned to their new dignity. 
The bishops of Utrecht became by degrees weaker ; pri- 
vate dissensions enfeebled Friesland Luxembourg was 
a poor unimportant ^dukedom ; but Holland^ Hainault^ 
and Brabantj formed the very heart of the Netherlands ; 
while the elder branch of the same famOy^ under whom 
they were united^ possessed Flanders, Artois, and the 
two Burgundys. To complete the prosperity and power 
yjof this latter branch, it was soon destined to inherit. the 
entire dominions of the other. 

A fact, the consequences of which were so important 
for the entire of .Europe, merits considerable attention ; 
but it is most difficult to explain at once concisely and 
clewly the series of accidents, manoeuvres, tricks, and 
crimes, by which it was accomplished. It must first be 
remarked, that this John of Brabant, become the hus- 
band of his cousin Jacqueline countess of Holland and 
Hain^ult, possessed neither the moral nor physical qua- 
lities suited to mate with the most lovely, intrepid, and 
talented woman of her times j nor the vigour and firm* 
ness required for the maintenance of an increased, and 
for those days a considerable^ dominion. Jacqueline 
^ thoroughly despised her insignificant husband,' first in 
secret, and subsequently by those open avowals forced 
from by his revoldng combinatic^ of weakness, 
cowarcuce, and tyranny. He tamely allowed the pro* 
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vince of Holland to be invaded by the same ungrateful 
biahop of Liege^ ^ Pitiless^ whom his wife's 

fotheir and his own uncle re-established in his justly 
forfeited authority. But John of Brabant revenged 
himself for his wife's contempt by a ^aeries of domestic 
persecutions so odious^ that the states of Brabjihit inter- 
fered for her protoetibn. Finding itj however^ impossible 
to remain in a perpetual contest with a husband whom 
she hated and despised^ she £ed from Bnisselsj where he 
held his ducal courts and took refuge in England^ under 
the protection of Henry V.^ at Jhat time in the plenitude' 
of hie fame and power,* 

England at this epoch enjoyed the proudest station in 
European affairs. J ohn the Fearless^ after having caused 
the murder of his rival the duke of Orleans^ was himself 
assassinated on the bridge of MontereaUj by the followers 
of the dauphin of France^ and in his presence. Philip 
duke of Burgundy^ the son and successor of John^ had 
formed a close alliance with Henry V.^ to revenge his 
father's murder ; and soon after the death of the king he 
married his sister^ and thus united himself still more 
nearly to the celebrated John duke of Bedford^ brother 
of Henryj and regent of FrancCj in the name of his in- 
fant nephew, Henry VI. But besides the share on which 
he reckoned in the spoils of France, Philip al^ looked 
with a covetous eye on the inheritance of Jacqu^|jne, his 
cousin. As soon as he had learned that this princell^fio 
wejd received in England, was taking measures for hav^g 
her marriage annulled, to enable her to espouse the duke 
of Gloucester, also the brother of Henry V., and subse- 
quently known by the appellation of the good duke 
Humphrey," he was tormented by a double anxiety. 
He, in the first place, dreaded that Jacqueline might 
have children by her projected marriage with Gloucester, 
fa circumstance neither likely, nor even possible, in the 
l^inion of some historians, to result from her union with 
John of Brabant tj) and thus deprive him of his right 
of succession to her states ; and in the next, he- was 

' • Monitrelet + Hume, voL lil. p. 133., 
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jealous of the possible domiiiatio^^ of England in ^ 
Netherlands as well as in France. He therefore sooli 
self-absolved from all his vows of irevenge in the 
cause of his murdered father^ and laboured solely for the 
ol^ect of "his personal aggrandisement, To break his 
connection with Bedford ; to treat iWicretly with the 
dauphin^ his father's assassin^ or at least the witness and 
warrant for his assassination j and to shuffle from party 
to party as occasion required; were movements of no 
difficulty to Philip^ sumamed the Good.” He openly 
espoused the cause of his infamous relative John of 
Brabant; sent a powerful army into Hainault^ which 
Gloucester vainly stroVe to defend in right of his affi^ 
anc^ wife; and next seized on Holland and Zealand^ 
where he met with a long but ineffectual resistance on 
the part of the courageous woman he so mercilessly 
oppressed. Jacqueline, deprived of the assistance of her 
stanch but rqii^ friends and abandoned by Glou- 
cester, (who, on fhe refusal of pope Martin V. to sanction 
her divorce, had married another woman, and but feebly 
aided the efforts of the former to maintain her rights,) 
was now left a widow by the death of John of Brabant. 
But Philip, without a shadow of justice, pursued his 
designs against her dominions, and finally despoiled her 
of her last possessions, and even of the title of countess, 
which she forfeited by her marriage with Vrank Van 
Borselen, a genUeman of Zealand, contrary to a compiict 
to whigh Philip's tyranny had forced her to consent. 
After a career the most checquered and romantic which 
is recorded in history, the beautiful and hitherto un- 
fortunate Jacqueline found repose and happiness in the 

* We must not omit to notice the existence of two faction!, which, for 
near two centurlee, divided and agitated the whole population of Holland 
and Zealand, One bore the title of Boeks (Ashing Jiooka) the other waa 
called Kaabeliauws (cod-fish). The origin of these burlesque denomieu 
atlOiu waa a diapute between two parties at a feast, as to whether the ooS* 
fish took the ho<^, or the book the cod-fish ? Thia apparently ftivoloua i&H 
pute wWb made the pretext for a serious quarrel ; and the partisans of the 
nqbtoa and those oftt^e towns ranged themselves at either aide, and ataumefl 

^ distinction. The Hoekg, partisans of the towna, wore 

red capsj the kkabeljauw wore grey ones. In Jacqueline's C|uarral wift 
Philip of Burgundy, she was supported by the former ; and it waa not till 
the year 1492 that the extinction df that popular and turbulent fliqtion struck 
a final blow to the dissensions of both, 
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tranquillity of private life; and her death in 1436^ At 
the age of thirty- six; removed all restraint from Phihp’f^ 
thirst for aggrandisement, in the indulgence of 'which 
he drowned his remorse. As if fortune had conspired 
for the rapid consolidation of his greatness, the death of 
Philip count of St. Pol, who had succeeded his brother 
John in the dukedom of B^bant, gave him the sove- 
reignty of that extensive pro'vincej and his dominions 
soon extended to the very limits of Picardy, by the 
peace of Arras, concluded with the dauphin, now be- 
come Charles VII., and by his finally contracting a strict 
alliance with France. 

Philip of Burgundy, thus become sovereign of domi- 
nions at once so extensive and compact, had the pre- 
caution and address to obtain from the emperor a formal 
renun ciatilfc of his existing, though almost nomihal, 
rights a^ffed paramount. He next purchased the 
title of the duchess of Luxembourg to that duchy ; ahd 
thus the states of the house of Burgundy gained an 
extent about equal to that of the existing kingdom of 
the Netherlands. For although on the north and east 
they did not include Friesland, the bishopric of Utrecht, 
Guelders, or the province of Liege, still on the south 
and west they comprised French Flanders, the Boulon- 
nais, Artois, and a part of Picardy, besides Burgundy. 
But it has been already seen how limited an authority 
was possessed by the rulers of the maritime provinces. 
Flanders in particular, the most populous and wealthy, 
strictly preserved its republican institutions. Ghent and 
Bruges were the two great to'wns of the province, and 
each maintained its individual authority over its re- 
spective territory, with great indifference to the will or 
the wishes of the sovereign duke. Philip, however, had 
the policy to divide most effectually these rival to'wns. 
After having fallen into the hands of the people of 
Bruges, whom he made a vain attempt to surprise, and 
who massacred numbers of his followers before his eyes, 
be forced them to submission by the assistance of the 
catizens of Ghent, who sanctioned the banishment of 
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the chief men of the vanqnidied town. * But some 
years later Ghent was in its tunf oppressed and pun#- 
iehed for having resisted the payment of some new tax* 
It found no support from the rest of Flanders. Ne- 
vertheless this powerful city singly maintained the war 
for the space of two years ; but the intrepid burghers 
finally yielded to the veterans of the duke^ formed to 
victory 'in the French wars. The principal privileges 
of Ghent were on this occasion revoked and annulled, f 

During these transactions the province of Holland^ 
which enjoyed a degree of liberty almost equal with 
Flanders, had declared war against the Hanseatic towns 
on its own proper authority. Supported by Zealand^ 
which formed a distinct country, but was strictly united 
to it by a common interest, Holland equipped a fleet 
against the pirates which infested their and as^ 

sailed their commeroe, and soon -forced nipi' to sub- 
mission. Philip in the mean time contrived to manage 
the conflicting elements of his power with great subtlety. 
Notwithstanding his ambitious and despotic character, 
he conducted himself so cautiously, that his people by 
common consent confirmed his title of the Good," 
which was somewhat inappropriately given to him at 
the very epoch when he appeared to deserve it least 
Age and exhaustion may be adduced among the causes 
of the toleration which signalised his latter years ; and 
if he was the usurper of some parts of his dominions, 
he cannot be pronounced a tyrant over any. 

Philip had an only son, bom and reared in thr 
midst of that ostentatious greatness which he looked on 
as his own by divine right ; whereas his father remem- 
bered that it had chiefly become his by fortuitous ac- 
quirement, and much of it by means not likely to look 
well in the sight of heaven. This son was Charles 
count of Charoloia, afterwards celebrated under the 
name of Charles the Rash. He gave, even in the life- 
time of his father, a striking specimen of despoUsm to 
the people of Holland. Appointed stadtholder of that 
* Oodegheret t ^ Burante, t vL 
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province in 1457, he appropriated to himself several- 
important successions ; forced the inhabitants to labour 
in the formation of dykes the security of the pro-^ 
petty thus acquired j andj in a wordj conducted himself 
as an absolute master. ^ Soon afterwards he broke out 
into open opposition to his father^ who had complained 
of this undutiful and impetuous son to the states of the 
provinces, venting his grief in lamentations instead of 
punishing his people's wrongs. But his private rage 
burst forth one day in a manner as furious as his public 
expressions were tame. He went so far as to draw his 
sword on Charles and pursue him through his palace f; 
and a disgusting yet instructive spectacle it was, to see 
this father and son in mutual and disgraceful discord, 
like two birds of prey quarrelling in the same eyrie ; 
the olil count outrageous to find he was no longer un- 
disputed sovereign, atid the young one in feeling that 
he had not yet become so. But Philip was declining 
daily. Yet even when dying he preserved his natural 
haughtiness and energy ; and being provoked by the 
insubordination of the people of Liege, he had himself 
carried to the scene of their punishment. The refractory 
town of IXnant, on the Meuse, was utterly destroyed by 
the two counts, and 600 of the citizens drowned in the 
river, and in cold blood. The following year Philip 
expired, leaving to Charles his long wisbed-for inherit- 
ance. 

The reign of Philip had produced a revolution in 
Belgian manners ; for his example and the great increase 
of wealth had introduced habits of luxury hitherto quite 
imknown. He had also brought into fashion romantic 
notions of military honour, love, and chivalry ; which, 
while they certainly softened the character of the no- 
bility, contained nevertheless a certain mixture of fri- 
volity and' extravagance. The celebrated order of the 
Golden Fleece, which was introduced by Philip, was less 
an institution based on grounds of rational magnificence, 
than a puerile emblem of his passion for Isabella of 
* Preuvefl et Addltiotu sur Comines, t Ir. f Chronique de Holland^. 
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Portugal, his third wife. The verses of a cphtemporary 
poet induced him to make a vow for the conquest of 
Constantinople from the Turks. * He certainly never 
attempted to execute this senseless crusade ; but he did 
aot omit so fair an opportunity for levying new taxes 
on his people. And it is undoubted, that the splendour 
of his court and the immorality of his example were 
no slight sources of corruption to the countries which 
he governed. 

In this respect, at least, a totally different kind of 
government was looked for on the part of his son and 
successor, who was by nature and habit a mere soldier. 
Charles began his career by seizing on all the money 
and jewels left by his father ; he next dismissed the 
crowd of useless functionaries who had fed upon, under 
the pretence of managing, the treasures of the state. 
But this salutary and sweeping reform was only effected 
to enable the sovereign to pursue uncontrolled the most 
fatal of all passions, that of war. Nothing can better 
paint the true character of this haughty and impetuous 
prince than his crest (a branch of holly), and his motto. 
Who touches it, pricks himself,'" Charles bad con- 
ceived a furious and not ill-founded hatred for his base 
yet formidable neighbour and rival, Louis XI. of France. 
The latter had succeeded in obtaining from Philip the 
restitution of some towns in Picardy; cause sufficient to 
excite the resentment of his inflammable successor, who, 
during his father's lifetime, took open part with some 
of the vassals of France in a temporary struggle against 
the throne. Louis, who had been worsted in a combat 
where both he and Charles bcu-e a part, was not behind- 
hand in his hatred. But inasmuch as one was haughty, 
audacious, and intemperate, the other was cunning, cool, 
and treacherous. Charles was the proudest, most daring, 
and most unmanageable prince that ever made the sword 
the type and the guarantee of greatness ; Louis the 
most subtle, dissimulating, and treacherous king that 
ever wove in his closet a tissue of hollow diplomacy and 
> ~ * Monstrelet Olivier de la Marche. . ^ 
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bad faith i|| goveminent. The struggle between these 
sovereigns Was unequal only in respect to this difference 
of character ; for France^ s^^ivided as it still wosj and 
exhausted by the wars with England^ was not 
parable^ either as regarded men^ money^ or the other 
resources of the state^ to the compact and pFCN^»erous 
dominions of Burgundy. 

Charles showed some symptoms of good sense and 
greatness of mind^ soon after his accession to power^ that 
gave a false colouring to his disposition^ and encouraged 
illusory hopes as to his future career. Scarcely was he 
proclaimed count of Flanders at (xhent^ when the popu- 
lace, surrounding his hotel, absolutely insisted on and 
extorted hia consent to the restitution of their ancient 
privileges.* Furious as Charles was at this bold proof 
ef insubordination, he did not revenge it ; andne treated 
with equal indulgence the city of Mechlin, which had 
expelled its governor and rased the citadel. The ^people 
of Liege, having revolted against their bishop, Louis of 
Bourbon, who was closely connected with the house of 
Burgundy, were defeated by the duke in 1467, but he 
treated them with clemency ; and immediately after this 
event, in February 1468, he concluded with Edward IV- 
of England an alliance, offensive and defensive, against 
France, f 

The real motive of this alliance was rivalry and 
hatred against Louis. The ostensible pretext was this 
monarches having made war against the duke of Bri- 
tany, Charles's old ally in the short contest in which he, 
while yet but count, had measured his strength with his 
rival after he became king. The present union between 
England and Burgundy was too powerful not to alarm 
Louis; he demanded an explanatory conference with 
(^harles, and the town of Peronne in Picardy was fixed 
on for their meeting. Louis, willing to imitate the 
boldness of his rival, who had formerly come to m^t 
him in the very midst of his army, now came to the ren- 
dezvous almost alone. But he was severely mortified, 

* Philip de Comlnea. f RTmer. voLv. p. 11. 
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and near paying a greater penalty than fright^ for this 
hazardous conduct The duke^ having recefved intelli- 
gence of a new revolt at I^e excited by some of the 
agents of France^ instant^ made Louis prisonerj in 
defiance of every law of honour or fair dealing. The 
excess of his rage and hatred might have carried him 
to a more disgraceful extremityj had not LouiSj by 
force of bribery, gained over some of his most influentii 
counsellors, who succeeded in appeasing his rage. He 
contented himself with humiliating, when he was dis- 
posed to punish. He forced his captive to accompany 
him to Liege, and witness the ruin of this unfortunate 
town, which he delivered over to plunder ; and having 
given this lesson to Louis, he set him at liberty. 

From this period there was a marked and material 
change irf the conduct of Charles. He had been pre- 
viously moved by sentiments of chivalry and notions of 
greatness. But sullied by his act of public treachery and 
violence towards the monarch who had, at least in seem- 
ing, manifested unlimited confidence in his honour, a 
secret sense of shame embittered his feelings and soured 
his temper. He became so insupportable to those around 
him, that he was abandoned by several of his best officers, 
and even by his natural brother, Baldwin of Burgundy, 
who passed over to the side of Louis. Charles was at 
this time embarrassed by the expense of entertaining 
and maintaining Edward IV. and numerous English 
exiles, who were forced to take refuge in the Netherlands 
by the successes of the earl of Warwick, who had 
replaced Henry VI. on the throne.* Charles at the 
same time held out to several princes in Europe hopes 
of bestowing on them in marriage his only daughter and 
heiress Mary, while he privately assured his friends, 
if kis courtiers and ministers may be so called, that 
he never meant to have a son-in-law until he was dis- 
posed to make himself a monk.'' In a word, he was no 
longer guided by any principle but that of fierce and 
brutal selfishness. 

* Philip de Comines, 1. v. 
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In this mood he soon became tired of the service of 
his nobles^d of the national militisj who only main- 
tai|^d to^rds him a fo r^nj , and modified obedience 
founded on the usages an^^ghts of their several pro- 
vinces ; and he took into his pay all sorts of adventurers 
and vagabonds who were willing to submit to him as 
their absolute master. When the taxes necessary for the 
support and pay of these bands of mercenaries caused the 
people to murmur^ Charles laughed at their complaints^ 
and severely punished some of the most refractory. 
He then entered France at the head of his armyj to assist 
the duke of Britany^ but at the moment when nothing 
seemed to oppose the most extensive views of his am- 
bition, he lost by his hot-brained caprice every advantage 
within hup^sy reach ; he chose to sit down before 
Beauvais j and thus made of this town, which^y in his 
road, a complete stumbling-block on his path of conquest. 
The time he lost before its wails caused the defeat and 
ruin of his unsupported, or as might be said his aban- 
doned, ally, who made the best terms he could with 
Louis; and thus Charles's presumption and obstinacy 
paralysed all the efforts of his courage and power. But 
he soon afterwards acquired the duchy of Guelders 
from "tMjs 'did duke Arnoul, who had been temporarily 
despoiled of it by his son Adolphus. It was almost a 
hereditary consequence in this family that the children 
should revolt and rebel against their parents. Adolphus 
had the effrontery to found his justification on the 
argument, that his father having reigned forty-four 
years, he was fully entitled to his share — a fine prac- 
tical authority for greedy and expectant heirs. Thi 
old father replied to this reasoning by offering to meei 
his son in single combat.’'^ Charles cut short the affair 
by making Adolphus prisoner and seizing on the dis- 
puted territory, for which be, however, paid Arnoul the 
sum of S20,000 florins. 

After this acquisition Charles conceived and had much 
at heart the design of becoming king, the first tim^ 
• Comines, L iv. 
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that the Netherlands were considered sufficiently im- 
portant and consolidated to entitle their possAor to that 
title. To lead to this obj^ he offered to tife empemr 
of Germany the hand of h^^feUughter Mary for his Sn 
Maximilian. The emperor acceded to the propositioiij 
and repaired to the city of Treves to meet Charles and 
countenance his coronation. But the insolence and self- 
ishness of the latter put an end to the project. He 
humiliated the emperor^ who was of a niggardly and 
mean-spirited disposition^ by appearing with a train so 
numerous and sumptuous as totally to eclipse the im- 
perial retinue j and deeply offended liim by wishing to 
postpone the marriage^ from liis jealousy of creating for 
himself a rival in a son-in-law, who might embitter his 
old age as he had done to that of his owa The 

mortified ^gpiperor quitted the place in hiPi dudgeon, 
and the projected kingdom was doomed to a delay of 
some centuries. 

Charles, urged on by the double motive of thirst for 
aggrandisement and vexation at his late failure, at- 
tempted, under pretext of some internal dissensions, to 
gain possession of Cologne and its territory, which be- 
longed to the empire ; and at the same time planned the 
invasion of France, in concert with his brotte|ipir>-law 
Edward IV., who had recovered possession of &gland. 
But the town of Nuys, in the archbishopric of Cologne, 
occupied him a full year before its walls. The emperor, 
who came to its succour, actually besieged the besiegers 
in their camp ; and the dispute was terminated by leaving 
it to the arbitration of the pope's legate, and placing the 
contested town in his keeping. This half triumph gained 
by Charles saved Louis wholly from destruction. Ed- 
ward, who had landed in France with a numerous force, 
seeing no appearance of his Burgundian allies, made 
peace with Louis ; and Charles, who arrived in all haste^ 
but not till after the treaty was signed, upbraided and 
abused the English king, and turned a warm friend into 
an inveterate enemy. 

Louis, whose crooked policy had so far succeeded on 
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all occa4onSj now seemed to favour Charles's plans of 
aggrandiSo^ent^ and to recognise his pretended right to 
Lorraine^ which legitimatsjf belonged to the empire^ and 
the invasion of which by Charles would be sure to set 
him at variance with the whole of Germany. The 
infatuated duke, blind to the ruin to which he was thus 
hurrying, abandoned to Louis, in return for this insidious 
support, the constable of St. Pol; a nobleman who had 
long maintained his independence in Picardy, where he 
had large possessions, and who was fitted to be a valu- 
able friend or formidable enemy to either. Charles now 
marched against, and soon overcame, Lorraine. Thence 
he turned his army against the Swiss, who were allies to 
the conquered province, but who sent the most submis- 
sive dissu^ons to the invader. They begged for peace, 
assuring Charles that their romantic but steHle moun- 
tains were not altogether worth the bridles of his splen- 
didly equipped cavalry. But the more they humbled 
themselves, the higher was his haughtiness raised. It 
appeared that he had at this period conceived the project 
of uniting in one common conquest the ancient domi- 
nions of Lothaire I., who had possessed the whole of the 
countries traversed by the Khine, the Rhone, and the 
Fo ; and he even spoke of passing the Alps, like Han« 
nibal, for the invasion of Italy. 

Switzerland was, by moral analogy as well as physical 
fact, the rock against which these extravagant projects 
were shattered. The army of Charles, which engaged 
the hardy mountaineers in the gorges of the Alps near 
the town of Granson, were liter^y crushed to atoms by 
the stones and fragments of granite detached from the 
heights and hurled d.own upon their heads. Charles, 
after this defeat, returned to the charge six weeks later, 
having rallied his army and drawn reinforcements from 
Burgundy. But Louis had despatched a body of cavalry 
to tile Swiss,— a force in which they were before deficient ; 
and thus augmented, their army amounted to 34,000 
men. They took up a position, skilfully chosen, on the 
borders of ftie lake of Morat, where they were attacked 
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by Charles at the head of 60^000 soldiers^ idl ranks. 
The result was the total defeat of the lattw^ with the 
loss of 10,000 killed, whc^ife bones, gathered into an 
immense heap, and bleachii% in the winds, remained for 
above three centuries * ; a terrible monument of rash- 
ness and injustice on the one hand, and of patriotism and 
Valour on the other. 

Charles was now plunged into a state of profound 
melancholy ; but he soon burst from this gloomy mood 
into one of renewed deroeness and fatal desperation. 
Nine months after the battle of Mprat he re-entered 
Lorraine, at the head of an army, not composed of his 
faithful militia of the Netherlands, but of those mer- 
cenaries in whom it was madness to place trust. The 
reinforcements meant to be despatched to him by those 
provinces were kept back by the artifices of the count of 
Campo Basso, an Italian, who commanded his cavalry, 
and who only gained his confidence basely to betray it. 
Rene duke of Lorraine, at the head of the confederate 
forces, offered battle to Charles under the walls of 
Nancy; and the night before the combat Campo Basso 
went over to the enemy with the troops under his 
command. Still Charles had the way open for . retreat. 
Fresh troops from Burgundy and Flanders were dn their 
march to join him ; but he would not be dissuaded from 
his resolution to fight, and he resolved to try his fortune 
once more with his dispirited and shattered army. On 
this occasion the fate of Charles was decided, and the 
fortune of Louis triumphant. The rash and ill-fated 
duke lost both the battle and his life.t His body, muti- 
lated with wounds, was found the next day, and buried 
with great pomp in the town of Nancy, by the orders of 
the generous victor, the duke of Lorraine. 

Thus perished the last prince of the powerjful house 
of Burgundy. Charles left to his only daughter, then 
eighteen years of age, the inheritance of his extensive do- 
minions, and with them that of the hatred and jealousy 
which he had so largely excited. External spoliation 

* Gaudin, Abrgg6 de THiBt. de 1a Suisae, p. 63. f 5tb Jbd. 1477. 
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immediately commenced, and internal disunion quickly 
followed.*** Louis XI. seized on Burgundy and a part of 
Artois, as fiefs devolving, to the crown in default of 
male issue. Several of the provinces refused to pay the 
,new subsidies commanded in the name of Mary ; Flan- 
ders alone showing a disposition to uphold the rights 
of the young princess. The states were assembled at 
Ghent, and ambassadors sent to the king of France, in 
the hopes of obtaining peace on reasonable terms. Louis, 
true to hjs system of subtle perfidy, placed before one of 
those ambassadors, the burgomaster of Ghent, a letter 
from the inexperienced princess, which proved her in- 
tention to govern by the counsel of her father’s ancient 
ministers, rather than by that of the deputies of the 
nation. This was enough to decide the indignant 
Flemings to render themselves at once masters of the 
government, and get rid of the ministers whom they 
hated. Two Burgundian nobles, Hugonet and Imber- 
court, were arrested, accused of treason, and beheaded 
under the very eyes of their agonised and outraged mis- 
tress, who threw herself before the frenzied multitude, 
vainly imploring mercy for these innocent men. The 
people having thus completely gained the upper hand 
over the Burgundian influence, Mary was sovereign of 
the Netherlands but in name. ' 

It would have now been easy for Louis XL^ have 
obtained for the dauphin, his son, the hand of this 
hitherto unfortunate hut interesting princess; but he 
thought himself sufficiently strong and cunning to gain 
possession of ^er states without such an alliance. Mary, 
however, thus in some measure disdained, if not actually 
rejected, by Louis, soon after marrie'fi her first-intended 
husband, Maximilian of Austria, son of the emperor 
Frederick III.; a prince so absolutely destitute, in con- 
sequence of his father’s parsimony, that she was obliged 
to borrow money from the towns of Flanders to defraj 
the expenses of his suite.* Nevertheless he seemed 
equally acceptable to his bride and to his new subjects, 

* Comines, t. vi. 
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They not only supplied all his wants^ but enabled him 
to maintain the war against Louis XI., wliom they 
defeated at the battle of Guinegate in Picardyj and 
forced to make peace on more favourable terms than 
they had hoped for. But these wealthy provinces were 
not more zealous for the national defen ce^ than bent on 
the maintenance of their local privileges, which Maxi- 
milian little understood, and sympathised with less. 
He was bred in the school of absolute despotism j and 
his duchess having met with a too early death by a fall 
from her horse in the year 1484, he could not even suc- 
ceed in obtaining the nomination of guardian to his own 
children without passing through a year of civil war. 
His power being almost nominal in the northern pro- 
vinces, he vainly attempted to suppress the violence of 
the factions of Hoeks and Kaabeljauws. In Flanders 
his authority was openly resisted. The turbulent towns 
of that country, and particularly Bruges, taking um- 
brage at a government half German half Burgundian, 
and altogether hateful to the people, rose up against 
Maximilian, seized on his person, imprisoned him in a 
house which still exists, and put to death his most faith- 
ful followers. But the fury of Ghent and other places 
becoming still more outrageous, Maximilian asked as a 
favour from his rebel subjects of Bruges to be guarded 
while a prisoner by them alone. ^ He was then king of 
the Romans, and all Europe became interested in his 
fate. The pope addressed a brief to the town of Bruges, 
demanding his deliverance. But the burghers were as 
inflexible as factious j and they at leng# released him, 
hut not until they had concluded with him and the 
assembled states a treaty, which most amply secured the 
enjoyment of their privileges and the pardon of their 
rebellion. 

But these kind of compacts were never observed by 
the princes of those days beyond the actual period of 
their capacity to violate them. The emperor having 
entered the Netherlands at the head of 40,000 men, 

* Heuterufl, 1. ill 
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Maximilian^ bo supported^ sodh showed his contempt tot 
thc^ obligations be had sworn to^ and. had recourse to 
force for the extension of his authority. The valouT 
of the Flemings and the military talents of their leader^ 
Philip of Clevesj thwarted his projects, and a new 
compromise was entered into..; Flanders paid a large- 
subsidy, and held fast her rights. The German troopa 
were sent into Holland, and employed for the extinction- 
of the Hoeks ; who, as they formed by far the weaker 
faction, were now soon destroyed. That province, which 
had been so long distracted by its intestine feuds, and 
which had consequently played but an insignificant part 
in the transactions of Ae Netherlands, now resumed its 
place ; and acquired thenceforth new honour, till it at 
length came to figure in all the importance of historical 
distinction. 

The situation of the Netherlands was now extremely 
precarious and difBcult to manage, during the unstable 
sway of a government so weak, as Maximilian's. But 
he having succeeded his father on the imperial throne 
in 1493, and his son Philip having been proclaimed the 
following year duke and count of the various ^j^vinces 
at the age of sixteen, a more pleasing proipct was 
offered to the people. Philip, young, handsome, and 
descended by his mother from the ancient sovereigns of 
the country, was joyfully hailed by all the towns. He 
did not l^lie the hopes so enthusiastically expressed. 
He had the good sense to renounce all pretensions to 
Friesland, the fertile source of many preceding quarrels 
and sacrifices. He re-established the ancient commercial 
relations with^England, to which country Maximilian 
-had given mortal offence by sustaining the imposture of 
Perkin Warbeck. Philip also consulted the states-gene- 
ral on his projects of a double alliance between himself 
and his sister with the son agd daughter of Ferdinand 
king of Aragon and Isabella queen of Castile ; and 
from this wise precaution the project soon became one 
of national partiality instead of private or personal in- 
terest. In this manner complete harmony was estab- 



1403^ PHILIP TSH fair. 69 , 

li^ied betw^ the youn^, |)^ce and the inhabitants oi 
the Netherlands. AH the ills produced by eivil war 
dwppeajred with immense rapidity in Flanders and 
Brabant^ as soon as peace was thus con^lidated. Even- 
Holland^ though it had particularly felt the scourge of 
these dissensions^ and su^ered severely from repeated 
inundations, began to recover. Yet for all this, Philip 
can be scarcely called a good prince ; his merits were 
negative rather than real. But that sufficed for the 
nation ; which found in the nuHity of its sovereign no 
obstacle to the resumption of that • prosperous career 
which bad been checked by the despotism of the house 
of Burgundy, and the attempts of Maximilian to con- 
tinue the same system. 

The reign of Philip, unfortunately a short one, was 
rendered remarkable by two intestine quarrels ; one in 
Friesland, the other in Guelders. The Frisons, who 
had been so isolated from the more important affairs of 
Europe that they were in a manner lost sight of by 
history for several centuries, had nevertheless their full 
share of domestic disputes ; too long, too multifarious, 
and too minute, to allow us to give more than this brief 
notice of their existence. But finally, about the period 
of Philip’s accession, eastern Friesland had chosen for 
its count a gentleman of the country sumamed Edzart, 
who fixed the head quarters of his military government 
at Embden. The sight of such an elevation an in- 
dividual whose pretensions he thought far inferior to 
his own, induced Albert of Saxony, who haff well served 
Maximilian against the refractory Flemings, to demand 
as his reward the title of stadtholder or hereditary go- 
vernor of Friesland. But it was far easier for the em-< 
peror to accede to this request than for his favourite to 
put the ^nt into effect. The Frisons, true to their 
old character, held firm to their privileges, and fought 
for their maintenance ^th heroic courage. Albert, 
furious at this resistance, had the horrid barbarity to 
to be impaled the chief burghers of the town of 
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Leuwaarden^ which he had taken by assault. * But he 
himself died in the year 1500^ without succeeding in 
his projects of an ambition unjust in its principle and 
atrocious in its practice. 

The war of Guelders was of a totally different nature. 
In this case it was not a question of popular resistance 
to a tyrannical nomination, but of patriotic fidelity to 
the reigning family. Adolphus, the duke who had 
dethroned his father, had died in Flanders, leaving a 
son who had been ^brought up almost a captive as long 
as Maximilian governed the states of his inheritance. 
This young man, called Charles of figment, and who is 
honoured in the history of his country under the title 
of the Achilles of Guelders, fell into the hands of the 
French during the combat in which he made his first 
essay in arms. The town of Guelders unanimously joined 
to pay his ransom; and as soon as he was at liberty, they 
one and all proclaimed him duke. The emperor Philip 
and the Germanic diet in vain protested against this 
measure, and declared Charles a usurper. The spirit 
of justice and of liberty spoke more loudly than the 
thunders of their ban ; and the people resolved to sup- 
port to the last this scion of an ancient race, glorious in 
much of its conduct, though often criminal in many of 
its members. Charles of Egmont found faithful friends 
in his devoted subjects ; and he maintained his rights, 
sometimes with, sometimes without, the assistance of 
France, — making up for his want of numbers by energy 
and enterprise. We cannot foUow this warlike prince 
in the long series of adventures which consolidated His 
power ; nor stop to depict his daring adherents on land, 
who caused the whole of Holland to tremble at their 
deeds; nor his pirates — the chief of whom. Long Peter, 
called himself king of the Zuyder Zee. But amidst all 
the consequent troubles of* such a struggle, it is mar- 
* vellous to find.f^harles of Egmont upholding his country 
in a state of high prosperity, and leaving it at his death 
almost as rich as Holland itself, t 

• Beninga, Hist. Von Dost FriBe, 


+ Van Meteren. 
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The incapacity of Philip the Fair doubtless con- 
tributed to cause him the loss of this portion of his 
donxinions. This prince, after his first acts of moder- 
ation and good sense, was remarkable only as being the 
father of Charles V. The remainder of his life was 
worn out in undignified pleasures ; and he died almost 
suddenly, in the year 1506, at Burgos in Castile, whither 
he repaired to pay a visit to his brother-in-law, the king 
of Spain. 


CHAP. VL 
1506 — 1555. 

FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF MARGARET OF AUSTRIA TO THE 
ABDICATION OF THE EMPEROR CHARLES V. 

Philip being dead, and his wife, Joanna of Spain, having 
become mad from grief at his loss, after nearly losing her 
senses from jealousy during his life, the regency of the 
Netherlands reverted to Maximilian, who immediately 
named his daughter Margaret governant of the country. 
This princess, scarcely twenty-seven years of age, had 
been, like the celebrated Jacqueline of Bavaria, already 
three times married, and was now again a widow. Her 
first husband, Charles VIII. of France, had broken from 
his contract of marriage before its consummation ; her 
second, the Infant of Spain, died immediately after their 
union ; and her third, the duke of Savoy, left her again 
a widow after three years of wedded life. She was a 
woman of talent and courage; both proved by the couplet 
she composed for her own epitaph, at the very moment 
of a dangerous accident which happened during her 
journey into Spain to join her second affianced spouse.* 
She was received with the gl-eatest joy by the people of 

• CL-git Margot la gente dcmoisellB,^" 

Qui eut deux marU, etai mourut pucelle. 

Here gentle Margot quietly ia laid, 

Who had two huabanda, and yet died a maid. 

P 
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the Netherlands ; and she governed them as peaceably 
as circumstances allowed. Supported by England^ she 
firmly maintained her authority against the threats of 
France; and she carried on in person all the negocia* 
done between LouisXlI.j Maximilian^ the pope Jules ll.j 
and Ferdinand of Aragon^ for the famous league of 
Venice. These negociations took place in 1508^ at 
Cambray ; where Margaret, if we are to credit an ex- 
pression to that effect in one of her letters was more 
than once on the point of having serious differences with 
the cardinal of Amboise, minister of Louis XII. But, 
besides her attendon to the interests of her father on 
this important occasion, she also succeeded in repress- 
ing the rising pretensions of Charles of Egmont; and, 
assisted by the interference of the king of France, she 
obliged him to give up some places in Holland which 
he illegally held. 

From this period the alliance between England and 
Spain raised the commerce and manuf^tlires of the south- 
ern provinces of the Netherlands tu;^ high degree of 
prosperity, while the northern parts of the country were 
still kept down by their various dissensions. Holland 
was at war with the Hanseatic towns. The Frisona 
condnued to struggle for freedom against the heirs of 
Albert of Saxony. Utrecht was at variance with ita 
bishop, and finally recognised Charles of Egmont as its 
protector, The consequence of all these causes was 
that the south took the start in a course of prosperity, 
which was, however, soon to become common to the 
whole nation. 

A new rupture with France, in 1513, united Maxi- 
milian, Margaret, and Henry VIII, of England, in one 
common cause. An English and Belgian army, in which 
Maximilian figured as a spectator (taking care to he 
paid by England), marched for the destruction of The- 
rouenne, and defeated and dispersed the French at the 
Ulttle of Spurs. But Louis Xll. soon persuaded Henry 
to make a separate peace; and the unconquerable dul^ 

• Lettres de. Louia XII. 1. 1. p. 
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of Gruelders made Margaret and the emperor pay the 
penalty of their success against France, He pursued his 
dctories in Friesland^ and forced the country to recog- 
nise him as stadtholder of Groningen^ its chief town; 
while the duke of Saxony at length renounced to another 
his unjust claim on a territory which ingulfed both his 
armies and his treasure. 

About the same epoch (1515), young Charles, son 
of Philip the Fair, having just attained his fifteenth 
year, was inaugurated duke of Brabant and count of 
Flanders and Holland, having purchased the presumed 
right of Saxony to the sovereignty of Friesland. In 
the following year he was recognised as prince of Cas- 
tile, in right of his mother, who associated him with 
herself in the royal power, — a step which soon left her 
merely the tide of queen. Charles procured the nomi- 
nation of bishop of Utrecht for Philip, bastard of Bur- 
gundy, which made that province completely dependant 
on him. But event was also one of general and 
lasting important on another account. This Philip 
of Burgundy was deeply affected by the doctrines of the 
Reformation, which had burst forth in Germany. He 
held in abhorrence the superstitious observances of the 
Romish church, and set his face against the celibacy of 
the clergy. His example soon influenced his whole 
diocese, and the new notions on points of religion became 
rapidly popular. It was chiefly, however, in Friesland 
that the people embraced the opinions of Luther, which 
were quite conformable to many of the local customs of 
which we have already spoken. The celebrated Edzard 
count of eastern Friesland openly adopted the Reform- 
ation, While Erasmus of Rotterdam, without actually 
pronouncing himself a disciple of Lutheranism, effected 
more than all its advocates to throw the abuses of Catho- 
licism into discredit. 

We may here remark that, during the government o£ 
the house of Burgundy, the clergy of the Netherlanw 
had fallen into considerable disrepute. Intrigue and 
court favour alone had the disposal of the benefices ; 

F 2 
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while the career of commerce was open to the enterprise 
of every spirited and independent competitor. The 
Reformation, therefore, in the first instance found hut a 
slight obstacle in the opposition of a slavish and ignorant 
clergy, and its progress was all at once prodigious. The 
refusal of the dignity of emperor by Frederick ^^the 
wise’' duke of Saxony, to whom it was offered by the 
electors, was also an event highly favourable to the new 
opinions; for Francis I. of France, and Charles, already 
king of Spain and sovereign of the Netherlands, both 
claiming the succession to the empire*, a sort of inter- 
regnum deprived the disputed dominions of a chief who 
might lay the heavy hand of power on the new-springing 
doctrines of protestantism. At length the intrigues of 
Charles, and his pretensions as grandson of Maximilian, 
having caused him to be chosen emperor, a desperate 
rivalry resulted between him and the French king, which 
for a while absorbed his whole attention and occupied all 
his power. 

From the earliest appearance of the.Reformation, the 
young sovereign of so many states, having to establish 
his authority at the two extremities of Europe, could not 
efficiently occupy himself in resisting the doctrines which, 
despite their dishonouring epithet of heresy, were doomed 
so soon to become orthodox for a great part of the Con- 
tinent, While Charles vigorously put down the revolted 
Spaniards, Luther gained new proselytes in Germany ; 
BO that the very greatness of the sovereignty was the cause 
of his impotency; and while Charles’s extent of dominion 
thus fostered the growing Reformation, his sense of ho-* 
nour proved the safeguard of its apostle. The intrepid 
Luther, boldly venturing to appear and plead its cause 
before the representative power of Germany assembled at 
'the diet of Worms, was protected by the guarantee of the 
•mperort; unlike the celebrated and unfortunate John 
Hussj who fell a victim to his own confidence and the 
4ad faith of Sigismund, in the year 1415. 

Charles was nevertheless a zealous and rigid catholic ; 

* RoliertBon. f Idem. 
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and in the Low Countries, where his authority was un- 
disputedj he proscribed the heretics, and even violated 
the privileges of the country by appointing functionaries 
for the express purpose of their pursuit and punishment.^ 
This imprudent stretch of power fostered a rising spirit 
of opposition ; for, though entertaining the best dispo* 
sition to their young prince, the people deeply felt and 
loudly complained of the government, and thus the germs 
of a mighty revolution gradually began to be developed. 

Charles V. and Francis I. had been rivals for dignity 
and power, and they now became implacable personal 
enemies. Young, ambitious, and sanguine, they could 
not, without reciprocal resentment, pursue in the same 
field objects essential to both. Charles, by a short but 
timely visit to England in 1520, had the address to 
gain over to his cause and secure for his purpose the 
powerful interest of cardinal Wolsey, and to make a 
most favourable impression on Henry VIII. t ; and thus 
strengthened, he entered on the struggle against his less 
wily enemy with infinite advantage. War was declared 
on frivolous pretexts in 1521. The French sustained it 
for some time with great valour ; but Francis being 
obstinately bent on the conquest of the Milanais, his 
reverses secured the triumph of his rival, and he fell 
into the hands of the imperial troops at the battle of 
Pavia in 1525. Charles's dominions in the Nether- 
lands suffered severely from the naval operations during 
the. war ; for the French cruisers having, on repeated 
occasions, taken, pillaged, and almost destroyed the prin- 
cipal resources of the herring fishery, Holland and Zea- 
land felt considerable distress, which was still further 
augmented by the famine which desolated these provinces 
in 1524. 

While such calamities afflicted the northern pottiatt^'^ 
of the Netherlands, Flanders and Brabant continued 
to flourish, in spite of temporary embarrassments. The 
bishop of Utrecht having died, his successor found hinp 
Self engaged in a hopeless quarrel wkh his new diocese, 

* Meteren, 1. i, + Rt^ertaon. 
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already more than half converted to protestantism ; and 
to gain a triumph over these enemies^ even by the 
sacrifice of his dignity, he ceded to the emperor in 
1527 the whole of liis temporal power. The duke of 
GuelderSj who then occupied the city of Utrecht, re- 
doubled his hostility at this intelligence; and after 
having ravaged the neighbouring country, he did not 
lay down his arms till the subsequent year, having first 
procured an honourable and advantageous peace. One 
year more saw the term of this long continued state of 
warfare by the peace of Cambray, between Charles and 
Francis, which was signed on the 5th of August, 1520,* 
This peace once- concluded, the industry and perse* 
verance of the Inhabitants of the Netherlands repaired 
in a short time the evils caused by so many wars, excited 
by the ambition of princes, but in scarcely any instance 
for the interest of the country. Little, however, was 
wanting to endanger this tranquillity, and to excite- 
the people against each other on the scor^ of religious 
dissension. The sect of anabaptists, whos^wild opinions 
were subversive of all principles of social order and every i 
sentiment of natural decency, had its birth in Germany, 
and found many proselytes in the Netherlands. John 
Bokelszoon, a tailor of Leyden, one of the number, 
caused himself to be proclaimed king: of Jerusalem; and 
making himself master of the town W Munster, sent out 
his disciples to preach in the neighbouring countries. 
Mary, sister of Charles V.j and queen dowager of Hun- 
gary, the governant of the Netherlands, proposed a cru- 
sade against this fanatic; which was, however, totally 
discountenanced by the states. Encouraged by im- 
punity^ whole troops of these infuriate sectarians, from 
the;i^Ty extremities of Hainault, put themselves into 
motion for Miinstor ; and notwithstanding the colds of 
February, they marched along, quite naked, according 
to the system of their sect.f The frenzy of these 
fanatics being increased by persecution, they projected 
attempts against several towns, and particularly against 

* Ilobertfion. f L. Hortejis. de AnAb. 
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AmBterdam. They were easily defeated, and masBacred 
without mercy ; and it was only by multiplied and hor- 
rible executions that their numbers were at length dimi- 
nished. John Bokels 20 on held out at Munster, which 
was besieged by the bishop and the neighbouring princes. 
This profligate fanatic, who had married no less than 
seventeen women, had gained considerable influence over 
the insensate multitude ; but he was at length taken and 
imprisoned in an iron cage, — an event which undeceived 
the greatest number of those whom he had persuaded of 
his superhuman powers.* 

The prosperity of the southern provinces proceeded 
rapidly and uninterruptedly, in consequence of the great 
and valuable traffic of the merchants of Flanders and 
Brabant, who exchanged their goods of native manu- 
facture for the riches drawn from America and India 
by the Spaniards and Portuguese, Antwerp had suc- 
ceeded to Bruges as the general mart of commerce, and 
was the most opulent town of the north of Europe. The 
expenses, estimated at 130,000 golden crowns t, which 
'this city voluntarily incurred, to do honour to the 
visit of Philip, son of Charles V., are cited as a proof 
of its wealth. The value of the wool annually im- 
ported for manufacture into the Low Countries from 
England bnd Spaim was calculated at 4,000,000 pieces 
of gold. Their hemng fishery was unrivalled ; for even 
the Scotch, on whose coasts these fish were taken, did 
not attempt a competition with the Zealanders, f But 
the chief seat of prosperity was the south. Flanders 
alone was taxed for one third of the general burdens 
of the state. Brabant paid only one seventh less than 
Flanders. So that these two rich provinces t^tri*- 
buted thirteen out of twenty-one parts of the gObml 
contribution ; and all the rest combined, but eight. A 
aearch for further or minuter proofs of the comparative 
state of the various divisions of the country would be 
Buperfluous. 

• Hist Anabapt. f Guicciardini, Descriptio BelgiL 

t Vandergoes, Regist. t L ’ '* 
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The perpetual quarrels of Charles V. with Francis 1/ 
and Charles of Guelders ledj as may be supposed^ to a 
repeated state of exhaustionj which forced the princes to 
pause^ till the people recovered strength and resources 
for each fresh encounter. Charles rarely appeared in 
the Netherlands; fixing his residence chiefly in Spain^ 
and leaving to his sister the regulation of those distant 
provinces. One of his occasional visits was for the pur- 
pose of inflicting a terrible example upon them. The 
people of Ghentj suspecting an improper or improvident 
application of the funds they had furnished f^or a new 
campaigHj offered themselves to march against the 
French^ instead of being forced to pay their quota of 
some further subsidy* The government having rejected 
this proposal^ a sedition was the result^ at the moment 
when Charles and Francis already negotiated one of 
their temporary reconciliations. On this occasion^ 
Charles formed the daring resolution of crossifig the 
kingdom of France^ to promptly take into his own hands 
the settlement of this affair — trusting to the genero- 
sity of his scarcely reconciled enemy not to abuse the 
confidence with which he risked himself in his power. 
Ghent, taken by surprise, did not dare to oppose the 
entrance of the emperor, when he appeared before the 
walls j and the city was punished with ex trem# severity. 
Twenty-seven leaders of the sedition were beheaded ; 
the principal privileges of the city were withdrawn ; and 
n citadel hmlt to hold it in check for the future. Charles 
met with neither opposition nor complaint. The pro- 
vince had so prospered under his sway, and was so flat- 
tered by the greatness of the sovereign, who was bom in 
the town he so severely punished, that his acts of des-^ 
porio harshness were l^me without a murmur. But 
in the north the people did not view his measures sof 
complacently: and a wide separation in interests an^v 
opinions became manifest in the different divisions oi 
the nation. 

Yet the Dutch and the Zealanders signalised them- 
selvee h^md all his other subjects on the occasion of 
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two expeditions which Charles undertook against Tunis 
and Algiers. The two northern provinces furnished a 
greater number of ships than the united quotas gf all 
the r€St of his states.* But though Charles’s gratitude 
did not lead him to do any thing in return as peculiarly 
favourable to these provincesj he obtained for them ne- 
vertheless a great advantage in making himself master 
of Friesland and Guelders on the death of Charles of 
Egmont. His acquisition of the latter, which took place 
in 1543, put an end to the domestic wars of the north- 
ern provinces. From that period they might fairly look 
for a futurity of union and peace ; and thus the latter 
years of Charles promised better for his country than 
his early ones, though he obtained less success in hia 
new wars with France, which were not, however, sig- 
nalised by any grand event on either side. 

Towards the end of his career, Charles redoubled his 
severities against the protestants, and even introduced a 
modified species of inquisition into the Netherlands, but 
with little effect towards the suppression of the reformed 
doctrines. The misunderstandings between his only 
son Philip and Mary of England, whom he had induced 
him to marry, and the unamiable disposition of this 
young prince, tormented him almost as much as he was 
humiliatdft by the victories of Henry II. of France, the 
successor of Francis I., and the successful dissimulation 
of Maurice elector of Saxony, by whom he was com- 
pletely outwitted, deceived, and defeated. Impelled by 
these motives, and others, perhaps, which are and must 
ever remain unknown, Charles at length decided on ab- 
dicating the whole of his immense possessions. He 
ehose the city of Brussels as the scene of the solem- 
nity, and the day fixed for it was the 25th of October, 
1555. t It took place accordingly, in the presence of 
ibe king of Bohemia, the duke of Savoy, the dowager 
queens of France and Hungary, the duchess of Lor- 
raine, and an immense assemblage of nobility from 
various countries. Charles resigned the empire to his 
• Chrpn, van Zedand. f Vanderrynct, V|^ 107- 
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brother Ferdinand, already king of the Romans ; and all 
the rest of his dominions to his son. Soon after the 
ceremony, Charles embarked from Zealand on his voyage 
to Sjain, He retired to the monastery of St. Justus, 
near the town of Placentia, in Estremadura. He entered 
this retreat in February, 1556, and died there on the 
21st of September, 1558, in the 59th year of his age. 
The last six months of his existence, contrasted with the 
daring vigour of his former life, formed a melancholy 
picture of timidity and superstition. * 

The whole of the provinces of the Netherlands being 
now for the first time united under one sovereign, such 
a junction marks the limits of a second epoch in their 
history. It would he a presumptuous and vain attempt 
to trace, in a compass so confined as ours, the various 
changes in manners and customs which arose in these 
countries during a period of one thousand years. The ex- 
tended and profound remarks of many celebrated writers 
on the state of Europe from the decline of the Roman 
power to the epoch at which we are now arrived must be 
referred to, to judge of the gradual progress of civilisation 
through the gloom of the dark ages, till the dawn of 
enlightenment which led to the grand system of European 
politics commenced during the reign of Charles V.+ 
The amazing increase of commerce was, above all other 
considerations, the cause of the growth of liberty in the 
Netherlands. The Reformation opened the minds of men 
to that intellectual freedom, without which political en- 
franchisement is a worthless privilege. The invention of 
printing opened a thousand channels to the flow of eru- 
dition and talent, and sent them out from the reservoirs 
of individual possession to fertilise the whole domain of 
human nature. War, which seems to be an instinct of 
man, and which particular instances of heroism often 
raise to the dignity of a passion, was reduced to a 
science, and made subservient to those great principles 
of policy m which society began to perceive its only 
chance of durable good. Manufactures attained a state 

* Bobertion. f See Gibbon, Robertson, 
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of high perfectioDj and went on progressively with the 
growth of wealth and luxury. The opulence of the 
towns of Brabant and Flanders was without any previous 
example in the state of Europe. A merchant of Bruges 
took upon himself alone the security for the ransom of 
John the Fearless, taken at the battle of Nicopolis, 
amounting to 200,000 ducats. A provost of Valen- 
ciennes repaired to Paris at one of the great fairs pe- 
riodically held there, and purchased on his own account 
every article that was for sale. At a repast given by one 
of the counts of Flanders to the Flemish magistrates, the 
seats they occupied were unfurnished with cushions. 
Those proud burghers folded their sumptuous cloaks and 
sat on them. After the feast, they were retiring without 
retaining these important and costly articles of dress ; and 
on a courtier reminding them of their apparent neglect, 
the burgomaster of Bruges replied, We Flemings are 
not in the habit of carrying away the cushions after 
dinner The meetings of the different towns for the 
sports of archery were signalised by the most splendid 
display 'of dress and decoration. The archers were 
habited in silk, damask, and the finest linen, and carried 
chains of gold of great weight and value. Luxury was 
at its height among women. The queen of Philip the 
Fair of France, on a visit to Bruges, exclaimed, with 
astonishment not unmixed with envy, I thought my- 
self the only queen here ; but I see six hundred others 
who appear more so than I.” 

The court of Philip the Good seemed to carry mag^ 
nificence and splendour to their greatest possible height. 
The dresses of both men and women at this chivalric 
epoch were of almost incredible expense. Velvet, satin, 
gold, and precious stones, seemed the ordinary materials 
for the dress of either sex ; while the very housings of 
the horses sparkled with brilliants and cost immense 
sums. This absurd extravagance was carried so far, 
ttiat Charles V. found himself forced at length to pro- 
claim sumptuary laws for its repression. 

• Cron, van Vlaenderen. 
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ityle of the banquets given on grand occasions 
mb regidafeid oii O scale of almost puerile splendour, * 
Tha wm given at Lille, in the year 145f, 

Bb4 bo called from the obligations entered into by some 
of the nobles to accompany Philip in a new crusade . 
BgiiABt the infidels, showed a succession of costly fool- 
eries, moat amusing in the detail given by an eye-witness, 
the minutest of the chroniclers, but unluckily too long to 
find a place in our pages.^ 

Such excessive luxury naturally led to great corrup- 
tion of manners and the conomission of terrible crimes. 
During the reign of Philip de Male, there were com- 
mitted in theeity of Ghent and its outskirts, in less than 
a year, above 1400 murders in gambling-houses and 
other resorts of debauchery. t As early as the tenth 
century, the petty sovereigns established on the ruins 
of the empire of Charlemagne began the independent 
coining of money; and the various provinces were 
during the rest of this epoch inundated with a most 
embarrassing variety of gold, silver, and copper. Even 
in ages of comparative darkness, literature madfe feeble 
efforts to burst through the entangled weeds of super- 
stition, ignorance, and war. In the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries history was greatly cultivated; and 
Froissart, Monstrelet, Oliver de la Marche, and Philip 
de Comines, gave to their chronicles and memoirs a 
charm of style since their days almost unrivalled. 
Poetry began to be followed with success in the Nether- 
lands, in the Dutch, Flemish, and French languages; 
and even before the institution of the Floral Games in 
France, Belgium possessed its chambers of rhetoric 
f rederykkamers ), which laboured to keep alive the sacred 
flame of poetry with more zeal than success. In the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, these societies we^e 
established in almost every burgh of Flanders and Bra- 
bant; the principal towns poBsessing several at once.;]: 

The arts in their several branches made considerable . 

• See Oliver de la Marche, 1 1 f. 29. 

t De Smet Hiat. de la Belgique, t. i. p. 205. 


f Oudegherit, t. U. 
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progress in the Nethedairf# duri^ thii epoch, Aidir/ 
teihire was greatly cultivated in the thirteenth andicnnvr 
teenth centuries ; most of the cathednla and town hmuM 
being constructed in that age. Their vaatnea^ aolidity^ 
and beauty of design and execution^ make them atiB 
speaking monuments of the stern magnificence and llnii^ 
ed taste of the times. The patronage of Philip tfa» Good^ 
Charles the Rash^ and Margipet of Austria, hroughl nraMk 
into fashion^ and led to its cultivation in a remarfcailie 
degree. The first musicians of France were drawn from 
Flanders ; and other professors from that country ac* 
quired great celebrity in Italy for their scientific im- 
provements in their delightful art.* 

Faintingj which had languished before the fifteenth 
century^ sprung at once into a new existence from 
the invention of John Van Eyckj known better by the 
name of John of Bruges. His accidental discovery 
of the art of painting in oil quickly spread over Europe, 
and served to perpetuate to all time the records of the 
genius which has bequeathed its vivid impressions to 
the world. Painting on glass, polishing diamondsj the 
Carillon^ lace, and tapestry, were among the inventions 
which owed their birth to the Netherlands in these ages, 
when tile faculties of mankind sought so many new chan- 
nels for mechanical development. The discovery of a 
new world by Columbus and other eminent navigators 
gave a fresh and powerful impulse to European talent, 
by affording an immense reservoir for its reward. The 
town of Antwerp was, during the reign of Charles V., 
the outlet for the industry of Europe, and the receptacle 
for the productions of all the nations of the earth. Its 
port was so often crowded with vessels, that each succes- 
sive fieet was obliged to wait long in the Scheldt before 
it coifid obtain admission for the discharge of its cargoes. 

The university of Louvain, that great nursery of science, 
was founded in 1425, and served greatly to the spread 
of knowledge, although it degenerated into the hotbed 
of those fierce disputes which stamped on theory the 
ft Guicciardini. 
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degrtdation of bigotry^ and drew down odium on a 
that^ if purely practised, ought only to inspire veneratiiil. 

Charles V. was the first to establish a solid plan of 
government^ instead of the constant fluctuations in the 
management of justice^ police^ and finance. He caused 
the edicts of the various sovereigns^ and the municipal 
usages^ to be embodied into a system of laws ; and thus 
gave stability and method to the enjoyment of the pros- 
perity in which he left his dominions. 


CHAP. VII. 

1555 — 1566 '. 

FftOM THE ACCESSION OF PHILIP II, OF SPAIN TO THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF THE INQUISITION IN THE NETHERLANDS. 

It has been shown that the Netherlands were never in a 
more flourishing state than at the accession of Philip II. 
The external relations of the country presented an aspect 
of prosperity and peace. England was closely allied to 
it by queen Mary's marriage with Philip; France^ 
fatigued with war, had just concluded with it a five 
years' truce; Germany^ paralysed by religious dissen- 
sions^ exhausted itself in domestic quarrels ; the other 
states were too distant or too weak to inspire any un- 
easiness ; and nothing appeared wanting for the public 
weal. Nevertheless there was something dangerous and 
alarming in the situation of the Low Countries; but 
the danger consisted wholly in the connection between 
the monarch and the people^ and the alarm was not 
sounded till the mischief was beyond remedy. 

From the time that Charles V, was c^ed to reign 
over SpaiUj he may be said to have been virtually lost to 
the country of his birth. He was no longer a mese 
duke of Brabant or Limberg, a count of Flanders or 
Holland; he was also king of Castile, Aragon, Lepn, 
and Navarre, of Naples, and of Sicily. These varipRs 
kingdoms had interests evidently opposed to those of the 
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Low CountriM, and forma of gorermiiwt to 
it,wa8 scarcely to be doubted that the abMUte OHMMin 
of BO many people would look with a jealoua eye on tto 
institutions of those provinces which placed limits to hie 
power; and the natural consequence was, that he who 
was a legitimate king in the south soon degenerated into 
a usurping master in the north. 

But during the reign of Charles the danger was in 
some measure lessened, or at least concealed from pubh'e 
view, by the apparent facility with which he submitted 
to and observed the laws and customs of his native 
country. With Philip the case was far different, and 
the results too obvious. Uninformed on the Belgian 
character, despising the state of manners, and ignorant 
of the language, no sympathy attached him to the people. 
He brought with him to the throne all the hostile pre- 
judices of a foreigner, without one of the kindly or con- 
siderate feelings of a compatriot. 

Spain, where this young prince had hitherto passed 
his life, was in some degree excluded from European 
dvilisation. A contest of seven centuries between the 
Mahomedan tribes and the descendants of the Visigoths, 
cruel like all civil wars, and, like all those of religion, not 
merely a contest of rulers, but essentially of the people, 
had given to the manners and feelings of this unhappy 
country a deep stamp of barbarity. The ferocity of 
military chieftains had become the basis of the govern- 
ment and laws. The Christian kings had adopted the 
perfidious and bloody system of the despotic sultans they 
replaced. Magnificence and tyranny, power and cruelty, 
wisdom and dissimulation, respect and fear, were inse- 
parably associated in the minds of a people so governed. 
They comprehended nothing in religion but a God armed 
with omnipotence and vengeance, or in politics but a 
king as terrible as the deity he represented. 

Philip, bred in this school of slavish superstition, 
taught that he was the despot for whom it was formed, 
fafmliar with the degrading tactics of eastern tyranny, 
was at once the most contemptible and unfortunate of 
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ipen. Isolated from his kind^ and wishing to appear gu« 
perior to those beyond whom his station had placed him^ 
he was insensible to the affections which soften and 
noble human nature. He was perpetually filled with one 
idea — that of his greatness j he had but one ambition — 
that of command; but one enjoyment — that of exciting 
fear. Victim to this revolting selfishness, his heart was 
never fr^ from care ; and the bitter melancholy of his 
character seemed to nourish a desire of evil-doing, which 
irritated suffering often produces in man. Deceit and 
blood were his greatest, if not his only, delights. The 
religious zeal which he affected, or felt, showed itself 
but in acts of cruelty.; and the fanatic bigotry which 
inspired him formed the strongest contrast to the divine 
spirit of Christianity. 

Nature had endowed this ferocious being with won- 
derful penetration and unusual self-command ; the first 
revealing to him the views of others, and 'the latter 
giving him the surest means of counteracting them, by 
enabling him to control himself. Although ignorant, he 
had a prodigious instinct of cunning. He wanted cou- 
rage, but its place was supplied by the harsh obstinacy 
of wounded pride. All the corruptions of intrigue were 
familiar to him ; yet he often failed in his most deep- 
laid designs, at the very moment of their apparent suc- 
cess, by the recoil of the bad faith and treachery with 
which his plans were overcharged. 

Such was the man who now began that terrible reign 
which menaced utter ruin to the national prosperity of 
the Netherlands. His father hMjidready sapped its 
foundationsj by encouraging fomlpi^ manners and ideas 
among the nobility, and dazzling them with the hope of 
the honours and wealth which he had at his disposal 
abroad. severe edicts against heresy had also begun 
to accustowthe nation to religious discords and hatreif! 
Philip soon enlarged on what Charles had commenced, 
and he unmercifully sacrificed the well-being of a people 
to the worst objects of his selfish ambition. 

Philip had only once visited the Netherlands before 
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his accession to sovereign power. Being at that tinid' 
twenty-two years of age, his opinions were formed and 
his prejudices deeply rooted. Every thing that he ob- 
served on this visit was calculated to revolt both. Thcf 
frank cordiality of the people appeared too familiar. 
The expression of popular rights sounded like the voice 
of rebellion. Even the magnihcence displayed in his 
honour offended his jealous vanity. From thrft moment 
he seems to have conceived an implacable aversion to 
the country^ in which alone, of all his vast possessions, 
he could not display the power or inspire the terror of 
despotism. 

The sovereign's dislike was fully equalled by the dis- 
gust of his subjects. His haughty severity and vexatious 
etiquette revolted their pride as well as their plain deal- 
ing ; and the moral qualities of their new sovereign were 
considered with loathing. The commercial and political 
connection between the Netherlands and Spain had given 
the two people ample opportunities for mutual acquaint- 
ance. The dark, vindictive dispositions of the latter 
inspired a deep antipathy in those whom civilisation had 
softened and liberty rendered frank and generous ; and 
the new sovereign seemed to embody all that was repul- 
sive and odious in the nation of which he was the type. 
'Yet Philip did not at first act in a way to make himself 
more particularly hated. He rather, by an apparent 
consideration for a few points of politicd interest and 
individual privilege, and particularly by the revocation 
of some of the edicta against heretics, removed the sus- 
picions his earlier had excited ; and his intended 

victims did not that the despot sought to lull 

them to sleep, in the hopes of making them an easier 
prey. 

Philip knew well diat force alone was iuguificient Id^ 
reduce such a people to slavery. He succd^ed in per^ 
suading the states grf&nt him considerable subsidies, 
some of which were to be paid by instalments during a 
period of nine years. That was gaining a great step 
towards his designs, as it superseded the necessity of a - 
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yeiirly application to the three orderB^ the guardians of 
the public liberty. At the same time he sent secret 
agents to RomCj to obtain the approbation of die pope to 
his insidiouB hut most elective plan for placing the whole 
of the clergy in dependance upon the crown. He also 
kept up the army of Spaniards and Germans which 
his father had forme<l on the frontiers of France ; and 
although he did not remove from their employments the 
functionaries already in place^ he took care to make no 
new appointments to office among the natives of the 
Netherlands. 

In the midst of these cunning preparations for 
tyranny^ Philip was suddenly attacked in two quarters 
at once; by Henry II. of France^ and by pope Paul IV. 
A prince less obstinate than Philip would in such dr- 
eumstances have renounced^ or at least postponed^ his 
designs against the liberties of so important a part of 
his dominions^ as those to which he was obliged to have 
recourse for aid in support of this double war. But he 
seemed to make every foreign consideration subservient 
to the object of domestic aggression which he had so 
much at heart. 

. He^ however^ promptly met the threatened dangers 
from abroad. He turned his hrst attention towards his 
contest with the pope ; and he extricated himself from 
it with an adroitness that proved the whole force and 
cunning of his character. Having first publicly ob- 
tained the opinion of several doctors of theology, that he 
was justified in taking arms against the pontiffi (a point 
ea which there was really no doubt)^ he prosecuted the 
war with the utmost vigour, by the means of the after- 
wards notorious duke of Alva, at that time viceroy of his 
Italian dominions. Paul soon yielded to superior skill and 
fiorce^ and demanded terms of peace, which were granted 
with a readftesfl and seeming Hberality that astonished no 
one more than the defeated pontiff. But Philip's moder- 
ation to his enemy was far outdone by his perfidy to his 
allies. He confirmed Alva’s consent to the confiscaticm 
of the domains of the noble Romans who had espoused 
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tkis cause; tind thus gained a stanch and powerful sup^ 
-porter to all his future projects in the religious authority 
of the successor of St. Peter. 

His conduct in the conclusion of the war with Franec 
was not less ba^. His army^ under the command of 
Philibert Emmanuel duke of Savoy, consisting of Bd# 
gians, Oermans, and Spaniards, with a considerable 
body of English sent by Mary to the assistance of her 
husband, penetrated into Picardy, and gained a complete 
victory over the French foz^ces. The honour of this 
brilliant affair, which took place near St. Quintin, was 
almost wholly due to the count d'Egmont, a Belgian 
noble, who commanded the light cavalry ; -but the king, 
unwilling to let any one man enjoy the glory of the 
day, piously pretended that he owed the entire ohliga* 
tion to St. Lawrence, on whose festival the battle was 
fought. His gratitude or hypocrisy found a fitting 
monument in the celebrated convent and palace of the 
Escurial, which he absurdly caused to be built in the 
form of a gridiron, the instrument of the saint's martyr- 
dom. When the news of the victory reached Charles V.. 
in his retreat, the old warrior enquired if Philip was in 
Paris ? but the cautious victor had no notion of suck 
prompt manoeuvring j nor would he risk against foreign 
enemies the exhaustion of forces destined for tiic en- 
slavement of his people. 

The French in some measure retrieved their late dis- 
grace by the capture of Calais, the only town remain- 
ing to England of all its French conquests, and which, 
consequently, had dee^y interested the national glory 

each people. In the early part of the year 1558, 
one of the generals of Henry 11. made an irruption into 
western Flanders; but the gallant count of Egmont once 
more proved his valour and skill by attackii^ and totally 
[defeating the invaders near the town, of GriRelinea. 

A general peace was concluded in April, 1559, whioh 
bore the name of C&teau-Cambresis, from that of tlae 
place where it was negotiated. Philip secured for hioBi* 
^oelf various advantages in the treaty ; but he sacrifice^ 



HISTOBY OF THE KETHERLAKBS. 155^. 

t^e interests of England^ by consenting to the retention 
of Calais by the French king, — a cession deeply humi- 
liating to the national pride of his allies ; and, if gene- 
ral opinion be correct, a proximate cause of his consort's 
death. The alliance of France and the mpport of Rome, 
the important results of the two wars now brought to a 
dose, were counterbalanced by the well-known hostility of 
Elizabeth, who had succeeded to the throne of England; 
and this latter consideration was an additional motive 
with Philip to push forward the design of consolidating 
his despotism in the Low Countries. 

To lead his already deceived subjects the more surely 
into the snare, he announced his intended departure on 
a short visit to Spain ; and created for the period of 
his absence a provisional government, chiefly composed 
of the leading men among the Belgian nobility. He 
flattered himself that the states, dazzled by the illus- 
trious illusion thus prepared, would cheerfully grant to 
this provisional government the right of levying taxes 
during the temporary absence of the sovereign. He 
also reckoned on the influence of the clergy in the 
national assembly, to procure the revival of the edicts 
against heresy, which he had gained the merit of sus- 
pending. These, with many minor details of profound 
duplicity, formed the principal features of a plan, which, 
if successful, would have reduced the Netherlands to the 
wretched state of colonial dependance hy which Naples 
and Sicily were held in the tenure of Spain. 

As soon as the states had consented to place the 
whole powers of government in the bands of the new 
administration for the period of the king's absence, the 
royal hypocrite bdieved his scheme secure, and flattered 
himself he had established an instrument of durable 
despotism. The composition of this new government 
was a masterpiece of political machinery. It consisted 
of several councils, in which the most distinguished 
dtiaens were entitled to a place, in sufficient numbers 
to deceive the people with a show of represen tad on, 
but not enough to command a m^ority, which was 


f 
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sure on any important question to rest witli the titled 
creatures of the court. The edicts against heresy, soon 
adopted, gave to the clergy an almost unlimited poww 
over the lives and fortunes of the people. But almost 
all the dignitar^te of the church being men of great re- 
spectability and moderation, chosen by the body of the 
inferior clergy, these extraordinary powers excited little 
alarm. Philip's project was suddenly to replace these 
virtuous ecclesiastics by others of his own choice, as 
soon as the states broke up from their annual meeting ; 
and for this intention he had procured the secret consent 
and authority of the court of Rome. 

In support of these combinations the Belgian troops 
were completely broken up and scattered in small bodies 
over the country. The whole of this force, so redoubt- 
able to the fears of despotism, consisted of only 3000 
cavalry. It was now divided into fourteen companies 
(or squadrons in the modem phraseology)^ under the 
command of as many independent chiefs, so as to leave 
little chance of any principle of union reigning among 
them. But the German and Spanish troops in Philip's 
pay were cantoned on the frontiers, ready to stifle any 
incipient effort in .opposition to his plans. In addition 
to these imposing means for their execution, he bad se- 
cured a still more secret and more powerful support ; 
— a secret article in the treaty of Cdteau-Cambresis 
obliged the king of France to assist him with the whole 
armies of France against his Belgian subjects, should 
they prove refractory. Thus the late war, of which the 
Netherlands had borne all the weight, and earned all 
the glory, only brought about the junction of the de- 
feated enemy with their own king for the extinction of 
their nation^ independence. 

To complete the execution of this system of perfidy, 
Philip convened an assembly of all the states at Ghent, 
in the month of Julv, 1559’ 'I'his meeting of the re- 
preaentadves of the three orders of the state offered no 
apparent obstacle to Philip's views. The ckrgy, alarmed 
at the progress of the new doctrines, gathered more 
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closely round the government of which they required tlxe 
support The nobles had lost much of their ancient attach- 
ment to liberty ; and had become, in various ways, de-. 
pendant on the royal favour. Many of the first families 
were then represented by men possessed rather of courage 
and candour than of foresight and sagacity. That of 
NassaUj the most distinguished of all, seemed the least in* 
terested in the national cause. A great part of its possea* 
sions were in Germany and France, where it had recently 
acquired the sovereign principality .of Orange. It wag 
only from the third order — that of the commons — that 
Philip had to expect any opposition. Already, during the. 
war, it had shown some ^scontent> and had insisted on 
the nomination of commissioners to control the accounts 
and the disbursements of the subsidies. But it seemed 
improbable, that among this class of men, any would be 
found capable of penetrating the manifold combinations 
of the king, and disconcerting his designs. 

Anthony Perrenotte de GranveUe, bishop of Arras, who 
was considered as Philip's favourite counsellor, but who 
was in reality no more than his docile agent, was com- 
missioned to address the assembly in the name of his 
master, who spoke only Spanish* H^s oration was one 
of cautious deception, and contained the most flatter- 
ing assurances of Philip's attachment to the people of 
the Netherlands. It excused the king for not having 
nominated his only son Don Carlos to reign over them 
fn his name j alleging, as a proof of hia royal aflectionj 
that he preferred giving them as governant a Belgian 
princess, madame Marguerite duohess of Parma, the na- 
tural daughter of Charles V. by a young lady a native of 
Audenarde. Fair promises and fine words were thus la- 
vished in profusion to gain the confidence of the deputies. 

But notwithstanding all the talent, the caution, and 
the mystery of Philip and his minister, there was 
among the nobles one man who saw through all. Thia 
individual, endowed with many of the highest attributca^^ 
ef political genius, and pre-eminently with judgment ; 
Ihe most important of all, entered fearl^v into the doii« 
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test against tyranny — despising every peraonal sacrifica 
for the country's good. Without making himself sua^ 
piciously prominentj he privately warned some members 
of the states of the coming danger. Those in whom ha 
confided did not betray the trust. They spread among 
the other deputies the alarm^ and pointed out the danger 
to which they had been so judiciously awakened. The 
consequence wasj a reply to Philip's demand^ in vague 
and general termsj without binding the nation by any* 
pledge ; and an unanimous entreaty that he would dimi* 
nish the taxes^ withdraw the foreign troopsj and entrust 
no official employments to any but natives of the coun- 
try. The object of this last request was the removaJ 
of Granvellej who was bom in Franche-Comt^. 

Philip was utterly astounded at ail this. In the first 
moment of his vexation he imprudently cried out, 
Would yej then, also bereave me of my place; I, 
who am a Spaniard ?" But he soon recovered hia self- 
command, and resumed his usual mask ; eotpressed his 
regret at not having sooner learned the wi^es of the 
states ; promised to remove the foreign troops within 
three months ; and set off for Zealand, with aammed 
composure, but filled with the fury of a discovered 
traitor and humiliated despot, 

A fieet under the command of count Horn, the ad- 
miral of the United Provinces, waited at Flesaingue to 
form his escort to Spain. At the very moment of hia 
departure, William of Nassau, prince of Orange and 
governor of Zealand, waited on him to pay his official 
respects. The king, taking him apart from the other 
attendant nobles, recommended him to hasten the exe- 
cution of several gentlemen and wealthy citizens attached 
to the newly introduced religious opinions. Then, quite 
suddenly, whether in the random impulse of suppressed 
rage, or that his piercing glance discovered Willisdn'i 
aeeret feelings in his countenance, he actused him wiA 
iwving hem the means of thwarting hia deaigna. Sire," 
laflied Nassau, it was the work of the nationil atalea.'* 
No I" cried Philip, grasping him furioualy by the 
o 4 
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arm ; " it was not done by the states^ but by you, and 
you alone ! '* * 

This glorious accusation was not repelled. He who 
had 5a\^ his country in unmasking the designs of its 
tyrant, admitted by bis silence his title to the hatred of 
the one and the gratitude of the other. Oh %ie 20th of 
August, Philip embarked and set sail ; turning his back 
for ever on the coimtry which offered the first check to 
his despotism; and, after a perilous voyage, he arrived 
in diat which permitted a free indulgence to his ^rocious 
and sanguinary career. 

For some time after Philip's departure the Nether- 
lands continued to enjoy considerable prosperity. From 
the period of the peace of Cateau-Cambresis commerce 
and navigation had acquired new and increasing activity. 
The fisheries, but particularly that of herrings, became 
daily more important; that one alon% oqoupying 2000 
boats. While Holland, Zealand, and Friesland made 
this progress in their peculiar branches of industry, the 
southern provinces were not less active or successful. 
Spain add the colonies offered such a mart for the ob- 
jects of their manufacture, that in a single year tbye^ 
received from Flanders fifty large ships, filled with ar- 
ticles of household furniture and utensils. The export- 
ation of woolle^ goods amounted to enormous sums. 
Bruges alone sold annually to the amount of 4,000,000 
florins of stuffs of Spanish, and as much of English, 
wool ; and the least value of the florin then was qua- 
druple its present worth. The commerce with England 
though less important than that with Spain, was calcu- 
lated yearly at 24,000,000 florins, which was chiefly 
clear profit to the Netherlands, as their exportations 
consisted almost entirely of objects of their own ma- 
nufacture. Their commercial relations with France, 
Germany, Italy, Portugal, and the Levant, were daily 
increasing. Antwerp was the centre of this prodigiods 
trade. Several sovereigns, among others Elizabeth df 

* Schiller. The wordi of Philip were : " Kot no los eatados ; ma vot, vda, 
VOS I " Vos thiu used la Spanish U a term of contempt, equivalent toicrtin 
French* 
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England, had recognised ugents in that city, equivalent 
to consuls of the present times ; and loans of immense 
amount were frequently negotiated by them with wealthy 
merchants, who furnished them, not in negotiable bills 
dr for unr^eemable debentures, but in solid gold, and on 
a simple actnowledgment. 

Flanders and Brabant were still the richest and most 
flourishing portions of the state. Some municipal fetes 
given about this time afford a notion of their opulence. 
On one of these occasions the town of Mechlin sent a 
deputation to Antwerp, consisting of 326 horsemen 
dressed in velvet and satin with gold and silver orna- 
ments ; while those of Brussels consisted of 340, as 
splendidly equipped, and accompanied by seven huge 
triumphal chariots and seventy-eight carriages of various 
constructions, — a prodigious number for those days. 

But the splendour and prosperity which thus sprung 
out of the national industry and independence, and which 
a wise or a generous sovereign would have promoted, or at 
least have established on a permanent basis, was destined 
speedily to sink beneath the bigoted fury of Philip II. 
-pie new government which he had estabUshed was most 
ingeniously adapted to produce every imaginable evil to 
the state. The king, hundreds of leagues distant, could 
not himself issue an order hut with a lapse of time ruinous 
to any object of pressing importance. The governant- 
^eneral, who represented him, having but a nominal 
authority, was forced to follow her instructions, and 
liable to have all her acts reversed besides which, she 
had the king's orders to consult her private council on all 
affairs whatever, and the council of state on any matter of 
paramount importance. These two councils, however, 
contained the elements of a serious opposition to the royal 
projects, in the persons of the patriot nobles sprinkled 
among Philip's devoted creatures. Thus the influence of 
the crown was often thwarted, if not actually balanced ; 
and the proposals which emanated from it frequently op- 
posed by the govemant herself. She, although a woman 

* Vandervynct, 
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of masculine appearance and habits % was posseasi^ d> 
.no strength of mind. Her prevailing a^timent seer.* 
to be dread of the king ; yet she was at times influenced . 
by a sense of justiccj and by the remonstrances of 
.well-judging members of her councils. But these werB 
not all the difficulties that clogged the machinery of thi£ 
state. After the king^ the government, and the councils, 
had deliberated on any measure, its execution rested with 
the provincial governors or stadtholders, or the magis- 
trates of the towns. Almost every one of these, being 
strongly attached to the laws and custoraa of the nation, 
hesitated, or refused to obey the orders conveyed to 
them, when those orders appeared illegal. Some, how- 
ever, yielded to the authority of the government ; so it 
often happened that an edict, which in one district was 
carried into full effect, was in others deferred, rejected, 
or violated, in a way productive of great confusion in 
the public affairs. 

Philip was conscious that he had himself to blame 
for the consequent disorder. In nominating the mem- 
bers of the two councils, he had over-reached himself 
in his plan for silently sapping the liberty that 
so obnoxious to his designs. But to neutralise the 
influence of the restive members, he had left Granvelle 
the first place in the administration. This man, an. 
immoral eccleskstic, an eloquent orator, a supple cour-‘ 
tier, and a profound politician, bloated with pride, envy, 
insolence, and vanity, was the real head of the govern- 
ment. t Next to him among the royalist party was' 
Vighus, president of the privy council, an erudite 
schoolman, attached less to the broad principles of jus- 
tice than to the letter of the laws, and thus carrying 
pedantry into the very councils of the state. Next in 
order came the count de Berlaimont, head of the financial 
department, — a stem and intolerant satellite of the court, 

* Stroda. 

f Strada. a royalist, a Jesuit, and therefore a fair witness on this point, 
uses the follow inir words In portraying the character of this odious mlnli.r 
ter. Animum avidum ac sintHltates inter principem et popuini, 

vcwlti fowntum, r 
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and a furious enemy to those national institutions which 
operated as chedi^ upon fraud. These three individuals 
formed the govemant's privy council. The remaining 
creatures of the king were mere subaltern agents. 

A govemjnent so composed could scarcely fail to Ex- 
cite discontent^ and create danger to the public weal* 
The first proof of incapacity was elicited by the measures 
required for the departure of the Spanish troops. The 
period fixed by the king had already expired^ and these 
obnoxious foreigners were still in the country, living in 
part on pillage/^ and each day committing some new 
excess. Complaints were carried in successive gradation 
from the government to the council, and from the coun-. 
cil to the king. The Spaniards were removed to Zea- 
land ; but instead of being embarked at any of its ports^ 
they were detained there on various pretexts, Money^ 
ships^ or, on necessity, a wind, was professed to be 
still wanting for their final removal, by those who found 
excuses for delay in every element of nature or subter- 
fuge of art. In the mean time those ferocious soldiers 
ravaged a part of the country. The simple natives at 
Idfcigth declared they would open the sluices of their dykes; 
preferring to be swallowed by the waters rather than 
remain exposed to the cruelty and rapacity of those 
Spaniards. ^ Still the embarkation was postponed ; 
until the king, requiring his troops in Spain for some 
domestic project, they took their long desired departure 
in the beginning of the year 156l, 

The public discontent at this just cause was soon, 
however, overwhelmed by one infinitely more important 
and lasting. The Belgian clergy had hitherto formed 
a free and powerful order in the state, governed and 
represented by four bishops chosen by the chapters of 
the towns, or elected by the monks of the principal 
abbeys. These bishops, possessing an independent ter- 
ritorial revenue, and not directly subject to the influence 
of the crown, had interests and feelings in common with 
foe nation. But Philip had prepared, and foe pope had 

• WatMjn’s Life of Pl^iUp H. 
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sanctioned^ the new system of ecclesiastical organisation 
before alluded tOj and the provisional^ovemment now 
put it into execution. * In8tea,d of four bishops, it was 
intended to appoint eighteen, their nomination being 
vested in the king. By a wily system of trickery the 
subserviency of the abbeys was also aimed at. The new 
prelates, on a pretended principle of economy, were en- 
dowed with the title of abbots of the chief monasteries 
of their respective dioceses. Thus not only would they 
enjoy the immense wealth of these esUbhshments, but 
the political rights of the abbots whdfei they were to 
succeed ; and the whole of the ecclesiastical order become 
gradually represented (after the death of the then living 
abbots) by the creatures of the crown. 

The consequences of this vital blow to the integrity 
of the national institutions were evident ; and the indig- 
nation of both clergy and laity was universal. Every 
legal means of opposition were resorted to, but the peo- 
ple were without leaders ; the states were npt in session. 
While the authority of the pope and the king combined, 
the reverence excited by the very name of religion, and 
tl^ address and perseverance of the government, fornfed 
too powerful a combination, and triumphed over the 
national discontents which had not yet been formed into 
resistance. The new bishops were appointed ; Granvelle 
securing for himself the archiepis copal see of Mechlin, 
with the title *e^ttimate of the Low Countries, At the 
same time Pauf IV. put the crowning point to the capital 
of his ambition, by presenting him with a carnal's hat. 

The new bi^ops were to a man most violet, intole- 
rant, and it may be conscientious, opponents wide- 
spreading doctrines of reform. The execu^n of the 
e^cts gainst heresy was confided to them. The pro- 
vincial governors and inferior magistrates we4 com- 
manded to aid them with a dtrong arm ; and the most 
unjust and fiigbtful persecution immediatdy commenced. 
But still some of these governors and magistrates, con- 
sidering themselves not only the officers of the prince, 

• Vandervynct 
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but the protectors of the people^ and the defenders of the 
laws rather than of the faiths did not blindly conform 
to those harsh 4hid illegal commands. The prince of 
Orange^ stadtholder of Holland^ Zealand^ and Utrecht^ 
and the count of Egmont, governor of Flanders and 
Artoisj permitted no persecutions in those five provinces. 
But in various places the very people^ even when influ.* 
enced by their superiors^ openly opposed it. Catholics 
as well as protestants were indignant at the atrocious 
spectacles of cruelty presented on all sides. The public 
peace was endai^ered by isolated acts of resistance^ and 
fears of a genem insurrection soon became universd. 

The apparent temporising or seeming uncertainty of 
the champions of the new doctrines formed the great 
obstacle to the reformation^ and tended to prolong the 
dreadful struggle which was now only commencing in the 
Low Countries. It was a matter of great difficulty to 
convince the people that popery was absurd^ and at the 
same time to set limits to the absurdity. Had the 
change been from blind belief to total infidelity^ it would 
(as in a modern instance) have been much easierj though 
less lasting. Men might, in a time of such excitement, 
hfve been persuaded that all religion productive of abii|£8 
such as then abounded was a farce, and that common 
s tise called for its abolition. But when the boundaries 
ol, belief became a question; when the world was told it 
oi jht to reject some doctrines, and retain others which 
seemed as difficult of comprehensioO|^^en one tenet 
was pronounced idolatry, and to doubt l^other declared 
damnati^; — the world either exploded nr recoiled: it 
went too Tar, or it shrank back ; plunged into atheism or 
relapseiU^o popery. It t as thus the reformation was 
checked fi the first instance. Its supporters were the 
strong-minded and intelligent ; and they never, and 
least (^all in those day^, formed the mass. Superstition 
and bigotry had enervated the intellects of the majority ; 
and the high resolve of those with whom the great work 
commenced, was mixed with a severity that materially 
retarded its progress. For though personal interests, aa 
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with Henry VI 11. of England^ and rigid enthusiaam^ aa 
with Calvin^ strengthened the infant reformation ; the drat 
led to violence which irritated many^ the second to aus- 
terity which disgusted them ; and it was soon discovered 
that the change was almost confined to forms of practice, 
and that the essentials of abuse were likely to be carefully 
.preserved, All thesCj and other arguments^ artfully modi^ 
fied to distract the people^ were urged by the new bishops 
in the Netherlands, and by those whom they employed 
to arrest the progress of reform. 

Among the various causes of the general confusion, 
the situation of Brabant gave to that province a pecu- 
liar share of suffering. Brussels^ its capital, being the 
seat of government, had no particular chief magis- 
trate, like the other provinces. The executive power 
was therefore wholly confided to the municipal author- 
ities and the territorial proprietors. But these, though 
generally patriotic in their views, were divided into a 
multiplicity of different opinions. Rivalry and resent- 
ment produced a total want of union, ended in anarchy, 
and prepared the way for civil war. William of Nassau 
penetrated the cause, and proposed the remedy in mov- 
ing for the appointment of a provincial governor. This 
proposition terrified Granvelle, who saw, as clearly as 
did his sagacious opponent in the council, that the no- 
mination of a specid protector between the people and 
the government would have paralysed all his efforts for 
hurrying on the discord and resistance which were meant 
to be the plausible excuses for the introduction of arbi- 
trary power. He therefore energetically dissented from 
the proposed measure, and William immediately desisted 
from his demand. But he at the same time claimed, in 
the, name of the whole country, the convocation of the 
Btates-general. This assembly alone was competent to de- 
cide what was just, legal, and obligatory for each province 
and every town. Governors, magistrates, and simple ci- 
tizens, would thus have some rule for their common con- 
duct ; and the government would be at least endowed 
with the dignity of uniformity and steadiness. The mini- 
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Bters endeavoured to evade a demand which they were at 
first unwilling openly to refuse. But the firm demeanemr 
and persuasive ddquence of the prince of Orange carried 
before them all who were not actually bought by the crown; 
and Granvelle found himsdf at length forced to avow that 
an express order from the king forbade the convocation of 
the stateSj on any pretext^ during his absence. 

The veil was thus rent asunder^ which had in some 
measure concealed the deformity of Philip's despotism. 
The result was a powerful confederacy among dl who 
held it odiouSj for the overthrow of Granvelle, to whom 
they chose to attribute the king's conduct ; thus bring- 
ing into practical result the sound principle of ministerial 
responsibility, without which, except in some peculiar 
case of local urgency or political crisis, the name of con- 
stitutional government is but a mockery. Many of the 
royalist nobles united for the national cause; and even 
•the governant joined her eflbrts to theirs, for an ob- 
ject which would relieve her from the tyranny which 
none felt more than she did. Those who composed this 
•confederacy against the minister were actuated by a 
great variety of motives. The duchess of Parma hated 
him, as a domestie spy robbing her of all real authority; 
the royalist nobles, as an insolent upstart at every In- 
stant mortifying their pride. The counts Egmont and 
Horn, with nobler sentiments, opposed him as the author 
of their country's growing misfortunes. But it is doubt- 
ful if any of the confederates except the prince of Orange 
clearly saw that they were putting themselves in direct 
and personal opposition to the king himself. William 
alone, clear-sighted in politics and profound in his views, 
knew, in thus devoting himself to the public cause, the 
-adversary with whom be entered the lists. 

This great man, for whom the national traditions 
still preserve the sacred title of father" (Vader^ 
.Willem), and who was in truth not merely the parent 
but the p<ditical creator of the country, was at this period 
in his thirtieth year. He already joined the vigour 
manhood to the wisdom of age. Brought up under the 
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eye of Charles V.^ whose sagacity soon discovered his 
precocious talentSj he was admitted to the councils of 
the emperor, at a time of life which was little advanced 
beyond merei>oyhood. He alone was chosen by this pow-^ 
erful sovereign to be present at the audiences which he 
gave to foreign ambassadors, which proves that in early 
youth he well deserved by his discretion the surname of 
the taciturn.” It was on the arm of William, then 
twenty years of age, and already named by him to the 
command of the Belgian troops, that this powerful 
monarch leaned for support on the memorable day of hia 
abdication; and he immediately afterwards employed 
him on the important mission of bearing the imperial 
crown to his brother Ferdinand, in whose favour he had 
resigned it. William's grateful attachment to Charles 
did not blind him to the demerits of Philip. He repaired 
to France, as one of the hostages on the part of the latter 
monarch for the fulfilment of the peace of Cateau-Cam- 
bresis ; and he then learned from the lips of Henryll., 
who soon conceived a high esteem for him, the measures 
reciprocally agreed on by the two sovereigns for the op- 
pression of their subjects.* From that moment his mind 
was made up on the character of Philip, and on the* part 
which he had himself to perform ; and he never felt a 
doubt on the first point, nor swerved from the latter. 

But even before hia patriotism was openly displayed, 
Philip had taken a dislike to one in whom his shrewd- 
ness quickly discovered an intellect of which he was 
jealous. He could not actually remove William from 
all interference with public affairs ; but he refused hi m 
the government of Flanders, and opposed, in. secret, 
his projected marriage with a princess of the house 
of Lorraine, which was calculated to bring him a con« 
siderable accession of fortci£e, and consequently of 
influence. It may be therefore said that William, in 
his subsequent conduct, was urged by motives of per- 
sonal enmity against Philip.. Be it so. We do not 
to raise him above the common feelings of humanity ; 

* Vandervynct 
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and we should risk the sinking him below them^ if we 
supposed him insensible to the natural effects of just 
resentment. 

The secret impulses of conduct can never be known 
beyond the individual's own breast ; but actions must, 
however questionable, be taken as the tests of motives. 
In all those of William's illustrious career we can detect 
none that might be supposed to spring from vulgar or 
base feelings. If his hostility to Philip was indeed in- 
creased by private dislike, he has at least set an example 
of unparalleled dignity in his method of revenge ; but 
in calmly considering and weighing, without deciding on 
the question, we see nothing that should deprive Wil- 
liam of an unsullied title to pure and perfect patriotism. 
The injuries done to him by Philip at this period were 
not of a nature to excite any violent hatred. Enough of 
public wrong was inflicted to arouse the patriot, but not 
of private ill to inflame the man. Neither was William 
of a vindictive disposition. He was never known to turn 
the knife of an assassin against his royal rival, even when 
the blade hired by the latter glanced from him reek- 
ing with his blood. And though William's enmity may 
have been kept alive or strengthened by the provocations 
he received, it is certain that, if a foe to the king, he 
was, as long as it was possible, the faithful counsellor of 
the crown. He spared no pains to impress on the mon- 
arch who hated him the real means for preventing the 
coming evils ; and had not a revolution been absolutely 
iitevitable, it is he who would have prevented it. 

' Such was the chief of the patriot party, chosen by the 
silent election of general opinion, and by that involun- 
tary homage to geniu^i which leads individuals in the 
train of those master-minds who take the lead in public 
affairs. Counts Egmont and Horn, and some othera,'^ 
largely shared with him the popular favour. The mul- 
titude could not for some time distinguish the uncertain 
and capricious opposition of an offended courtier from 
the determined resistance of a great man. William was 
still comparatively young ; he had lived long out of the 
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country; and it was little by little that his eminent 
public virtues were developed and understood. 

The great object of immediate good wm the remord 
of cardinal Granvelle. William boldly put himself at 
the head of the confederacy. He wrote to the king, 
conjointly with counts Egmont and HorUj faithfully 
portraying the state of affairs. The duchess of Parmd 
backed this remonstrance with a strenuous request for 
Granvelle's dismission. Philip’s reply to the three no-J 
blemen was a mere tissue of duplicity to obtain delay^ 
accompanied by an invitation to count Egmont to repair 
to Madrid, to hear his sentiments at large by word of 
mouth. His only answer to the govemant was a posi- 
tive recommendation to use every possible means to 
disunite and breed ill-vdll among the three confederate 
lords. It was difficult to deprive William of the con- 
fidence of his friends^ and impossible to deceive him. 
He saw the trap prepared by the royal intrigues^ re- 
strained Egmont for a while from the fatal step he was 
but too well inclined to take^ and persuaded him and 
Horn to renew with him their firm but respectful re- 
presentations; at the same time begging' permission to 
resign their various employments, and simultaneously 
ceasing to appear at the court of the govemant. 

In the mean time every possible indignity was offered 
to the cardinal by private pique and public satire. Several 
lords, following count Egmont’s example, had a kind of 
capuchon or fool’s cap embroidered on the liveries of their 
varlets; and it was generally known that this was meant 
as a practical parody on the cardinal’s hat. The crowd 
laughed heartily at this stupid pleasantry; and the coars^ 
satire of the times may he judged by a caricature, which 
was forwarded to the cardinal’s own hands, representing 
/-^m in the act of hatching a nestful of eggs, from which 
a crowd of bishops escaped, while overhead was the devil 
in propria persona^ with the following scroll: — This 
is my well-beloved son — listen to him !” * 

Philip, thus driven before the popular voice, found 
• Dujardln, Hist, Gen. dcs Prov. Un. t. v. p. 7G. 
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himself forced to the choice of throwing oflp the mask at 
once^ or of sacrificing Granvelle. An invincible inclin- 
ation for manoeuvring and deceit decided him on the 
Utter measure ; and the cardinal^ recalled but not dis« 
gracedj quitted the Netherlands on the 10th of March^ 
1564,* The secret instructions to the governant re- 
mained unrevoked ; the president Viglius succeeded to 
the post which Granvelle had occupied; and it was clear 
that the projects of the king had suffered no change. 

Nevertheless some good resulted from the departure 
of the unpopular minister. The public fermentation 
subsided ; the patriot lords reappeared at court ; and 
the prince of Orange acquired an increasing influence in 
the council and over the governant^ who by his advice 
adopted a conciliatory line of conduct — a fallacious but 
still a temporary hope for the nation. But the calm was 
of short duration. Scarcely was this moderation evinced 
by the govemmentj when Philip^ obstinate in his de- 
signs and outrageous in his resentment^ sent an order to 
have the edicts against heresy put into most rigorous 
execution^ and to proclaim throughout the seventeen 
provinces the furious decree of the council of Trent. 

The revolting cruelty and illegality of the first edicts 
were already admitted. As to the decrees of this me- 
morable council^ they were only adapted for countries 
in submission to an absolute despotism. They were 
received in the Netherlands with general reprobation. 
Even the new bishops loudly denounced them as unjust 
innovations ; and thus Philip found zealous opponents 
in those on whom he had reckoned as his most servile 
tools. The governant was not the less urged to implicit 
obedience to the orders of the king by Viglius and De 
Berlaimontj who took upon themselves an almost me- 
nacing tone. The duchess assembled a council of state, 
and asked its advice as to her proceedings. The prince 
of Orange at once boldly proposed disobedience to mea- 
sures fraught with danger to the monarchy and ruin to 
the nation. The council could not resist his appeal to their 

• Vandervynct. 
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best feelings. His proposal that fresh remonstrances 
should be addressed to the king met with almost general 
support. The president Viglius, who had spoken in the 
opening of the council in favour of the king*s orders^ 
was overwhelmed by William's reasonings and demanded 
time to prepare his reply. His agitation during the 
debate^ and his despair of carrying the measures against 
the patriot party, brought on in the night an attack of 
apoplexy. 

It was resolved to despatch a special envoy to Spain, 
to explain to Philip the views of the council, and to lay 
before him a plan proposed by the prince of Orange for 
forming a junction between the two councils and that of 
finance, and forming them into one body. The object 
of this measure was at once to give greater imion and 
power to the provisional government, to create a central 
administration in the Netherlands, and to remove from 
some olJture and avaricious financiers the exclusive 
management of the national resources. The count of 
Egmont, chosen by the council for this important mis- 
sign, set out for Madrid in the month of February, 1565. 
Philip received him with profound hypocrisy ; loaded 
him with the most flattering promises ; sent him back in 
the utmost elation ; and when the credulous count re- 
turned to Brussels, h^i found that the written orders, of 
which he was the bearer, were in direct variance with 
every word which the king had uttered.* 

These orders were chiefly concerning the reiterated 
subject of the persecution to be inflexibly pursued against 
the religious reformers. Not satisfied with the hitherto 
established forms of punishment, Philip now expressly 
commanded that the more revolting means decreed by his 
father in the rigour of his early zeal, such as burnings 
living burial, and the like, should be adopted; and he 
somewhat more obscurely directed that the victims should 
be no longer publicly immolated^ but secretly destroyed, 
He endeavoured^ by this vague phraseology^ to avoid the 
actual utterance of the word inquisition/ but he thus 

• VandcTrynct 
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virtually established that atrocious tribunal^ with attri* 
butes still more terrific than even in Spain; for there the 
condemned had at least the consolation of dying in open 
day^ and of displaying the fortitude which is rarely proof 
against the horror of a private execution. Philip had 
thus consummated his treason against the principles of 
Justice and the practices of jurisprudence which had 
heretofore characterised the country ; and against the 
most vital of those privileges which he had solemnly 
sworn to maintain. 

His design of establishing this horrible tribunal^ so 
impiously named holy by its founders^ had been long 
suspected by the people of the Netherlands. The ex- 
pression of those fears had reached him more than once 
He M often replied by assurances that he had formed ri 
such project, and particularly to count d’Egmont duri^*^ 
his recent visit to Madrid. But at that very time ^ 
assembled a conclave of his creatures, doctors of theology, 
of whom he formally demanded an opinion as to whether 
he could conscientiously tolerate two sorts of religion in 
the Netherlands. The doctors, hoping to please him, 
replied that ^^he might, for the avoidance of a greater 
evil."' Philip trembled with rage, and exclaimed, with a 
threatening tone, I ask not if I can, but if I ought” 
The theologians read in this question the nature of the 
expected reply ; and it was amply conformable to his 
wish. He immediately threw himself on his knees 
before a crucifix, and raising his hands towards heaven, 
put up a prayer for strength in his resolution to pursue 
as deadly enemies all who viewed that effigy with feel- 
ings different from his own. If this were not really a 
sacrilegious farce, it must be that the blaspheming bigot 
bdieved the Deity to be a monster of cruelty like himself. 

Even VigliuB was terrified by the nature of Philipps 
commands ; and the patriot lords once more withdrew 
from all share in the government, leaving to the duchesa 
of Parma and her ministers the whole responsibility of 
the new measures. They were at length put into actual 
and vigorous execution in the beginning of the year 
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1566, The inquisitors of the faith^ with their familiars^ 
stalked abroad boldly in the devoted provinces, carry- 
ing persecution and death in their train. Numerous 
but partial insurrections opposecl these odious intruders. 
Every district and town became the scene of frightful 
executions or tumultuous resistance. The converts to 
the new doctrines multiplied, as usual, under the effects 
of persecution. There was no where to be seen," says 
a contemporary author, the meanest mechanic who did 
not find a weapon to strike down the murderers of his 
compatriots." Holland, Zealand, and Utrecht, alone 
I escaped from those fast accumulating horrors. William 
hof Nassau was there. 


CHAP. VIIL 

1566. 

COMMENCEMENT OF THE REVULIFTION. 

The governant and her ministers now began to tremble, 
Philip's favourite counsellors advised him to yield to the 
popular despair ; but nothing could change his deter- 
mination to pursue h\s bloody game to the last cliance. 
He had foreseen the impossibility of retlucing the country 
to slavery as long as it maintained its tranquillity, and 
that union which forms in itself the elements and the 
cement of strength. It was from deep calculation that 
he had excited the troubles, and now kept them alive. 
He knew that the structure of illegal power could only 
be raised on the ruins of public rights and national hap- 
piness ; and the materials of desolation found sympathy 
in his congenial mind. 

And now in reality began the aw'ful revolution of the 
Netlierlands against their tyrant. In a few years this 
fio lately flourishing and happy nation presented a fright- 
ftil picture ; and in the midst of European peace, pros- 
perity, and civiliBation, the wickedness of one prince 
drew' down on the country he misgoverned more evils 
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than it had suffered for centuries from the worst effects 
of its foreign foes. 

William of Nassau has been accused of having at 
length urged on the govemant to promulgate the final 
edicts and the resolutions of the council of Trent^ and 
then retiring from the council of state. This line of 
conduct may be safely admitted and fairly defended by 
his admirers. He had seen the uselessness of remon- 
strance against the intentions of the king. Every pos- 
sible means had been tried, without effect^ to soften his 
pitiless heart to the sufferings of the country. At length 
the moment came when the people had reached that 
pitch of despair which is the great force of the oppressed, 
and William felt that their strength was now equal to 
the contest he had long foreseen. It is therefore absurd 
to accuse him of artifice in the exercise of that wisdom 
which rarely failed him on any important crisis. A 
change of circumstances gives a new name to actions 
and motives ; and it would be hard to blame William of 
Nassau for the only point in which he bore the least re- 
semblance to Philip of Spain, — that depth of penetration, 
which the latter turned to every base, and the former to 
every noble purpose. 

Up to the present moment the prince of Orange and 
the counts Egmont and Horn, with their partisans and 
friends, had sincerely desired the public peace, and acted 
in the common interest of the king and the people. But 
all the nobles had not acted with the same constitutional 
moderation. Many of those, disappointed on personal 
accounts, others professing the new doctrines, and the 
rest variously affected by manifold motives, formed a 
body of violent and sometimes of imprudent malcontents. 
The marriage of Alexander prince of Parma, son of the 
govemant, which was at this time celebrated at Brussels, 
brought together an immense number of these dissatis- 
fied nobles, who became thus drawn into closer connec- 
tion, and whose national candour was more than usually 
brought out in the confidential intercourse of society. 
Politics and patriotism were the common subjects of 
11 4 
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conversation^n the various convivial meetings that took 
place. TwOiQfrman nobles, counts Holle and Schwar- 
zemberg, at thiB period in the hjfe^ierlands, loudly pro- 
claimed the favourable disposition of the princes of the 
empire towards the Belgians. * It was supposed even 
thus early that negotiations had been opened with several 
of those sovereigns. In sl^rt, nothing seemed wa^l^g 
but a leader, to give consiAency and weight to the^^- 
federacy which was as yet but in embryo. This was 
doubly furnished in the persons of Louis of Nassau and 
Henry de Brederode. The former^ brother of the prince 
of Orange, was possessed of many of those brilliant 
qualities which mark men as worthy of distinction in 
times of peril. Educated at Geneva, he was passionately 
attached to the reformed religion, and identified in his 
hatred the catholic church and the tyranny of Spain. 
Brave and impetuous, he was, to his elder brother, but 
as an adventurous partisan compared with a sagacious 
genera]. He loved William as well as he did their 
common cause, and his life was devoted to both. 

Henry de Brederode, lord of Vianen and marquis of 
Utrecht, was descended from the ancient counts of 
Holland. This illustrious origin, which in his own eyes 
formed a high claim to distinction, had not procured him 
any of those employments or dignities which he con- 
sidered his due. He was presumptuous and rash, and 
rather a fluent speaker than an eloquent orator. Louis 
of Nassau was thoroughly inspired by the justice of the 
cause he espoused ; De Brederode espoused it for the 
glory of becoming its champion. The first only wished 
for action; the latter longed for distinction. But neither 
the enthusiasm of Nassau, nor the vanity of De Brede- 
rode, were allied with those superior attributes required 
to form a hero. 

The confederation acquired its perfect organisation in 
the month of February, 1566, on the 10th of which 
month its celebrated manifesto was signed by its nume- 
rous adherents. The first name affixed to this docUmeDt 
♦ SchUIer. 
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was that of Philip de Mamix^ lord of Bt* Aldegonde> 
from wtlOfle pen it emanated; a ma^ of great talents 
both aa soldier flfiil writer. Nnmbein of the nobility 
followed him on this muster-roll of patriotism, and many 
of the most zealous royalists were among them. This 
remarkable proclamation of general feeling consisted 
chiefly in a powerful reprahension of the illegal estab- 
lishment of inquisition^n the Low Countries, and a 
solemn obligation on the members of the confederacy to 
unite in the common cause against this detested nuisance. 
Men of all ranks and classes ofiered their signatures, and 
several catholic priests among the rest. The prince of 
Orange, and the counts Egmont, Horn, and Mcghem, 
declined becoming actual parties to this bold measure ; 
and when the question was debated as to the most appro- 
priate way of presenting an address to the govemant, 
these noblemen advised the mildest and most respectful 
demeanour on the part of the purposed deputation. 

the first intelligence of these proceedings, the 
duchess of Parma, absorbed by terror, had no resource 
but to assemble hastily such members of the council of 
state as were at Brussels ; and she entreated, by the 
most pressing letters, the prince of Orange and count 
Horn to resume their places at this council. But three 
courses of conduct seemed applicable to the emergency; 
— to take up arms — to grant the demands of the con- 
federates — or to temporise and to amuse them with a 
feint of moderation, until the orders of the king might 
be obtained from Spain. It was not, however, till after 
a lapse of four months that the council finally met to 
deliberate on these important questions; and during this 
long interval at such a crisis, the confederates gained 
constant accessions to their numbers, and completely 
consolidated their plans. The opinions in the council 
were greatly divided as to the mode of treatment toward# 
those, whom one party conaidered as patriots acting in 
their constitutional rights, and the other as rebels in 
open revolt against the king. ♦ The prince of Orange 
• Vandcrrynrt. ,, 
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and De BerUlpiont were the principal leaders and chief 
speakers at either side. But the reasoiiings of the 
former, backed by the urgency of events, carried the 
majority of the suffrages ; and a promised redress of 
grievances was agreed on beforehand, as the anticipated 
answer to the coming demands. 

Even while the council of state held its sittings, the 
report was spread through Brussels that the confederates 
were approaching. And at length they did enter the 
city, to the amount of some hundreds of the representa- 
tives of the first families in the country. On the follow- 
ing day, the 5th of April, 1566, they walked in solemn 
procession to the palace. Their demeanour was highly 
imposing, from their mingled air of forbearance and 
determination. All Brussels thronged out, to gaze and 
sympathise with this extraordinary spectacle, of men 
whose resolute step showed they were no common 
suppliants, but whose modest bearing had none of the 
seditious air of faction. The governant received the 
distinguished petitioners with courtesy, listened to their 
detail of grievances, and returned a moderate, concilia- 
tory, but evasive answer. 

The confederation, which owed its birth to, and was 
cradled in social enjoyments, was consolidated in the 
midst of a feast. The day following this first deputa- 
tion to the governant, DeBrederode gave a grand repast 
to his associates in the hotel de Culembourg, Three 
hundred guests were present. Inflamed by joy and 
hope, their spirits rose high under tlie influence of wine, 
and temperance gave way to temerity. In the midst of 
their carousing, some of the members remarked, that 
when the governant received the written petition, count 
Berlaimont observed to her, that she had nothing to 
fear from such a band of beggars," (tag de Gueux). 
The fact was, that many of the confederates were, from 
individual extravagance and mismanagement, reduced to 
such a state of poverty as to justify in some sort the 
sarcasm. The chiefs of the company being at that very 
moment debating on the name which they should choose 
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for this patHotic lea^^e^ the title of Gueturwas instantly 
proposed^ and adopted with acclamation. The reproach 
it was originally intended to convey became neutralised^ 
as its general application to men of all ranks and for- 
tunes concealed its effect as a stigma on many to whom 
it might be seriously applied. Neitlier were examples 
wanting of the most absurd and apparently dishonouring 
nicknames being elsewhere adopted by powerful political 
parties. Long live the Gueux !” was the toast given 
and tumultuously drunk by this madbrained company ; 
and Brederoilej setting no bounds to the boisterous ex- 
citement which followed^ procured immediately, and 
slung across his shoulders, a wallet such as was worn by 
pilgrims and beggars; drank to the health of all present, 
in a wooden cup or porringer; and loudly swore that he 
was ready to sacrifice his fortune and life for the common 
cause. Each man passed round the bowl^ which he first 
put to his lips — repeated the oath — and thus pledged 
himself to the compact. The wallet next went the 
rounds of the whole assembly, and was finally hung upon 
a nail driven into the wall for the purpose; and gazed 
on with such enthusiasm as the emblems of political or 
religious faith, however worthless or absurd, never fail 
to inspire in the minds of enthusiasts. 

The tumult caused by this ceremony, so ridiculous 
in itself, but so sublime in its results, attracted to the 
spot the prince of Orange and counts Egmont and Horn, 
whose presence is universally attributed by the historians 
to accident, but which was probably that kind of chance 
that leads medical practitioners in our days to the field 
where a duel is fought. They entered ; and Brederode, 
who did the honours of the mansion, forced them to be 
seated, and to join in the festivity.* The appearance 
of three such distinguished personages heightened the 

* The rnllDWing wa« Efrmont's Account of thrir ronduct “ We drank t 
unple glaxti ot wine each, to shouti of * Long live the kiiigl loiifi live Uie 
Gueux It WHSs the tirnt tune I h.id heard the t oiirederacy lo named^and 
1 avow ih.it it diitpleased me; but the tiinn were mi cntiral, that peofile 
were obliged to to'ernte many Ihingii Lqulrary to their kncUnatioua, and 1 
believed myKelfoii this occasion to act with i^rfect mnocenee." — Piticdf 
eriuwiai du Cc^te tT 
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)^eneral excitement ; and the most important assembla^ 
diat had for centuries met together in the Netherlands 
i^ngled the discussion of affairs of state with all the 
hurlesque extravagance of a debauch. But this frantic 
scene did not finish the affair. What they resolved on 
while drunkj they prepared to perform when atber. 
Ilallying-signs and watch-words were adopted and soon 
displayed. It was thought that nothing better suited the 
occasion than the immediate adoption of the costume aa 
well as the title of beggary. In a very few days the city 
streets were filled with men in grey cloaks^ fashioned on 
the model of those used by mendicants and pilgrims. 
Each confederate caused this uniform to be worn by 
every member of his family, and replaced it the 
livery of his servants. Several fastened to t&^ girdles 
or their sword-hilts small wooden drinking- cups, clasps 
knives, and other symbols of the begging fraternity; 
while aU soon wore on their breasts a nedal of gold or 
silver, representing on one side the effigy of Philip, with 
the words, Faithful to the king and on the reverse, 
two hands clasped, with the motto, Jusqu'd la besace,* 
(Even to the wallet). From this origin arose the applica* 
tion of the word GueWj in its political sense, as common 
to all the inhabitants of the Netherlands who embraced 
^e cause of the Reformation, and took up arms against 
their tyrant. Having presented two subsequent remon- 
strances to the governant, and obtained some consoling 
promises of moderation, the chief confederates quitted 
Erussels, leaving several directors to sustain their cause 
*4n the capital; while they themselves spread into the 
various provinces, exciting the people to join the legal 
and constitutional resistance with which they were re- 
solved to oppose the march of bigotry and despotism. 

A new form of edict was now decided on by the 
governant and her council ; and after various insidious 
and illegal but successful tricks, the consent of several 
of the provinces was obtained to the adoption of mea- 
sures thatj under a guise of comparative moderatioi^ 
were little less abominable than those commanded by 



1556. POLICY OP THE PRINCE OP ORANOE. 

the king.^ These were formally signed by the council^ 
and despatched to Spain to receive Philip’s sanction^ and 
thus acquire the force of law. The embassy to Madrid ^ 
was confided to the marquis of Bergra and .the baron de ‘ 
Montigny ; the latter of whom, was brother to count 
and had formerly been employed on a like mis- 
sion. Montigny appears to have had some qualms of 
apprehension in undertaking this new office. His good 
genius seemed for a while to stand between him and 
the fate which awaited him. An accident which hap- 
pened to his colleague allowed an excuse for retarding 
his journey. But the govemant urged him away: 
he set out^ and reached his destination ; not to defend 
die cause of his country at the foot of the throne, but 
to perish a victim to his patriotism, t 

The situation of the patriot lords was at this crisis 
peculiarly embarrassing. The conduct of the confe- 
derates was so essentially tantamount to open rebellion, 
that the prince of Orange and his friends found it almost 
impossible to preserve a neutrality between the court 
and the people. All their wishes urged them to join at 
once in ^e public cause ; but they were restrained by a 
lingering sense of loyalty to the king, whose employ- 
ments they stdl held, and whose confidence they were, 
therefore, nominally supposed to share. They seemed 
reduced to the necessity of coming to an explanation, 
and, perhaps, a premature rupture with the government ; 
of joining in the harsh measures it was likely to adopt 
against those with whose proceedings they sympathised; 
or, as a last alternative, to withdraw, as they had done 
before, wholly from all interference in public aflfairs, 
Still their presence in the council of state was, even 
though their infiuence had greatly decreased, of vast 
aervice to the patriots, in checking the hostility of the 
court ; and the confederates, on the other hand, were 
Testrained from acts of open violence, by fear of the 
disapprobation of these their best and most powerful 
^iei^s. Be their individual motives or reasoning what 
'' * Schiller, f Idem, 
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they mighty they at length adopted the alternative above 
alluded to, and resigned their places. Count Horn re- 
tired to his estates ; count Egmont repaired to Aix-la- 
Chapelle, under the pretext of being ordered thither by 
his physicians ; the prince of Orange remained for a 
while at Brussels. 

In the mean while the confederation gained ground 
every day. Its measures had totally changed. the face of 
affairs in all parts of the nation. The general discon^ 
tent now acquired stability, and consequent importance. 
The chief merchants of many of the towns enrolled 
themselves in the patriot band. Many active and ardent 
minds, hitherto withheld by the doubtful construction of 
the association, now freely entered into it when it took 
the form of union and respectability. Energy, if not 
excess, seemed legitimatised. The vanity of the leaders 
was flattered by the consequence they acquired; and 
weak minds gladly embraced an occasion of mixing with 
those whose importance gave both protection and con- 
cealment to their insignificance. 

An occasion so favourable for the rapid promulgation 
of the new doctrines was promptly taken advantage of 
by the French Huguenots and their protestant brethren 
of Germany,* The disciples of reform poured from 
all quarters into the Low Countries, and made prodi- 
gious progress, with all the energy of proselytes, and too 
often with the fury of fanatics. The three principal 
sects into which the reformers were divided, were those 
of the Anabaptists, the Calvinists, and the Lutherans. 
The first and least numerous were chiefly established in 
Friesland, The second were spread over the eastern 
provinces. Their doctrines being already admitted into 
some kingdoms of the north, they were protected by the 
most powerful princes of the empire. The third, and 
by far the most numerous and wealthy, abounded in the 
southern provinces, and particularly in Flanders. They 
were supported by the zealous efforts of French^ Swiss, 
and German ministers ; and their dogmas were nearly 

* Schiller. 
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the same with those of the established religion of Eng- 
land. The city of Antwerp was the central point of 
union for the three sects ; but the only principle they 
held in common was their hatred against popery, the 
in^p^ition, and Spain. 

We governant had now issued orders to the chief 
magistrates to proceed with moderation against the he- 
retics ; orders which were obeyed in their most ample 
latitude by those to whose sympathies they were so con- 
genial. Until then, the protestants were satisfied to 
meet by stealth at night; but under this negative pro- 
tection of the authorities they now boldly assembled in 
public. Field-preachings commenced in Flanders ; and 
the minister who first set this example was Herman 
Strieker, a converted monk, a native of Overyssel, a 
powerful speaker, and a bold enthusiast. He soon drew 
together an audience of 7000 persons, A furious ma- 
gistrate rushed among this crowd, and hoped to disperse 
them sword in hand; but he was soon struck down, 
mortally wounded, with a shower of stones.* Irritated 
and emboldened by this rash attempt, the protestants 
assembled in still greater numbers near Alost ; but on 
this occasion they appeared with poniards, guns, and 
halberds. They entrenched themselves under the pro- 
tection of waggons and all sorts of obstacles to a sudden 
attack; placed outposts and videttes; and thus took the 
field in the doubly dangerous aspect of fanaticism and 
war. Similar assemblies soon spread over the whole of 
Flanders, inflamed by the exhortations of Strieker and 
another preacher, called Peter Dathen, of Poperingue. 
It was csdculated that 15,000 men attended at some of 
these preachings; while a third apostle of Calvinism, 
Ambrose Ville, a Frenchman, successfully excited the 
inhabitants of Tournay, Valenciennes, and Antwerp, to 
form a common league for the promulgation of their 
faith. The sudden appearance of De Brederode at the 
latter place decided their plan, and gave the courage to 
fix on a day for its execution. An immense assemblage 

Vandervynct. 
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oimultaneotiGly quitted the three cities at a preconcerted 
time ; and when they united their forces at the appointed 
^fendezvDUs^ the preachings^ exhortations^ and psalm- 
l^ging commencedj under ^e auspkes of several Hu- 
guenot and German ministers^ and continued for several 
days in all the zealous extravagance which may be^Kell 
imagined to characterise such a scene. ^ 

The citizens of Antwerp were terrified for the safety 
“ of the placej and courier after courier was despatched to 
the govemant at Brussels to implore her presence. The 
duchess^ not daring to take such a step without the au- 
thority of the Icings sent count Meghem as her represent- 
ative, with proposals to the magistrates to call out the 
garrison. The populace soon understood the object of 
this messenger ; and assailing him with a violent out- 
cry, forced him to fly from the city. Then the Calvin- 
ists petitioned the magistrates for permission to openly 
exercise their rehgion, and for the grant of a temple in 
which to celebrate its rites. The magistrates in this 
conjuncture renewed their application to the governant, 
and entreated her to send the^ prince of Orange, as the 
only person capable of saving the city from destruction. 
The duchess was forced to adopt this bitter alternative ; 
and the prince, after repeated refusals to mix again in 
public affairs, yielded at length, less to the supphcations 
of the governant than to his own wishes to do another 
service to the cause of his country. At half a league 
from the city he was met by De Brederode, with an im« 
mense concourse of people of all sects and opinions, 
who hailed him as a protector from the tyranny of the 
king, and a saviour from the dangers of their own ex- 
cess. Nothing could exceed 4he wisdom, the firmness, 
and the benevolence, with which he managed all don- 
flicdng interests, and preserved tranquillity amidst a 
chaos of opposing prejudices and passions. 

^ ‘‘‘Pitom the flast establishment of the fleM-preachinga 
the govemant had implored the confederate lords to 
aid her for the re-establishment of order. De Bred^ 
rode seized this excuse for convoking a general meeting 
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cf the asBociateB^ which consequently, took place at lha ' 
town of St. Trond^ in the district of Liege, Full ^000 
of the mernberB appeared on the saminons. The laR^ 
guage held in this assembly was much stronger and lelr 
equivocal than that formerly used.* The delay in the 
ar||pil of the king's answer presaged ill as to his in- 
tentions; while the rapid growth of the public power 
seemed to mark the present as the time for successfully 
demaniMng all that the people required., Several of the^ 
catholic members^ still royalists at heartj were shocked 
to hear a total liberty of conscience spoken of as one of 
the privileges sought for. t The young count of Mans- 
fieldj among others, withdrew immediately from the 
confederation j and thus thp first stone seemed to be 
removed from this imperfectly constructed edifice. 

. The prince of Orange and count Egmont were ap- 
plied to, and appointed by- the govemant^ with full 
powers to treat with the confederates. Twelve of the 
latter, among whom were Louis of Nassau, De Brede- 
rode, and De Culembourg, met them by appointment at 
Duffle, a village not far from Mechlin. The result of 
the conference was a respectful but firm address to the 
governantj repelling her accusations of having entered 
into foreign treaties ; declaring their readiness to march 
against the French troops, should they set foot in the 
country ; and claiming, with the utmost force of reason- 
tug, the convocation of the states-general. This was 
replied to by an entreaty that they would still wait pa- 
tiently for twenty-four days, in hopes of an answer 
me king ; and she sent the marquess of Bergen 
in all speed to Madnd, to support Montigny in his 
effl»rt|i to obtain some prompt decision from Philip. | 
Tlie* king, who was then at Segovia, assembled hi| 
council, consisting of the dtike of Alva and eight odier 
grandees. The twp deputies firom thtf Netherlands^ 
f^ded at the deliberations, whic)ti were^eld fo| 
days ; but the king was never pres^. 
ifjMe flUte of aflfkirs being debated with what appears 

• VaodeiTTncL + SchlUer. X VamletvyVct 
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. m calm and dispassionate view^ considering the hostile 
pe^udices of this council^ it was decided to advise the 
long to adopt generally a more, moderate line of con* 
duct in the Netherlands^ and to abolish the inquisition ; 
at the same time prohibiting under the most awful 
threats all confederation^ assemblage^ or public preach- 
ings, under any pretext whatever. * 

The king's first care on receiving this advice was to 
order, in all the^principal towns of Spain and the Ne- 
therlands, prayer and procession to implore the divine 
approbation on the resolutions which he had formed. 
He appeared then in person at the council of state, and 
issued a decree, by which he refused his consent to the 
convocation of the states-general, and bound himself to 
take several German regiments into his pay. He or- 
dered the duchess of Parma, by a private letter, to im- 
mediately cause to be raised 3000 cavcilry and 10,000 
foot, and he remitted to her for this purpose 300,000 
florins in gold. He next wrote with his own hand to 
several of his partisans in the various towns, encouraging 
them in their fidelity to his purposes, and promising 
them his support. He rejected the adoption of the 
moderation recommended to him ; but he consented to 
the abolition of the inquisition in its most odious sense, 
re-establishing that modified species of ecclesiastical 
tyranny which had been introduced into the Netherlands 
by Charles V, The people of that devoted country were 
thus successful in obtaining one important concession 
from the king, and in meeting unexpected consideration 
from this Spanish council. Whether these measures 
had been calculated with a view to their failure, it is 
not now easy to determine : at all events they came too 
late.t When Philip's letters reached Brussels, the ico^ 
noclasts or image-breakers were abroad. | 

It requires no profound research to comprehend the 
impulse which leads a horde of fanatics to the most 
monstrous excesses. That the deeds of the iconoclasts 
arose from the sjwntaneous outburst of mere vulgar fury^ 

• Schiller, f Vandenrynct. t Schiller. 
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ftdmitB of no doubt. The aspersion which would tracx 
those deeds to the meeting of St. Trondj and fix the 
famy on the body of nobility there assembled^ is scarcely 
worthy of refutation. The very lowest of the people 
were the actors as well as the authors of the outrages, 
which were at once shocking to every friend of liberty, 
and injurious to that sacred cause. Artois and western 
Flanders were the scenes of the first exploits of the ico- 
noclasts. A band of peasants, interm^ed with beggars 
and various other vagabonds, to the amount of about 
300 urged by fanaticism and those baser passions 
which animate every lawless body of men, armed with 
\atchetSj clubs, and hammers, forced open the doors of 
some of the village churches in the neighbourhood of 
St. Omer, and tore down and destroyed not only the 
images and relics of saints, but those very ornaments 
which Christians of all sects hold sacred, and essential 
to the most simple rites of religion. 

The cities of Ypres, Lille, and other places of import- 
ance, were soon subject to similar visitations; and the 
whole of Flanders was in a few days ravaged by furious 
multitudes, whose frantic energy spread terror and de- 
struction on their route. Antwerp was protected for a 
while by the presence of the prince of Orange; but an 
order from the governant having obliged him to repair 
to Brussels, a few nights after his departure the cele- 
brated cathedral shared the fate of many a minor temple, 
and was utterly pillaged. The blind fury of the spoilers 
was not confined to the mere effigies which they con- 
sidered the types of idolatry, nor even to the pictures, 
the vases, the sixty-six altars, and their richly wrought 
. accessories ; but it was equally fatal to the splendid 
organ, which was considered the finest at that time in 
existence. The rapidity and the order with which this 
tmrchlight scene was acted, without a single accident 
among the numerous doers, has excited the wonda of 
Almost all its early historians. One of them does nnt 
hesitate to ascribe the miracle” to the absolute agency 

* Vandcrvynct, 
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of demons,* For three days and nights tliesc revolting 
scenes were acted^ and every church in the city shared 
the fate of the cathedral^ which next to St. Feter^s at 
Home was the most magnificent in Christendom. t 
Ohentj Tournay^ Valenciennes, Mechlin, and other 
cities, were next the theatres of similar excesses; and in 
an incredibly short space of time above 400 churchei 
were pillaged in Flanders and Brabant. Zealand, 
Utrecht, and oth^ of the northern provinces, suffered 
more or less; Friesland, Guelders, and Holla'hd alone 
escaped, and even the latter bi^t in partial instances. 
These terrible scenes extinguished every hope of 
reconciliation with the king. An inveterate and inter- 
minable hatred was now established between him and 
the people ; for the whole nation was identified with 
deeds, which were in reality only shared by the most 
base, and were loathsome to all who were enlightened. 
It was in vain that the patriot nobles mi^t hope or 
strive to exculpate themselves; they were sure to be 
held criminal dther in fact or by implication. No sliow 
of loyalty, no efforts to restore order, no personal sacrii 
fice, could save them from the hatred or screen them 
from the vengeance of Philip. 

The affright of the govemant during the short reign 
of anarchy and terror was without bbmids. She strove 
to make her escape from Brussels, and was restrained from 
50 doing only by the joint solicitations of Viglius and |iie 
various knights of the order of the Golden Fleece, con- 
sisting of the first among the nobles of all parties. But, 
in fact, a species of violence was used tq restrain from 
this most fatal step ; for Viglius gave orders that the 
gates of the city should be shut, and egress refused to 
any one belonging to the court. ;|; The sonter^t leas 
terrified duchess now named count Mansfield governor 
of the town, reinforced the garrison, ordered arms to 
be distribute to all her adherents, aiMl then called a 
council to deliberate on the measures to be adopted. A 
compromise with the confederates and the reformers waa 

* StndUL f SchiUer. t Ident 
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unanimously agreed to. The prince of Orange and 
counts Egmont and Horn were once more appointed to 
this arduous arbitration between the court and the peo- 
ple. Necessity now extorted almost every concession 
which had been so long denied to justice and prudence. 
The confederates were declared absolved from all4:e8pon- 
fiibility relative to their proceedings. The suppression 
of the inquisition^ the abolition of the edicts against 
heresy, and a permission for the preachings, were simul- 
taneously published. 

The confederates, on their side, undertook to remain 
faithful to the service of the king, to do their best for 
the establishment of order, and to punish the iconoclasts. 
A regular treaty to this effect was drawn up and exe- 
cuted by the respective plenipotentiaries, and formally 
approved by the governant, who affixed her sign-manual 
to the instrument. She only consented to this measure 
after a long struggle, and with tears in her eyes ; and it 
was with a trembling hand that she wrote an account 
of these transactions to the king. + 

Soon after this the several governors repaired to their 
respective provincesj and their efforts for the re-establish- 
ment of tranquillity was attended with various degrees 
of success. Several of the ringleaders in the late ex- 
cesses were executed; and this severity was not confined 
to the partisans of the catholic church. The prince of 
Orange and count Egmont, with others of the patriot lords, 
set the example of this just severity. John Casambrot 
lord of Beckerzeel, Egmont's secretary, and a leading 
member of the confederation, put himself at the head 
of some others of the associated gentlemen, fell upon a 
refractory band of iconoclasts near Grammont, in Flan- 
ders, and took thirty prisoners, of whom he ordered 
twenty-eight to be hanged on the spot. 

* Vandervtiict t Schiller. 
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CHAP. IX. 

1566 — 1573 . . 

TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF EEQUESENS. 

All the services just related in the common cause of 
the country and the king produced no effect on the vin- 
dictive spirit of the latter. Neither the lapse of time, 
the proofs of repentance, nor the fulfilment of their duty, 
could efface the hatred excited by a conscientious opposi- 
tion to even one design of despotism.’**' 

Philip was ill at Segovia when he received accounts of 
the excesses of the image-breakers, and of the conven- 
tion concluded with the heretics-t Despatches from the 
governant, with private advices from Viglius, Egmont, 
Mansfield, Meghem, De Berlaimont, and others, gave him 
ample information as to the real state of things, and they 
thus strove to palliate their having acceded to the conven- 
tion, The emperor even wrote to his royal nephew, im- 
ploring him to treat his wayward subjects with moder- 
ation, and offered his mediation between them. Philip, 
though severely suffering, gave great attention to the de- 
tails of this correspondence, which he minutely examined, 
and laid before his council of state, with notes and ob- 
servations taken by himself. But he took special care to 
send to them only such parts as he chose them to be well 
informed upon] his natural distrust not suffering him to 
have any confidential communication with men. J 

Again the Spanish council appears to have interfered 
between the people of the Netherlands and the enmity 
of the monarch ; and the offered mediation of the em- 
peror was recommended to his acceptance, to avoid the 
appearance of a forced concession to the popular wilL 
Philip was also strongly urged to repair to the scene of 
the disturbances ; and a main question of debate was, 
whether he should march at the head of an army or c6n- 
fide himself to the loyalty and good faith of his Belgian 
• Schiller. f Hopper, % Idem, 



1:566. FHILIp'b VINDlOTIVENESa AND DUPLICITY. 119 

subjects. But the indolence or the pride of Philip was 
too strong to admit of his taking so vigorous a measure; 
und all these consultations ended in two letters to the 
govemant. In the first he declared his firm intention to 
visit the Netherlands in person; refused to convoke the 
Btates-general j passed in silence the treaties concluded 
with the protestants and the confederates ; and finished 
by a declaration that he would throw himself wholly on 
the fidelity of the country. In his second letterj meant 
for the govemant alone, he authorised her to assemble 
the Btates-general if public oinnion became too powerful 
for resistance, but on no account to let it transpire that 
he had under any circumstances given his consent. 

During these deliberations in Spain, the protestants in 
the Netherlands amply availed themselves of the privi- 
leges they had gained. They erected numerous wooden 
churches with incredible activity,* Young and old, 
noble and plebeian, of these energetic men, assisted in 
the manual labours of these occupations; and the women 
freely applied the produce of their ornaments and jewels 
to forward the pious work-t But the furious outrages 
of the iconoclasts had done infinite mischief to both po- 
litical and religious freedom; many of the catholics, and 
particularly the priests, gradually withdrew themselves 
from the confederacy, which thus lost some of its most 
firm supporters. And on the other hand, the severity 
with which some of its members pursued the guilty 
offended and alarmed the body of the people, who could 
not distinguish the shades of difference between the love 
of liberty and the practice of licentiousness. 

The govemant and her satellites adroitly took advan- 
tage of this state of things to sow dissension among the 
patriots. Autograph letters from Philip to the principal 
lords were distributed among them with such artful and 
mysterious precautions, as to throw the rest into perplex- 
ity, and give each suspicions of the other's fidelity. Th^ 
report of the immediate arrival of Philip had also con-? 
ttderable effect over the less resolute or more selfish ; and 

• Vandervynct t Schiller. 
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the ^nf<$derati(Hi was lissolving rapidly under the oper« 
of intrigue, self-interest, and fear. £¥en die 
count of Egmont was not proof against^llle s^ 
duclions of the wily monarch, whose, severe ’yet Otter- 
ing letters half frightened and haltinO^^ * 

relapse of royaliani. But with thC ^pdnce of Gratae 
Philip had no chance of success. It is unquestionable, 
that be his means of acquiring information What they 
mighty he did succeed in procuring minute intelligence of 
all that was going on in the king's most secret council. 
He had from time to tijiiii|tftHnired copies of the gofer- 
nant's despatches ; but the document which threw the 
most important li^t upon the real intentions of Philip 
was a confidential epistle to the governant from D'Alava, 
the Spanish minister at Paris, in which he spoke in 
terms too clear to admit any doubt as to the terrible ex- 
ample which the king was resolved to make among the 
patriot lords.* Bergen and Montigny confirmed this by 
the accounts they sent home from Madrid of .the alter- 
ation in the manner with whict?ttiey were treated by 
Philip and his courtiers ; and the prince of Orange was 
more finnly decided in his opinions of the coming venge- 
ance ^ the tyrant. 

William summoned his brother Louis^ the counts Eg- 
mont, Horn, and Hoogstraeten^ to a secret conference at 
Termonde ; and he there submitted to them this letter of 
Alava's, with others which he had received from Spain, 
confirmatory of his worst fears. Louis of Nassau voted 
for open and instant rebellion; William recommended 
a cautious observance of the projects of government, not 
doubting but a fair pretext would be soon given to justify 
the most vigorous overt-acts of revolt : but Egmont at 
once struck a deathablow to the energetic project of one 
brother and the oaurious amendment of the other, by de- 
claring lls present resolution to devote himself whofiy^ to 
.the service of the king, and on no indueement whatever 
to risk the perils of rebellion. He expressed his perfect 
ffllsance on ^ justice ail the goodness of Philip, when 

• Schiller. 
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ence he should eee Uie determined loyalty of those w^uoin 
he had hitherto had so much reason to suspect; and h^ 
the^^thers to follow his example. The two 
brothi^ aflfd count Horn implored him in their turn to 
abandon this Wnill^eliance on the tyrant ; but in vain. 
His new and unm^ied-for profession bf faith completely 
paralysiil their plans. He possessed too largely the 
confldeiito of both the soldiery and the people^ to make 
it possible to attempt any serious measure of resistance 
in which he would not take a The meeting broke 

up without coming to any All those who bore 

a part in it were expected af Brussels to attend the 
coxmcil of state ; Egmont alone repairetl thither. The 
govemant questioned him on the object of the conference 
at Termonde: he only repBed by an indignant glance^ at 
th€ same time presenting a copy of Alava^s letter. 

The govemant now applied her whole efforts to 
destroy the union among the patriot lords. She in the 
mean time ordered levies of troops to the amount of 
some thousands^ the command of which was given to the 
nobles on whose attachment she could reckon. The most 
vigorous measures were adopted. Noircarmes go^jnmr 
of Hainault appeared before Valenciennes^ which being 
in the power of the CalvinistSj had assumed a most de- 
termined attitude of resistance. He vainly summoned 
the place to submission^ and to admit a royalist gar- 
rison; and on receiving an obstinate refusalj he com- 
menced the siege in form. An undisciplined rabble of 
between 3000 and 4000 gueuw, under the direction of 
John de Soreas^ gathered together in the neighbourhood 
of Lille and Toumaij wi^ a show t)f attacking these 
places. But the governor of the former town dispersed 
one party of them; and Noircarn^ surprised and 
almost destroyed the main body — the^r leader falling in 
the action.* These were the first encounters M the 
civil waTj which raged without cessation for upwards ol 
forty years in these devoted countries^ and which H 
universally allowed to be the mdib remaricable ^at ever 

• BcnfcivogUo, 
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desolated any isolated portion of Europe. The space 
^which we have already given to the causes which produced 
this memorable revolution^ now actually commenced^ will 
not allow us to do more than rapidly sketch the fierce 
events that succeeded each other with frightful rapidity. 

While Valenciennes prepared for a vigorous resiat- 
ance^ a general synod of the protestants was held at 
Antwerp^ and De Brederode undertook an attempt to see 
the governantj and lay before her the complaints of this 
bodyj but she refused to admit him into the capital. 
He then addressed to hef a remonstrance in writings in 
which he reproached her with her violation of the treaties, 
on the faith of which the confederates had dispersed, and 
the majority of the protestants laid down their arms. 
He implored her to revoke the new proclamations, by 
which she prohibited them from the free exercise of their 
religion ; and above all things he insisted on the aban- 
donment of the siege of Valenciennes, and the disbanding 
of the new levies. The govemant's reply was one of 
haughty reproach and defiance. The gauntlet was now 
thrown down; no possible hope of reconciliation re- 
mained ; and the whole country flew to arms. A sud- 
den attempt on the part of the royalists, under count 
Meghem, against Bois-le-duc, was repulsed by 800 men, 
commanded by an officer named Bomberg, in the imme- 
diate service of De Brederode, who had fortified himself 
in his garrison town of Vienen, 

The prince of Orange maintained at Antwerp an atti- 
tude of extreme firmness and caution. His time for 
action had not yet arrived ; but his advice and protec- 
tion were of infinite importance on many occasions. 
John de Mamix lord of Toulouse, brother of Philip de St. 
Aldegonde, took possession of Osterweel on the Scheldt, 
a quarter of a league from Antwerp, and fortified 
himaeK ^ ^ strong position. But he was impetuously 
attacked by the count de Lannoy with a considerable 
force, and perished, after a desperate defence, with full 
1000 of his foUowerqH^ Three hundred who laid down 
their arms were immediately after the action butchered 
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in cold blood.* Antwerp was on this occasion saved 
from the excesses of its divided and furious citizens^ an^ 
preserved from the horrors of pillage, by the calmness 
and intrepidity of the prince of Orange. Valenciennes 
at length capitulated to the royalists, disheartened by 
the defeat and death of De Mamix, and terrified by a 
bombardment of thirty-six hours. The governor, two 
preachers, and about forty of the citizens, were hanged 
by the victors, and the reformed religion prohibited. 
Noircarmes promptly followed up his success. Maes- 
trichtj Turnhout, and Boil-le-duc submitted at his 
approach ; and the insurgents were soon driven from all 
the provinces, Holland alone excepted. Brederode fled 
to Germany, where he died the following year.t 

The govern ant showed, in her success, no small proofs 
of decision. She and her counsellors, acting under orders 
from the king, were resolved on embarrassing to the 
utmost the patriot lords ; and a new oath of allegiance, 
to be proposed to every functionary of the state, was 
considered as a certain means for attaining this object 
without the violence of an unmerited dismissal. The 
terms of this oath were strongly opposed to every prin- 
ciple of patriotism and toleration. Count Mansfield 
was the first of the nobles who took it. The duke of 
Arschot, counts Meghem, Berlaimont, and Egmont, fol- 
lowed his example. The counts of Horn, Hoogstraeten, 
De Brederode, and others, refused on various pretexts. 
Every artifice and persuasion was tried to induce the 
prince of Orange to subscribe to this new test; hut his 
resolution had been for some time formed. He saw 
that every chance of constitutional resistance to tyranny 
was for the present at an end. The time for petitioning 
was gone by. The confederation was dissolved. A 
royalist army was in the field; the duke of Alva was 
notoriously approaching at the head of another, more 
numerous. It was worse than useless to conclude a 
hollow convention with the governant, of mock loyahy 
on his part and mock confidenil on hers. Many other 
• Vandervynct. t BentivogUa 
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important considerations convinced William that his only 
t^onourablej safe, and wise course was to e3dle himseLf 
from the Netherlands altogether^ until more propitious 
drcmnstances allowed of hie acting openly, boldly, and 
with effect. 

Before he put this plan of voluntary banishment into 
execution, he and Egmont had a parting interview^ at 
the village of Willebroek, between Antwerp and Brussels. 
Count Mansffeld, and Berd, secretary to the govemant, 
wmjikefent at this memorable meeting. The details 
of iP^Pl^l^sed were reported to the confederates by one 
of tli^ 'party, who contrived to conceal himself in the 
chimney of the chamber. * Nothing could exceed the 
energetic warmth with which the two illustrious friaids 
reciprocally endeavoured to turn each other from their 
respective line of conduct ; but in vain. Egmont's fatd 
confidence in the king was not to be shaken ; nor Was 
Nassau's penetrating mind to be deceived by the romantic 
delusion which led away his friend. They separated 
with most affectionate expressions ; and Nassau was even 
moved to tears. His parting words were to the follow- 
ing effect : — Confide, then, since it must be so, in the 
gratitude of the king; but a painful presentiment (God 
grant it may prove a false one !) tells me that you will 
serve the Spaniards as the bridge hy which they will 
enter the country, and which they will destroy as soon 
as they have passed over it ! ” t 

On the 11th of April, a few days after this conference, 
the prince of Orange set out for Germany, with his three 
brothers and his whole family, with the exception of his 
eldest son Philip William count de Beuren, wh^m he 
left behind a student in the university of Louvain. He 
believed that the privileges of the college and the fran- 
chises Brabant would prove a sufficient protection to 
the yo0m; and this appears the only instance in wfaldt 
William's vigilant prudence was deceived, J The de- 
parture of the prince seemed to remove all hope of pro- 
tection or support from tile unfortunate protestants, now 
• Schiller. f VandervyiicL J licbilSeT. • 
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left the prey of their implacable tyrant. The confedera^ 
tion of nobles was completely broken up. The counts 

Hoogstraeten^ Bergen^ and Culeiubourg^ followed the 
example of the prince of Orange^ and escaped to Ger^i 
many ; and the greater number of those who remained 
behind took the new oath of allegiance^ and became 
reconciled to the government.* 

This total dispersion of the confederacy brought all 
the towns of Holland into* obedience to the king. ^ But 
the emigration which immediatel 7 commenced thrnj^ril 
the country with ruin. England and Germany 
with Dutch and Belgian refugees ; and all the ejBnrts of 
the govemant could not restrain the thousands that took 
to flight. She was not more successful in her attempts 
to influence the measures of the king. She implored 
hhuj in repeated letters^ to abandon his design of sending 
a foreign army into the country, which she represented 
as being now quite reduced to submission and tran<- 
quillity. She added, that the mere report of this royal 
invasion (so to call it) had already deprived the Nether- 
lands of many thousands of its best inhabitants ; and 
that the appearance of the troops would change it into 
a desert. These arguments, meant to dissuade, were 
the very means of encouraging Philip in his design. 
He conceived his project to be now ripe for the com- 
plete suppression of freedom ; and Alva soon began his 
march. 

On the 5th of May, 1567, this celebrated captain, 
whose reputation was so quickly destined to sink into 
the notoriety of an executioner, began his memorable 
march ; and on the 22d of August he, with his two 
natural sons, and his veteran army consisting of about 
15,000 men, arrived at the walls of Brussels, t The 
discipline observed on this march was a terrible fore- 
warning to the people of the Netherlands of the intenoe 
of the general and the obedienee of the troops. They 
had little diance of resistance against such soldiers ^ 
commanded. 

. « fichiUw. 
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Several of the Belgian nobility went forward to meet 
Alva^ to ren^dr him the accustomed honoursj and endea-* 
your thus early to gain his good graces. Among them 
was the infatuated Egmont^ who made a present to AItr 
of two superb horses^ which the latter received with a 
disdainful air of condescension.’*^ Alva's first care was 
the distribution of his troops — several thousands of whom 
were placed fti Antwerp^ Ghent^ and other important 
townSj and the remainder reserved under his own imme- 
diate orders at Brussels. His approach was celebrated 
by universal terror j and his arrival was thoroughly hu- 
miliating to the duchess of Parma. He immediately 
produced his commission as commander-in-chief of the 
royal armies in the Netherlands; but he next showed 
her another^ which confided to him powers infinitely 
more extended than any Marguerite herself had enjoyed, 
And which proved to her that the almost sovereign power 
over the country was virtually vested in him. > 

Alva first turned his attention to the seizure of those pa- 
triot lords whose pertinacious infatuation left them within 
his reach. He summoned a meeting of all the members 
of the council of state and the knights of the order of 
the Golden Fleece, to deliberate on matters of great im- 
portance. Counts Egmont and Horn attended, among 
many others; and at the conclusion of the council they 
were both arrested (some historians assert by the hands 
of Alva and his eldest son +), as was also Van Straeten 
burgomaster of Antwerp, and Casambrot, Egmont's se- 
cretary. The young count of Mansfield appeared for a 
moment at this meeting; but, warned by his father of 
the fate intended him, as an original member of the 
confederation, he had time to fly. The count of Hoog- 
Btraeten was happily detained by illness, and thus escaped 
the fa^ of his friends. Egmont and Horn were trans- 
ferred% the citadel of Ghent, under an escort of 3000 
Spanish soldiers, Sevend other persons of the first 
families were arrested ; and those who had originally 
been taken in arms were executed without delay, f 
• Schiller. + Strada. Vandervynct t Schiller. 
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The next measures of the new governor were the 
re-eetablishment of the inquisitionj the promulgation of 
the decrees of the council of Trentj the revocation of 
the duchess of Parma’s edicts^ and the royal refusal to 
recognise the terms of her treaties with the protestants. 
He immediately established a special tribunal^ composed 
of twelve membersj with full powers to enquire into 
and pronounce judgment on every circumstance con- 
nected with the late troubles. He named himself pre- 
sident of this councilj and appointed a Spaniard^ named 
VargaSj as vice-president — a wretch of the most diabo- 
lical cruelty. Several others of the judges were also 
Spaniards^ in direct infraction of the fundamental laws 
of the country. This council, immortalised by its in- 
famy, was named by the new governor (for so Alva was 
in fact, though not yet in name) the Council of Troubles. 
By the people it was soon designated the Council of 
Blood. In its atrocious proceedings no respect was paid 
to titles, contracts, or privileges, however sacred. Its 
judgments were without appeal. Every subject of the 
state was amenable to its summons; clergy and laity, 
the first individuals of the country, as well as the most 
wretched outcasts of society. Its decrees were passed 
with disgusting rapidity and contempt of form. Con- 
tumacy was punished with exile and confiscation, Those 
who, strong in innocence, dared to brave a trial, were lost 
without resource. The accused were forced to its bar 
without previous warning Many a wealthy citizen was 
dragged to trial four leagues’ distance, tied to a horse’s 
tail. The number of victims was appalling. On one 
occasion, the town of Valenciennes alon^ saw fifty-five 
of its citizens fall by the hands of the executioner. 
Hanging, beheading, quartering, and burning, were tke 
every-day spectacles. The enormous confiscatioi^ only 
added to the thirst for gold and blood by which Alva 
and his satellites were parched. History ofifers no ex- 
ample of parallel horrors : for while party vengeance on 
other occasions has led to scenes of fury and terror, they 
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EOroBe^ in this instance^ from the vilest cupidity and the 
most cold-blooded cruelty.* 

After three months of such atrocity^ Alvaj fatigued 
rather than satiated with butcheryj resigned his hateful 
functions wholly into the hands of Vargas^ who was chiefly 
aided by the members Delrio and Dela Torre. Even at 
this remote period we cannot repress the indignation ex- 
died by the mention of those monsters^ and it is impos-. 
Bible not to feel satisfaction in fixing upon their names 
the brand of historic execration. One of these wretches^ 
called Hesseltsj used at length to sleep during the mock 
trials of the already doomed victims ; and as often as he 
was roused up by his colleague^ he used to cry out me- 
chanically^ To the gibbet I to the gibbet I ” so familiar 
was his tongue with the sounds of condemnation. t 

The despair of the people may be imagined from the 
fact, that until the end of the year 156? their only con- 
solation was the prospect of the king's arrival ! He 
never dreamt of coming. Even the delight of feasting 
in horrors like ^ese could not conquer his indolence. 
The good ducheee of Parma,— for so she was in com- 
parison with her successor, — was not long left to oppose 
the feeble barrier of her prayers between Alva and his 
victims. She demanded her dismissed from the nominal 
dignity, which was now but a title of disgrace. Philip 
grant^ it readily, accompanied by a hypocritical letter, 
a present of 30,000 crowns, and the promise of an an- 
nual pension of 20,000 more. She left Brussels in the 
month of April, 1568 raised to a high place in the 
esteem and gratitude of the people, less by any actual 
claims from her own conduct, than by its fortuitous 
contrast with the infamy of her successor. She retired 

0 Italy, and died at Naples in the mondi of February, 

1 

Ferdhiand Alvarez de Toledo duke of Alva was of 
a diatuiguidied family in 8^>ain, and even boasted of baa 
desc^ from one of the Moorish monarchs who M 
reigned in the insignificant kingdom of Toledo, Wtien 

* Schiller. f Idem. f ^ Thou, \ Vsndervyiiot 
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he assumed the chief command in the NetherlandSj he 
was sixty years of age ; having grown old and obdurate 
in pride, ferocity, and avarice. His deeds must stand 
instead of a more detailed portrait, which, to be tho- 
roughly striking, shoiild be traced with a pen dipped in 
blood. He was a fierce and clever soldier, brought up 
in the school of Charles V,, and trained to his profes- 
sion in the wars of that monarch in Germany, and sub- 
sequently in that of Philip II. against France, * In 
addition to the horrors acted by the council of blood, 
Alva committed many deeds of collateral but minor 
tyranny : among others, he issued a decree forbidding, 
under severe penalties, any inhabitant of the country to 
marry without his express permission. His furious 
edicts against emigration were attempted to be enforced 
in vain. Elizabeth of England opened all the ports of 
her kingdom to the Flemish refugees -j-, who carried 
with them those abundant stores of manufacturing 
knowledge which she wisely knew to be the elements of 
national wealth. 

Alva soon summoned the prince of Orange, his bro- 
thers, and all the confederate lords, to appear befbre the 
council and answer to the charge of high treason. The 
prince gave a prompt and contemptuous answer, deny- 
ing the authority of Alva and his council, and acknow- 
ledging for his judges only the emperor, whose vassal 
he was, or the king of Spain in person, as president 
of the order of the Golden Fleece. The other .lords 
made replies nearly similar. The trials of each were, 
therefore, proceeded on, by contumacy ; confiscation of 
property being an object almost as dear to the tyrant 
viceroy as the death of his victims. Judgments were 
promptly pronounced against those present or absent, 
alive or dead. Witness the case of the unfortunate 
marquis of Bergues, who had previously expired at 
Madrid, as was universally believed, by poison ; and 
his equally ill-fated colleague in the embassy, the baron 
Montigny, was for a while imprisoned at Segovia, where 
* Vandervynct t Van Meteren, 
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he was soon after secretly beheaded, on the base pre- 
text of former disaffection.* 

The departure of the duchess of Parma having left 
'Alva undisputed as well as unlimited authority, he pro- 
ceeded rapidly in his terrible career. The count of 
Beuren was seized at Louvain, and sent prisoner to 
Madrid ; and wherever it was possible to lay hands on 
a suspected patriot, the occasion was not neglected. It 
would be a revolting task to enter into a minute detail 
of all the horrors committed, and impossible to record 
the names of the victims who so quickly fell before 
Alva's insatiate cruelty. The people were driven to 
frenzy. Bands of wretches 6ed to the woods and 
marshes ; whence, half famished and perishing for 
want, they revenged themselves with pillage and murder. 
Pirates infestetl and ravaged tlie coast ; and thus, from 
both sea and land, the whole extent of the Netherlands 
was devoted to carnage and ruin, t The chronicles of 
Brabant and Holland j;, chiefly written in Flemish by 
contemporary authors, abound in thrilling details of the 
horrors of this general desolation, with long lists of 
those who perished. Suffice it to say, that on die re- 
corded boast of Alva himself, he caused 18,000 inhabit- 
ants of the Low Countries to perish by the hftpds of the 
executioner, during his less than six years' J()vereignty 
in the Netherlands. 

The most important of these tragical scOTes was now 
soon to be acted. The counts Egmont and Horn, 
^ving submitted to some previous interrogatories by 
Vargas and otliers, were removed from Ghent to Brus- 
sels, on the 3d of June, under a strong escort. The 
following day they passed through the mockery of a 
tJial l^Ore the council of blood ; and on the 5th, they 
wend both beheaded in the great square of Brussels, in 
4he piwtonce of Alva, who gloated on the spectacle from 
a balcony that commanded the execution. The same 
day Vanstraelen and Casambrot shared the fate of 
their illu^ous friends, in the castle of Vilvorde; with 
* Vindervynct f Iclem, $ Batavia illiutrated, ^ Grotius. 
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manj others^ whose names find a place in the local 
chronicles of the times. Egmont and Horn met their 
fate with the firmness expected from their weU^proved 
courage. 

These judicial murders excited in the Netherlands 
an agitation without bounds. It was no longer hatred 
or aversion that filled men's minds^ but fury and des- 
pair. The out-bursting of a general revolt was hourly 
watched for. The foreign powers, without excep- 
tion, expressed their disapproval of these executions, 
The emperor Maximilian II., and all the catholic 
princes, condemned them. The former sent his brother 
expressly to the king of Spain, to warn him, that with- 
out a cessation of his cruelties, he could not restrain a 
general declaration from the members of the empire, 
which would, in all likelihood, deprive him of every 
acre of land in the Netherlands. * The princes of the 
protMitant states held no terms in the expression of their 
disgust and resentment ; and every thing seemed now 
ripe, both at home and abroad, to favour the enterprise 
on which the prince of Orange was determined to risk 
his fortune and his life. But his principal reaourcea 
were to be found in hia genius and courage, and in the 
heroic demotion partaken by his whole family in the 
cause of their country. His brother, count John, ad- 
vanced hfin a considerable sum of money; the Flemings 
and Hollanders, in England and elsewhere, subscribed 
largely ; the prince himself, after raising loans in every 
possible way on his private means, sold his jewels, his 
plate, and even the furniture of Iiis houses, and threw 
the amount into the common fund. ^ 

Two remarkable events took place this year in l^ain, 
and added to the general odium entertained against 
PhUip's character throughout Europe. The first was 
die death of his son don Carlos, whose sad story is too 
well known In connection with the annals of his country 
to require a place here; the other was the death of 
the queen. Universal opinion assigned poisofi' as the 
• Vandervynct, 
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cause * ; and Charles IX. of France, her brother^ who 
loved her with great tenderness, seems to have joined in 
this belief. Astonishment and horror hlled all minds on 
the double denouement of this romantic tragedy; and the 
eoemies of the tyrant reaped all the advantages it was so 
well adapted to produce them. 

The prince of Orange, having raised a considerable 
force in Germany, now entered on the war with all the 
well-directed energy by which he was characterised. The 
queen of England, the French Huguenots, and the pro- 
testant princes of Germany, all lent him their aid in 
money or in men ; and he opened his first campaign 
with great advantage. He formed his army into four 
several corps, intending to enter the country on as many 
different points, and by a sudden irruption on that most 
vulnerable to rouse at once the hopes and the co-oper- 
ation of the people. His brothers Louis and Adolphus, 
at the head of one of these divisions, penetrated into 
Friesland, and there commenced the contest. The count 
of Aremberg, governor of this province, assisted by the 
Spanish troops under Gonsalvo de Bracamonte, quickly 
opposed the invaders. They met on the 24th of May 
near the abbey of Heiligerlee, which gave its name to 
the battle ; and after a short contest the royalists were 
defeated with great loss. The count of Aremberg and 
Adolphus of Nassau encountered in single (»mbat, and 
fell by each other^s hands, t The victory was iarly 
purchased by the loss of this gallant prince, the first of 
his iUustrious family, who have on so many occasions, 
down to these very days, freely shed their blood for the 
freedom and happiness of the country which may be so 
emphatically called their own. 

Alva. iHunejJiately hastened to the scene of this first 
action, and soon forced count Louis to another at a place 
called Jemminghem, near the town of Embden, on the 
21st of July. Their forces were nearly equal, about 
14,000 at ather side ; but all the advantage of disci- 
pline and skill was in favour of Alva ; and the conse-* 

* VandervyncL -f Strada, 
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quence was^ the total rout of the patriots with a con- 
siderable loss in killed and the whole of the cannon 
and baggage. The entire province of Friesland was 
thus again reduced to obedience^ and Alva hastened 
back to Brabant to make head against the prince of 
Orange. The latter had now under his command an 
army of 28^000 men, — an imposing force in point of 
numbers, being double that which his rival was able to 
muster. He soon made himself master of the towns of 
Tongres and St. Trond, and the whole province of Liege 
was in his power. He advanced boldly against Alva, 
and for several months did all that manoeuvring could 
do to force him to a battle. But the wily veteran knew 
his trade too well ; he felt sure that in time the prince’s 
force would disperse for want of pay and supplies ; and 
he managed his resources so ably, that with little risk 
and scarcely any loss he ilnally succeeded in his object. 
In the month of October the prince found himself forced 
to disband his large but undisciplined force ; and he 
retired into France to recruit his funds and consider on 
the best measures for some future enterprise. 

The insolent triumph of Alva knew no bounds. The 
rest of the year was consumed in new executions. The 
hotel of Culemhourg, the early cradle of De Brederode’s 
confederacy, was rased to the ground, and a pillar erected 
on the spot commemorative of the deed ; while AJva, 
resolved to erect a monument of his success as well as 
of his hate, had his own statue in brass, formed of the 
cannons taken at Jemminghem, set up in the citadel of 
Antwerp, with various symbols of power and an inscrip- 
tion of inflated pride. 

The following year was ushered in by a demand of 
unwonted and extravagant rapacity; the establishment 
of two taxes on property, personal and real, to the 
amount of the hundredth penny (or denier) on each 
kind ; and at every ^ansfer or sale, ten per cent, on 
personal, and five per cent, for real property. The 
states-general, of whom this demand was made, were 
unanimous in their opposition, as well as the ministers ; 
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but particularly De Berlaimont and Viglius. Alva was 
BO irritated that he even menacM the venerable president 
of the councilj but could not Bucceed in intimidating 
him. He obstinately persisted in his design for a con- 
eiderable period ; resisting arguments and prayers^ and 
even the more likely means tried for softening his cu- 
^lidity^ by fb|j|ishing him with sums from other sources 
equivalent to mose which the new taxes were calculated 
to produce.* To his repeated threats against Viglius 
the latter replied, that he was convinced the king 
would not condemn him unheard; but that at any rate 
his grey hairs saved him from any ignoble fear of 
death/^ t 

A deputation was sent Brom the states-general to 
Philip, explaining the impossibility of ggj BN f ^yeiin g in 
the attempted taxes, which were incompaw^^pH^ every 
principle of commercial liberty. :|; But Alva would .not 
abandon his design till he had . forced every province 
into resistance, and the king himself commanded him 
to desist. The events of this and the foUowing year 
(1570) may be shortly summed up ; none of any Bteifcf 
ing interest or eventual importance having occTyred! 
The sufferings of the country were increasing from day 
to day under the intolerable tyranny which bore it down. 
The patriots attempted nothing on land ; but their naval 
force jbpiian from this time to acquire that consistency 
and j^lwer which was so soon to render it the chief 
means of resistance and the great source of wealth. The 
privateers or corsairs, which began to swarm from every 
port in HoUand and Zealand, and which found refuge 
in all those of England, sullied many gallant exploits by 
instances of culpable excess ; so much so, that the prince 
of Orange forced to withdraw the command which 
he had delegated to the lord of Dolhain, and to replace 
him by Gislain de Fiennes ; for already several of the 
exiled nobles and ruined merchants of Antwerp and 
Am^rdam had joined these bold adventurers ; and 

* Vindervyoct f VigUl Comment, p.307. 

t lie Neny, Mfim. HiiL et FoL lur les rtyt Bat. 



1^72, naval force Ol TH^jyATRIOTS. IS5 

purchased or built, with the remnant of their fortunes, 
many vessels, in which they carried on a most productive 
warfare against Spanish commerce through the whole 
extent of the English channel, from the mouth of the 
Embs to the harbour of La Rochelle. * 

One of those frightful inundationB to which the north- 
ern provinces were so constantly expose^ occurred this 
year, carrying away the dykes, and desfroying lives and 
property to a considerable amount. In Friesland alone 
20,000 men were victims to this calamity. But no 
suffering could affect the inflexible sternness of the duke 
of Alva ; and to such esceaa did he carry his persecu- 
tion, that Philip Haaaticlf began to be discontented, and 
thought his representative was overstepping the bounds 
of delegated tyranny.* He even reproached him sharply 
in some of his despatches. The governor replied in the 
same strain ; and such was the eflect of this correspond- 
ence, that Philip resolved to remove him from his com- 
mand. But the king's marriage vrith Anne of Austria, 
daughter of the emperor Maximilian, obliged him to 
defer his intentions for a while ; and he at length named 
John de la Cerda duke of Medina-Celi for Alva's suc- 
cessor. Upwards of a year, however, elapsed before 
this new governor was finally appointed ; and he made 
his appearance on the coast of Flanders with a consider- 
able fleet, on the 11th of May, 1572. He wm^orded 
on this very day a specimen of the sort of peopwhe cama 
to contend with; for his fleet was suddenly attacked 
by that of the patriots, and many of his vessels burned 
and taken before his eyes, with their rich cargoes and 
considerable treasures intended for the service of the 
state, t 

The duke of Medina-Celi proceeded rapidly to Brus- 
' sels, where he was ceremoniously received by Alva, who 
however refused to resign the government, under the 
pretext that the term of his appointment had not ex- 
pired, and that ha was resolved first to completely anp- 
preas all symptoms of revolt in the northern provinces. 

• Vander?ynct t 
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He succeeded in effectually disgusting La Cerda^ who 
almost immediately demanded and obtained his own 
recal to ^aki. Alva^ left once more in undisputed pos- 
session of his power^ turned it with increased vigour 
into new channels of oppression. He was soon again 
employed in eSbrts to effect the levying of his favourite 
taxes ; and such was the resolution of the tradesmen of 
Brusselsj thatj 'sooner than aubmitj they almost uni- 
versally closed their shops altogether. Alva^ furious at 
this measure^ caused sixty of the citizens to be seized^ 
and ordered them to be hanged opposite their own doors. 
The gibbets were actually erected, when, on the very 
morning of the day fixed for the executions, he received 
despatches that wholly disconcarted him, and stopped 
their completion.* 

To avoid an open rupture with Spain, the queen of 
England had just at this time interdicted the Dutch and 
Flemish privateers from tal^ng shelter in her poriE« 
William de la March count of Lunoy had now the chief 
command of this adventurous force. He was distin- 
guished by an inveterate hatred against the Spaniards, 
and had made a wild and romantic vow never to cut his 
hair or beard till he had avenged the murders of Egmont 
and Horn. He was impetuous and terrible in aU. his 
actions, and bore the surname of the wild boar of the 
Ardennes.'" Driven out of the harbours of England, he 
resolved cm some desperate enterprise; and on the 1st of 
April he succeeded in surprising the little town of Brille, 
in the island of Voorn, situate between Zealand and 
Holland. This insignificant place acquired great cele- 
brity from this event, which may be considered the first 
successful step towards the establishment of liberty and 
the republic, f 

Alva was confounded by the news of diis expbit, hut 
with his usual activity he immediately turned his whole 
attention towards the point of greatest danger. His em- 
barrassment, however, became every day more consider- 
able. Lunoy's success was the signal of a general revolt. 

• Vuidervynct + Idem. 
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In a few days every town in Holland and Zealand declared 
for liberty^ with the exception of Amsterdam and MidU 
dleburgj where the Spanish garrisons were too strong for 
the people to attempt their expulsion. 

The prince of Orange, who had been on the watch 
for a favourable moment, now entered Brabant at the 
head of 20,000 men, com^sed of French, Oerman, and 
English, and made himself master of several important 
places ; while his indefatigable brother Louis, with a 
minor force, suddenly appeared in Hainault, and, joined 
by a large body of French Huguenots under De Genlis, 
he seized on Mons, the capital of the province, on the 
25th of May. 

Alva turned first towards the recovery of this import- 
ant place, and gave the command of the siege to his son 
Frederic of Toledo, who was assisted by the counsels of 
Noircarmes and Vitelli j but Louis of Nassau held out 
for upwards of three months, and only surrendered on an 
honourable capitulation in the month of September; his 
French allies having been first entirely defeated, and their 
brave leader De Genlis taken prisoner. The prince of 
Orange had in the mean time secured possession of Lou- 
vain, Ruremonde, Mechlin, and other towns, carried Ter- 
monde and Oudenardeby assault, and made demonstrations 
which seemed to court Alva once more to try the fortune 
of the campaign in a pitched battle. But such were not 
William’s real intentions'*^, nor did the cautious tactics of 
his able opponent allow him to provoke such a risk. He, 
however, ordered his son Frederic to march with all his 
force iiito Holland, and he soon undertook the siege of 
Haerlem. By the time that Mons fell again into the 
power of the Spaniards, sixty-five towns and their terri- 
tories, chiefly in the northern provinces, had thrown off 
the yoke. The single port of Fleasingue contained 1 50 
patriot vessels, well armed and equipped t ; and from limt 
epoch may be dated the rapid growth of the first naval 
power in Europe^ with the Bingle exception of 
Britain. 
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It i» here worthy of remark^ that all the horrors of 
which the people of Flanders were the victims^ and in 
their full proportion^ had Rot the effect of exciting them 
to revolt ; but they rose up with fury against the payment 
of the new taxes. They sacrificed every thing sooner 
than pay these unjust exactions — Omnia ddbant^ ne 
decimam darant * The next important event in these 
wars was the siege of Haerlem^ before which place the 
Spaniards were arrested in their progress for seven 
months^ and which th^ at length succeeded in taking 
with a loss of lOjOOO men. 

The details of this memorable siege are calculated to 
arouse every feeling of pity for the heroic defenders^ and 
of execration against the cruel assailants. A widow, 
named Kenau Hasselaer, gained a niche in history by 
her remarkable valour at the head of a battalion of 300 
of her townswomen, who bore a part in all the labours 
,and perils of the siege.t After the surrender, and in pur- 
suance of Alva's common system, his ferocious son caused 
the governor and the other chief officers to be beheaded; 
and \ipwards of 2000 of the worn-out garrison and 
burghers were either put to the sword, or tied two and 
two, and drowned in ^e lake which gives its name to 
the town, f Tergoes in South Beveland, Mechlin, Naer- 
den, and other towns, were about the same period the 
scenes of gallant actions, and of subsequent cruelties of 
the most revolting nature as soon as they fell into the 
power of the Spaniards. § Horrors like these were sure 
to force repris^ on the part of the maddened patriots. 
De la Marck carried on his daring exploits with a 
cruelty which excited the indignation of the prince of 
Orange, by whom he was removed from his command. 
The contest was for a while prosecuted, with a decrease 
of vigour proportioned to the serious losses on both sides ; 
money and munitions of war began to xkil ; and 
thou^ the Spaniards succeeded in taking the Hague, 
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they jverc repulsed before Alkmaer with great lossj and 
their fleet was almost entirely destroyed in a naval com- 
bat on the Zuyder Zee. The count Bossu^ their admiral^ 
was taken in this flghtj with about 300 of his best sailors. 

Holland was now from one end to the other the the- 
atre of the most shocking events. While the people 
performed deeds of the greatest heroism^ the perfidy and 
cruelty of the dpaniards had no bounds, The patriots 
saw more danger in submission than in resistance ; each 
town^ which was in successioiftabduedj endured the last 
extremities of suffering before it yieldedj and victory was 
frequently the consequence of despair,* This unlooked- 
for turn in affairs decided the -king to remove Alva^ 
whose barbarous and rapacious conduct was now objected 
to even by Philipj when it produced results disastrous to 
his cause. Don Luis Zanega y Requesens^ commander 
of the order of Malta^ was named to the government of 
the Netherlands. He arrived at Brussels on the 17th 
of Novemberj 1573 ; and on the 18th of the following 
month the monster whom he succeeded set out for Spain, 
loaded with the booty to which he had waded through 
oceans of blood, and with the curses of the country, 
which, however, owed its subsequent freedom to the 
impulse given by his intolerable cruelty. He repaired 
to Spain ; and after various fluctuations of favour and 
disgrace at the hands of his congenial master, he died 
inliiB bed, at Lisbon, in 1562, at the advanced age of 
seventy-four years. 


CHAP. X. 

1573— 157^. 

TO THE TACIFICATION OF GHENT. 

The character of Requesens was not more opposedio 
that of his predecessor, than were the instructions given 
tb him for his government. He was an honest, w<dl- 
* Orotius. Strada, Bentivoglio. v 
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meanings and moderate man * ; and the king of .Spain 
hoped^ that by his influence and a total change of mea- 
Burea^ he noigbt succeed in recalling the Netherlands to 
obedience. Butj happily for the country^ this change 
was adopted too late for success ; and the weakness of 
the new government completed the glorious results which 
the ferocity of the former had prepared. 

Requesens performed all that depended on him^ to 
gain the confidence of the people. He caused Alva's 
Btatue to be removed ; aMd hoped to efface the memory 
of the tyrant^ by dissolving the council of bloody and 
abandoning the obnoxious taxes which their inventor 
had suspended rather than abolished. A general am- 
nesty was also promulgated against the revolted pro- 
vinces : they received it with contempt and defiance. 
Nothing then was left to Requesens but to renew the 
war ; and this he found to be a matter of no easy ex- 
toition. The finances were in a state of the greatest 
confusion ; and the Spanish troops were in many places 
seditious^ in some openly mutinoUBj Alva having left 
large arrears of pay due to almost aU^ notwithstanding 
the immense amount of his pillage and extortion, t 
Middleburgj which had long sustained a siege against 
all the efforts of the patriots^ was now nearly reduced 
by famine^ notwithstanding the gallant efforts of its go- 
vernor Mondragon. Requesens turned his immediate 
attention to the relief of this important place ; and he 
joon assembled^ at Antwerp and Bergen-op-Zooro^ a 
fleet of sixty vessels for that purpM. But Louis 
Boiiot, admiral of Zealand^ promptly repaired to attack 
this force ; and after a severe action he totally defeated 
it, and kiUed De Glimea^ one of its admirals, under the 
eyes of Requeami himelf, who, accompanied by his 
suite, stood during the whole affair on the dyke of 
Schakeiioo. X This action took place the 29 di of Ja- 
miary*;^ 1574; and, on the 19 th of February following, 
Mid^burg surrendered, after s resistance of two 
The piinee of Orange granted such conditions as were 
• Da Thoa f VunleiTyDCt j Iden. 
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due to the hrarery of the goyemor ; and thus set an 
example of geoenwity and honour whidi gmtly changed 
the complexion of the war. * All Zedand was ngv 
free ; and the intrepid admiral Boisot gained anoth& 
victory on the 30th of May^ — deatroying aeveral of 
the Spaniah vessels^ and taking some others^ with their 
admiral Von Haemstede. Frequent naval enterprises 
were also undertaken against the frontiers of Flanders ; 
and while the naval forces thus harassed the enemy on 
every vulnerable pointy the un| 9 rtunate provinces of the 
interior were ravaged by the mutinous and revolted 
Spaniards, and by the native brigands, who pillaged 
both royalists and patriots vrith atrocious impartiality. 

To these manifold evils was now added one more 
terrible, in tlie appearance of the plague, which broke 
out at Ghent in the month of October, and devastated 
a great part of the Netherlwds; not, however, with 
that violence with which it rages in more soutiMptl 
climates, t 

Requesens, overwhelmed by difficulties, yet exerted 
himself to the utmost to put the best face on the affidrs 
of government. His chief care was to appease the mu- 
tinouB soldiery : he even caused his plate to be melted, 
and freely gave the produce towards the payment of 
their arrears. The patriots, well informed of this state 
of things, laboured to turn it to their best advantage. 
They o^ned the campaign in the province of GueldcTs, 
where Louis of Nassau, with his younger brother 
and the prinoutUtine, son of the elector Frederick IIK, 
appeared at (£e head of 1 1,000 men : die prince of 
Orange prepared to join him with an equal number ; 
but Requesens promptly despatched Sanches d' A vile to 
prevent this junction. The eommander quickly 

passed die Meuse near Nimeguen ; on the 14th of 
April he forced count Louis to a battle, on the great 
plain called Mookerheyde, close to the village of Ideblc. 
The royalists attacked with their usual vakiu?; 
alter two hours of hard fighdng, the confederates wmt 
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totally defeated. The three gallant princes were among 
the slain^ and their bodies were never afterwards dis- 
cov^^d. It has been stated^ on doubtful authority^ 
tlEat Louis of Nassauj after having lain some time 
among the heaps of dead^ dragged himself to the side 
of the river Meuse^ and while washing his wounds was 
inhumanly murdered by some straggling peasants to 
whom he was unknown.* The unfortunate fate of this 
enterprising prince was a severe blow to the patriot 
cause, and a cruel affliction to the prince of Orange, 
He had now already lost three brothers in the war ; and 
remained alone, to revenge their fate, and sustain the 
cause for which they had perished. 

D* A Vila soon found his victory to be as fruitless as it 
was brilliant. The ruffian troops by whom it was gained 
bec^e immediately self-disbanded ; threw off all au- 
thoiray,' hastened to possess themselves of Antwerp ; and 
threatened to proceed to the most horrible extremities 
if their pay was longer withheld. The citizens succeed- 
ed with difficulty in appeasing them, by the sacrifice of 
some mohey in part payment of their claims. Hequesens 
took advantage of Iheir temporary calmf and despatched 
them promptly to take part in the siege of Leyden, t 

This siege formed another of those numerous instances 
which became so memorable from the mixture of hero- 
ism and horror. Jean Vanderdoes, known in literature 
by the name of Dousa, and celebrated for hir Latin 
poems, commanded the place, ValdeZj who conducted 
the siege, urged Dousa to surrender; when the latter re- 
plied, in the name of the inhabitants, that when pro- 
visions failed them they would devour their left hands, 
reserving the right to defend their liberty." A party of 
the inhabitants, driven to disobedience and revolt by the 
excess of misery to which they were shortly reduced, 
attempted to force the burgomaster, Vanderwerf, to 
supply J^em with bread or yield up the place. But he 
sternly made the celebrated answer, which cannot be. 
remembered without shuddering — Bread 1 have nbne; 
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but if my death can afford relief, tear my body in 
pieces, and let those who are roost hungry devour it 

But in this exti^roity relief at last was afforded by 
the decisive measures of the prince of Orange, who 
M-dered all the neighbouring dykes to be opened and the 
sluices raised, thus sweeping away the besiegers on the 
waves of the ocean : the inhabitants of Leyden were 
apprised of this intention by means of letters entrusted 
to the safe carriage of pigeons trained for the purpose.* 
The inundation was no sooner effected, than hundreds 
of flat-bottomed boats brought abundance of supplies to 
the half famished town ; while a violent storm carried 
the sea across the country for twenty leagues around, 
and destroyed the Spanish camp, with above 1000 sol- 
diers, who were overtaken by the flood. This deliver- 
ance took place on the 3d of October, on which day 
it is stm annually celebrated by the descendants of the 
grateful citizens, t 

It was now for the first time that Spain would con- 
sent to listen to advice or mediation, which had for its 
object the termination of this frightful war. The em- 
peror Maximilian II. renewed at this epoch his efforts 
with Philip ; and under such favourable auspices con- 
ferences commenced at Breda, where the counts Swart- 
zenberg and Hohenloe, brothers-in-law of the prince of 
Orange, met, on the part of the emperor, the deputies 
from the king of Spain and the patriots ; and hopes of 
a complete pacification were generally entertained. But ^ 
three months of deliberation proved their fallacy. The 
patriots demanded toleration for the reformed religion. 
The king's deputies obstinately refused it. The con- 
gress was ther^ore broken up ; and both oppressors and 
oppressed resumed their arms with increased vigour and 
tenfold desperation. 

Requesens had long fixed his eyes on Zealand as the 
scene of an expedition by which he hoped to repair 
failure b^ore Leyden ; and he caused an attempt to be 
made on the town of Zuriczee, in the island of Scauwan^ 

• Strad*. t Vandervynct. 
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which merits record as one of the boldest and most 
o^nal enterprises of the war. 

little islands of Zealand are separated from each 
other narrow branches of the sea^ which are fordal]3b 
at low water ; and it was by such a passage^ two leajftHls 
in breadth^ a^^d tiU then untried^ that the SpanWh 
detachment of 1750 men^ under Ulloa and other 
ran captEiinSj advanced to their exploit in the midst of 
dangers greatl^increased by a night of total darkness. 
Each man carried round his neck two pounds of gun- 
powder, with a sufficient supply of biscuit for two days; 
and holding their swords and muskets high over their 
heads, they boldly waded ibrward, three abreast, in some 
places up to their shoulders in water. The alarm was 
soon given ; and a shower of balls was poured upon the 
gallant band, from upwards of forty boats which the 
Zealanders sent rapidly towards the spot. The only 
light afforded to either party was from the iashes of 
their guns ; and while the adventurers advanced with 
undaunted iirmnesa, their equally daring assaOants, 
jumping from tliSr boats into the water^ attacked them 
with oars and hooked handspikes, by which many of the 
Spaniards were destroyed. The real^-guard in this ex- 
tremity, cut off from their companions, was obliged to 
retreat ; but the rest, after a considerable loss, at length 
reached the land, and thus gained possesion of the 
island, on the night of the SB to of September, 1575.^ 
Requesena quickly afterwards repaired to the scene of 
this gallant exploit, and commenced the siege of Zuric- 
zee, which he did not live to see completed. After 
having passed the winter months in preparations for the 
suceess of this object which he had so much at h^t, 
he, was recalled to Brussels by accounts of new mutinies 
in^toe Spanish cavalry ; and the very evening before he 
reached the city he was attacked by a violent fever, 
which carried him off five days afterwards, on the 5 to 
of Mardi, 1576. f 

The si^detmeaa of Requesen's illness had not allowed 
* fttWMfa. f BentivogUo. , 
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tint fdr the nomiiMtioD of a successor^ to irhieh 
ho wn authorised hy lettm patent from the king. It 
io believed diat bU intention was to appoint count 
Manifleld to the command of the Mod pe Ber«" 

lllaaont to the administration of civil Wairs.* The 

C emmenty however^ now devolved entirely into the 
di of the council of statCj which wab at that pe^ 
atod composed of nine members. The principal of 
these was Philip de Croi duke of the other 

leading members were Viglius^ counts Mansfield and 
Berlaimont ; and the council was degraded by number- 
ing, among the rest, Debris and De Rods, two of the 
notorious Spaniards who had formed part of the council 
of blood. 

The king resolved to leave the authority in the hands 
of this incongruous mixture, until, the arrival of don 
John of Austria, his naturtd brother, whom he had 
already named to the office of governor-general. ; But in 
the interval the government assumed an aspect of unpre* 
cedented disorder; and wide-spread anarchy embraced 
^ whole couniry. The royal troopunpenly revolted, 
and fought against each other like deaffiy enemies. The 
nobles, divided in their views, arrogated to themselves 
in different placed the titles and powers of command. 
Public faith and private probity seemed alike destroyed. 
Pillage, violence, and ferocity, were the commonplace 
characteristics of the times. t 

Circumstances like the» may be well supposed to 
have revived the hopes of the prince of Orange, who 
quickly saw amidst this chaos the elements of order, 
strength, and liberty. Such had been his^ previous affiic- 
tion at the harrowing events which he witnessed, and 
despaired of being able to relieve, that he had proposed 
to the patriots of Holland and Zealand to destroy the 
dykes, submerge the whole country, and abandon toihe 
waves the soil which refused security to freedom. But 
providence destined him to be the saviour, instead af 
the destroyer, of his ^oimtry. The chief motive of this 
• Strada. -flBeirtlfogUa 
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exioc^vr dea^mtjoQ had been the apparent desertbn 
bf ^^een Elizabeth of the cauae which she had hitherto 
.■0 ^mainly aasiated. Offended at 4he capture of Bome 
by the Dutch, who asserted that they 
car^h^sdppUea^ibr the Spaniards, she withdrew fironr 
‘litem, her protecdon : hut by timely submission they 
^peased her wrath ; and it is thought by some hisWa 
rians, that ereu thus early the prince of Orange propose 
to place the provinces wholly under her protect 

tion. This, howKr, she for the time refused ; but idw 
strongly solicited Philip's mercy for these unfortunate 
countries, through the Spanish ambassador at her court. 

In the mean time the council of state at BrusselB 
seemed dispo^d to follow up as far as possible the plans 
of Requesens. The siege of Zuriczee was continued ; 
but sp^y dissenrions among the members of the go« 
vemment *rendered their authority contemptible, if not 
utterly extinct, in the ^eyes of the people. The exhaus* 
tion of the treasury deprived them of all power to put 
an end to the mutinous excesses of the Spanish troops, 
and the latter carried their licentiousness to the utmost 
benmds. Zuriczee, admitted to a surrender, and saved 
from pillage by the payment of a large sum, was lost 
to the royalists within three months, from the want of 
discipline in its garrison ; and the towns and burghs of 
Brabimt suffered as murii from the excesses of their 
* nominal protectors as could been inflicted by the 
enemy. The mutineers at^lKigth, to the number of 
some thousands, attacked and carried by force the town 
of Alost, at equal distances between Brussels, Ghent, 
and Antwerp; imprisoned the chief citizens; and levied 
contributions on all the country roimd. It was then that 
the council of state found itself forced to proclaim tlieiB 
rebels, traitors, and enemies to the king and the country, 
and called cm all loyal subjects to pursue and extermi- 
iiate them vriierever they were found in arms.* « 

This proscription of the Spanish mutineers was foi^ 
lowed by the convocation of the states^general; and tbt 

• BentiYogUi;^ 
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goreniTnent thus hoped to inedntain some show of uniott, 
said some chance of aiithorit 7 . But a new scene of iii« 
testine violence completed the picture of executive in- 
efficiency. On the 4<th of September^ the ^SiidllMdliff 
of Brahwt^ as lieutenant of the baron cl^Hessej governor, ‘ 
of Brussels^ entered the council- chamber by force, and - 
•aarested all the members present, on suspicion of trea- 
cherouslf maintaining intdligence with the Spaniards. 
Ckmnts Mansfield and Berlaimont wffi||[|[ppriaoned> with 
some others. Viglius escaped this w^nity by being 
absent from indisposition. This bold measure was 
hailed by the people, with unusual joy, as the signal for 
that total change in the government which they reckoned 
on as the prelude to complete freedom. 

The states-general were all at this time assembled, 
with the exception of those of Flanders, who joined the 
others with but little delay. The general reprobation 
CLgaiBst the Spaniards procured a second decree of pio- 
scriplion j and their desperate conduct justifi^ the* 
utmost violence, with which they might be pursued. 
They stiU held the citadels of Ghent and Antwerp, as 
well as Maestricht, which they had seized on. Sacked, 
ami pillaged with sU the fury which a barbarous enemy 
infiicts on a town carried by assault. On the Sd of 
November, the other body of mutineers, in possession of 
Alost, marched to the support of their fdlow brigands 
in the citadel of Antwm,; and both, simultaneously'* 
attacking this magnificewPi^, became masteirs of it in 
idl pmnts, in spite of a vigorous resistance on the part of 
the citizens. They then began a scene of rapine and 
destauction unequalled in the annals of these desperate 
wars. More than 500 private mansions and the splendid 
town-hOuse were ddiveied to the flames : 7000 citizyna 
perished by the sword or in the waters of the Scheldt, 
For three days the carnage and the pillage went on with 
unheard-of fury ; and the most opulent town in Eun^ 
was thus redu<^ to ruin and desolation by a few.thn^ 
§$3fkd Brantic ruffians. The , loss was valued at ahivre 
@,000,000 golden crowns. Vargas and ^mero were 
n @ 
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ib£ pri^cip4 letukt^ of this infernal exploit ; and pe 
Ko4a gained a^new title to. his immortality of ^ame^ byf 
atandang forth as its apologist. ^ 

The alates-general, asaeml^ed at Ghent^ were soleraMy 
f^iened on the 14th of ^ptember. Being apprebensiiia 

m sodden attack &ora the Spanish tro<^ in the citad^ 
they proposed a negotiation, and demanded a protecting 
force from the prince of Orange, -who immediately en- 
tered into a treaty, with their enyoy, and sent to their 
apsistance eight companies of infantry and sevente^ 
pieoes of cannon under the command of the English 
colonel Temple.* Tn the midst of this turmoil and a]g^ 
parent insecurity, the states-general proceeded in thax 
great work, and assumed the reins of government in 
^e name of the king. They allowed the council of 
state BtUl nominally to exist, but they restricted its 
powers fir within those it had hitherto exercised ; and 
the government, thus absolutely assuming the form of a 
rquibliCj issued manifestos in justification of its con- 
duct, and demanded succour from all the foreign powers. 
To complete the union between the various provinces, it 
was resolved to resume the negotiations commenced the 
preceding year at Breda ; and the 10th of October was 
fixed for new congress to be held in the town-house 
of Ghent. 

On the day appointed, the congress opened its sittingB; 
and rapidly arriving at the termination of its important 
object, the celebrated treaty known by the title of The 
J^acijication of Ghmt was published on the 8th of 
reoibeT, to the sound of bells and trumpets; while the 
ceremony was rendered still more imposing by the thun^ 
der of the artillery which battered the walls of the 
sieged citadel. It was even intended to have delivered 
a general assault against the place at the moment of the 
proclamation ; but the mutineers demanded a capitula- 
tion, and finsJly surrendered three days afterwards. It 
was the wife of the famous Mondragon who commanded 
the place in her husband’s absence ; and by her heroism 

• Vandetrynct 
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g&rs a new proof of the capability of the sex to surpaai 
die limitB which nature seeniB to have fixed for thdir 
conduct. 

The Pacification contained twenty-five articles : — 
amongst othersj it was agreed^ 

That a full amnesty should be passed for all oflPences 
whatsoever. 

That the estates of Brabant^ Flanders^ Hainotfit^ 
Artinsj and others^ on the one part ; the prince of 
Orange^ and the states of Holland and Zealand and dieir 
aesociateSj on the other; promised to maintain good 
fpthj peace^ and friendship^ firm and inviolable; to 
mutually assist each oth^^ at all times^ in council and 
action ; and to employ life and fortune^ above all tbingSj 
to expel &om the country the Spanish soldiers and 
other foreigners. 

That no one should be allowed to ii^itre or insult, by 
word or deed, the exercise of the cafimlic region, on 
pain of being treated as a disturber of Ihe public peace. 

That the edicts against heresy and the proclamatioiiB 
of die duke of Alva should be suspended. 

That all confiscatioDs, sentences, and judgments reu- 
dered since 1566 should be annulled. 

That the inscriptions, monuments, and trophies erected 
by the duke 6f Alva should be demolished. 

Such were the general conditions of die treaty ; the 
remaining articles chiefly concerned individual interests. 
The promulgation of this great charter of union, wluch 
Was considered as the fundamental law of the country, 
was haOed in all parts of the Netherlands with extravS'* 
gant demonstrations of joy. 
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CHAP. XL 
1576— 15|0. 

WTHE RSNUNCIATIOK OF THE SOTEREiaNTT OF SPAIN AND THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

On the very day of the sack of Antwerp^ don John of 
Austria arrived at Luxembourg. This ominous com- 
mencement of his vice-regal reign was not belied by 
the events which followed ; and the hero of LepantOj 
the victor of the Turks^ the idol of Christendom^ was 
destined to have his reputation and well- won laurels 
tarnished in the service of the insidious despotism to 
which he now became an instrument. Don John was a 
natural son of Charles V.j and to fine talents and a good 
disposition united the advantages of hereditary courage 
and a liberal education. He was born at Ratisbon^ on 
the 24th of Februaryj 1543.’*^ His reputed mother was 
a young lady of that place^ named Barbara Blomberg ; 
but one historian statesj that the real parent was of a 
conditioif too elevated to have her rank betrayed; and 
that^ to conceal the mystery^ Barbara Blomberg had 
voluntarily assumed the distinction or the dishonour^ 
according to the different construcdons put upon the 
case. The prince^ having passed through France^ dis- 
guisedj for greater secrecy or in a youthful frolic^ as a 
negro valet to prince Octavo Oonzaga;];^ entered on the 
lii^ts of his new government^ and immediately wrote 
to the council of state in the most condescending terms 
to announce his arrival. § ^ 

Nothing could present a less promising aspect to 
prince than the country at the head of which he Was 
now placed. He found all its provinces^ ^th the sole 
exception of Luxembourg^ in the anarchy attendant on a 
ten years* civil war^ and apparently resolved on a total 
breadi of their allegiance to Spain. He found hk 
bestj indeed his only^ course to be that of moderadon 
* Btnda. f Amelot de li Houiiajre. t Strado. \ BentWoglio. 
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and management ; and it ia moat probable tfaftt at the 
outset his intentions were really honourable and candid. 

The Btates-general were not less embarrassed than the 
prince. His sudden aii^val threw them into great per- 
jdexity, which was increased by the conciliatory tone of 
his letter. They had now removed from Ghent to Bnis- 
aels ; and first sending deputies to pay the honours of a 
ceremonious welcome to don John^ they wrote to the 
prince of Orange^ then in Holland, for his advice in this 
difficult conjuncture. The prince replied by a memorial 
of considerable length, dated Middlehurg, the 30th of 
November, in which he gave them the most wise and 
prudent advice ; the substance of which was to receive 
any propositions coming from the wily and perfidious 
Philip with the utmost suspicion, and to refuse all ne- 
gotiation with his deputy, if the immediate withdrawal 
of the foreign troops was not at once conceded and Ihe 
acceptance of the pacification guaranteed in its most 
ample extent* 

This advice was implicitly followed ; the states in the 
mean time taking the precaution of assembling a large 
body of troops at Wavre, between Brussels and Namur, 
the command of which was given to the count of La- 
lain. A still more important measure was the despatch 
of an envoy to England, to implore the assistance 
Elizabeth. She acted on this occadon with frankness 
and intrepidity; giving a distinguished reception to the 
envoy De Sweveghem, and advancing a loan of 1 00,000/. 
Sterling, on condition that the states made no treaty 
without her knowledge or participation.f 

To secure still more closely the federal union that 
now bound the different provinces, a new compact was 
concluded by the deputies on the ^th of January, 1577 j 
known by the title of Ths Union qf Brussels, and 
signed by the prelates^ ecclesiastics, lords, gentlemen, 
magistrates^ and others, representing the estates of the 
Netherlands. A copy of this act of union was traits- 
pnitted to don John, to enable him thoroughly to ander^ 

* Meteren, IS. f Irtem. 
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.whom he wm now tbeiit to negotiate* He main tmad 
w general tone of great moderatioii diroqghmit the oon- 
Arenne which immediatoly took place ; and after aoina 
noiidia of awitiaiiB parleying^ hi die latter part of whkh 
the candour of the prince fieemed doubtful^ and wlnc^ 
ithe naiite historianB do not hoBitate to Btigmatiee at 
floerely assumed^ a treaty was signed at Mardie-en- 
JPamenne^ a place between Namur and Luxembourg^ in 
which every point inaisted on by the etatee was^ to the 
surprise and delight of the nation^ iuUy consented to 
and guaranteed. This important doeument is eaBtd 
The Perpetual Edictj bears date the 12th of Febmpi^ 
l'577j und eontainB nineteen wiicles* They wcar^lA 
based on the aco^tanoe of the Pao^icaHon/ but mt 
expressly stipulated that the count of Beuren should M 
set at liberty^ as soon as the prince of Orange^ hi^ father^ 
had on his part ratified the treaty,'^ 

Don John made his solemn entry into Bmssds on the 
1st of Mayj and assumed the functions of his limlted^^ 
thority. The conditions of the treaty were pfO|fiptly4tol 
Rgulaiiy fulfilled. The eitadels occupied by th^Bpaoirii 
Boldicrs ware given up to the Flemish and Walloon woopa; 
and the deputure of these ferocious foreigners took plt^ 
at once. The large buhh required to facilitate this mi^ 
wire msde it necessary to submit for a while to 
presence of toe German mertovlines. But dmtyulm's 
conduct soon destroyed the Cesnporary ddusiodt whidi 
bwd deceived the country. Whether his prefects were 
hitherto only cwieealed, or tout they were now for toe 
first time excited by the didj^intment of toose hopes 
sf sutooritj held out to him by Philips and which his 
predecessors had shared, it is certain toat he very early 
tosplayad his ambitien, and very impradendy attempted 
to put it in force. He at once demanM firom iha 
ewmcil of state toe command of toe troops and too 
dtspoaal of toe revenues. The answer was s simple 
nfi|koa to toe PacificadoD of Ghent ; and the prines’s 
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jcji^iHler was an uppsMat ntbA^on, uid the iinrae* 
diate despatch of letters in cipher to kkig^ demand* 
«g ^ supply of droops sufficient to restore his mined 
axthoiity. These letters were intercepted by the king 
of NsvarrCj afterwards Henry IV. of Franecj who im- 
Uiediately transmitted diem to the prince of Orangej his 
old friend and fellow-soldien 

Public opinion^ to the suspicioiiB of which don Jdhi 
had been from the first obnoxious^ was now unanimous 
in attribudng to design all that was unconstitutional 
and unfair. His impetuous character could no longer 
submit to the restraint of dissimulationj and he resolred 
to take some bold and decided measure. A very fa- 
vourable opportunity was presented in the arrival of 
Che queen of Navarre^ Marguerite of Valois^ at Namuij 
On her way to 9pa. The prince^ numerously attended^ 
hastened to the former town under pretence of paying 
his respects to the queen. As soon as she left the place^ 
he repaired to the glacis of the town, as if for the mere 
enjoyment of a walk^ admired the ejctemal appearance 
of the citadel, and expressed a desire to be admitted 
mside. The young count of Berlaimont, in the ab- 
sence of his father, the governor of the place, and an 
accomplice in the plot with don John, freely admit- 
ted him. The prince immediately drew forth a pistol, 
and exclaimed^*^ that ''that was the first moment of 
his go^ftunent ,*'* took^poaaession of the place with hip 
immediate guard, and instantly formed them into a 
devoted garrison. 

The prince of Orange impiediately made public the 
interoepted letters ; and, af m solicitation of the states- 
general, repaired to Brussels; into which city he made a 
truly triumphant entry on the 23d of September, and iraa 
immediately imminat^ governor, protector or rtMoard 
of Brabant, — a dignity which bad fallen into diniMt* bm 
wis revived on this occasion/ and which was little infipw 
rior in power to that of the dictators of Rome.* <|Bli 
authority, now almost unlimited, extended oipr eviry 
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province of the Netherlands^ except Namur and Luxem* 
bourgj both of which acknowledged don John. 

The first care of the liberated nation was to demolish 
the various citadels rendered celebrated and odious by 
the excesses of the Spaniards. This was done with an 
enthusiastic industry in which every age and sex bore a 
partj and which promised well for liberty. Among the 
ruins of that of Antwerp the statue of the duke of Alva 
was discovered; dragged through the filthiest streets of 
the town ; and^ with all the indignity so well merited 
by the original^ it was finally broken into a thousand 
pieces. 

The country^ in conferring such extensive powers on 
the prince of Orange^ had certainly gone too far, not for 
his desert, but for its own tranquillity. It was impos- 
sible that such an elevation should not excite the discon- 
tent and awaken the energy of the haughty aristocracy of 
Flanders and Brabant ; and particularly of the house of 
Croi, the ancient rivals of that of Nassau. The then re- 
presentative of that family seemed the person most suited 
to counterbalance William's excessive power. The duke 
of Arschot was therefore named governor of Flanders ; 
and he immediately put himself at the head of a con- 
federacy of the catholic parly, which quickly decided, 
ofi^er the chief government of the country, still in tiib 
4iame of Philip, to the archduke Mathias, brother of the 
emperor Rodolf II., and cousin german to Philip of 
Spain, a youth but nineteen years of age. A Flemish 
gentleman named Maelsted was entrusted with the pro- 
posal. Mathias joyously consented ; and, quitting Vienna 
with the greatest secrecy, he arrived at Maestricht, with- 
out any previous announcement, and expected only by 
the party that had invited him, at the en4 of October, 
1577. 

ThQ^prince of Orange, instead of shoiring the least 
symptom of dissatisfaction at this underhand proceeding 
aim^ at his personal authority, announced his perfect 
apffin^al of the nomination, and was the foremost in 
recommending measures for the honour of the archdute 
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and the security of the country. He drew up the basia 
of a treaty for Mathias's acceptanccj on terms which 
guaranteed to the council of state and the states- general 
the virtual sovereignty, and left to the young prince 
little beyond the fine title which had dazzled his boyish 
vanity, The prince of Orange was appointed his lieu- 
tenant, in all the branches of the administration, civil, 
military, or financial ;*and the duke of Arschot, who had 
hoped to obtain an entire domination over the puppet 
he had brought upon the stage, saw himself totaUy 
foiled in his project, and left without a chance or a 
pretext for the least increase to his influence. 

But a still greater disappointment attended this am- 
bitious nobleman in the very stronghold of his power. 
The Flemings, driven by persecution to a state of fury al- 
most unnatural, had, in their antipathy to Spain, adopted 
a hatred against Catholicism, which had its source only 
in political frenzy, while the converts imagined it to 
arise from reason and conviction. Two men had taken 
advantage of this state of the public mind, and gained 
over it an unbounded ascendancy. They were Francis 
de KethuUe lord of Hyhove, and John Hembyse, who 
each seemed formed to realise the beau-id^ al of a factious 
Ik^agogue. They had acquired supreme power over 
^ people of Ghent, and had at their command a body 
af 20,000 resolute and well-armed supporters. The 
duke of Arschot vainly attempted to oppose his authority 
to that of these men ; and he on one occasion impru- 
dently exclaimed, that ^^he would have them hanged, 
even though they were protected by the prince of Orange 
himself." The same night Ej^ove summoned the leaders 
of his bands j and quickly assembling a considerable 
foite, they r^epaired to the duke's hotel, made him pri- 
soner, and, without allowing him time to dress, carried 
him away in triumph. At the same time the bidiopB of 
Bruges and Ypres, the high bailifis of Ghent and Cour- 
traij the governor of Oudenarde, and other impmt^ 
fiaagistrates, were arrested -r- accused of complicity^*^lmh 
^ duke, W of what particular offence the lawl^ de- 
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nuigogues did not deign to specify. The two tnbunei 
iminedUtely divided the whole honoofs and authority of 
administration; Ryhove os military, and Hembyse as 
eivil chief. 

The latter of these legislators completely changed the 
lormB of the government ; he revived the ancient privi* 
leges destroyed by Charles V., and took all preliminarj 
measures for forcing the various provinces to join with 
fhe city of Ghent in forming a federative republic. The 
states-^eneral and the prince of Orange were alarmed, 
lest these troubles might lead to a renewal of the anarchy 
f^om the edbcts of which the country had but just 6b^ 
tained breathing-time. Ryhove consented, at the remon* 
strance of the prince of Orange, to release the duke of 
Arschot ; but William was obliged to repair to Ghent in 
person, in the hope olcetablishing^ikder. Ke arrived on 
the 29th of December, and entered on a strict enquiry 
with his usual calmness and decision. He could not 
succeed in obtaining the liberty of the other prisoners, 
though he pleaded for them strongly. Having severely 
reprimanded the factious leaders, and pointed out the 
dangers of their illegal course, he returned to Brussdi, 
leaving ^ factious city in a temporary tranquillity 
which hli firmness and discretion could alone have 
obtained.* 

The archduke Mathias, having visited Antwerp, and 
acceded to all the conditions required of him, made hia 
public entry into Brussels on the 18th of January, 157B, 
and was installed in his dignity of govemor-genm^ 
amidst the usual fetes and rejoicings. Don John of 
Austria was at the same time declared an enemy to the 
country, with a public order to quit it without delay; 
and c prohibition was issued against any inhabitant 
acknowledging his forfeited authority. 

War was now once more openly dedared; smue 
its^tlesB negotiations having afforded a fair pretext for 
lioitilities. The rapid appearance of a numerous army 
under the ordars of don J<^n gore strength to the sos^ 

• TandeiTTnet. ’ ^ 
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picioos of his former disaimuladon. It was cturendj 
helSeved that large bodies of the Spanish troops had 
remseiised concealed in the forests of Luxembourg and 
Lorraine ; while several regiments^ whidi had remained 
in France in the service of die League^ immediately 
re-entered the Netherlands. Alexander Fantese prince 
ef Parma;, son of the former govemant^ came to aid 
of his uncle don John at the head of a large force of 
Italians; and these several reinforcements^ with the 
German auxiliaries still in the countryj ccunposed an 
dimy of S'OjOOO raen> The army of the states-genend 
was BdH larger j but far inferior in point of discipline. 
It was commanded by Antoine de Goigmes^ a gentle- 
man of Hainaull, and an old soldier of the school of 
Charles V, 

After a sharp affiur at the vi]S|^ of Biminants^ in 
which the royalistii had the worsts the two armies met 
St Gemblours, on the 3 1st of January^ 1576; and die 
prince of Parma gained a complete victory^ almost with 
his cavalry only^ taking De Goignies prisoner, with the 
whole of his artillery and baggage, f The account of 
his victory is almost muaculous. The royalists, if we 
are to credit their most minute but not impartial his- 
tpiian, had only 1200 men engaged; by wnW 6000 
were put to the sword, with the loss of but twelve men 
and litde more than an hour's labour, j: 

The news of this batde threw the states into the 
utmost constemadon. Brussels being considered itise- 
miie, the archduke Mathias and his council retired to 
4^twerp ; but the victors did not feel their forces suf- 
ficient to jusdfy an attack upon the capital. They, 
however, took Louvain, Tirlemont, and several other 
tpwnsj but these conquests were of litde import in com- 
parison with the loss of Amsterdam, which declared 
openly and unanimously for the patriot cause. The 
states-general recovered their courage, and prepared for 
a^hew contest. They sent deputies to the diet 

ask succour from the princes of the empiise. 

• Vandervynct f Bentlvoglio. t Strida, 
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count palatine John Ca&imir repaired to their aaaifltftl&ee 
with a considerable force of Germans and English^ aU 
equipped and paid by. queen Elizabeth.* The duke of 
Alen 9 onj brother ot Henry 111. of France^ hovered on 
the frontiers of Hainault with a respectable n^ny j and 
the cause of liberty seemed not quite despera^. 

But all the various chiefs had separate interests and 
opposite views j while the fanatic violence of the people 
of Ghent sapped the foundatipns of the pacification to 
which the town had given im name. The Walloon pro- 
vincesj deep-rooted in their attachment to religious bi- 
gotry, which they loved stilllietter than political freedom, 
gradually withdrew frpm the common cause; and without 
yet opeidy becoming reconciled with Spain, they adopted 
a neutrality which was tantamount to it. Bon John was, 
however, deprived of all chance of reaping any advan^ 
tage from these unfortunate dissensions. He was sud- 
denly taken ill in his camp at Bougy 4 and died, after a 
fortnight's Buffering, on the Ist of October, 1576, in the 
d3d year of his age. t 

TUs unlooked-for close to a career which had been 
so brilliant, and to a life from which so much was yet' 
to be expected, makes us pause to consider for a mo- 
ment the different opinions of his times and of history 
on the fate of a personage so remarkable. The contem- 
porary Flemish memoirs say that he died of the plague ; 
those of Spain call -his disorder the purple fever. The 
examination of his corpse caused an almost general 
belief that he was poisoned. He lost his life,'' says 
one author, with great suspicion of poison." f Ani 
other speaks of the suspicious state of his intestines, but 
without any direct opinion. § An English historian 
states the fact of his being poisoned, without any re- 
serve. II Flemish writers do not hesitate to attribute hu 
murder to the jeidousy of Philip IL, who, they assert, 
had discovered a secret treaty of marriage about to be 
concluded between don John and Elizabeth of England, 

■ • VADderryncrt f Idem. • 

X Acdbo m vida, eon gran iotpecho de wneno^ — Herrera. 
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seoaring them the joint sovereignty of the NetherJands* ♦ 
An Italian historian of credit asserts that this ambitious 
d^gn was attributed to the prince ; and admits that 
his death was not considered as having arisen from 
n^ral It was also believed that Escovedo^ 

his confidential secretaryj being immediately called back 
to Spainj was secretly assassinated by Antonio Perez", 
Philip's c^brated minister, and by the special Orders of 
the king. Time has, however, covered the afi&ir With 
impenetrable mystery*; * and? the death of don John was 
of little importance to the affairs of the country he 
governed so briefly and so inglorfously, if it be not that 
it added another motive to the natural hatred for his 
assumed murderer, 

The prince of Parma, who now succeeded, by virtue 
of don John's testament, to the post- of governor-ge- 
neral in the name of the king, remained intrenched in 
his camp. He expected much from the disunion of his 
various opponents ; and what he foresaw, very quickly 
happened, The duke of Alenfon disbanded his troops 
and retLcd to France; and the prince palatine, follow- 
ing his example, withdrew to Grermany, having first 
made an unsuccessful attempt to enga^ the queen of 
England as a principal in the confederacy. In this per- 
plexity, the prince of Orange saw that the real hope for 
safety was in uniting stiU more closely the northern 
provinces of the union ; im&e discovered the fallacy of 
* reckoning -on the corral and persevering fidelity of the 
Walloons. He therefore convoked a new assembly at 
JJtrecht; and the deputies of Holland, Guelders, Zea- 
land, Utrecht, and Groningen, signed, on the 29 th of Ja- 
nuary, 15793 the famous act called the Union of Utrecht^ 
the real basis or fundamental pact of the republic of the 
United Provinces. It makes no formal renunciation of 
allegiance to Spain, but this is virtually done by the 
omission of the king's name. The twenty-six articles 
of this act consolidate the indissoluble connection of the 

• See Vanderrynct 

f £ guindi nacque roplnione dispem allorai ch*egU maocawe tU 
morte aiutata piil tosto die naturale.''-.<JSen/t'if0is^/rp, 
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luted Proviiloet^e^ekLBrMeiTingits^ 
and fbUowing ite ciiiil%^ pleasture on the sul^eiH ^ 
n^btL, The towne^^ Ghmt, Bruges^ and 

Tpreii after amSied to and joined the union. 

* The prince of Panoa pxiw aeifimed the offegiave^ and 
marched againat Maeetiicht with hie whole fthf. He 
took the place in the month of iJunOj 1579^ after a gid* 
||ttt>ir|l|l>inicej and deliyered it to sack ahd mmsacre foK 
s|(Mre days. About the same lime Hfehlin add 
Jlob^Ahic returned to thfr obedience to the king, 

I » having renewed his attempts agaii^ the public 
riit Ohentj the prince of Orange repaired'^ that 
piM^th tspe^ j and having re-established order^ and 
the inveterate demagogue into secret flighty 
_ndm was once more restored to tanquillity. 

An i^Etempt waa made this year .at a reconciliation 
between, the king and the states. The emperor Ro- 
dolf 11. and pope Gr^ory XIIL offered thi^ medi« 
ation I and on the 5th of April a congress assembled at 
Cdogne^ where a number of the most celebrated diplo« 
madsts in Europe were collected.* But it was early 
seen that no settlement would result from the apparently 
reciprocal wish for peace. One pointy — that of religion^ 
the mainj and indeed the only one in debate^ — was now 
maintain^ by Philip’s amba^dor in the same unchris* 
tian spirit^ m if torrents of blood and milliofti of trea- 
anre h^ never been sacrificed in the cause. Philip was 
inflexibLe in his resolution never to concede the exercise 
of the reformed worship ; and after nearly a year of 
fruitless consultation^ and the expenditure of imme^SM 
sums of moneyj the congress separated nn the 17th of 
Noranberj without having efiected an)^ thing. There 
were several other articles intended for iftcussion^ had 
the main one been adjusted, on which was fully 

IS determined to make no concession ; but his obstinacy 
was not put to these new tests. 

The time had now arrived for the execution of the 
great and decisive step for independence, the means of 

• Vandorvynct, 
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which had been sp IdD^l^khe ql^ect of ^xertsoii 
and Dslculation on the pait of prince of Oia^ew 
He now resolyei^^to assemble tl^S^ates of the United 
ProTincefj eolem^y algure the donuniott of Spain^ and 
depose kid|f Philip from the sovb-eignty he had so justly 
forfeif^ed. Much haabeen written both for and against, 
this measure^ which inyol^ed every argument oCMtural 
rights and^unfcipal privilege. The natural of 

man may to compris^nly those which bv^flrii^oys 
in a state of nature ; hut he carries several of tSioj^ 
with him into society^ which is based upon the ^ory 
principle of their preservation. The great precedent 
which b 6 many subsequent revolutions have achuni^ 
ledged and confirmed^ is that which we now recoK 
The states-general assembled at Antweip early^in me 
year 15S0 ; andj in spite of all the opposition of the 
catholic deputies^ the authority of Spain was revoked 
for ever^ and the United Provinces declared a free and 
independent state. At the same time was debated the 
important question as to whether the protection of the 
new state should he offered to England or to France. 
Opinions were divided on this point ; but that of the 
priiure of Orange being in favour of the latter country^ 
ixom many motives of sound policy^ it was decided to 
ofifer the*^vereignty to the duke of Alen9on. The 
arriiduke Mathias^ who was present at the deliberations^ 
was treated with little ceremony ; but he obtained the 
promise of a pension^ when the finances were in a situ- 
atioh to afford it. The definite proposal to be made to the 
duke of Alen^qiKwas not agreed upon for some months 
afterwards ; anj[ it was in the month of August follow- 
ing that St .^l^ojide and other deputies waited on the 
duke at the cffiteAu of Piessis-le- Tours, when he accepted 
the offered sovereignty on the proposed conditionSj whidi 
set narrow bounds to his authority, and gave ample 
security to the United Provinces.* The articles were 
fbnnally signed on the 29^ day of September ; and ihe 
duke not only promised quickly to lead a numerous annylo 
♦ ^^an^ie^▼y1ict 
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llie Netherluidfij'^iiMo obtained a ktter from fais 

lll.j dated December 26th^ by wfaiidi the king 
pledged himself to glre further Edd, as soon as he might 
succeed in quieting his own disturbed and junfortunate 
country. The states-generalj assembled at Dllft^ ratified 
the treaty on the 30th of December ; and the year whidi 
^'waa about to open seemed to promise consolidation 
freedom and internal peace. 


CHAP. XIL 
1580—1584. 

m 

TO THE MURDER OF THE PRlKCE OF ORANGE. 

?• 

Philip might be well excused the utmost yiolence of 
resentment on this occasion^ had it been bounded by 
fair and honourable efforts for the maintenance of his 
authority. But every general principle seemed lost in 
the base inveteracy of private hatred. The ruin of the 
prince of Orange was Us main object^ and his industry 
and ingenuity were taxed to the utmost to procure his 
murder.^ Existing documents prove that he first wished 
to accomplish this in such a way as that the reiqionBi- 
bility and odium of the act might rest on the prince of 
Forma ; but the mind of the prince was at that period 
too magnanimous to allow of a participation in the crime. 
The correspondence on the subject is preserved in the 
archives^ and the date of Philip’s first letter (3 0th of 
November, 1579^) proves that even. Wore the final 
disavowal of his authority by the U^jWd Provinces, 
he had harboured his diabolical design. The prinee 
remonstrated, but with no effect. It even appears that 
Philip's anxiety would not admit of the delay necesscuy 
for the prince's reply. The infamous edict of proscrip^ 
thm against Wilham bears date the 15th of March; and 
* D*£wez, HiiL Gen. d«i Paji Bait t vi. p. 138. 
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feie most pressing, letters comni|(#^(f l^neejjp^ 
Faima to make it puUic. It was not^ itoweyer^ tSfnK 
l^Ch of June that he sent forth fh^is^ ban. 

This edi^j under Philip's own lignaturej is a tissue 
of invectiv^' and yimlence. The ipustrions object of its 
abuse is accused of having engaged the heretics to pro- 
ipne the diurehes and break the images; of having 
persecuted and massacred the catholic priests; of hy- 
pocrisy, tyranny, and peij^pry ; and, as the height of 
atrocity, of having introduced liberty of conscience into 
his country J For these causes, and many others, the 
king declares him proscribed and banished as a public 
pest and it is permitted to all persons to assail him 

in his fortune, person, and life, as an enemy to human 
nature." Philip also, for the recomj^nse of virtue 
and the punishment of crime," promises to whoever 
will deliver up William of Nassau, dead pr alive, in 
lands or money, at his choice, the sum of 2*5,000 golden 
crowns ; to grant a free pardon to such person for aU 
former offences of what l^d soever, and to invest him 
with letters patent of nobility." 

In reply to this brutal document of human depravity, 
William published all over Europe his famous ^^Apology;"' 
of which ii is enough to say, that language could not 
produce a more splendid refutation of every charge, or 
a t^rible recrimination against the guilty tyrant 
It was attributed to the pen of Peter de Viiliers, a 
protestant minister. It is universally pronounced one 
of the noblest monuments of history. * William, from 
the hour of hii^ proscription, became at once the equal 
in worldly station, as he had ever been the superior in 
moral worth, of . his royal calumniator. He took his 
place as a pr»^ of an imperial family, not less ancient 
or ihustrioUB thui that of the house of Austria ; and he 
Stood forward at the supreme tribunal of public feeling 
and opinion as the accuser of a king who disgraced kb 
lineage and his throne, 

; By a separate article in the treaty with the 

* Voltaire, 
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tl|^ duke of AIedipoilfe|ecured to William the sovereign tf 
ef^^^Uand and Zealand^ as well as the lordship of 
Frieslandj with his titled stadtholder, retaining to the 
duke his claim on the prince’s faith and homage. * The 
exact nature of William's authority was finally ratified 
on the 24th of July^ 15B1 ; on which day he took the 
prescribed oath and entered on the exercise of his w^J-i 
earned rights. 

Philip now formed the design of sending back the , 
duchess of Parma to resume her former situation as 
governantj and exercise the authority conjointly with 
her son. But the latter positively declined this proposed 
of divided power ; and he^ consequently^ was left alone 
to its entire exercise. Military aJSairs made but slow 
progress this jear. The most remarkable event was 
the capture of La Noue^ a native of Bretagne^ one of 
the bravest^ and certainly the cleverest^ 
service of the Statesj into which he hsMi passed after 
having given important aid to the Huguenots of France. 
He was considered so important a prize^ that Philip 
refused all proposals for his exchange^ and detained him 
in the castle of Limbourg for five years. 

The siege of Cambray was now undertaken by the 
prince of Parma In person ; while the duke of Alen^on^ 
at the head of a large army and the flower of the Bgwh 
nobility^ advanced to its relief, and soon forced flHwal 
to raise the siege. The new sovereign of the N^er- 
lands entered the town, and was received with tumult- 
uous joy by the half-starved citizens and garrison. The 
prince of Parma sought an equivalent for this check in 
the attack of Toumay, which he immediately afterwards 
invested. The town was but feebly garri^ned ; but the 
protestant inhabitants prepared for a d^erate defence, 
unda* the exciting example of the princess of Epinoi, 
wife of the governor, who was himself absent. This re- 
markable woman furnishes another proof of the femak& 
heroism which abounded in these wars. Though wounded 
in the arm, she fought in the breach sword in hand, 

* Heteren. 
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braying peril and death. And idpn hi lengdi it^la 
impossible to ho)d out longer^ she ol^ned an honoii&lile 
capitulation^ and marched out^ on the 29th of November, 
on horseba^j at the head of the garrison, with an air 
of triumph rather than of defeat. 

The duke of Alen9on, now created duke of Anjou, 
^ which title we shall hereafter distinguish him, had 
repaired to Engl&d in Hopes of completing his project 
of marriage with Elizabefc After three months of 
almost confident expectation, the virgin queen, at this 
time fifty years of age, with a caprice not quite justi- 
fiable, broke all her former engagements ; and, happily 
for herself and her country, declined the marriage. 
Anjou burst out into all the violence of his turbulent 
temper, and set sail for the Netherlandg. * Elizabeth 
made all the reparation in her power, by the honours 
paid hi^ on his dismissal. She accompanied him as 
far as Canterbury, and sent him away under the convoy 
of the earl of Leicester, her chief favourite; and with 
a brilliant suite and a fleet of fifteen sail. Anjou was 
received at Antwerp with equal distinction ; and was 
inaugurated there on the 19 th of February as duke of 
'Brabant, Lothier, Limbourg, and Guelders, with many 
other titles, of which he soon proved himself unworthy. 
Wh^^the prince of Orange, at the ceremony, plac^ 
tln||H|ql ,mantle on his shoulders, Anjou said to him, 

Wsteii it so well, prince, that they cannot take it off 
again I 

During the rejoicings which followed this inauspiciouB 
ceremony, Philip's proscription against the prince of 
Orange put forth its first fruits. The latter gave a 
grand dinner in the chateau of Antwerp, which he oc- 
cupied, on thi^ IBth of March, the birthday of the duke 
of Anjou ; and, as he was quitting the dining-room on 
his way to his private chamber, a young man stepped 
forward and offered a pretended petition, William being 
at. all times of easy access for such an object. While 
he read the paper, tlie treacherous suppliant discharged 
* Camden, p. 486L 
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sT^tol St hifl head^the ball struck him under the left 
passed out at the right cheek. As he tottered 
and fellj file assassin drew a poniard to add suicide to 
the crime, but he was instantly put to death by the 
attendant guards. The young count Maurice, WilHam's 
second son, examined the murderer's body; and the 
papers found on him, and subsequent enquiries, toM 
fully who and what he was. His^name was John 
Jaureguay, his age twenty-three years ; he was a native 
of Biscay, and clerk to a Spani^ merchant of Ant- 
werp called Gaspar Anastro. This man had instigated 
him to the crime ; having received a promise signed by 
king Philip, engaging to give him S 8,000 ducats aii^ 
other advantages, if he would undertake to assassinate 
the prince of Orange.^ The inducements held out by 
Anastro to his simple dupe were backed strongly by the 
persuasions of Antony Timmerman, a domiracp monk; 
and by Veniro, Anastro's cashier, who had from fear 
declined becoming himself the murderer. Jaureguay 
had duly heard mass and received the sacrament before 
executing his attempt ; and in his pockets were found 
a catechism of the Jesuits, with tablets filled with prayers 
in the Spanish language ; one in particular being ad- 
dressed to the angel Gabriel, imploring his intercession 
with God and the Virgin to aid him in the consumma- 
tion of bis object. Other accompanying ab^ttpties 
seem to pronounce this miserable wretch to be usmuch 
an instrument in the hands of others as the weapon of 
his crime was in his own. Timmerman and Venero 
made a full avowal of their criminality, and suffered 
death in the usual barbarous manner of the times. The 
Jesuits, some years afterwards, solemn^ g^ered the 
remains of these three pretended martyr^ apd exposed 
them as holy r^cs for public veneration, t Anastro 
effected his escape. 

The alarm and indignation of the people of Antwerp 
knew no bounds. Their suspicions at first fell on the 
dnke of Ai\jou and the Frenth party; but the truth 

* Heteren, De Thou, ftc. f D'Ewez. 
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waa soou discoyered ; and the raplt^ recovery of 
prince of Orange from his deB|)Slate v^ound^t^ery 
thing once more to rights. But a premature rej^rt of 
iiis death flew rapidly abroad; and he had anticipated 
proofs of his importance in the eyes of all Europe^ in 
the frantic delight of the base^ and the deep affliction of 
the good. Within three months William was able to 
accompany the^ duke of Anjou in his visits to Ghent^ 
BrugeSj and the other chief towns of Flanders ; in each 
of which the ceremony of inauguration was repeated. 
Several military exploits now took place^ and various 
towns fell into the hands of the opposing parties; changing 
masters with a rapidity^ as well as a previous endurance 
of sufleringj that must have carried confusion and change 
on the contending principles of allegiance into the hearts 
and heads of the harassed inhabitants. 

The ^uke of Anjou, intemperate, inconstant, and 
unpriifkipled, saw that his authority wa^but the shadow 
of power, compared to the deep-fixed practices of des- 
potism which governed the other nations of Europe. 
The French officers, who formed his suite and possessed 
all his confidence, had no difficulty in raising his dis- 
content into treason against the people with whom he 
had made a solemn compact. The result of their coun- 
cils was a deep-laid plot against Flemish liberty ; and 
Ate^e^cution was ere long attempted. He sent secret 
biSfieit' to the governors of Dunkirk, Bruges, Termonde, 
and other towns, to seize on and hold them in his 
name; reserving for himself the infamy of the enter- 
prise against ^twerp. To prepare for its execution, 
he caused his numerous army of French and Swiss to 
^ i were encamped in the neigh- 

bourhood it a place called Borgerhout. 

On £e 17 th of January, 1566, the duke dined 
somewhat earlier than usual, under the pretext of pro- 
ceeding afterwards to review his army in their camp. 
He set out at noon, accompanied by his guard of 200 
horse ; and when he reached the second drawbridge, one 
of his officers gave the preconcerted signal for an attack 
u 4 
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ob^e Flemish guai^by pretending that he had fallen 
an^thi^en his leg. The duke called out to hia fol- 
lowers^ Gouragej coMrage ! the town is ours I " The 
guard at the gate was ^ soon despatched ; and the 
French troops^ which waited outside to the number of 
3000, rushed quickly in, furiously shouting the war-cry, 
Town taken ! town taken ! kiU ! kill ! " The asfon- 
ished but intrepid citizens, recovering fVbm their c?onfa- 
sion, instantly flew to arms. All differences in religion 
or politics were forgotten in the common danger to their 
fre^om. Catholics and protestants, men and women, 
rushed alike to the conflict. The ancient spirit of 
Flanders seemed to animate all. Workmen, armed with 
the instruments of their various trades, started from 
their shops and flung themselves upon the enemy. A 
baker sprang from the cellar where he was kneading his 
dough, and with his oven shovel struck a Frnich dra- 
goon to the gl-ound. Those who had ’^re-arms, after 
expending their bullets, took from their pouches and 
pockets pieces of money, which they bent between their 
teeth, and used for charging their arquebusses. The 
French were driven successively from the streets and 
ramparts, and the cannons planted on the latter were 
immediately turned against the -reinforcements which 
attempted to enter the town. The French were every 
where beaten ; the duke of Anjou saved hima[|f by 
flight, and reached Termonde, after the perilouffS^pes- 
sity of passing through a large tract of inundated coun- 
try, His loss in this base enterprise amounted to 1500; 
while that of the citizens did not exceed eighty men. * 
The attempts simultaneously made on the other towns 
succeeded at Dunkirk and Termonde ; but w Mothers 
failed. * 

The character oFthe prince of jQ^BUge ncvc^^peared 
60 thoroughly great as at this cri^. With wisdom and 
magntfiimity rarely equalled and never surpassed, hO 
threw himsdf and his authority between the indignation 
of the country and the guilt of Anjou ; saving the for^ 
• Meteren. 
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mer from excess^ and the Utter execration. 
disgraced and discomfited duke proffered to the Mnes 
excuses as mean as they were hypocritical ; anJ his 
brother^ the kinjg of France^ sent a special envoy to in- 
tercede fo^ him. But it was the influence of William 
that screened the culprit from public reprobation and 
ruiuj and regained for him the place and power which 
he might easily have secured for himself, had he not 
prized the welfare of his country far above all objects of 
private advantage. A new treaty was negotiated, con- 
firming Anjou in his former station, with renewed 
security against any future treachery on his part. He 
in the mean time retired to France, to let the public in- 
dignation subside ; but before he could assume sufficient 
confidence to again face the country he had so basely 
injured, his worthless existence was suddenly termin- 
ated, son^ thought by poison, — the common solution 
of all such doubtful questions in those days, — in the 
month of June in the following year. He expired in 
his twenty-ninth year. 

A disgusting proof of public ingratitude and want of 
judgment was previously furnished by the conduct of 
the people of Antwerp against him who had been so 
often their deliverer from such various dangers. Unable 
to comprehend the greatness of his mind, they openly 
accus l^ th e prince of Orange of having joined with the 
Freq»qor their subjugation, and of having concealed 
a body of that detested nation in the citadel. The 
populace rushed to the place, and having minutely ex- 
amined it, were convinced of their own absurdity and 
the prince's innocence. He scorned to demand their 
puiiiBhi]|||at anr such an outrageous calumny; but he 
was not^S&usd afflicted at it.^ He took the resolution 
of quitting FUiiders, turned out,* for ever ; and he 
retired into Zealand, '^ere he was better known and 
consequently better trusted. 

In the midst of the consequent confusion in tbe 
fojrmer of these provinces, the prince of Parma, with 
• D’Ewes. 
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in^atigabie vigour^ |pade himaelf roaster of town after 
tom ; and turned hta particular attention to the crea- 
tion^G^ a naral force^ which was greatly favoured by 
the possecaion of Dunkirk^ Nieuport^ and Gravelinea. 
Native treachery was not idle in this time of tumult 
and confusion. The count of Renneberg^ governor of 
Friesland and Groningen^ had set the basest example^ 

- and gone over to the Spaniards. The prince of Chi- 
may, son of the duke of Arschot, and governor of 
Bruges, yielded to the persuasions of his father, and 
gave up the place to the prince of Parma. Hemhyse 
also, amply confirming the bad opinion in which the 
prince of Orange always held him, returned to Ghent, 
where he regained a great portion of his former influence, 
and immediately commenced a correspondence with the 
prince of Parma, offering to deliver up both Ghent and 
Termonde. An attempt was consequently made by the 
Spaniards to surprise the former town ; but the citizens 
were prepared for this, having intercepted some of the 
letters of Herabyse ; and the traitor was seized, tried, 
condemned, and executed on the 4th of August, 1584, 
He was upwards of seventy years of age.* Ryhove, his 
celebrated colleague j died in Holland some years later. 

But the fate of so insignificant a person as Hemhyse 
passed almost unnoticed, in the agitation caused by an 
event which shortly preceded his death. 

From the moment of their abandonment by duke 
of Anjou, the United Provinces considered themselves 
independent; and although they consented to renew his 
authority over the country at large, at the solicitation of 
the prince of Orange, they were resolved to confirm the 
influence of the latter over their parti cutar|lpterestB, 
which they were now sensible could jcgifip stability 
only by that means, t The d«dh of SMouleft them 
without a sovereign ; and they did noPnesitate in the 
choice which they were now called upon to make. On 
whom, indeed, could they fix but William of Nassau, 
without the utmost injustice to him, and the deepest 
* VandeiTynct t Mctercn. 
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jury to th^selves ? To whom could they turn, in nx^ 
Jerence to him who had given coillUtency to the earjpex- 
ploaion of their despair ; to him who first gave the%oun- 
try political existence^ then nursed it into freedom^ and 
now beheld it in the vigour and prime of independence? 
He had seen the neceBsity^ but certainly over-rated the va- 
lue^ of foreign support^ to enable the new state to cope with 
the tremendous tyranny from which it had broken. He had 
tried successively Germany^ England^ and France. From 
the first and the last of these powers he had received 
two governors^ to whom he cheerfully resigned the title. 
The incapacity of both^ and the treachery of the latter^ 
proved to die states that their only chance for safety was 
in the consolidation of WiUiam's authority ; and they 
contemplated the noblest reward which a grateful nadon 
could bestow on a glorious liberator. And is it to be 
believedj that be who for twenty years had sacrificed his 
repose^ lavished his fortune^ and risked his life^ for the 
public causCj now aimed at absolute dominion^ or coveted 
a despotism which all his actions prove him to have ab- 
horred ? Defeated bigotry has put forward such vapid 
accusadons. He has been also held responsible for the 
early cruelties which^ it is notoriouSj he used every means 
to avertj and frequendy punished. But while these re- 
volting acts can only be viewed in the light of reprisals 
again^ the bloodiest persecution that ever existed^ by 
cxaB||0^ted men driven to vengeance by a bad example^ 
not one single act of cruelty or bad faith has ever been 
made good against William^ who may be safely pro- 
nounced one of the wisest and best men that history has 
held up as examples to the species. 

The authority of one author has been produced to 
prove dtiring the lifetime of his brother Louisj 
ofiers wmlMfee to him by France^ of the sovereignty 
of the nordim provinces^ on condition of the southetn 
being joined to the French crown.* That be ever ao* 
cepted those offers is without proof : that he never ac^ 
„ im them is certain. But he might have been justified in 

* Amelot de la Hoiuiaye. 
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pnrchaaiDg freedom those states which had so weB 
it^ at the price even of a qualified independence 
atKyther power;, to the exclusion of those which had 
against Spain. The best evidence^ 
ho w views is to be found in the 

Capituialion^ as it ir^M<i^^^at is to say^ the act which 
was on the point of being ei^Mpd between him and the 
Btqtesj when a base fanatic^ insnghted by a bloody tyrant^ 
put a period to his splendid ca^teer«. This capitulation 
exists at full length but was never formally executed. 
Its ^conditions are founded on the same principles^ and 
conceived in nearly the same terms^ as thoae accepted by 
the duke of Anjou ; and the whole compact is one nf the 
most thoroughly liberal that history has on record. The 
prince repaired to Delft for the ceremony of his" inaugur- 
ation^ the price of his long labours ; but therCj instead of 
anticipated dignity^ he met the sudden stroke of^ death, f 
On the 10th of July, as he left his dining-room, and 
while he placed his foot on the first step of the great 
stair leading to the upper apartments of his house, a man 
named Balthasar Gerard, (who, like the former assassin, 
waited for him at the moment of convivial relaxation,) 
discharged a pistol at his body : three balls entered it. 
He feU into the arms of 4in attendant, and cried out 
l^ndy, in the French language, God pity me ! 1 am 
sadly wounded — God have mercy on my soul, |md on 
this unfortunate nation !" His sister, the coun&ss of 
Bwartzenberg, who now hastened to his side, asked 
him in German, if he did not recommend his soul to 
God ? He answered, ^‘^Yes," in the same language, but 
with a feeble voice. He was carried into the dining- 
room, where he immediately expired. His^nslfir closed 
his eyes X ' wife, too, was on the^appt, ^ Louisa, 
daughter of the illustrious Coligny, a^|i^dow of the 
gallant count of Teligny, both of whom were also mur- 
dered almost in her sight, in the frightful massacre of 
St. Bartholomew. We may not enter on a description 

• Bor. llT. IS. p. 203, 

1 1 * FIbOj UiiC des Prlncea d’Orange, 
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of the afflicting scene UlMch followed : but the mind is 
jdeased in picturing, bold solemnity with wl&ch 
prince MauricCj thei>^|ig&teen years of age^ swore -^pot 
vengeance or hatred against his father's murderers — 
but that he would fallbfully and religiously follow the 
glorious example he had given him. * 

There is but one important feature in the character 
of William which we have hitherto left uhtouched, but 
which the circumstances of his death seemed to sanctify^ 
and point out for record in the same page with it. We 
mean his religious opinions; and we shall despatch a 
subject which is^ in regard to all men^ so dehcate^ indeed 
BO sacredj in a few words. He ^as bom a Lutheran. 
When he arrived^ a boy^ at the court of Charles V.^ 
he was initiated into the catholic creed^ in which he 
was thenceforward brought up. After^ards^ when he 
could think for himself and choose his profession of 
faithj he embraced the doctrine of Calvin. His whole 
public conduct seems to prove that he viewed sectarian 
principles chiefly in the light of political instruments; 
and thatj himself a conscientious Christian, in the broad 
sense of the term, be was deeply imbued with the 
spirit of universal toleration, and considered the various 
^ades of belief as subservient to the one grand prin- 
ciple of civil and religious liberty, for which he had long 
devoted and at length laid down his bfe. His assassin 
was lOdicen abve, and four days afterwards executed with 
terrible circumstances of cruelty, which he bore as a 
martyr might have borne them.f He was a native of 
Burgundy, and had for some months lingered near his 

* Whoever frould really wjoy the ipirit of hutorical detain ehiHild oerer 
omit an seeing placet rendered memorable by auociatlona 

connectePiimMM -deedt. and eepecUUy with the death, or great moa : 
the ipot, where Wiluam wat eimmineted at Demj the old 

S drcaie hvm^Hpbn the point of ascending ; the narrow pau between 
at and UuitBUHnall wheppe he came out. of ecaroel/ mmdent t 
fhr the murdefllPCb hold fmw hit arm and bit pistol S| feet long^ 
weapon, and 9m fallow, are both preserved In the mutenm of t' : . 
together wdhtlro of the lUal bull^, and th e very dotheawkdcfa the 
wore. Thgleath.^ doublet, piarced by the balls and burned by the v 
lice heebie the other parti or the dr^ the ilmide gea t h y Of vs „ 
iashlon and Colour, Uretlstlbly beings the wise* great mao before tu, aodsdde 
s hundred fold to the Interest exdted by a recM of hie snnder. 

^ t Le PetU, Hiatoire dee Faye Bail 
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“"1 Arnit^ ^bertfi md m «ppimit leal 

. 'fie Itovarthakis l^otsi 
Dm Go!ilb«rim)^ lie liad eorami^ 
^ Hjlljlujl TbSi ^SSl^fibd ^ooHragement to 

more than oae minMer of the eect 
hejbeloDged. But hie avowal^ criminated a 
^ «*Bccomidiee^ and one whose diaracter 

^niSeo high in hiatory^ t^t it behoves us to examine 
the tmth of the aocaMtion^ ami the natm 
pppe ^odlkteral prooft by wluch it is 8upp|^Tted. Mo4t 
T gritem on thia question have leaned to die side which 
would wkh to adopts for the honour of human 
mtture and the integrity of a celebrated name. But an 
^Ofs^^fial letter exists in the archives of Brussels^ f^om 
prince of Pa^a himself to Philip of Spainj in wirich 
w admits that &l<ha 2 ar Gerard had communicated to 
ll jim his intendon of murdering the prince of Orangc^^ 
some months before the deed was dc^e ; and he mixes 
phrases of compasrion for the poor man** (the mDr-* 
d^Kor) and of praise for die act ; whieh^ if the docu« 
ment be really autbentio^ rinks Alexa^r of Parma aS 
lQ!r^ the wwtch with wfam he sjmi^WbiBed.* ^ 
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deaih of William of Nassau not o^^yrieses the 
aom ^f.his indiviihial career^ but throws i1|b gloom, 
history of a revohitioit^ that w^ asKd by m 
a 'sacrifice. Tho animarion ci die story sasoM 
iHjipiipdiid. Its .owtiiase fora mae their. excitemeBih , 
act .gf the jKh^cd drsana is peito^^ Tha 
is no mow. The other aaaS., 
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.inemonAile'Mm one 

utole generaitkm has in tfeie contest; end^Jjy 

wilb exhftueted tntelhdit; ]tM fMings le« intense^ lilb ' 
we rmmme ^ details ckF. war and UiepA, wiilch seeitt^iid 
longer sanctified %y tiB ^ pr an to movcineiilto of Ijeitdinff 
BtETring im^alse of daresy breakiDg its trains fMds 
to the colder' tnapiration of independendi , 

its lights. The men we have now to depict wdlfflQ^ 
fitoe ; and the deeds they did were those of stem tesbhto 
rather than of frantic despair. The present picturaMHVi^ 
be as instructive as the last, but it is less 
Passian gives place to reason ; and that which wifife ^ 
air of fieree rdfnance is superseded by what bears the 
stamp of calm reality. 

The consternation caused by the news of Willkm*a 
death soon yidded to the firmness natgral to a people 
inured to suffering and calamity. The United Proving 
r^ected at once the overtures made b}^ the prince ofi 
Parm'> to induce them to obedience. They seemed praiid 
to show that their fate did not depend on that of oii^ 
man. He therefore turned his attention to the moat 


effective means of^obtoining results by force, whidi 
found it impofatm^ secure by persuasion. He pro* 
Ceeded vigorously to the rd|bction of the chief towna 
of Flanders, the conquest of which would give him pos*. 
session gf the entire province, no army now remaining 
to oppose him in the field. He soon obliged Ypres and 
Tennohde to surrender ; and Ghent, forced by famine^ 
at length yielded on reasonable terms. The most seveit 
was the utter abolition of the refbmed refegion; by 
which' a large portion of the population waa driven to> , 
tdC altemaiigiabf exile ; and they passed over in crowdi 
to Hofianjj^M Zealand, not half of the inhabitants rb- 
xndninglfiKid^ MecUia, and finally BnisaSli,' worn out 
hf e feuitlesB resistance flawed the example of tfa^ 
and thus, within a year after the deadi of WlBiamfuf 
BSlti the po^sci' ^ Spain waa again eatdbluhed in thou^MH 
piuariiice of Flanders, and the ^ 

what ia 4a modaan da^ geiien% deflpiate^ 
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l^uee ilevEteBdc victorieB 4F^ the p^ce of Parma 
wtn barren in any* of those results Whidi humanity 
lore to see in the train of conquest. The recon- 
o^pd prOrinces presented the most deplorable spectacle. 
Tiio chief towns were almost depopulated. The inha- 
oSil^ts had in a great measure fall^ victims to war, pes- 
and famine. Little inducement e^sted to replace 
by fcmriage the ravages, ^used by deaths for few men 
wished to propagate a race which divine wrath seemed to 
hayn marked for persecution* The thousands of villages 
vraich^iad covered the face of the country were abso- 
lutely abandoned to the wolves^ which had so rapidly 
increased^ that they attacked not merely cattla and child- 
renj but gro^ up persons. The dogSj driven abroad by 
hungeii had l^ome as ferocious as other beasts of prey^ 
and joined in large packs to hunt down brutes and men. 
Neither fields^ nor woods^ nor roads,, were now to be 
distinguished by any visible limits. All was an entan- 
gled mass of trcesj weeds^ and grass. The prices of the 
necessaries of life were so highj that people of rank^ 
after selling every thing to buy breads were obliged to 
have recourse to open beggary in the streets of the great 
towns. 

From this frightful pioti^e^ and the numerous details 
which imagination may readily supply^ we gladly turn to 
ibe contrast afforded by the northern states. Tiiuse we 
have just described have a feeble hold upon our sym- 
pathies ; we cannot pronounce their sufferings to be 
unmerited. The want of firmness or enlightenment^ 
whidi preferred such an -existence to the risk of entire 
destruction^ 6nly heightens the glory of the people whose 
unyielding energy and courage gained tl^n so proud a 
place among the independent nations of 
- The murder of William seemed to carry to the United 
Provinces conviction of the weakness as well as the 
atrodty of Spain ; and the indecent joy excited amoBg 
the royalists added to their courage. Au immediaiil 
eouneil was created^ composed of eighteen members^ ai, 
Ifae hei|d of whiA was ttnanimoualy placed prince Ikteto 
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ritre of Nassau -(who then gave stiikitig inditi^biw 
of talent and prudence) ; his elder hsother^ the count df 
Beuren, now prince of Orftige^ being still kept cap’d^ 
in Spain. Count Hoheqloe was appointed lieutenant^ 
general ; and several other measures were prom'pt^ 
adopted to consolidate the power of the infant republic. 
The whole of its forces amounted but fo 55o6jpiien, 
The prince of Parma had 80^000 at his condiiGndt* 
'W'ith such means of carrying on his conquests, he sat 
down regularly before Antwerp, and commenced ,thn 
operations of one of the most celebrated among thejuany 
memorable sieges of those times. He completely sur- 
rounded the city with troops ; placing a large portion of 
his army on the left bank of the Scheldt; the other on 
the right ; a^d causing to be attacked at the same time 
the two strong forts of Liefkinshoek and I<illo. Re- 
pulsed on the latter important point, his only hope of 
gaining the command of the navigation of the river, on 
which the success of the siege depended, was by throwing 
a bridge across the sti^eam. Neither its great rapidity, 
nor its immense width, nor the want of wood and work- 
men, could deter him from this vast undertaking. He 
was assisted, if not guided^n all his projects on the 
occasion by Barroccio, a celebrated Italian engineer sent 
to him by Philip ; and the merit of all that was done 
ought fairly to be, at least, divided between the general 
and the engineer. If enterprise and perseverance be- 
longed to the first, science and skill were the portion of 
the latter. They first caused two strong forts to be 
erected at opposite sides of the river ; and adding to 
tiieir resourQ^fay every possible means, they threw for- 
ward a pie^gm^^ stream. 

The stakes, dnyen firmly into the bed of ^e river and 
cemented with masses of earth and stones, were at a 
proper height covered with planka and defended hf 
parapets. These estoccades, as they were called, reduced 
Ibe river to half its original breadth ; and the eaimoB 
with which they were mounted rendered the pa a p a gi 

•Hooft. 
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extremely dangerous to hostile ’^reBselB. Butj to fill up 
this Btraitj a considerable number of boats were fastened 
together by chain-hooks and 'anchors; and being manned 
Jind armed with cannon^ they were moored in the inters 
▼al between the estoccades. During these operations, a 
canal was cut between the Moer and Calloo ; by whidi 
means a pommunication was formed with Ghent, which 
eneuAd a supply of ammunition and provisions. The 
works of the bridge, which was 2400 feet in length, 
were constructed with such strength and solidity, that 
they braved the winds, the floods, and the ice of the 
whole winter. 

The people of Antwerp at first laughed to scorn the 
whole of these stupendous preparations ; hut when they 
found thaa^ the bridge resisted the natural elements, by 
which they doubted not it would have been destroyed, 
they began to tremble in the anticipation of famine; yet 
they vigorously prepared for their defence, and rejected 
the overtures made by the prince of Parma even at this 
advanced stage of his proceedings* Ninety-seven pieces 
of cannon now defended the bridge ; besides which, 
thirty large barges at each side df the river guarded its 
extremities ; and forty Alps of war formed a fleet of 
protection, constantly ready to meet any attack from the 
besieged. They, seeing the Scheldt thus really closed 
up, and all communication with 'Zealand impossible, felt 
Iheir whole safety to depend on the"* destruction of the 
bridge. The states of Zealand now sent forward an 
exp^tion, which, joined with some ships from Lillo, 
gave new courage to the besieged ; and every thing was 
prepared for their great attempt. An Italian engineer 
named Giamhelli was at this time in Antwerp, and by 
his talents had long protracted the defehdl. He has the 
chief merit of being the inventor of those terrible flre- 
^ips which gained the title of infernal machines 
and with some of these formidable instruments and^ the 
Zealand fleet, the long-projected attack was at lengA 
made. 

Early on the night of the 4th of April, the prince of 
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Paima and his anuj^^JIlefe amazed by the spectacle oi 
three huge masses of ^£ame floating down the river^ ac» 
companied by numerous lesser appearances of a similar 
ktndj and bearing directly against the prodigious barrier^ 
which had cost months of labour to him and his troops^ 
and immense sums of money to the state. The whole 
suT^ce of the Scheldt presented one sheet of Are; the 
country all round was as visible as at noon ; the^ 
the arms of the soldiers^ and every object on the bridge^ 
in the fleets or the fortSj stood out clearly to view and 
the pitchy darkness of the sky gave increased effect to 
the marked distinctness of all. Astonishment was soon 
succeeded by consternation^ when one of the three 
machines burst with a terrific noise before they reached 
their intended mark^ but time enough to offat a sample 
of their nature. The prince of Parma^ with numerous 
officers and soldiers rushed to the bridge^ to witness the 
effects of this explosion; and Just then a second and still 
larger fire-ship^ having burst through the flying bridge of 
boatSj struck against one of the estoccades. Alexander, 
unmindful of danger, used every exertion of his au- 
thority to stimulate the sailors in their attempts to clear 
away the monstrous 'machine which threatened destruc- 
tion to all within its reach. Happily for him, an ensign 
who was near, forgetting in his general’s peril all rules 
of discipline and form^of ceremony, actually forced him 
from the estoccad^. He had not put his foot on the 
river bank when the machine blew up. The effects were 
such as really baffle description. The bridge was burst 
through ; the estoccade was shattered almost to atoms, 
andj with all that it supported, — men, cannon, and the 
huge machine^ employed in the various works, — dis- 
persed in thelir. The cruel marquis of Roubais, many 
other officers, and 600 soldiers, perished, in all variefies 
of death — by flood, or flame, or the horrid wounds frcMH 
the missiles with which the terrible machine was uver- 
tdiarged. Fragments of bodies and limbs were flung far 
and wide ; and many gallant soldiers were destroyed, 
without a vestige of the human form being left to prove 

N 2 
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that\l^y ever existed. Tl]9|Myerj forced from its 
bed at either side^ rushed into tne forts and gowned 
numbers of their garrisons; while the ground far beyond 
shook as in an earthquake.^ The prince was struck 
down by a beam^ and lay for some time senselessj to- 
gether with two generals^ Delvasto and Gajitanij both 
more seriously wounded than he ; and many of the sol- 
diers were burned and mutilated in the most frightful 
manner. Alexander soon recovered; and by his presence 
of mindj humanityj and resolution, he endeavoured with 
incredible quickness to repair the mischief, and raised 
the confidence of his army as high as ever. Had the 
Zealand fleet come^n time to the spot, the whole plan 
might have been crowned with success ; but by some want 
of concert, or accidental delay, it did not appear; and 
consequently the beleaguered town received no reUef. 

One last resource was left to the besieged; th/t which 
had formerly been resorted to at Leyden, and by which 
the place was saved. To enable them to inundate the 
immense plain which stretched between Lillo and 
Stabrock up to the walls of Antwerp, it was necessary 
to cut through the dyke which defended it against the 
irruptions of the eastern Scheldt, This plain was tra- 
versed by a high and wide counter-dyke, called the dyke 
of Couvestien ; and Alexander, knowing its importance, 
had early taken possession of and strongly defended it 
by several forts. Two attacks were made by the gar- 
rison of Antwerp on this important construction; the 
latter of which led to one of the most desperate encoun- 
ters of the war. The prince, seeing that on the results 
of this day depended the whole consequences of his 
labours, fought with a valour that even he had never 
before displayed, and he was finally victorious. The 
confederates were forced to abandon the attack, leav- 
ing 6000 dead upon the dyke or at its base ; and the 
Spatflards lost full 600 men. 

One more fruitless attempt was made to destroy the 
bridge and raise the siege, by means of an enormous 
t ^€f|itivogUo, Schiller, Yaittclervjmct, and Stradiv 
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vessel bearing the p1reg|^ptuous title of the 

War. But this citadel ran aground^ without 

producing any effect ; and the gallant governor of Ant- 
werpj the celebrated Philip de Saint Aldegonde, waa 
foiLcd to capitulate on the l6th of August^ after a siege 
of fourteen months. The reduction of Antwerp waa 
considered a miracle of perseverance and courage. The 
prince of Parma was elevated by his success to the high- 
est pinnacle of renown ; and Philip, on receiving the 
news, displayed a burst of joy such as rarely varied his 
cold and gloomy reserve. 

Even while the fate of Antwerp was undecided, the 
United Provinces, seeing that they were still too weak to 
resist alone the undivided force o£ the Spanish mon- 
archy, had opened negotiations with France and England 
at once, in the hope of gaining one or the other for an 
ally and protector, Henry III. gave a most honourable 
receptiSn to the ambassadors sent to his court, and was 
evidently disposed to accept their offers, had not the dis- 
tracted state of his own country, still torn by civil war, 
quite disabled him from any effective co-operation. The 
deputies sent to England were also well received. Eliza- 
beth listened to the proposals of the states, sent them an 
ambassador in return, and held out the most flattering 
hopes of succour. But her cautious policy would not 
suffer her to accept the sovereignty; and she declared that 
she would in no ways interfere with the negotiations, 
which might end in its being accepted by the king of 
France.* She gave prompt evidence of her sinceritj by 
an advance of considerable sums of money, and by send- 
ing to Holland a body of 6000 troops, under the com- 
mand of her favourite, Robert Dudley earl of Leicester ; 
and as security for the repayment of her loan, the towps 
of Flushing "and Brille, and the castle of RammekinB, 
were given up to her.t 

The earl of Leicester was accompanied by a splendid 
retinue of noblemen, and a select troop of 500 followers. 
He was received at Flushing by the governor, sir Philip 

t Hume, vol ▼. p. 27S. 

N 3 


• Meteren. 



192 HISTORY ^OP THE NETHERLANDS. J586. 

lift 

Sidna]^ his nephew^ the mod^jpllf manners and conduct 
for the young men of his day. Leicester possessed 

neither courage nor capacity equal to the trust reposed 
in him ; and his arbitrary indolent conduct soon 
disgusted the people whom he was sent to assist.* They 
hadj in the first impulse of their gratitude^ given him the 
title of governor and captain-general of the provinceSj in 
the hope of flattering Elizabeth. 'But this had a far^^on- 
trary effect ; she was equally displeased with the states 
and with Leicester; and it was with difficulty that^ after 
many humble submissions^ they were able to appease her.t 

To form a coimterpoise to the power so lavishly con- 
ferred on Leicester^ prince Maurice was, according to the 
wise advice of Olden Barnevelt, raised to the dignity of 
stadtholder, captain-general, and admiral of Holland and 
Zealand. This is the first instance of these states taking 
on themselves the nominatioil to the dignity 
holder, for even William had held his commii^ljR from 
Philip, or in his name ; but Friesland, Groningen, and 
Guelders had already appointed their local governors, 
under the same tide, by the authority of the states- 
general, the archduke Mathias, or even of the provincial 
states.;); Holland had now ako at the head of its (^il 
government a citizen full of talent and probity, who 
was thus able to contend with the insidious designs of 
Leicester against the liberty he nominally came to pro- 
tect. This was Barnevelt, who was promoted from his 
office of pensionary of Rotterdam to that of 'Holland, and 
who^occepted the dignity only on condition of being free 
to resign it if any accommodation of differences should 
take place with Spain. § 

Alexander of Parma had, by the death of his mother, 
in February, 1596, exchanged his title of princa for the 
Riperior one of duke of Parma, and soon resumed his 
enterprises with his usual energy and success : various 
operations took place, in which the English on every 
opportunity distinguished themselves; particularly in an 


• Vandervynct, L vi c. S. t Hume. 
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action near the town q^Grave, in Brabantj and^n the 
taking of Axel by eiMRde, under the orders ^of sir 
Philip Sidney. A more important affair occurred near 
Zutphen, at a place called Wamsfeld^ both which towns 
have given names to thci^ action. On this occasion the 
veteran Spaniards^ under the marquis of GuastOj were 
warmly attacked and completely defeated by the En- 
glish ; but the victory was dearly purchased by the 
deatfi' of sir Philip Sidney, who was mortally wounded 
in the thigh, and expired a few days afterwards, at the 
early age of 32 years. In addition to the valour, talent, 
and conduct, which had united to establish his fame, he 
displayed, on this last opportunity of hi's short career, 
an instance of humanity that sheds a new lustre on 
even a character like his. Stretched on the battle-field, 
in all the agony of his wound, and parched with thirst, 
his aj^ted followers hro^ht him some water, procured, 
with^«feu]ty, at a distance, and during the heat of the 
fight nut Sidney, seeing a solilier lying near, mangled 
like himself, and apparently expiring, refused the water^ 
saying, Give it to that poor man ; his sufferings are 
greater than mine." * 

Ji^eicester^s conduct was now become quite intolerable 
to the states. His incapacity and presumption were 
every day more evident and more revolting. He seemed 
to consider himself in a province wholly reduced to 
English authority, and paid no sort of attention to the 
very opposite character of the people. An eminent 
Dutch author accounts for this, in terms which may 
make an Englishman of this age not a little proud of 
the contrast which his character presents to what it 
was then considereii " The Englishman,'* says Grotius, 

obeys like a slave and governs like a tyrant ; while 
the Bel^an knows how to serve and to command with 
equal moderation.'* t The dislike between Leicester an<i 
those he insulted and misgoverned soon became muti^iL 
He retired to the town of Utrecht; and pushed hiq 
Liyurious conduct to such an extent that he became an 

* Bor. xxi, 43. f Grot. Ajud. 
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object 4f litter hatred to the pro^^jnces. All the friendly 
fedings towards England were^gradually changed into 
suspicion ahd dislike. Conferences took plkce at the 
Hague between Leicester and the statesj in which Bar- 
nevelt overwhelmed his contemptible shuffling^by the 
force of irresistible eloquence and wdU-desetred re- 
proaches ; and after new acts of treachery, still more 
odious than his former, this unworthy favourite §||last 
set out for England, to lay an account of his govern- 
ment at the feet of the queen. * 

The growing hatred against England was fomented 
by the true patriots, who aimed at the liberty of their 
country; and may be excused, from the various instances 
of treachery displayed, not only by the commander-in- 
chief, but by several of his inferiors in command. A 
strong fort, near Zutphen, under the government of 
Roland York, the town of Deventer under that of Wil- 
liam Stanly, and subsequently Guelders under a Scotch- 
man named Fallot, were delivered up to the Spaniards by 
these men ; and about the same time the English cavalry 
committed some excesses in Guelders and Holland, which 
added to the prevalent prejudice against the nation in 
general, t This enmity was no longer to be concealed. 
The partisans of Leicester were one by one, under plau- 
sible pretexts, removed from the council of state ; and 
Elizabeth having required from Holland the exportation 
into England of a large quantity of rye, it was firmly 
but respectfully refused, as inconsistent with the wants 
of the provinces. 

Prince Maurice, from the caprice and jealousy of 
Leicester, now united in himself the whole power of 
command, and commenced that brilliant course of con- 
duct, which consolidated the independence of his coun- 
try and elevated him to the first rank of military glory. 
His early efforts were turned to the suppression of the 
partiality -which in some places existed for English do- 
mination ; and he never allowed himself to be deceived 
by the hopes of peace held out by the emperor and die 
V Cerisier. f Bor. xx. 22. S6, SS. 
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kings of Denmark ands®oland. Without refusffig ^eir 
mediation;^ he laboured incessantly to organise eyery 
possible means for maintaining the war.’ His efforts 
were considerably favoured by the measures of Philip 
for the^suppori of the league formed by the house of 
Guise against Henry IIJ. and Henry IV. of France; 
but still more by the . ^‘igidable enterprise which the 
Spad|ph monarch was nol^ ^^eparing against England. 

Irritated and mortified by tho assistance which Eliza- 
beth had given to the revolted provinces, Philip resolved 
to employ his whole power in attempting the conquest 
of England itself; hoping afterwards to effect with ease 
the subjugation of the Netherlands. He caused to be 
builtj in almost every port of Spain and Portugal, gal- 
leons, carricks, and other ships of war of the largest 
dimensions ; and at the same time gave orders to the 
duke of Parma to assemble in the harbours of Flanders 
as many vessels as he could collect together. The 
Spanish tfeet, consisting of more than l40 ships of the 
line, and manned by 20,000 sailors, assembled at Lis- 
bon under the orders of the duke of Medina Sidonia ; 
while the duke of Parma, uniting his forces, held him- 
self ready on the coast of Flanders, with an army of 
50,000 men and 400 transports. This prodigious force 
obtained, in Spain, the ostentatious title of the Invin- 
cible Armada. Its destination was for a while attempted 
to be concealed, under pretext that it was meant for 
India, or for the annihilation of the United Provinces ; 
but the mystery was soon discovered. At the end of 
May the principal fleet sailed from the port of Lisbon ; 
and being reinforced off Corunna by a considerable 
squadron, the whole armament steered its course for the 
shores of England. 

The details of the progress and the failure of this 
celebrated attempt are so thoroughly the province of 
English history, that they would be in this place super- 
fluous, But it must ^ot be forgotten that the glory of 
riie proud result was amply shared by the new republic, 
whose existence depended on it. While Howard and 
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Drake held the British fleet in readiness to, oppose the 
Spanish armada^ that of Holland^ consisting of but 
twenty-five ships^ under the command of Justin of 
Nassau^ prepared to take a part in the conflict. This 
gallant though illegitimate sdon of the illustrious house 
whose name he upheld on many occasions^ proved him- 
self on the present worthy of ’iiich a father as 'William 
and such a brother as M^^ice. While the duke of 
Medina Sidonia^ ascending the channel as far as Dun- 
kirk, there expected junction of the duke of Parma 
with his important reinforcement, Justin of Nassau^ by 
a constant activity and a display of intrepid talent, con- 
trived to block up the whole expected force in the ports 
of Flanders from Lillo to Dunkirk. The duke of Parma 
foimd it impossible to force a passage on any one point ; 
and was doomed to the mortification of knowing that 
the attempt was frustrated, and the whole force of Spain 
frittered away, discomfited, and disgraced, from the want 
of a co-operation, which he could not, however, reproach 
himself for having withheld. The issue of the memor- 
able expedition which cost Spain years of preparation, 
thousands of men, and millions of treas^iie, was received 
in the country which sent it forth with consternation 
and rage. Philip alone possessed or affected an apathy, 
which he covered with a veil of mock devotion that few 
were deceived by. At the news of the disaster he fell 
on his knees, and rendering thanks for that gracious 
dispensation of Providence, expressed his joy that the 
calamity was not greater. ^ 

The people, the priests, and the commanders of the 
expedition were not so easily appeased, or so clever as 
their hypocritical piaster in concealing their mortifica- 
tion. The priests accounted for this triumph of heresy 
as a punishment on Spain for suffering the existence of 
the iufidel Moors in some parts of the country.f ,,The 
defeated admirals threw the whole blame on the duke of 
Parma. He, on his part, sent an ample remonstrance 
to the king; and Philip declared that he was satisfied 
* Hume. t Strype, vol. Ul 5S5. 
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with the conduct of Ms nephew. Leicester died four 
days after the final defeat and dispersion of the ar- 
mada. * 

The war in the Netherlands had been necessarily 
suffered to languish^ while every eye was fixed on the 
progress of the armadaj from formation to defeat. But 
new efforts were soon made by the duke of Parma to 
repair the time he had lostj and soothcj by his successesj 
the disappointed pride of Spain. Several officers now 
came into notice^ remarkable for deeds of great gallantry 
and skill. None among those were so distinguished as 
Martin Schenckj a soldier of fortune^ a man of ferocious 
activity^ who began his career in the service of tyranny, 
and ended it by chance in that of independence. He 
changed sides several times; but, no matter who he 
fought for, he did his duty well, from that unconquerable 
principle of pugnacity which seemed to make his sword 
a part of himself. 

Schenck had lately, for the last time, gone over to the 
»de of the states, and had caused a fort to be built in 
the isle of Bstewe , — that possessed of old by the Bata- 
vians, — which was called by his name, and was consi- 
dered the key to the passage of the Rhine. From this 
stronghold he constantly harassed the archbishop of 
Cologne, and had as his latest exploit surprised and 
taken the strong town of Bonn. While the duke of 
Parma took prompt measures for the relief of the pre- 
late, making himself master in the mean time of some 
places of strength, the indefatigable Schenck resolved to 
make an attempt on the important town of Nimeguen. 
He with great caution embarked a chosen body of troops 
on the Wahal, and arrived under the walls of Nimeguen 
at sunrise on the morning chosen for the attack. His 
enterprise seemed almost crowned with success ; when 
the iiftabitants, recovering from their fright, precipitated 
themselves iroin the town; forced the assailants to retreat 
to their boats ; and, carrying the combat into those over- 
charged and fragile vessels, upset several, and among 
* Hume. 
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Others that which contained Schenck himself, who, 
covered with wounds, and fighting to the last gasp, was 
drowned with the greater part of his followers. Hia 
body, when recovered, was treated with the utmost indig- 
nity, quartered, and hung in portions over the difterent 
gates of the city.’^^ 

The following year was distinguished by another 
daring attempt on the part of the Hollanders, but fol- 
lowed by a different result. A captain named Haran- 
guer concerted with one Adrien Vandenberg a plan for 
the surprise of Breda, on the possession of which prince 
Maurice had set a great value. The associates contrived 
to conceal in a boat, laden with turf (which formed the 
principal fuel of the inhabitants of that part of the 
country), and of which Vandenberg was master, eighty 
determined soldiers, and succeeded in arriving close to 
the city without any suspicion being excited. One of 
the soldiers, named Mathew Kelt, being suddenly affected 
with a violent cough, implored his comrades to put him 
to death, to avoid the risk of a discovery. But a cor- 
poral of the city guard having inspected the cargo with 
unsuspecting carelessness, the immolation of the brave 
soldier became unnecessary, and the boat was dragged 
into the basin by the assistance of some of the very gar- 
rison who were so soon to fall victims to the stratagem. 
At midnight the concealed soldiers quitted their hiding 
places, leaped on shofe, killed the sentinels, and easily 
became masters of the citadel. Prince Maurice, follow- 
ing close with his army, soon forced the town to submit, 
and put it into so good a state of defence, that count 
Mansfield, who was sent to retake it, was obliged to 
retreat after useless efforts to fulfil his mission. 

The duke of Parma, whose constitution was severely 
injured by the constant fatigues of war and the ^xieties 
attending on the late transactions, had snatched^l^hort 
interval for the purpose of recruiting his health at the 
waters of Spa. While at that place he received urgent 
orders from Philip to abandon for a while all his pro-* 
• D’Ewm. 
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ceeditigs in the Netherlands, and to hasten into France 
with his whole disposable force, to assist the army of 
the League. The battle of Yvri (in which the son of 
the unfortunate count Egmont met his death while 
fighting in the service of his father's royal murderer) 
had raised the prospects and hopes of Henry IV. to a 
high pitch ; and Paris, which he closely besieged, was on 
the point of yielding to his arms. The duke of Parma 
received his uncle's orders with great repugnance ; and 
lamented the necessity of leaving the field of his former 
exploits open to the enterprise and talents of prince 
Maurice. He nevertheless obeyed; and leaving count 
Mansfield at the head of the government, he conducted 
his troops against the royal opponent, who alone seemed 
fully worthy of coping with him. 

The attention of ^ Europe was now fixed on the 
exciting spectacle of a contest between these two greatest 
captains of the age. The glory of success, the fruit of 
consummate skill, was gained by Alexander; who, by an 
admirable manoeuvre, got possession of the town of Lagny* 
Bur-Seine, under the very eyes of Henry and his whole 
army, and thus acquired the means of providing Paris 
with every thing requisite for its defence. The French 
monarch saw all his projects baffled, and his hopes frus- 
trated ; while his antagonist, having fully completed his 
object, drew off his army through Champagne, and made 
a fine retreat through an enemy's country, harassed at 
every step, but with scarcely any loss. 

Bi!t while this expedition added greatly to the renown 
of the general, it considerably injured the cause of Spain 
in the Low Countries. Prince Maurice, taking prompt 
advantage of the absence of his great rival, had made 
himself master of several fortresses ; and some Spanish 
reginmnts having mutinied against the commanders left , 
behtoja by the duke of Parma, others, encouraged by the 
impunity they eiyoyed, were ready on the slightest pre- 
text to follow their example. Maurice did not lose a 
single opportunity of profiting by circumstances so fa- 
vourable; and even after the return of Alexander he 
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teiEed on Zutphen^ Ueventer^ and Nimeguen^ despite of 
all the efforts of the Spanish army. The duke of Famuij 
daily breaking down under the progress of disease^ and 
agitated by thea^ reveTseSj repaired again to Bpa^ taking at 
Once every pof^sible means for the recruitment of his army 
and the recovery of his healthy on which its discipline and 
chances of success now so evidently depended. 

iBut all his plans were again frustrated by a renewal 
of Philip's peremptory orders to march once more into 
Franecj to uphold the failing cause of the League against 
the intrepidity and talent of Henry IV. At this junc-^ 
ture the emperor Rodolf again offered his mediation 
between Spain and the United Provinces. But it was 
not likely that the confederated States, at the very mo- 
ment when their cause began to triumph, and their com- 
merce was every day becoming more and more flourish- 
ing, would consent to make any compromise with the 
tymny they were at length in a fair way of crushing. 

The duke of Parma again appeared in France in the 
beginning of the year 1592; and, having formed his 
communications with the army of the League, marched 
to the relief of the city of Rouen, at that period preS^ 
to the last extremity by the Huguenot forces. After 
S4Hne sharp skirmishes — and one in particular, in which 
Henry IV. suffered his valour to lead him into a too rash 
Exposure of his own and his army's safety — a series 
of manoeuvres took place, which displayed the talents of* 
the rival generals tn the most brilliant aspect. Alexander 
ttt leflgth succeeded in raising the siege of RouA, and 
Blade himself master of Condebec, which commanded 
the navigation of the Seine. Henry, tab’ng advantage 
of what appeared an irreparable fault on the part of the 
(hike, invested his army in the hazardous position he 
had chosen ; but while believing that he had the whole 
of his enemies in his power, he found that Ai^^der 
bad passed tAe Seine with his entire force — raiuhg his 
military renown to the utmost possible height, by a re- 
treat whidi it was deemed utterly impossible to effect.* 

• Brotting, Hist of the Huguenots. 
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On his return to the Netherlands^ the duke found 
himself again under the necessity of repairing to Spa, 
in search of some relief from the Bufferings yrhich was 
considerably increased by the effects of a wound received 
in this last campaign. In spite of his shattered consti- 
tution^ he maintained to the latest moment the most 
active endeavours for the re-organisation of his army; 
and heivas preparing for a new expedition into France^ 
when^ fortunately for the good cause in both countriesj 
he was surprised by death on the Sd of Decemberj 159^^ 
at the abbey of St.Vaast^ near Arras^ at the age of forty- 
seven years. As it was hard to imagine that Philip 
would suffer any one who had excited his jealousy to 
die a natural deaths that of the duke of Parma was at- 
tributed to slow poison, 

Alexander of Parma was certainly one of the most 
remarkable^ and^ it may be addedj one of the greatest^ 
characters of his day. Most historians have upheld him 
even higher perhaps than he should be placed on the 
scale ; asserting that he can be reproached with very few 
of the vices of the age in which he lived.* Others con- 
sider this judgment too favourable^ and accuse him of 
participation in all the crimes of Philips whom he served 
so zealously, t His having excited the jealousy of the 
tyrantj 0 / even had he been put to death by his orders^ 
would little influence the question ; for Philip was quite 
capable of ingratitude or murder^ to either an accom- 
plice or an opponent of his baseness. But even allowing 
that Alexander's fine qualities were sullied by his Com- 
plicity in these odious measures^ we must still in justioe 
admit that they were too much in the spirit of the dmei^ 
and particularly of the school in which he was trained ; 
and while we lament that his political or private faults 
praqp,^l^un on so low a levels we must rank him as one 
of the very first masters in the art of war in his own or 
any Sther age. 

• Orotloi. f Cermer. 
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1592 — 1595 . 

90 XHS iyj>EF£ND£NCE OF BELGIUM AND THE DEATH OF . 
PHILIP 11. 

The duke of Parma had chosen the count of Mansfiel^ 
for his successor^ and the nomination was approved by 
the king. He entered on his government under most 
disheartening circumstances. The rapid conquests of 
prince Maurice in Brabant and Flanders were scarcely 
less mortifying than the total disorganisation into which 
those two provinces had fallen. They were ravaged 
by bands of robbers called Picaroonsj whose audacity 
reached such a heightj that .they opposed in large bodies 
the forces sent for their suppression by the government. 
They on one occasion killed the provost of Flanders, 
and burned his lieutenant in a hollow tree ; and on 
another they mutilated a whole troop of the national 
militia, and their commander, with circumstances of most 
revolting cruelty. * 

The authority of governor-general, though not the 
tide, was now fully shared by the count of Fuentes, 
who was sent to Brussels by the king of Spain ; and the 
ill effects of this double viceroyalty was soon seen, in 
the brilliant progress of prince Maurice, and the con- 
tinual reverses sustained by the royalist armies. The 
king, still bent on projects of bigotry, sacrificed without 
scruple men and |reasurc for the overthrow of Henry IV. 
and the succe^ of the League. The affairs of the 
Netherlands seemed now a secondary object ; and he 
drew largely on his forces in that county for reinfc^e- 
ments to the ranks of his tottering allies. A 
was, however, struck against the hopes of intolefl^jjpfe in 
France, and to the existence of the League, by the con- 
version of Henry IV. to the catholic religion ; he deem- 
ing theological, disputes, which put the happiness of n 
• D'Ewei. 
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wIioIa kingdom in jeopardy^ aa quite suborcfinate to the 
puldic good.* 

Such was the prosperity of the United Proyinces^ 
th%t they had bera enabled to send a large supply^ bodi 
of money and men^ to the aid of Henry^ their constant 
and generous ally. And notwithstanding this^ their 
armies and fleets^ so far from suffering diminution^ were 
augmented day by day. Philips resolved to summon up 
all his energy for the revival of the war against the 
republic^ now appointed the archduke Ernest^ brother 
of th^ emperor B^olf^ to the post which the disunion 
of Mansfield and Fueutes rendered as embarrassing as it 
had become Inglorious. This princcj of a gentle and 
cpndliatory character^ was received at Brussels with 
great magnificence and general joy ; his presence re^* 
viving the deep-felt hopes of peace entertained by the 
suffering people. Such were riso the cordial wishes of 
the prince t ; but more than one design^ formed at this 
period against the life of prince Maurice^ frustrated every 
expectation of the kind. A priest of the province of 
Kamur^ named Michael Renichon^ disguised as a soldier, 
was the new instrument meant to strike another blow at 
the greatness of the house of Nassau, in the person of 
its gallant representatiye, prince Maurice; as also in 
that of his brother, Frederic Henry, then ten years of 
age> On the confession of the intended assassin, he 
was employed by count Berlaimont to murder the two 
princes. Renichon happily mismanaged the affair, and 
betrayed his intention. He was iurested at Breda, con- 
duct^ Hague, and there tried jmd execut^ on 

the 3d ^ June, 159^. | This miserme wretch ac^ 
cusod the archduke Eniest of having countenanced his 
at^ppt ; but nothing whatever tends to criminate, while 
eve^mpbability acquits, that prince of such a partid- 

in this same year a soldier named Peter Dofoar 
embarked in a like atrodoos plot He, too, wu —iftlt 
imd executed before he could carry it into 
* Hume. t BentiTo^is. tLe Petit, Ur. 
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^4a his dyi^ lioiit peruBted in nceosiBg Ike lerblidite Hf 
< hifl instigator. But neither the judges who teM, 
B0r die best Idstorians who reeordj hh intended crime^ 
^ve any belief to thk accuiatiaii. * The mild aod 
jhonourabte disposition pf the prince held a su&deM 
'^oarantee against its likelihood ; and it is not less p)eu^ 
jag to be able fully to join in the pieYBl^t opiideil, 
Hun to mark a spirit of candour and impartiality break 
fisrth through the mass of bad and violent passions 
which crowd the records of that age. 

But all the esteem inspired by the personal disracter 
of £mest could not overcome the repugnance of <tbe 
United Provinces to trust to the ^iparent sincerity of 
the tyrant in whose name he made his overtures for 
peace. They were all rei^ectfully and firmly rejected ; 
apd prince Maurice^ in the mean timcj with his usual 
a^vity, passed^ the Meuse and the Rhine^ and invested 
and quicidy took the town of Groningen^ by which he 
oonsummated the establiahment of the republie^ and se- 
cured its rank among the principal powers of ]l^ope« 

The archduke Ernest^ finding all his efibrts fm* peace 
frustrated, and all hopes of ^ning his oliject by 
tality to be vain, became a prey disappointment sdid 
ipgret, and died, from the effects of a slow fever, on the 
JBlsI of February, 1595 ; leaving to the count of FuenteS 
die honours and anxieties of the government, subject to 
the mtification of the king. This nobleman began 
exor^dse of his temporary functions by an imiption intlt 
Frsnce, at the head of a small army ; war having been 
dedared sgaiiia|^pain by Henry IV., who^ a^his aldc;>: 
had despatched%e admiral de Villars to atpP flulip’s. 
fo a ses sions in Hainault and Artois. This gallant'offiqp 
Imt a battle and his life in the contest ; and FuenleS) 
anooun^ed by the victory, took some 
-and laid siege to Cambray, the great object 

dtisens, who 'deteal^ their governor, the msr^pi! 
S|f Bblogni, who b§d for some time alMimcd an 
j|eddent tyranny over them, gave up the place dfe" 





ticiiicgcm ; and th^ citadel aimvrrdcred some da^rs later** 
Alter tliis exploit Fuentea returned to Bruasels^ where^ 
notwithstanding his snccees^ he was extremely unpopular. 
Me hful placed a part of hta forces under the command, 
wf Mondragon^ one of (he oldest and deverest officers ih 
the ^rvice of Spain. Some trifling affiurs took place ia 
Brabant ; but the arrival of the archduke Albert^ whom 
the king bad appointed to succeed his brother Ernest in 
the office of govemor-generalj deprived Flientes of an^ 
further opportunity of signalising his talents for supreme 
command. Albert arrived at Brussels on the 1 1th of Feb- 
ruaryj 1596, accompanied by the prince of Orange, who; 
when count of Bnuren, had been carried off irom the tlni^ 


veraity of Louvain, twenty-eight years previously, and 
held captive in Spain during the whole of that period, t 
The archduke Albert, fifth son of the emperor Maad- 
milian II., and brother of Rodolf, sto^ high in thd 
opinion of Philip his uncle^ and merited his reputadoil 
for talents, bravery, and prudence. He had been eaii]r 
made archbishop of Tol^o, and afterwards cardinal 
but his profession was not that of these nominal digni- 
tiei^ He was a warrior and politician of conaideralde 
Capacity ; and had fgr some years faithfully served the 
king, as viceroy of Portugal. But Philip meant him for 
the more independent situation of sovereign of the Ne- 
therlands, and at the same time destined him to be the 
bosbaBd of kia daughter Isabella. He now sent him, 
hi the-capacity of governor rgeneral, to prepare the way 
for the important change ; at once to gain the good 


graces people, and soothe, by tfajiy removal from 

Philip'i^a i:lose neighbourhood, the jeifli^y of his son 
afae hef^tary prince of Spain. Albert brought widi 
hm tp Brussels a small reinforcement for the army, 
supply of money, more wanting at ima 
canlaiSKie than men. He hi^ly praised the eoDduot^ 
aO^ntes in the operations ju^ fimhed ; and resolvad 
^Moitinue the 'Aar on the same pUB, but with fortsei' 


superior. 

^ • BentirogUo. ^ t Melereii,]lv.ia 
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, opened liiB Hrit eampaign early; and^ by a dkpdijr 

J f clever mameuvringj which threatened aio attempt bb 
proe the French to raiae the siege of La Fercj in the 
heart of Picardy^ he concealed his real design — fhe 
capture of Calais ; and he succeeded in its compledoa 
almost before it was suspected. The Spanish 
Walloon troops^ led on by Rone, a distinguished officot, 
carried the first defences : after nine days of siege the 
place was forced to surrender ; and in a few more the 
catadel followed the example. The archduke soon after 
took the towns of Ardres and Hulst ; and by prudendy 
avoiding a battle^ to which he was constantly provoked 
by Henry IV. who commanded theJPrench army in 
person^ he established his character for military talent 
of no ordinary degree. 

. He at the same time made overtures of recon ciliadon 
to the United Provinces^ and hoped that the return of 
the prince of Orange would be a means of effecting so 
desirable a purpose. But the Dutch were not to be 
deceived by the apparent sincerity of Spanish negotia- 
tion. They even doubted the sentimbntB of the prince 
of Orange^ whose attachments and principles had been 
formed in so hated a school ; and nothing passed between 
them and him but mutual civilities. They cleariy 
evinced their disapprobation of his intended visit to 
Holland ; and he consequently fixed his residence in 
' Brussels^ passing his life in an ingloriouscfseutrality. 

A naval exp^ition fbrmed in this year by the Jki- 
gliah and Dutch against CadiZj commanded by the earl 
of^ Essex^ and Counts Louis and William ^ Nassau^ 
cousins of prince Maurice^ was crowned w^J^rilliant 
fupcessj and somewhat consoled the provinces Tor the 
contemporary exploits of the archduke.* But ^e&l- 
kiwing year opened with an a&ir^ which atfmifl^d 
&s unceasing activity, and added largdy 
tation of his rival prince Maurice. The mmer £ad 
fletached the count of Varas, with about 6000 
the piu^pase of invading the province of Holland^ 

• Hume. ■ 




Mmfjce, with «qaal e?ier^ and superior talent^ followed 
^s« movements ; came up with, him near Tumhout^ on 
iht £4th of January^ 1597 ; and after a sharp action^ of 
wfhich the JOutfdi cavalry bore the whole brunt^ Varas was 
jeiUodj and his troops defeated with considerable loss.* 

. This was in its consequences a most disastrous affair 
to the archduke. His army was disorganised^ and his 
j&ances exhausted ; while the confidence of the states in 


^ir troops and their general was considerably raised. 
Hut the taking of Amiens by Portocarreroj one of the 
moat enterprising of the Spanish captainsj gave a new 
tum to the failing fortunes of Albert. This gallant of- 
Mc&c, whose greatness of roind^ according to some hiBt<H 
riansj was much disproportioned to the smaHness of his 
person tj gained possession of that important town by a 
well conducted stratagem, and maintained his conquest 
valiantly till he was killed in its defence. Henry IV. 
made prodigious efforts to recover the place^ the chief 
bulwark oii that side of France ; and having forced 
Montenegro, the worthy successor of Portocarrero, to 
eapitulate, granttd him and his garrison most honourable 
conditions. Henry, having secured Amiens against any 
new attack, returned to Paris, and made a triumph^ 
entry into the city. 

During this year prince Maurice took a number of 
towns in rapid succession ; and the states, according to 
their custonv caused various medals, in gold, silver, and 
^pper, to be struck, to commemorate the victories which 
had signalised their arms. } 

Philip I., feeling himself approaching the termination 
of and agitating career, now wholly occupied 

/himsm in negotiations for peace with France. Henry IV, 


it as anxiously. The pope, Clement VIIL, 

mar be taken afl a fbir lample of the difflcultywith wbipb 
be formed of the relative loasea on iuch occwoni. 


itate the Iom of the royalUU, in killed, at upwprda ortoBQ. 
itfet^ren,! good authority, uyi the peatanu burled SSfO) while 
...sTQsUq, an Italian writer in the Intereatof t^ln, makei the number n. 
' acny half that amount ...Grotiua nyi that the kiM of the Dutch waejgar 
4 OD^ killed. BientivoflUo aUtee it at 100. But, at either computation, tt If 
that the affkir waa a brillUnt one on the part of prince Maorilto 
t Qrotiui. De Thou. X D*£wei. 
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«iKWUrftged by hk «xhort«tion« Ibis n^tad iiiclhi«ti<niA 
The king of PoUsid sent cmbassadora to the Hague au^ 
to London^ to induce -the atates and queen Elizabeth to 
beoMue parties in a general pacification. These ote^ 
tares led to no conclusion ; but the conferences betwe^ 
France and Spain went on with apparent cordiality and 
gteat promptitude^ and a peace was concluded between 
these powers at Vervins, on the 2d of May, 1598. 

Siortly after the publication of this treaty, another 
important act was made known to the world, by which 
Philip ceded to Albert and IsabeUa, on their being 
formally affianced, — a ceremony which now took place, 
— the sovereignty of Burgundy and the Netherlands. 
This act bears date the 6th of May, and was proclaimed 
With all the solemnity due to so important a transactiq}. 
It contained thirteen articles ; and was based on the 
misfortunes which the absence of the sovereign had 
hitherto caused to the Low Countries. The catholic 
religion was declared that of the state, iiT its full in- 
tegrity. The provinces were guaranteed against di^ 
memberment. The archdukes, by wldlh title the joint 
' sovereigns were designated without any distinction of 
Bfex, were secured in the possession, with right of suc- 
cession to their children ; and a provision was added, 
that in default of posterity their possessions should re- 
vert to the Spanish crown.* The infanta Isabella soon 
sent her procuration to the archduke, her affianced hus- 
hed, giving him full power and authority to take pos^, 
session of the ceded dominions in her name as in hk 
own; and Albert was inaugurated with great pomp at 
Brussels, on the 22d of August. Having put ^ every 
thing in order for the regtilation of the government dur-" 
it|g his absence, he set out for Spain, for the 
aco||iplisbing his spousals, and bringing baclMBSfe* 
chief seat of their joint power. 
departure he wrote to the various states of the repubhc, 
and to prince Maurice himself, strongly recoramendiOlg 
nibrnission and. reconciliation. These letters jeceiv^ 

* Grotliu, Hist Ub. vill. ^ ^ 
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no ftnawer ; a new plot againit the life of prinee 

by a wretdied indiyidual named Peter Pmn, having 
aioused the indignation of the oouhtry^ and determined 
U to treat with suspicion and contempt every insidiow 
proposition from the tyranny it defied. • 

Albert placed his unde^ the cardinal Andrew of Aua* 
tria^, at the head of the temporary government, and set 
out on his journey ; taking the little town of Halle in 
his route, and deposing at the altar of the Virgin, who 
is there held in particular honour, his cardinal's hat as a 
tokan of his veneration. He had not made much progreaa 
when he received accounts of the demise of Fhih'p IL^ 
who died, after long sufiering, and with great resign- 
ation, on the 13th of Septeml^r, 159B, at the age ol 
seventy-two. t Albert was several months on his journey 
through Germany; and the ceremonials of his union 
with the infanta did not take place ^ the ISth of Aprils 
1599, when it was finally solemnised in the city of 
Valenda in^pain. 

This transaction, by which the Netherlands were po- 
sitively erected jgto a separate sovereignty, seems natu- 
rally to make the limits of another epoch in their history. 
It completely decided the division between the northern 
and southern provinces, which, although it had virtually 
taken place long previous to this period, could scarcely 
be considered as formally consummated until now. Here 
then we shall pause anew, and take a rapid review of the 
social state of the Netherlands during the last half century, 
^bich was beyond all doubt the most important peri^ 
S£ their history, from the earliest times dU the present. 

It has been seen that when Charles V. resigned his 
ihrone\ ^ the possession of his vast dominions to his 
mn, arts, commerce, and manufactures had risen to a state 

» able perfection throughout the Netherlanilfc 
don, of which we have traced the rinr iiiil 
aturally produced to those provinces wmA 
Tdapsed into slavery a most lamentable change in eirety 
branch of industry, and struck a blow at the genei^ 
♦ D'Ewei. t WitMii, 



^ «fib0ts «f Whiiii are felt to this very d#y. 
,; 4 >^ and literature were BUto to be eheeked 

wad witbeied in the blaze nf eiiil war ; and we Wve 
MW ^ mark the retrograde morementB of moat of thqfie 
pharma and advantages of civilised life, in which Flan- 
i^ip and the other southern states were so rich< 

. The rapid spread of enlightenment on religious sob- 
jecti soon converted the manufactories and worksho^nf 
{landers into so many convendcleB of reform ; and the 
clear-sighted ortizanB fled in thousands from the tyranny 
of Alva into England^ Gfermany^ and Holland^ — • those 
happier countries^ where the government adopted and 
went hand in hand with the progress rational bel^. 
Commerce fpUowed the fate of manufactures. The 
foreign merchants one by one abandoned the theatre of 
bigotry and persecution ; and even Antwerp, which had 
succeeded Bruges as the great mart of European traffic, 
was ruined by the horrible excesses of the Spanish sol- 
diery, and never recovered &om the idiock. Its trade, 
its wealth, and its prosperity, were gradually transferred 
to Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and the towns of Hol^d 
and Zealand; and the growth of Dutch commerce, at- 
tained its proud maturity in the establishment of the 
India company in 1596, the effects of which we riiall 
have hereafter more particularly to dwell on. 

The exciting and romantic enterprises of the Portu- 
guese and Spanish navigators in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries roused aU the ardour of other nadons 
for those distant adventures ; and the people of the Ne^ 
therlands were early influenced by the general spirit of 
Europe* If they were not the discoverers of new worlds, 
they were certainly the first to make the name of Euro- 
pean respected and venerated by the natives. 

Animated by the ardour which springs If oinJri||||ft^t 
of #eedom and the enthusiasm of success, flNptl|bd 
Provinces laboured for the discovery of new ouO^ for 
oommerce and navigatioD. The government 
oouraged the q»eculatioDB of individual^ whkh proiph^ 
fireslyipd fei^e sources of revenue, so necessary for toe 
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^ 'taainti^aiice of the wtf. * tTntil the jrw f $9f 
' ^trerchantfi of Holkiid and Zealand were aatiefied to ifeid 
die productions of India at Lisbon^ which was the Inilt 
6f that branch of trade ever since the Portnguese dls« 
coi^er^ the passage by the Cape of Good Hope. But 
Philip II.j having conquered Portugal^ excluded die 
TJnit^ Provinces fhim die ports of diat Country ; and 
dieir enterprising mariners were from that period driven 
to those efforts which rapidly led to private fortune and 
general prosperity. The Englirii had opened the way 
in this career ; and the states-general having offered a 
large reward for the discovery of a north-west passage, 
frequent and most adventurous voyages took place. 
Houtman^ Le Maire, Heemskirk^ Ryp^ and others^ be- 
came celebrated for dieir enterprise, and some for their 
perilous and interesting adventures. 

The United Provinces were soon without any rival bn 
the seas. In Europe alone they had llSDO merchant 
ships in activity^ and upwards of 70^000 sailors con- 
stantly employed, t They built annusJly 2000 vesselB. 
In the year 1596j eighty ships sailed from their ports for 
the Indies or America. They carried on, besides, an 
extensive trade on the coast of Guinea, whence they 
brought large quantities of gold-dust; and found, in 
short, in all quarters of the globe the rCward of their 
skill, industry, and courage. 

The spirit of conquest soon became grafted on the 
habits of trade. Expedition succeeded to expedition, 
failure taught wisdom to those who did not want 
bravery. The random efforts of individuals were suc- 
ceeded by organised plans, under associations well con- 
stituted and wealthy ; and these soon gave birth to 
t hosft e astern and western companies before affuded 
disputes between the English and the Han- 
nS^^%w were carefully observed by the 
and turned to their own advantage. The Englhii 
ttufacturers, who quickly began to flourisfa, fratot-^he 
influx of Flemish workmen under the enconragbmiH of 

' OlWtlui, HUtrili. 269. &c. + Onkltl^ 



Hin^f «a» Kiinuiiu*A*KDS. ^ 1^999* 

Btfcxlwtli, ionasA tiompaniek in ' Ait Netherlander 
■rtU their doths into those very towns of Germany 
sduoh formerly possessed the exclusive privilege of thdr 
m«ixiifa€tTire.t. These towns naturally felt dissatisfiedr 
ahd their coitiplaints were encouraged by the king of 
^•in. The English adventurers received orders to quit 
the empire; and^ invited by the states-generalr many of 
them fixed their residence in Middlebourgr which became 
the most celebrated woollen market in Europe. 

The establishment of the Jews in the towns of the 
republic"^ forms a remarkable epoch in the annals of trade. 
This people, so outraged by the loathsome bigotry which 
Chiisdans have not blushed to call religion, so far from 
bdng depressed by the general persecution, seemed to 
find it a fresh stimulus to the exertion of their indus- 
try. To escape death in Spain and Portugal they took 
refuge in Holland, where toleration encouraged, and jtist 
principles of state maintained them. They were at 
first taken for catholics, and subjected to suspicion; but 
when their real faith was unierstood they were no longer 
molested. 

Astronomy and geography, two sciences so closely 
allied with and so essential to navigation, flourished now 
throughout Europe. Ortilius of Antwerp, and Gerard 
Mercator of RUpelmonde, were two of the greatest geo- 
graphers of the sixteenth century; and the reform in 
the calendar at the end of that period gave stability tb 
the calculations of time, which had previously suffered 
all the inconvenient fluctuations attendant on the old 
style. 

Literature had assumed during the revolution in the 
Netherlands the almost exclusive and repulsive aspect of 
controversial Jeaming. The university of Dou^^- 
stalled in 156^ as a, new screen against the 
light of reform, quickly became the stronghold 
lerance. That of Leyden, established by the efforts of 
the prince of Orange, soon after the famous siege of that 
town in 1^4, was on a less exclusive plan — its profes^ 
It * Meteren, liv. Ik ^ 
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being in the first instance drawn from jGertnaii|r. 
Many Flemish historians succeeded in this, century lo 
the andent and unculdvated chroniclers of preceding 
tiines; the civil wars drawing forth many writers, who 
recorded what they witnessed, but often in a spirit of 
partisanship and want of candour, which seriously em^ 
barrasses him who desires to learn the truth on both 
sides of an important question. Poetry dechmed and 
drooped in these times of tumult and Buffering; and the 
chambers of rhetoric, to which its cultivation had been 
chiefly due, gradually lost their influence, and- finally 
ceased to exist. 

In fixing our attention on the republic of the United 
Provinces during the epoch now completed, we feel the 
desire, and lament the impossibility, of entering on the 
details of government in that most remarkable state. 
For these we must refer to what appears to us the best 
authority for clear and ample information on the prero- 
gative of the Btadtholder, the constitution of the sUtes- 
general, the privileges of the tribunals and local aa- 
semblies, and other points of moment concerning the 
principles of the Belgip confederation. t 


CHAP. XV. 
1599 — 1604. 


TO THE CAMPAIGN OF PRINCE MAURICE AND 8P1NOLA. 


Previous to his departure for Spain, the archduke Al- 
bert had placed the government of the provinces which 
acknowle^ed his domination in the hands^of his uncle, 
tUKuplinal Andrew of Austria, leaving in command 
or Francisco Mendoza* admirftl of Aragooi. 

7he troops at his disposal amounted to 22,000 fightiilg 
men, — a formidable force, and enough to justify dM 
serious apprehensions of the republic. whose 

• De.Smet t See Cerkiier, HUt. Oen. dei Pnw. VHl* ^ 



by pkytMMta nttde to' Ai& 
' lietattB ind ItBfian mutmeer^/ had left or^de^ 

M^nddia^to aeeure floin« pli^ on ^e Rhihd^ whhfi 
Cilight 4>p6n<ft passage for free (piartera in the ^ethy^d 
iBtdanttyk Bnt this unprincipled officer fbrced his wmy 
|i|llo the neutral districts of Cleves and Weetph^a ; aiitd 
tkth body of executioners ready to hang tip all whb 
^might reristj and of priests to prepare them for deaAy 
he carried such terror on his mar^ that no opposititdS 
^ftas tentured.^ The atrocious cruelties of Mendoza and 
ids taf^ps baffle all description ; on one occasion thdy 
murdered^ in cold bloodj the count of Walkensteinj Whd 
Bunender^ his castie on the express j:ondition of hk 
foedom; andtheycconmitted every possible excess that 
may be imagined of fbrociotts soldiery encouraged by a 
base commander^i* 

Prince Maurice soon put into motion^ to oppose this 
«rmy of brigands, his small disposable force of about 
7000 men. Wi^ these, howev^, and a succession of 
masterly manoeuvres, he contrived to preserve the re- 
imUic from invasion, and to paralyse and almost de- 
stroy an army three timm superior in numbers to his 
own. J The horrors committed by the Spaniards, in the 
midst of peace and without the slightest provocation, 
«0uld not fail to excite the utmost indignation in a 
luttion so fond of liberty and so proud as Germany. 
The duchy of Cleves felt particularly aggrieved ; and 
Sybilla, the sister of the a real heroine in a glo- 
rious cause, BO worked on the excited passions of the 
people by her eloquence and her tears, that she persuaded 
lill (he orders of the state to unite against the odious 
enemy- Some troops were suddenly raised; and a 
leegne .was formed between several princes of the em- 
pte to revenge the common cause. The count|^e ia 
JLippe was chosen general of their united farces^, mul 
the choice could not have fallen on one more certainly' 
incapable or more probably treacherous. § 

The German army, with their usual want of aotisity^ 

t MeteTen,liT.xxi t Ccfiaier, | lud. 
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did not open the cunpeign till the month of Juner M 
^^iUmsted of 14^000 ^men ; and never was ,an amj 
tpdly condupted.* .Without money^ art|Uery, proip^ 
piona, or discipline^ it was at any moment ready to break 
up and abandon its incompetimt g^eneral: and on the 
^ery first encounter with the miemy^ and after a Iqiib 
of a couple of hundred men^ it became self-disbanded; 
ajpd> fiyiog in every direction^ not a single man could be 
rallied to clear away this dis^ace. 

• The states- general^ cruelly disappointed at this result 
of measures from which they had looked for so Import- 
fmt a diversion in their favour; now resolved on a vi- 
gorous exertion of their own energies^ and determined 
to undertake a naval expedition of a magnitude greater 
than any they had hi^erlp attempted. The force of 
public opinion was at this period more powerful than 
it had ever yet been in the United Providaes : for a 
great number of the inhabitants^ who^ during the life of 
Philip II. > conscientiously believed that they could not 
lawfully abjure the authority once recognised and sworn 
tOj became now liberated from those respectable although 
absurd scruples; and the, death of one unfeeling despot 
gave thousands of new citizens to the state. 

A fleet of seventy- three vessds^ carrying 8000 men> 
was soon equipped^ under the order of admiral Vander 
Goes ; and after a series of attempts on the coasts of 
SpaiUj Portugal^ Africa^ and the Canary is^esj this ex- 
p^tion^ from which the most splendid reeiLlts were 
expected^ was shattered^ dispersed^ and reduced to nO- 
fei^ by a accession of unheard-of mishaps. 

; To these disappointments were now added domestve 
dissensions m the republicj in consequence of the^new 
taxes absohitdy necessai^ for the exigencies of die state; 
The ipiduct otf queen Elizabeth greatly added to the 
gcnem emhamssment : she called for the payment wf 
1^ former loans ; insisted on the recall of the 
troops ; and^deidared her resolution to mshe peace trlttf 
^pamri: Beveral Oennan princes promised aid hi feen 

j Vi »l>eTlHB,ttT.U2. t 
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b«a mm Amii^ed e&tte ; tti^ m 4# 
«uwt junetiiTe Henry IV. wm ibe only ford|g|j 

^ortsepieigii lAo dicTnot nba^on 4ierepuldic. He 

lOOO^wiss troops, whom he had in his pay;^ 
them to leyy 3000 more in France j and gayO 
n loan of 200,000 crowns, — a very oonvenient 
' in their qchausted state. 

lie axchdukes Albert and Isabella arriyed in tbe 
i^^erknds in September, and made their entrance into 
‘Sc%u»^ with unexampled magnificence. .They soon 
fetm JWiemsdves in a situation quite as critical as was 
Ibat' ^ the United Provinces, and both pardes disfdayed 
im^nse energy to remedy their mntuai embarrassments. 
Ifhit wihter was extremely rigorous ; so much so, aa to 
IBow nf notary operations being undertaken on the ice^ 
.IPiince Maurice sooh commenced a Christmas campidgn 
^ of Wachtendenck ; and he followed 

hp his success by obtaining possession of the important 
forts of Crevecoeur and St. Andrew in the iriand 
Bommel. A most dangerous mutiny at the same time 
hrcdte Out in the army of the archdukes ; and Alb^ 
se^ed left without troops or money, at the very b^gih- 
id^ of his sovereignty. 

But those successes of prince Maurice were only the 
Ittdtide to an expedition of infinitely more moment, ar« 
ria^;ed with the utmost i^crecy, and executed with an 
UStergy scarcely to be look^ for from the situation of 
states. Iliis was nothing less than an invasion 
Mhored into the very heart of Flanders, thus putting the 
mlkdukes on the defence Of their own most vital poEN 
Ofeaaioiis, and changing completdy the whole character 
df liie War. * The idiole ^sposalde troops of the re<- 
amounting to about if^OOO men, were secretly 
in the island of Walcheren, in the month of 
4tii^ setting sail for Flanders, they disemml^ 
dNpr CEhent, and arrived on the 20th of that moufii 
‘ iiillSr the wi& of Bruges; dome previous ^egotiatioiiu 
tawn had kd the prince to expect t^t ir 

’ 4k ♦ .Orot vlil S07. ftc, " ' ' 



^MiM hAve opened its «tei at Ms approach. tSl^ 
ISi waBj however, diaapWnted ; and after taking poaa^ 
of tome ibrta in uie nei^bourhood^ he conttniii^ 
Bill march to Nieuport^ which' place he invested jon ^e 
lit of July. ' ' 

At the news nf this invasion the archdukes^ thoi^ 
tal^en by surprise^ displayed a promptness and dtoi- 
eddh that proved them worthy of the sovereignty which 
aeemed at stake. With incredible activity th^ mus- 
teredj in a few days^ an army of 12^000, mCnj^whiidi 
they passed in review near Ghent. On this occaaian 
Is^bella^ proving her title to a place among those heroic 
wotnen with whom the age abounded^ rode thron|& 
the royalist ranS^Sj and harah^ed them in a style cn 
inspiring eloquence that inflamed ^their courage «d 4 
secured thdr $delity. Albert^ seizing the Ji^oment 
1^8 excitement^ put himself at theii’ head^ and marched 
to seek the enemy^ leaving his intrepid wife at Br^ge% 
the nearest town to the scene of the action he was 
solved on. He gained possession of all the forts taken 
wd garrisoned by Maurice a few days before ; an^ 
piisliing forward With his apparently irresistible troQp^ 
he came up on the morning of the 2d of July with 
large body of those of the state^^nsisting of about 
^000 meOj sent forward under the command of qowt 
Hrnest of Nassau to reconnoitre and Judge of the e3Cr 
tent of this roost unexpected movement; for 
J^aurice was^ in his tum^ completely surprised ; 
not merely by one of those manoeuvres of war by which 
the best generals are sometimes deceived^ but by 
efdon of political vigour and capacity of which histo^V 
offiexs few more striking examj^es. Such a circipp^ 
stance^however^ served only forth a frevh 

play ot those uncommon t^ents^ which in bo 
various accidents of war had pkced Maui^ 

"highest rank for military talenu The detoPtaiK 
under count Ernest of Nassau was chiefly, .epn|gC|i||Sj 
Scottish infantry -; and this midl foaoe 
opposed to the impetuoua attack of the whole fdysiifo 



^ iihiiii bodf mite te 
/^^ee to tte i|id ten hi mte of nl^ 

He. Cooiit firtet wee at tek, with 

hm ^ SOO-meii ]dte> Hhioet eu ScottiBh ; and being 


«ilt off fitom the reat of tlie erm;^ wee fbrced^to tte 
111 Oste&dj wldHi town waa in poBeesaiOn of 
tettft of the Btates.' 


The amiy of Albert now mmhed on, flmdled Wtld| 
^ie £rat succesa and confident df final ^ieteyj* Fiite 
Mamioe received them with the coiwage Of a gHIent 
aoldier end the precaution of a conaummate generaL He 
had ^^enaed the fleet pf lihipa of war and tranapoMfy 
artiich had sailed along the coast from Zealand, and 
Und^d aappliea of ammunition and pvoviaioDo, to re« 
teite tem the ahore, so as to leave to his army no 
idi^oe o£ but in victory. The commiaaioaere 

tern the attelt ^ho always accompanied the prince eo 
a council of observation r^er than of Var, hi^ rethod 
to Oatend in great conateruation, to wait the iaaoe of the 
battle which how seemed inevitable. A scene of 
feeling and heroiam waa the next episodef of this inn- 
moraUe day, and throws the charm of natural affeedon 
over those drcumatancea in which glory too seldom 
leaves a place for the softer emotionB of the heart. When 
the patriot army its position, and firmly waiting 

thn advance of the foe, prince Maurice tun^ to iuf 
brother, Frederick Henry, then sixteen years of age, and 
Mvtfil young noblemei^ English, French, and Gennan, 
WtkO Ite him attended on the great captain to leam 
Hie art of war: he pmnted out in a few words the pe» 
ifkniB situstion in which he was placed; declared 
resDhttidn to conquer or periah on the battle-field ; Wd 
jteccwmwnded the boy|ih band to retire to Ostend, and 
watt for some less dHprate occasion, to share ^ to*> 
nmm nr revenge his no. Frederick Henry spumed die 
U^lfolioiiato suggestion, and swore to stand by his bsa- 
^ Him to the last ; and all his young oonqpaniims adopted ^ 
'tea asase generous lesolntion. 

^^Theimj of te states was fteed if mte 


iy ig h%Kh< >(>4 ill Mt iiimt, 

-yon ■ hnw# lU-ha^ai iSbfimmmx^.mi 

wedxuseiM 

aka(Mt leoi^ IM of dM vdtkdsalm 

YMfi MfQpoMd of«tbit TmrhBif:it£ 
IPOopB vhid ma^. ttiem respeotivdy on Dpirnin of #it 
|nM|^(iii|tiiM Europe. Tbe^pomot fBm^oanliiied 
Gcernum, and Swxn, undoM^ 
Otfiis of Louis ' of NaMau, sir Frauds and ib 

]M>inp|^-y«re> brnhera and En^ids offioeors iOf grcut 
4f|^0hd|x^ with o’th^ distinguuhod captaina. Thflr#roh^ 
mhm imidtrOd^Spaaiards^ ItaHaoa^ Wdloons, arnf.lrilil 
m^Jhia.dudca^de4 on by,Mendoxa^ La Berlotta, andlMv 
^ ftibiMeflemiia.^ Both armies were iii the ^^idat atf^ 
oidiaca|diiie, (trained to war by long afea^'^-aiid ^dns- 
atlMtiwdoihe aevaal cauaes whudi Ihey 0$^^ thVtnai 
hifi^flOtpriiicipleirof mthudnim orgiDg on^i^ 

h^htka fafiaticiam on the one hand^ and l|ie We of 
damnd the other. The rival ^nerala rode dong thd^ 
re a pW tt iTne lines/ addressed a few brief seaitenoes of mL 
TOdi dB e ia eni to their mth, and presenriy the bbody eon* 
Mfbegan. ^ 

^ was three o'clock in the afta|jM| when the aroh^ 
dii|e« oominenced the attack. fllPiMlvaneed 
oOHtthaiided by Meiittoza and composed ^ those ioa^, 
motineerB who now resolved to aUme for their miscqiBdn^ 
QBSithed across die aand-hilhi with desperate resolutiflik 
Tli^Boon came into contact with the English 
0lgt mider Frauds Vere, who^as desperately wmmded 
ia^e dUM^. The assault was almost irreMsUldo, Tlut, 
Bjbgfishf borne down by miiDhei^.were forced to giro 
^ h^t the mdn body po|MfflU|^|o ^ 

i%^er«t stuped forwaSl wPByifdy his '* 

HA an in^ of gnmnd mate was gsinod ol;] 
oess^ and pUces s 
‘ in die resoltite orniict of man to man. . 
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exceed diftfday of skill oxid iseorage. JUr 

kmgth the 'Spanish cayalry^ broken by the well^direeted 
fite of the patriot artillery, fel^back on their infantry 
and threw it into coniiision. The arcbdi^e, 0 t the sainc 
instant was wounded by a lance in the cheek, unhorsed, 
aipd forced to quit the held. The report of his deatky 
dl^pithe sight of his war-steed galloping alone across die 
fidid, spread alarm through the royalist ranks. Prince 
Maurice saw and seized on the critical moment. He 
who had so patiently maintained his position for three 
hours of desperate conflict, now knew the crisis for a 
prompt and general advance. He gave the rord and 
led on to the charge, and the victory was at once hia 
own.^ 

The defeat of the royalist army was complete. The 
whole of the artillery, baggage, standards, and ammuni- 
tion, fell into the possession of the c^querors. 'Night 
coining on saved those who fled, and%ie nature of the 
ground prevented the cavalry from consummating the 
destruction of the whole. As far as the conflicting 
accounts of the various historians may be compared and 
calculated on, the royalists had 3000 killed, and among 
them several officers of rank; while the patriot army, 
including those whp fell in the morning action, lost some- 
thing more than Half the number. The archduke, fur- 
nished with a fresh horse, gained Bruges in safety; but 
he only waited there long enough to join his heroic wife, 
with whom he proceeded rapidly to Ghent, and thence 
4o Brussels. Mendoza was wounded and taken prisoner, 
and with difficulty saved by prince Maurice from the fuiy 
of the German auxiliaries. 

The moral effecta^roduced by this victory on the 
Tonquidrers and Vw iiM ihed. and on the state of public 
optoion throughout IKro^, was immense ; but its imt 
mediate ooneequonces were incredibly trifling. Not oak 
ta^t in a military point of view followed an eveat 
which appeared almost decisive of die war. Nieupoct 
wa9 ^gain invested three days after the hatde; bat « 
^ * BcnUvQtUa^ Vtodeirydct, &C. 
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danger^ and Maurice found himaelf forced for want of 
Buppliea to abandon thtf scene of his greatest exploaU 
He returned to Holland^ welcomed by the acclamationa 
his grateful country^ and exciting the jealousy and. 
hatred of all who envied his glory or feared his power* 
Among the sincere and conscientious republicans 
sa; linger to the public liberty in the growing influence 
of a successful soldier, placed at the head of affairs and 
endeared to die people by every hereditary and personal 
daim, was Olden Barneveldt the pensionary ; and from 
this period may be traced the growth of the mutual an-^ 
dpatby which led to the sacrifice of the most virtuoua 
Btatk'^man of Holland, and the eternal disgrace of ita 
hitherto heroic chief. 

'’’he states of the cadiolic provinces assembled at 
Brussels now gave the archdukes to understand dial 
nothing but pead^ could satisfy their wishes or save the 
country from exhaustion ami ruin. Albert saw the rea- 
sonableness of their remonstrances, and attempted to 
carry the great object into effect. The states-general 
listened to his proposals. Commissioners were appointed 
on both sides to treat of tenns. They met at tiergen- 
op-Zoom; but their conferences were broken up almost 
as soon as commenced. The Spanish deputies insisted 
on the submission of the republic to its ancient masters. 
Such a proposal was worse than insulting : it proved 
the inveterate insincerity of those with whom it origin- 
ated, and who knew it could not be entertained for a 
mmnent. Preparations for hostilities were therefore 
commenced on both sides, and the whole of the winter 
was thus employed. 

Early in the spring prince opened the oam- 

fwign at the head of l6',OM diiefly compoidi of 
S&glish and French, who seemed throughout the conteit- 
iu forget their national animoaideB, and to know uu 
rivalry but that of emulation in the of Ebeityw 

iHie town of Rhinberg soon fell into the handt of 
prince. His next attempt was against Bois-le-dnc ; and 
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the siege of this place was aignalised by an erent that 
flavoured of the chivalric contests now going out of 
fashion. A Norman gentlemen of the name of Breaut^^ 
in the service of prince Maurice^ challenged the royalist 
garrison to meet him and twenty of his comrades in arms 
under the walla of the place. The cartel was accepted 
by a Fleming named Abrainzoom^ but better known by 
the epithet Lf‘ck?rbeptje (savoury bit), who, with twenty 
more, met Breaute and his friends. The combat was 
desperate. The Flemish chamj)ioii was killed at the 
first shock by liis Norman challenger : but the latter 
falling into the hands of the enemy, they treacherously 
and cruelly put him to death, in violation of the strict 
conditions of the fight. Prince Maurice was forced to 
raise the siege of Bnis-le-duc, and turn his attention in 
another direction/ 

The archduke Albei't had now resolved to invest 
Ostend, a place of great importance to the United Pro- 
vinces, but little worth to either party in comparison 
with the dreatlful waste of treasure and human life which 
was the consequence of its memorable siege. Sir Francis 
Vere commanded in the place at the period of its dual 
investment; hut governors, garrisons, and hesiegftig 
forces, were renewed and replaced with a rapidity which 
gives one of tlie most frightful instances of the ravages 
of war. The siege of Ostend lasted upwards of tliree 
years. It became a school for the young nobility of all 
Furcqfie, who repairetl to either one or the other party tD 
learn the principles and the practice of attack and defence. 
Every tiling that the art of stratagy could devise was 
resorted to on either side. The slaughter in the various 
assaults, sorties, .and bombardments, was enormous. 
Squadrons at sea gave a double interest to the land 
operations; and the celebrated brothers Frederick and 
Ambrose Spiuola founded their reputation on these op- 
posing elements. Frederick was killed in one of the 
naval combats with the Dutch galleys, and the fame of 
reducing Oatenjl was reserved for Ambrose. Tills afUv- 
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wards celebrated general had under tali en the command 
at the earnest entreaties of the archduke and the king 
Spain, and by the firmness and vigour of his measures 
he revived the courage of the worn-out assailants of the 
place. Redoubled attacks and multiplied mines at length 
reduced the town to a mere mass of ruin, and scarcely 
left its still undaunted garrison sufficient footing on 
which to prolong their desperate defence, Ostend at 
length surrendered, on the 22d of September, 1604, 
and the victors marcher! in over its crumbled walls and 
shattered batteries. Scarcely a vestige of the place re* 
mained beyond those terrible evidences of destruction, 
,JUs ditches filled up witli the rubbish of ramparts, has*- 
pons, and redoubts, left no distinrt line of separation 
between the operations of its attack and its defence. It 
resembled rather a vast sepulchre than a ruined town, a 
mountain of cartli and rubbish, without a single house 
ill which the wrctcheil remnant of tire inhabitants could 
hide their heatls — a monument of desolation on which 
victory might have sat and wept. 

During the progress of this memorable siege queen 
Elizabeth of England had died, after a long and, it 
must be pronounced, a glorious reign ; though the glory 
belongs rather to the nation than to the monarch, whose 
memory is marked with indelible stains of private cru- 
elty, as in the cases of Essex and Mary queen of Scoti, 
and of public wrongs, as in that of her whole system of 
tyranny in Ireland. With respect to the United Pro- 
vinces she was a harsh protectress and a capricious ally. 
She in turns advised them to remain faithful to the old 
impurities of religion and to their intolerable king ; re- 
fused to incorporate them with het own states ,* and 
then used her best efforts for auhjecting them to Iter 
sway. She seemed to take pleasure in the uncertainty 
to which she reduced them, by constant demandi for 
payment of her loans and threats of making peace witk 
Spain. Thus the states-general were not mii^ affected 
i>y the news of her death : and so rqgoiced were they 
at the accession of James 1. to the throne of EngUnd, 
p 3 
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that all the bells of Holland rang out merry peah ; bon- 
fires were set blazing all over the country ; a letter Of 
congratulation was despatched to the nCw monarch ; and 
it was speedily followed by a solemn embassy^ composed 
of prince Frederick Henry, the grand pensionary De 
Barneveldt, and others of the first dignitaries of the 
republic.* These ambassadors were grievously disap- 
pointed at the reception given to them by James, who 
treated them as little better than rebels to their lawful 
king. But this first disposition to contempt and insult 
was soon ovfrcome by the united talents of Barneveldt 
and the great duke of Sully, who was at the same period 
ambassador from France at the English court. The re- 
sult of the negotiations was an agreement between those 
two powers to take the republic under their protection, 
and use their best efforts for obtaining the recognition 
of its independence by Spain, t 

The states-general considered themselves amply re- 
compensed for the loss of Ostend, by the taking of 
Ecluse, Rhynberg, and Grave, all of which had in the 
interval surrendered to prince Maurice ; but they were 
seriously alarmed on finding themselves abandoned 
by king James, who concluded a separate peace with 
Philip HI. of Spain in the month of August this 
year. 'J 

This event gives rise to a question very important to 
the honour of James, and consequently to England itself, 
as the acts of the absolute monarchs of those days must 
be considered as those of the nations which submitted 
to such a form of government. Historians of great au- 
thority § have asserted that it appeared that, by a secret 
agreement, the king^ had expressly reserved the power 
of sending assistance to Holland. Others deny the ex- 
istence of this secret article ; and lean heavily on the 
reputation of James for his conduct in the transaction. || 
It must be considered a very doubtful point, and is to 

• Cerleier/voL fv. p. 495. + Hume, vol. iv, p, 7. ** 

’ t Meteren. ^ Humej vol, vi. p. 28. Rapin, t. vii. p. £8, 

II Ceriiler, t Iv, pp.516, 517. 
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be judged rather by Bubsetiuent events than by any 
direct testimcHiy. 

The two monarchs stipulated in the treaty that nei- 
ther was to give support of any kind to the revolted 
subjects of the other." It is nevertheless true that James 
^d not withdraw his troops from the service of the 
States ; but he authorised the Spaniards to levy soldiers 
in England. The United Provinces were at once 
afflicted and indignant at this equivocal conduct. Their 
first impulse was to deprive the English of the liberty 
of navigating the Scheldt. They even arwsted the pro- 
gress of several of their merchant ships. But soon after^ 
gratified at finding that James received their deputy 
with the title of ambassador, they resolved to dissimu- 
late their resentment. 

Prince Maurice and Spinola now took the field with 
their respective armies ; and a rapid series of operations 
placing them in direct contact, displayed their talents in 
the most striking points of view. The first steps on 
the part of the prince were a new invasion of Flanders, 
and an attempt on Antwerp, which he hoped to carry 
before the Spanish army could arrive to its succour. 
But the promptitude and sagacity of Spinola defeated 
this plan, which Maurice was obliged to abandon after 
some loss ; while the royalist general resolved to sig- 
nalise himself by some important movement, and, ere 
his design was suspected, he had penetrated into the 
province of Overyssel, and thus retorted his rival's fa- 
vourite measure of carrying the war into the enemy's 
country. Several towns were rapidly reduced ; but 
Maurice flew towards the threatened provinces, and by 
his active measures forced Spinola to fall back on the 
Rhine and take up a position near Roeroord *, where 
he was impetuously attacked by the Dutch army. But 
the cavalry having followed up too slowly the orders of 
Maurice, his hope of surprising the royalists were frus- 
trate(f; and the Spanish forces, gaining time by this 
hesitation, soon changed the fortune of the day. The 

* Grotlus, lib. xiv, 
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Putdh cmvalry shamefully took to flighty despite tiw 
gallant endea^urs of both Maurice and his brother 
Frederick Henry ; and at this juncture a large rein- 
forcement of Spaniards 'arrived under the command of 
Velasco. Maurice now brought forward some com- 
panies of English and French infantry under Horatio 
Vere and D’Omervillej also a distinguished officer. The 
battle was again fiercely renewed j and the Spaniards 
now gave way, and had been completely defeated^ had 
tu)t Spinola put in practice an old and generally suc- 
cessful strata^en:: He caused almost all the drums of 
his army to beat in one direction, so as to give the im- 
pression that a still larger reinforcement was approach- 
ing. Maurice, apprehensive that the former panic might 
find a parallel in a fresh one, prudently ordered a re- 
treat, which he was able to effect in good order, in 
preference to risk^g the total disorganisation of his 
troops. The loss on each side was nearly the same; but 
the glory of this hard-fought day remained on the side 
of Spinola, who proved himself a worthy successor of 
the great duke of Parma, and an antagonist with whom 
Maurice might contend without dishonour, * 

The naval transactions of this year restored the ba- 
lance which Spiiiola’s successes had begun to turn in 
favour of the royalist cause. A squadron of ships, com- 
manded by Hautain admiral of Zealand, attacked a 
superior force of Spanish vessels close to Dover, and 
defeated them with considerable loss. But the victory 
was sullied by an act of great barbarity. All the sol-* 
diers found on board the captured ships were tied two 
and two and mercilessly fiung into the sea. Some con- 
trived to extricate themselves, and gained the shote 
by swimming ; others were pisked up by the English 
boats, whose crews witnessed the scene and hastened 
to their relief. The generous Bntieh seamen could 
not remain neuter in such a moment, nor repress their 
ind^natioB against those whom they'^tiad 
bmg comiilteiM as friends. The Dutch v^ajaela pitr«* 

* Grotius, Hiflt lib. xiv. 
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SQhig^ those of Spain which fled into Dover harbour were 
fired on by the cannon of the castle and forced to give 
up the chase. The English loudly complained that th« 
Dutch had on this occasion violated their territory ; and 
this transaction laid the foundation of the quarrel which 
subsequently broke out between England and the re- 
publicj and which the jealousies of rival merchants in 
either state unceasingly fomented. In this year also the 
Dutch succeeded in capturing the chief of the Dunkirk pri- 
vateerSj which had so long annoyed their trade ; and they 
cruelly ordered sixty of the prisoners to be^put to death. 
But the people^ more humane than the authorities^ res- 
cued them from the executioners and set them free. * 
But these domestic instances of success and inhuma- 
nity were triflings in comparison with the splendid train 
of distant events^ accompanied by a course of wholesale 
benevolence that redeemed the traits ^f petty guilt. The 
maritime enterprises of Holland^ forced by the impru- 
dent policy of Spain to seek a wider career than in the 
narrow seas of Europe, were day by day extended in 
the Indies. To ruin if possible their increasing trade, 
Philip III. sent out the admiral Hurtado, with a fleet 
of eight galleons and thirty-two galleys. The Dutch 
squadron of five vessels, commanded by Wolfert Her- 
manszoon, attacked them off the coast of Malabar, and 
his tenierity was crowned with great success. He took 
two of their vessels, and completely drove the remainder 
from the Indian seas. He then concluded a treaty with 
natives of the isle of Banda, by which he promised 
to support them against the Spaniards and Portuguese, 
on condition that they were to give his fellow-country- 
mm the exclusive privilege of purchasing the spices of 
the island. This treaty wks the foundation of the influ- 
ence which the Dutch so soon succeeded in forming iti 
the East Indies ; and they established it by a candid, 
mild,, and tolerant conduct, strongly contrast^ with the 
pride i^ hagotry which had signalised every act of Jhe 
Fertugueae and Spaniards. ^ 

* CeriBter. 
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The prodi^ou^ success of the Indian trade occasioned 
numerous societies to be formed all through the repub- 
lic, But by their great number they became at length 
injurious to each other. The spirit of speculation was 
pushed too far ; and the merchants^ who paid enormous 
prices for India goods, found themselves forced to sell 
in Europe at a loss. Many of those societies were too 
weak, in military force as well as in capital, to resist the 
armed competition of the Spaniards, and to support 
themselves in their disputes with the native princes. 
At length the states- general resolved to unite the whole 
of these scattered partnerships into one grand company, 
which was soon organised on a solid basis, that led ere 
long to incredible wealth at home, and a rapid succession 
of conquests in the East.* 


CHAP. XVJ. 

1606— 1619. 

TO THE SYNOD AT DORT AND THE EXECUTION OF BARNEVELDT, 

The states-general now resolved to confine their mili- 
tary operations to a war merely defensive. Spinqlahad, 
by his conduct during the late campaign, completely re- 
vived the spirits of the Spanish troops, and excited at 
least the caution of the Dutch. He now threatened the 
United Provinces with invasion ; and he exerted his uR 
most efforts to raise the supplies necessary for the exe- 
cution of his plan. He not only exhausted the resources 
of thekingof Spain and the arcWuke, but obtained money 
on his private account from aiff those usurers who were 
tempted by his confident anticipations of conquest. He 
soon equipped two armies of about 12,000 men each. 
At the head of one of those he took the field ; the other, 
commanded by the count of Bucquoi, was deaiijiad to 
join him in the neighbourhood of Utrecht ; and he was 

* Hliche6B€ 1a HoUande, Lip. 161, &c. 
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then resolved to push forward with the whde united 
force into the very heart of the republic. 

Prince Maurice in the mean time concentrated his 
army, amounting to 12^000 men^ and prepared to make 
head against his formidable opponents. By a succession 
of the most prudent manoeuvres he contrived to keep 
Spinolain checkj disconcerted all his projectSj and forced 
him to content himself with the capture of two or three 
towns — a comparatively insignificant conquest. Desiring 
to wipe away the disgrace of this discomfiture^ and to 
risk every thing for the accomplishment of his grand 
design^ Spinola used every method to provoke the prince 
to a battle, even though a serious mutiny among his 
troops, and the impossibility of forming a junction with 
Bucquoi, had reduced his force below that of Maurice ; 
but the latter, to the surprise of all who expected a deci- 
sive blow, retreated from before the Italian general — aban- 
doning the tpwn of Groll, which immediately fell into 
Spinola's power, and giving rise to manifold conjectures 
and infinite discontent at conduct so little in unison 
with his wonted enterprise and skill. Even Henry IV. 
acknowledged it did not answer the expectation he had 
formed from Maurice's splendid talents for war.’^ The 
fact seems to he, that the prince, much as he valued 
victory, dreaded peace more; and that he was resolved 
to avoid a decisive blow, which, in putting an end to the 
contest, would at the same time have decreased the in- 
dividual influence in the state, which his ambition now 
urged him to augment by every possible means. 

The Dutch naval expeditions this year were not more 
brilliant than those on land. Admiral Hautain, with 
twenty ships, was surprised off Cape St. Vincent by the 
Spanish fleet. The forrmdable appearance of their gal- 
leons inspired on this occasion a perfect panic among the 
Dutch sailors. They hoisted their sails and fled, with 
the exception of one ship, commanded by vice-admiral 
Klaaxoon, whose desperate conduct saved the national 
honour. Having held out until his vessel was quite 

* Sully 's Mem. t. iil. p. 66. 
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unmanageable^ and almost his 'wliole crew killed or 
wounded^ he prevailed on the rest to agree to the re- 
solution he had formed, knelt dpwn on the deck, and 
putting up a brief prayer for pardon for the act, thrust 
a light into the powder magazine, and was instantly 
blown up with his companions. Only two men were 
snatched from the sea by the Spaniards ; and even these, 
dreadfully lJurnt and mangled, died in the utterance of 
curses on the enemy.* 

This disastrous occurrence was soon, however, for- 
gotten in the rejoicings for a brilliant victory gained the 
following year by Heemskirk, so celebrated for his voyage 
to Nova Zembla, and by his conduct in the East. Hei 
set sail from the ports of Holland in the month of March, 
determined to signalise himself by some great exploit, 
now necessary to redeem the disgrace which had begun 
to sully the reputation of the Dutch navy. He soon got 
intelligence that the Spanish fleet lay at anchor in the 
bay of Gibraltar, and he speedily prepared to offer them 
battle^ Before the combat began he held a council of 
war, and addressed the officers in an energetic speech, in 
which he displayed the imperative call on their valour to 
conquer or die in the approaching conflict. He led on 
to the action in his own ^lip ; and, to the astonishment 
, of both fleets, he bore right down against the enormous 
galleon in which the flag of the Spanish admiral in chief 
was hoisted. D’ Avila Tould scarcely believe the evidence 
of his eyes at this audacity: he at first burst into laughter 
at the notion ; but as Heemskirk approached he cut hip 
cables, and attempted to escape under the shelter of the 
towiT. The heroic Dutchman pursued him through the 
whole of the Spanish fleet, and soon forced him to actiom 
' At the second broadside Heemskirk had his left leg car- 
ried oflT by a cannon ball, and he almost instantly died, 
eichorting his crew to seek for consolation in the defeat 
of the enemy. Verhoef, the captain of the ship, con- 
cealed the admiral's death; and the whole fleet continued 
"‘the action with a valour worthy the spirit, in which it waa 

. * Cerialer. 
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commenced. The victory was soon decided : four of tha 
Spanish galleons were sunk or burnedj the remainder 
fled ; and the citizens of Cadiz trembled with the appre- 
hension of sack and pillage. But the death of Heems- 
kirkj when made known to the surviving victors^ seemed 
completely to paralyse them : they attempted nothing 
further ; but sailing back to HoDand with the body of 
their lamented chiefs thus paid a greater tribute to his 
importance than was to be found in the mausoleum 
erected to his memory in the city of Amsterdam.* 

The news of this battle reaching Brussels before it 
was known in Holland, contributed not a little to quicken 
the anxiety of the archdukes for peace. The king of 
Spain, worn out by the war which drained his treasury, 
had for some time ardently desired it. The Portuguese 
made loud complaints of the ruin that threatened their 
trade and their East Indian colonies.t The Spanish 
ministers were fatigued with the apparently interminable 
contest which baffled all their calculations. J Spinola, 
even in the midst of his brilliant career, found himself 
BO overwhelmed with debts, and so oppressed by the 
reproaches of the numerous creditors who were ruined 
by his default of payment, that he joined in the general 
demand for repose. § In the month of May, l607j pro- 
posals were made by the archdukes, in compliance with 
the general desire; and their two plenipotentiaries. Van 
Wittenhorst and Gevaerts, repaired to the Hague. 

Public opinion in the United States was divided on 
this important question. An instinctive hatred against 
the Spaniards, and long habits of warfare, influenced the 
great mass of the people to consider any overture for 
peace as some wily artifice aimed at their religion and 
liberty.* War seemed to open inexhaustible sources of 
wealth; while peace seemed to threaten the extkicdon of 
the courage, which was now as much a habit as war ap- 
peared to be a want. This reasoning was pardculaiiy 
convincing to prince Maurice, whose fame, with a UogQ 
portion of his authority and revenues, depended on the 

* VandervyDCt" «t GMiua. t Bi^tivogUo, ) CerUicx, 
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continuance of hostilities : it was ||so stroiigly relived 
and supported in Zealand generally j and in the chief 
towns which dreaded the rivalry of Antwerp, But those 
who bore the burden of the war saw the subject under ^ 
different aspect*: they feared that the present state of 
things would lead to their conquest by the enemyj •of 
to the ruin of thek liberty by the'^ growing power of 
Maurice. They hoped that peace would consolidate 
the republic and cause the reduction of the debt, which 
now amounted to 26,000,000 florins. At the head of 
the party who so reasoned was De Barneveldt ; and hia 
name is a guarantee with posterity for the wisdom of 
the opinion. . . 

To allow the violent opposition to subside, and topre^ 
vent any explosion of party feuds, the prudent Barneveldt 
suggested a mere suspension of arms, during which the 
permanent interests ot both states might be calmly dis- 
cussed : he even undertook to obtain Maurice's consent 
to the armistice. The prince listened to his arguments/ 
and was apparently convinced by them. He, at any: 
rate, sanctioned the proposal ; but he afterwards com- 
plained that Barneveldt had deceived him, in representing 
tile negotiation as a feint for the purpose of persuading 
the kings of France and England to give greater aid to 
the republic.t It is more than likely that Maurice 
reckoned on the improbability of Spain's consenting to 
the terms of the proposed treaty ; and, on that chance, 
withdrew an opposition which could scarcely be ascribed 
to any but motives of personal ambition. It is, however, 
certain that his discontent at this transaction, either with 
himself or Barneveldt, laid the foundation of that hiUMi 
enmity which proved fatal^to the life of the latter, ami 
covered his own name, otherwise glorious, with undying 
reproach. 

The United Provinces positively refused to admit even 
the commencement of a negotiation without the absolute 
recognition of their independence by the archdukes. A 
new ambassador was accordingly chosen on the part of 
• Bentiv'oglio. ^ t CcriBier. * ' ^ 
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lihese sovereigns^ empowered to concede this inv* 
portant admission. This person attracted considerable 
attention^ from his well-known qualities as an able di- 
plomatist. He was a monk of the order of St. Francisj 
named John de.Neyen^ a native of Antwerp, and a per- 
as well versed in court intrigue as in the studies of 
the cloister. He, in the first instatfbe^ repaired secretly 
to the Hague ; and had several private interviews with 
prince Maurice and Barneveldt, before he was regularly 
introduced to the states-general in his official character. 
Two different journeys were undertaken by this agent 
between the Hague and Brussels, before he could succeed 
in obtaining a perfect understanding as to the specific 
views of the archdukes. The suspicions of the states- 
general seem fully justified by the dubious tone of the 
various communications, which avoided the ifirect admis- 
sion of the required preliminary as to the independence 
of the United Provinces. It was at length concluded 
in explicit terms; and a suspension of arms for eight 
months was the immediate consequence, 

But the negotiation for peace was on the point of 
being completely broken, in consequence of the conduct 
of Neyen, who justified every doubt of his sincerity by 
an attempt to corrupt Aarsens the greffier of the states- 
gcneralj or at least to influence his conduct in the pro- 
gress of the treaty. Neyen presented him^ in the name 
of the archdukes, and as a token of his est^m, with a 
diamond of great value and a bond for 50,000 crowna. 
Aarsens accepted these presents with the approbation 
of prince Maurice, to whom he had confided the cir- 
tSHimstance, and who was no doubt delighted at what 
promised a rupture to the negotiations. Verreiken, a 
counsellor of state, who assisted Neyen in his diplomatic 
labours, was formally summoned before the assembled 
fltates-general, and there Barneveldt handed to him the 
diamond and the bond ; and at the same time read 
A lecture of true republican severity on the sul^ect. 
Verreiken was overwhelmed by the violent attack : he 
denied the authority of Njby^ for the measure he had 
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taken ; and remarked, that it net eurprising that 
monks, naturally interested and avaricious, judged others 
by themselveB/' * This repudiation of Neyen's sus- 
picious conduct seems to have satisikd the stern resent- 
ment of Barneveldt, and the party which so earnestly 
laboured for peace. In spite of ^ the opposition of 
Maurice and his pd*^sans, the negotiation went on. 

In the month of January, 1608, the various ambas- 
sadors were assembled at the Hague. Spinola was the 
-chief of the plenipotentiaries appointed by the king of 
Spain; and Jeannin, president of the parliament of 
Dijon, a man of rare endowments, represented France. 
Prince Maurice, accompanied by his brother Frederick 
Henry, the various counts of Nassau his cousins, and 
a numerous escort, advanced some distance to meet 
Spinola, conveyed him to the Hague in his own carriage, 
and lavished on him all the attentions reciprocally dtie 
between two such renowned captains during the sus- 
pension of their rivalry. The president Richardst was, 
with Neyen and Verreiken, ambassador from the arch^ 
dukes; but Barneveldt * and Jeannin appear to have 
played the chief parts in the important transaction which 
now filled all Europe with anxiety. Every state was more 
or less concerned in the result ; and the three great mo- 
narchies of England, France, and Spain, had all a vital 
interest at stake. The conferences, were therefore fre- 
quent; and the debates assumed a great variety of 
aspects, which long kept the civilised world in suspense. 

King James was extremely jealous of the more pro- 
minent part taken by the French atpbassadors, and of 
the subaltern consideration held by his own envoys, 
Winwood and Spencer, in consequence of the disfavour 
in which he himself was held by the Dutch people. It 
appears evident that, whether deservedly or the contrary, 
England was at this period unpopular in the United 
Provinces, while France was looked up to with the great- 
est enthusiasm. This is not surprising, when we com- 
pare the characters of Henry IV. and James I., bearing 

* JeumiOa toL i. ^ SOS. Si3. f VBUdervynct. 
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in mind how much o# national reputation at the time 
depended on the personal conduct of kings ; and how 
political situations influence^ if they do not create, the 
virtues and vices of a people. Independent of the sus- 
picions of his being altogether unfavourable to the de- 
claration required by the United Provinces from Spain, 
to which James’s conduct had given rise, he had estab- 
lished some exactions which greatly embarrassed their 
fishing expeditions on the coasts of England. 

The main points for discussion, and on which de- 
pended the decision for peace or war, were those which 
concerned religion ; and the demand, on the part of Spain, 
that the United Provinces should renounce all claims to 
the navigation of the Indian seas. * Philip required for 
the catholics of the United Provinces the free exercise of 
their religion ; this was opposed by the states-general ; 
and- the archduke Albert, seeing the impossibility of 
carrying that point, despatched his confessor Fra Inigo 
de Briznella to Spain. This Dominican was furnished 
with the written opinion of several theologians, that the 
king might conscientiously slur over the article of re- 
ligion ; and he was the more successful with Philip, as 
the duke of Lerma, his prime minister, was resolved tu 
accomplisli the peace at any price, t The conferences 
at the Hague were therefore not interrupted on this 
question ; but they went on slowly, months being con- 
sumed in discussions on articles of trifling importance. 
They were, however, resumed in the month of August 
with greater vigour. It was announced that the king of 
Spain abandoned the question respecting religion ; but 
that it was in the certainty that his moderation would be 
recompensed by ample concessions on that of the Indian 
trade, on which he was inexorable. This article became 
the rock on which the whole negotiation eventually split. 
The court of Spain on the one hand, and the states- 
general on the other, inflexibly maintained their opposing 
claims. It was in vain that the ambassadors turned 
and twisted the subject with all the subtleties of diplo- 

* Vandervynct. t Idem. 
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macy. Every possible expedient 'was used to shake the 
determination of the Dutch. But the influence of the 
East India company^ the islands of Zealand^ and the 
city of Amsterdam, prevailed over all. Reports of the 
avowal on the part of the king of Spain, that he would 
never renounce his title to the sovereignty of the United 
Provinces, unless they abandoned the Indian navigation 
and granted the free exercise of religion, threw the 
whole diplomatic corps into confusion ; and on the 25th 
of August, the states-general SManounced to the marquis 
of Spinola and the other ambassadors, that the congress 
was dissolved, and that all hopes of peace were aban- 
doned. * 

Nothing seemed now likely to prevent the immediate 
renewal of hostilities, when the ambassadors of France 
and England proposed the mediation of their respective 
masters for the conclusion of a truce for several years. 
The king of Spain and the archdukes were well satisfied 
to obtain even this temporary cessation of the war ; but 
prince Maurice and a portion of the Provinces strenu- 
ously opposed the proposition. The French and Eng- 
lish ambassadors, however, in concert with Barneveldt, 
who steadily maintained his influence, laboured inces- 
santly to overcome those difficulties ; and finally suc- 
ceeded in overpowering all opposition to the truce. A 
new congress was agreed on, to assemble at Antwerp 
for the consideration of the conditions ; and the states- 
general agreed to remove from the Hague to Bergen-op- 
Zoom, to be more witliin reach and ready to co-operate 
in the negociation- 

But, before matters assumed this favourable turn, 
discussions and disputes had intervened^ on several oo 
casions to render fruitless every effort of those who so 
incessantly laboured for the great causes of humanity 
and the general good. On one occasion Barneveldt, 
disgusted with the opposition of prince Maurice and his 
partisans, had actually resigned his employments ; but 
brought back by the solicitations of the states-generalj 
* GrotiufL, lib. xviL p. 548. 
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and reconciled to Maurice by the intervention of Jeannin, 
the negotiations for the truce were resumed; and^ under 
the auspices of the ambassadors^ they were happily ter- 
minated. After two years’ delay^ this long wished for 
truce was concluded and signed on the fhh of April j 
1609, to continue for the space of twelve years. * 

This celebrated treaty contained thirty-two articles ; 
and its fulhlment on either side was guaranteed by the 
kings of France and England. Notwithstanding the 
time taken up in previotfS discussions, the treaty is one 
of the most vague and unspecific state papers that exist. 
The archdukes, in their own names anti in that of the 
king of Spain, declared the United Provinces to be free 
and independent states, on which they renounced all 
claim whatever. By the third article each party was 
to hold respectively the places which they possessed at 
the commencement of the armistice. The fourth and 
fifth articles grant to the republic, but in a phraseology 
obscure and even doubtful, the right of navigation and 
free trade to the Indies. The eighth contains all that 
regards the exercise of religion ; and the remaining 
clauses are wholly relative to points of internal trade, 
custom-house regulations, and matters of private in- 
terest. t 

Ephemeral and temporary as this peace appeared, it 
was received with almost universal demonstrations of 
joy by the population of the Netherlands in their two 
grand divisions. Every one seemed to turn towards 
the enjoyment of tranquillity with the animated com- 
posure of tired labourers looking forward to a day of rest 
and sunshine. This truce brought a calm of compara- 
iive happiness upon the country, which an almost unre- 
mitting tempest had desolated for nearly half a century ; 
and, after so long a series of calamity, all the national 
advantages of social life seemed about to settle on the 
land. The attitude which the United Provinces assumed 
at this period was indeed a proud one. They were not 
jsow compelled to look abroad and solicit other states to 

• Jeannin. Grotius. Bentiyoglio. VanderryncU f Vanderrynct 
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become their masters. They had forced their old tyrants 
to acknowledge their independence ; to come and ask 
for peace on their own ground ; and to treat with them 
on terms of no doubtful equality. They had already 
become so flourishing^ so powerful^ and so envied^ that 
they who had so lately excited but compassion from the 
neighbouring states were now regarded with such jea- 
lousy as rivalsj unequivocally equals may justly inspire 
in each other. 

The ten southern provinceSj^iiow confirmed under the 
sovereignty of the house of Austria^ and from this period 
generally distinguished by the name of Belgium^ imme- 
diately begaiij like the northern division of the country^ 
to labour for the great object of repairing the dreadful 
sufferings caused by their long and cruel war. Their 
success was considerable. Albert and Isabella, their 
sovereigns, joined to considerable probity of character 
and talents for government, a fund of humanity which 
led tliem to unceasing acts of benevolence. The whole 
of their dominions quickly began to recover from the 
ravages of war. Agriculture and the minor operations 
of trade resumed all their wonted activity. But the ma- 
nufactures of Flanders were no more ; and the grander 
exercise of commerce seemed finally removed to Amster- 
dam and the other chief towns of Holland.* 

This tranquil course of prosperity in the Belgian pro- 
vinces was only once interrupted during the whole con- 
tinuance of the twelve years’ truce, and that was in the 
year following its commencement. The death of the 
duke of Cleves and Juliers, in this year, gave rise to 
serious disputes for the succession to his states, which 
was claims by several of the princes of Germany. The 
elector of Brandenburg and the duke of Neubourg were 
seconded both by France and the United Provinces ; and 
a joint army of both nations, commanded by prince 
Maurice and the marshal de la Chatre, was marched into 
the county of Cleves. t After taking possession of the 
town of Juhersj the allies retired, leaving the two 

• Vandervynct f Meteren. 
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princes above mentioned in a partnership possession of the 
disputed states. But this joint sovereignty did not satisfy 
the ambition of either, and serious divisions arose be- 
tween them, each endeavouring to strengthen himself by 
foreign alliances. The archdukes Albert and Isuhclla 
were drawn into the quarrel ; and they despatched Spi- 
nola at the head of 20,000 men to support the duke of 
Neubourg, whose pretensions they countenanced. Prince 
Maurice, with a Dutch army, advanced on the other 
hand to uphohl the claims of the elector of Branden- 
burg. Both generals took possession of several towns; 
and this double expedition offered the singular spectacle 
of two opposing armies, acting in different interests, 
making conquests, and dividing an important inherit- 
ance, without the occurrence of one act of hostility to 
each other.’’^ But the interference of the court of Ma- 
drid had nearly been the cause of a new rupture. The 
greatest alarm was excited in the Belgic provinces ; and 
nothing but the prudence of the archdukes and the for- 
bearance of the states-general could liavc succcedcMl in 
averting the threatened evil. 

"With the exception of this bloodless mimicry of war, 
the United Provinces presented for the space of twelve 
years a long continued picture of peace, as the term is 
generally received : hut a peace so disfigured by intes- 
tine troubles, and so stained by actions of despotic cru- 
elty, that the period which should have been that of its 
greatest happiness becomes but an example of its worst 
disgrace. 

The assassination of Henry IV., in the year 1 bOP, 
was a new instance of the bigoted atrocity which reigned 
paramount in Europe at the time ; and whilst robbing 
France of one of its best monarchs, it deprived the United 
Provinces of their truest and most powerful friend. 
Henry has, from his own days to the present, found a 
ready eulogy in all who value kings in proportion as they 
are distinguished by heroism, without ceasing to evince 
the feelings of humanity. Henry seems to have gone as 

* Relaziunc del Card. Bentivo^lio. 

0 3 



230 HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS. l6l0. 

far as man can go, to combine wisdom, dignity, and cou- 
rage, with all those endearing qualities of private life 
which alone give men a prominent hold upon the sym- 
pathies of their kind. We acknowledge his errors, his 
faults, his follies, only to love him the better. We ad- 
mire his valour and generosity, without being shocked 
by cruelty or disgusted by profusion. M^e look on his 
greatness without envy ; and in tracing his whole ca- 
reer wx' seem to walk hand in hand beside a dear com- 
panion, rather than to follow footsteps of a mighty 
monarch. 

But tlie death of this powerful supporter of their 
efforts for freedom, and the chief guarantee for its con- 
tinuance, was a trifling calamity to the United Pro- 
vinces, in comparison with the rapid fall from the true 
point of glory so painfully exhibited in the conduct of 
their own domestic champion. It had been well for 
prince Maurice of Nassau that the last shot fired by the 
defeated Spaniards in the battle of Nieuport had struck 
him dead in the moment of his greatest victory, and 
on the summit of his fame. From that celebrated 
day he had performed no deed of war that could raise 
his reputation as a soldier, and all his acts as stadt- 
holder were calculated to sink him below the level of 
civil virtue and just government. Ilis two campaigns 
against Spinola had redounded more to the credit of his 
rival than to his own ; and his whole conduct during 
the negotiation for the truce too plainly betrayed the 
unworthy nature of his ambition, founded on despotic 
princiiiles. It was his misfortune to have been so com- 
pletely thrown out of the career for which he had been 
designed by nature and education. War was his element, 
By his genius, he improved it as a science ; by his valour, 
he was one of those who raised it from the degradation 
of a trade to the dignity of a passion. But when removed 
from the camp to the council-room, he became all at 
once a common man. His frankness degenerated into 
roughness ; his decision into despotism j his courage 
into cruelty. He gave a new proof of the melancholy 
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facty that circunivstances may transform the most appa- 
rent qualities of virtue into those opposite vices between 
which human wisilom is baffleil when it attempts to 
draw a deciderl and invariable line. 

Opposed to Maurice in almost every one of his acts 
was, as we have already seen, Barneveldt, one of the 
truest patriots of any time or country ; anti, with the 
exception of William the fp-eat prince of Oranpe, the 
most eminent citizen to whom the affairs of the Nether- 
lands have given celeboty- A hunilrcd i>ens have la- 
boured to do honour to tlhis truly virtuous man.* Ilis 
greatness has found a record in every act of his life ; 
and his death, like that of William, though rlifferently 
accomplished, was equally a martyrdom for the liberties 
of his country. We cannot enter miputely into the 
train of circLimstances which for several years brought 
IVIaurice and Barneveldt into perpetual concussion with 
each other. Long after the completion of the truce, 
which the latter so mainly aiiled in accomplishing, every 
minor point in the domestic affairs of the republic seemed 
merged in the conflict between the stadtholder and the 
pensionary. Without attempting to specify tliese, we 
may say generally, that almost every one redounded to 
the flisgrace of the prince and the honour of the patriot. 
But the main question of agitation was the fierce dispute 
wdiich soon broke out betw een tw'o jirofcssors of theology 
of the university of Leyden, Francis (iomar and James 
Arminius. We do not regret on this occasion that our 
confined limits spare us the task of recording in iletail 
controversies on points of speculative doctrine far beyond 
the reach of the human understanding, and therefore 
presumptuous, and the decision of which cannot Ik; re- 
garded as of vital importance by those who justly esti- 
mate the grand principles of Christianity. The whole 
strength of the intellects which had long been engaged 
in the conflict for national and religious liberty, was now 
directetl to metaphysical theology, and wasted upon 
interminable disputes about predestination and grace. 

* Aubery, Mem. Ccrwier, 8cc. 
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Bameveldt enrolled himself among the partisans of Ar- 
minius; Maurice became a Gomarist. 

It was^ however, scarcely to be wondered at, that a 
country so recently deliveretl from slavery both in church 
and state should run into wild excesses of intolerance, 
before sectarian principles were thoroughly understood 
and definitively fixed. PeTsecutions of various kinds 
were indulged in against papists, anabaptists, Socinians, 
and all the shades of doctrine into which Christianity 
had split. Every minister who, in the milder spirit of 
Lutheranism, strove to moderate the rage of Calvinistic 
enthusiasm, was openly denounced by its partisans; and 
one, named Gaspard Koolhaas, was actually excommu- 
nicated by a synod, and denounced in plain terms to the 
devil. * Arminiua had been appointed professor at Ley- 
den in lG05, for the mildness of his doctrines, which 
were joined to most affable manners, a happy temper, 
and a purity of conduct which no calumny could suc- 
cessfully traduce, t 

His colleague Gomar, a native of Bruges, learned, 
violent, and rigid in sectarian points, soon became jea- 
lous of the more popular professor^s influence. A fu- 
rious attack on the latter was answered by recrimination; 
and the whole battery of theological authorities was re- 
ciprocally ilischarged by one or other of the disputants. 
The states-general interfered between them : they 
were summone<l to appear before the council of state ; 
and grave politicians listened for hours to the dispute. 
Arminius obtained the advantage, by the apparent rea- 
son ableness of his creed, and the gentleness and moder- 
ation of his conduct. He was meek, while Gomar was 
furious ; and many of the listeners declared that they 
would rather die with the charity of the former than in 
the faith of the latter. A second hearing was allowed 
them before the states of Holland. Again Arminius took 
the lead ; and the controversy went on unceasingly, till 
this amiable man, worn out by his exertions and the 
presentiment of the evil which these disputes were en- 

L • Brandt, Hist du Reform. f Bayle, art Arminius. 
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gendering for his country^ expired in his 49th year^ 
piously persisting in ^lis opinions. * 

The Gomarists now loudly called for a national synod^ 
to regulate the points of faith. The ArminianH remon- 
strated on various grounds, and thus acquired the name 
of Remonstrants, by which they were soon generally 
distinguished. The most deplorable contests ensued. 
Serious riots occurred in several of the towns of Hol- 
land ; and James I. of England could not resist the 
temptation of entering the polemical lists, as a champion 
of orthodoxy and a decided Gomarist. His hostility 
was chiefly directed against Vorstius, the successor and 
disciple of Arminius. He pretty strongly recommended 
the states-general to have him burned for heresy, t His 
inveterate intolerance knew no bounds ; and it completed 
the melancholy picture of absurdity which the whole 
affair presents to reasonable minds. J 

In this dispute, which occupied and agitated all, it 
was impossible that Barneveldt should not choose the con- 
genial temperance and toleration of Arminius. Maurice, 
with probably no distinct conviction, or much interest 
in the abstract differences on either side, joinecl the 
Gomarists. § His motives were purely temi)Oral ; for 
the party he espousL'd was now decidedly as much poli- 
tical as religious. King James rewarderl him by con- 
ferring on him the riband of the order of the (larter 
vacant by the death of Henry IV. of France.|| The 
ceremony of investment was performed with great pomp 
by the English ambassador at the Hague; and James 
and Maurice entered from that time into a closer and 
more uninterrupted correspondence than before.^ 

During the long continuance of the theological dis- 
putes, the United Provinces had nevertheless made rapid 
strides towards commercial greatness; and the year ihlf) 
witnessed the completion of an affair which was consi- 


• Bert, Drat, fuiieb, + Kiin? W'orkg, p. 
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dered the consolidation of their independence. This 
important matter was the recovery of the towns of 
Brill e and Flessinf^e, and the fort^nf Rammekins^ which 
had been placed in the hands of the English as security 
for the loan granted to the republic by queen Elizabeth. 
The whole merit of the transaction was due to the per- 
severance and address of Barneveldt acting on the weak- 
ness and the embarrassments of king James. Religious 
contention did not so fully occupy Barneveldt^ but that 
he kept a constant eye on political concerns. He was 
well informed on all that passed in the English court : 
he knew the wants of James^ and was «iware of his efforts 
to bring about the marriage of his son with the infanta 
of Spain. The danger of such an alliance was eviilent 
to the penetrating Barneveldt^ who saw in perspective the 
probability of the wily Spaniarifs obtaining from the 
English monarch possession of the strong places in ques- 
tion. He therefore resolved on obtaining their recovery j 
and his great care was to get them back with a con- 
siderable abatement of the enormous debt for wbich they 
stood pledged^ and which now amounted to SjOOOjOOO 
florins.* 

Barneveldt commenced his operations by sounding the 
needy monarch through the medium of Noel Caron^ the 
amhassailor from the states-general ; and he next ma- 
naged so as that James himself should offer to give up 
the townsj thereby allowing a fair pretext to the states 
for claiming a diminution of the debt. The English 
garrisons were unpaid; and their complaints brought 
down a strong remonstrance from James, and excuses 
from the states, founded on the poverty of their financial 
resources. The negotiation rapidly went on, in the same 
spirit of avidity on the part of the king, and of good ma- 
nagement on that of his debtors. It was finally agreed 
that the states should pay in full of the demand 2,728,000 
florins (about 2.50,000^. sterling), being about one third 
of the debt. Prince Maurice repaired to the cautionary 
towns in the month of June, and received them at the 


* Cerisier. 
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hands of the English governors ; the garrisons at the 
same time entering into the service of the republic.* 

The accomplishment of this measure afforded the 
highest satisfaction to the United States. It caused in- 
finite discontent in England; and JameSj with the com- 
mon injustice of men who make a bad bargain, (even 
though its conditions be of their owm seeking, and suited 
to their own convenience,) turned his own self-dissatis- 
faction into bitter hatred against him whose watcliful 
integrity hatl successfully laboured for his country's good. 
Barneveldt’s leaning towards France anrl the Arminians 
filled the measure of James's unworthy enmity, t Its 
effects were soon apparent, on the arrival at the Hague 
of Carleton, who succeeded Winwood as James's am- 
bassador. The haughty pretensions of this diplomatist, 
whose attention seemed turned to theological disputes 
rather than politics, gave great disgust; and he contri- 
buted not a little to the persecution 'which led to the 
tragical end of Barneveldt’s valuable life. ;{: 

"While this indefatigable patriot was busy in relieving 
his country from its dependency on England, his enemies 
accused him of the wish to reduce it once more to Span- 
ish tyranny. Francis Aarsens, son to him who proved 
himself so incorru])tible when attcmj)ted to be bribed by 
Neyeii, was one of the foremost of the faction who now 
laboured for the downfall of the pensionary. He was a 
mail of infinite dissimulation; versed in all the intrigues 
of courts; and so deep in all their tortuous tactics, that 
cardinal Richelieu, "well qualified to prize that species of 
talent, declared that he knew only three great political 
geniuses, of whom Francis Aarsens was one.§ 

Prince Maurice now almost openly avowed his pre- 
tensions to absolute sovereignty : he knew that his success 
wholly depended on the consent of Barneveldt, To seduce 
him to favour his designs, he had recourse to the dowager 
princess of Orange, his mother-in-law, whose gentle cha- 
racter and exemplary conduct had procured her universal 

’ * Carleton’s Mem. vdI. i. p. 57 Ac. Hume, vnl. viil, p. 8J2. 
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esteem^ and the influence naturally attendant on it. 
Maurice took care to make her understand that her in- 
terest in his object was not trifling/ Long time attached 
to Gertrude van Mechlen^ his favourite mistresSj who had 
borne him several children, he now announced his posi- 
tive resolution to remain unmarried; so that his brother 
Frederick Henry, the dowager's only son, would be sure 
to succeed to the sovereignty he aimed at. The princess, 
not insensible to this appeal, followed the instructions of 
Mauricej and broached the affair to Barneveldt ; but he 
was inexorable. He clearly explained to her the peril- 
ous career on which the prince proposed to enter. He 
show^ed how great, how independent, how almost abso- 
lute, he might continue, without shocking the principles 
of republicanism by grasping at an empty dignity, which 
could not virtually increase his authority, and would most 
probably convulse the state to its foundation, and lead to 
his own ruin. The princess, convinced by his reasoning, 
repaired to Mauricej but instead of finding him as ready 
a convert as she herself had been, she received as cold 
an answer as was compatible with a passionate temper, 
wounded pride, and disajipointed ambition. The prin- 
cess and Barneveldt recounted the whole affair to Maurier 
the French ambassador; and his son has transmitted it to 
posterity.* 

AFe cannot follow the misguided prince in all the 
winding ways of intrigue and subterfuge through which 
he laboured to reach his object. Religion, the holiest of 
sentiments, and Christianity, the most sacred of its forms, 
were perpetually degraded by being made the pretexts for 
that unworthy object. He was for a while diverted from 
its direct pursuit by the preparation made to afford assist- 
ance to some of the allies of the republic. Fifty thousand 
florins a month were granted to the duke of Savoy, who 
was at war with Spain t; and 7000 men, with nearly 
forty ships, were despatched to the aid of the republic 
of Venice, in its contest with Ferdinand archduke of 
Gratz, who was afterwards elected emperor. The hono- 

* Aubery du Maurier's Memoirs. f Carlcton, voL I p. 324 
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rary empire of the seas seems at this time to have been 
successfully claimed the United Provinces : they paid 
back with interest tli&.haughty conduct with which they 
had been long treatedTby the English'^; and they refused 
to pay the fishery duties to which the inhabitants of 
Great Britain were subject. The Dutch sailors had 
even the temerity, under pretext of pursuing pirates^ to 
violate the British territory : they set fire to the town of 
CrookhaveOj in Ireland^ and massacred several of tlie 
inhabitants. King James^ immersed in theological stu- 
dieSj appears to have passed slightly over this outrage, f 
More was to have been expected from his usual attuntioii 
to the affairs of Ireland ; his management of whieh ill- 
fated country is the best feature of his political character^ 
and oughtj to Irish feelings at leasts to be considered to 
redeem its many errors. But he took fire at the news 
that the states had prohibited the importation of cloth 
dyed and dressed in England. Jt required the best ex- 
ertion of Barneveldt’s talents to j)acif'y him; and it was 
not easy to effect this through the jauncliced medium of 
the ambassador Carleton, But it was unanswerably 
argued by the pensionaryj that the manufacture of cloth 
was one of those ancient and natural sources of wealth 
which England had ravished from the Netherlands^ and 
which the latter was justified in recovering by every 
effort consistent with national honour and fair principles 
of government. J 

The influence of prince Maurice had gained complete 
success for the Calvinist party, in its various titles 
of Gomarists, non-remonstrants, &c. The audacity 
and violence of these ferocious sectarians knew no 
bounds. Outrages, too marry to enumerate, became 
common through the country.; and Arminianism was 
on all sides assailed and persecuted. Barneveldt fre- 
quently appealed to Maurice without effect ; and all the 
efforts of the former to obtain justice by means of the 
civil authorities were paralysed by the inaction in which 
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the prince retained the military force. In this juncture/ 
the magifitrates of various towns^ Bj|p.rred on by Barne- 
veldt, called out the national militia'jpalled’W aardegelders, 
which possessed the right of arming at its own expense 
for the protection of the public peace. Schism upon 
schism was the consequence, and the whole country was 
reduced to that state of anarchy so favourablt^to the de- 
signs of an ambitious soldier already in the enjoyment 
of almost absolute power. Maurice possessed all the 
hardihood and vigour suited to such an occasion. At 
the head of two companies of infantry, and accompanied 
by his brother Frederick Henry, he suddenly set out at 
night from the Hague ; arrived at the Brille j and in 
defiance of the remonstrances of the magistrates, and in 
violation of the rights of the town, he placed his devoted 
garrison in that important place.* To justify this mea- 
sure, reports were spread that Barneveldt intended to de- 
liver it up to the Spaniards ; and the ignorant, insensate, 
and ungrateful people swallowed the calumny. t 

This and such minor efforts were, however, all sub-- 
servient to the one grand object of utterly destroying, by 
a public proscription, the whole of the patriot party, now 
identified with Arminianism. A national synod was 
loudly clamoured for by the Gomarists ; and in spite of 
all opposition on constitutional grounds, it was finally 
proclaimed. Uitenbogaard, the enlightened pastor and 
friend of Maurice, who on all occasions laboured for the 
general good, now moderated, as much a^ possible, the 
violence' of either party: but he could hot persuade 
Barneveldt to render himself, by compliance, a tacit 
accomplice with a measure that he conceived fraught 
with violence to the p%lic privileges. He had an 
inflexible enemy in jOg^lfen the English ambassador. 
His interference carrSFtne question ; an#St was at his 
suggestion that Dordiecht, or Dort, was chosen for the 
assembling of the synod, f Du Maurier, the French 
ambassador, acted on all occasions as a mediator § ; but 

* GroL Apol. p, 242. + Cerisier. 
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to obtain influence at such a time it was necessary to 
become a partisan. ^Several towns, — Leyden, Goudaj 
Rotterdam, and somS^)'fchersJ — made a last efFortYor their 
liberties, and formed a fruitless confederation. 

Barneveldt solicited the acceptance of his resii^nation 
of all his offices. The statcs-general implored him not 
to abandon^gpthe country at such a critical moment : he 
consequently maintained his post. Libels the most 
vindictive and atrocious were published and circulated 
against him j and at last, forced from his silence by 
these multiplied calumnies, he put forward his "‘'Apo- 
logy,'’ addressed to the States of Hollaml. 

This dignified vindication only produced new out- 
rages ; Maurice, now become prince of Orange by the 
death of his elder brother without children, em])loyed 
his whole authority to carry his object and crush Barne- 
veldt. At the head of his troops he seized on towns, 
displaced magistrates, trampled under foot all the ancient 
privileges of the citizens, and openly announced his in- 
tention to overthrow the federative constitution.* His 
bold conduct completely terrified the statcs-general. 
They thanked him ; they consented to disband the mi- 
litia ; they formally invited foreign powers to favour 
and protect the synod about to be held at Dort. The 
return of Carleton from England, where he had gone to 
receive the more positive promises of support from king 
James, was only wanting, to decide Maurice to take the 
final step t ; and no sooner did the ambassador arrive 
at the Hague*, than Barneveldt and his most able friends 
Grotius, Iloogerbeets, and Ledenberg, were arrested in 
the name of the states-general, J 

The country was taken surprise ; no resistance 
was offered. The concludin^v.f50g^s of the tragedy were 
hurried on s^^olenoe was succ ewp a by violence, against 
public feeling and public justice, Maurice became com- 
pletely absolute in every thing but in name. The sup- 
plications of ambassadors, the protests of individuals, 

* Cerisior, t. v. p. 252. + Uitenbog. Hiat. p. 994:. 
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the arguments of statesmen^ were alike unavailing to stop 
the torrent of despotism and injustice. The synod of 
Dort was opened on the 13th of N'o?<^mberj l6l 8. Theo- 
logy was mystified ; religion disgraced ; Christianity 
outraged. And after 152 sittings, during six months' 
display of ferocity and fraud, the solemn mockery was 
closed on the 9th of May, lf)19j hy the declaration of its 
president that '‘^its miraculous labours haa made hell 
tremble." * 

Proscriptions, banishments, and death, were the na- 
tural consequences of this synod. The divisions which 
it had professed to extinguish were rendered a thousand 
times more violent than before. Its decrees did incal- 
culable ill to the cause they were meant to promote. 
The Anglican church was the first to reject the canons 
of Dort with horror and contempt, t The protestants 
of France and Germany, and even Geneva, the nurse 
and guardian of Calvinism, were shocked and disgusted, 
and unanimously softened down the rigour of their res- 
pective creeds. But the moral effects of this memorable 
conclave were too remote to prevent the sacrifice which 
almost immediately followed the celebration of its rites. 
A trial by twenty-four prejudiced enemies, by courtesy 
called judges, which in its progress and its result throws 
judicial dignity into scorn, ended in the condemnation 
of Barneveldt and his fellow patriots for treason against 
the liberties they had vainly laboured to save. Barne- 
veldt died on the scaffold by the hands of the executioner, . 
on the 13th of May, lGl9^ in the 72d year of his age, 
Grotius and Hoogerbeets were sentenced to perpetual 
imprisonment. Ledenberg committed suicide in his 
cell, sooner than brave thj tortures which he anticipated 
at the hands of his enemies. ^ 

Many more pages than we are able to afford sentences 
might be devoted to the details of these iniquitous pro- 
ceedings, and an account of their awful consummation. 
The pious heroism of Barneveldt was never excelled by 
any martyr to the most holy cause. He appealed to 
• Brandt, L ii pp. 610. Gia f'Cerieier, 
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Maurice against the unjust sentence which condemned 
him to death; hut he^pcorned to heg his life. He met 
his fate with such t^perate courage as was to be ex- 
pected from the dignified energy of his life. His last 
words were worthy a philosopher whose thoughts, even 
in his latest moments, were superior to mere personal 
hope or fear, and turned to the deep mysteries of his 
being. O God !’* cried De Barneveldt, what then is 
man ? ” as he bent his head to the sword that severed it 
from his body, and sent the enquiring spirit to learn the 
great mystery for which it longed. 


CHAP. XVII. 

Ifilf)— 1^25. 

TO THE DEATH OF FRINGE JIACRICE. 

The princess dowager of Orange, and Du Maurier the 
French ambassador, harl vainly implored mercy for the in- 
nocent victim at the hands of the inexorable stadthokler. 
Maurice refused to see his mother-in-law : he left the 
ambassador's appeal unanswered. This is enough for 
the rigid justice of history, that cannot be blinded by 
l^artiality, but hands over to shame at the close of their 
career, even those whom she nursed in the very cradle 
of heroism. But an accusation has become current, 
more fatal to the fame of prince Maurice, because it 
strikes at the root of his claims to feeling, which could 
not be impugned by a mere perseverance in severity that 
might have sprung from mistaken views. It is as- 
serted, hut only as general belief, that he witnessed the 
execution of Barneveldt. * The little window of an 
octagonal tower, overlooking the square of the Binnen-^ 
hof at the Hague, where the tragedy was acted, is still 
shown as the spot from which the prince gazed on the 
scene. Almost concealed from view among the cluster- 
ing buildings of the place, it is well adapted to give 

* Grotios, Aubery, &c. 
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weight to the tradition ; hut it may not^ perhapsj evti 
HOW be too late to raise a gen^pSjl^s incredulity as to an 
assertion of which no eye-witness attestation is recorded^ 
and which might have been the invention of malignity. 
There are many statements of history which it is imma- 
terial to substantiate or disprove. Splendid fictions of 
public virtue have often produced their goodj if once re- 
ceived as fact ; but^ when private character is at stake^ 
every conscientious writer or reader will cherish his 
historic doubts/' when he reflects on the facility with 
which calumny is sent abroad^ the avidity with which 
it is received^ and the careless ease with which men 
credit what it costs little to invent and propagate^ but 
requires an age of trouble and an almost impossible con- 
junction of opportunities effectually to refute, 

Grotius and Hoogerbeets were confined in the castle 
of Louvestein. Moersbergen^ a leading patriot of Utrecht ; 
De Haan^ pensionary of Haarlem; and Uitenbogaardj the 
chosen confidant of Maurice^ but the friend of Barneveldt ; 
were next accused and sentenced to imprisonment or 
banishment. And thus Arminianism^ deprived of its 
chiefsj w^as for the time completely stifled. The remon- 
strants^ thrown into utter despair, looked to emigration 
as their last resource. Gustavus Adolphus king of 
Sweden, and Frederick duke of Holstein, offered them 
shelter and protection in their respective states. Several 
availed themselves of these offers; but the states-general, 
alarmed at the progress of self-expatriation^ moderated 
their rigour, and thus checked the desolating evil. 
Several of the imprisoned Arminians had the good for- 
tune to elude the vigilance of their gaolers ; but the 
escape of Grotius is the most remarkable of all, both 
from his own celebrity as one of the first writers of his 
age in the most varied walks of literature, and from its 
peculiar circumstances, which only found a parallel in 
European history after a lapse of two centuries.* 


, ♦ We.alluda to the escape of Lavalette flrom the prison of the Concier. 

f :ene in Faria, in 1S15, which so painfully excited the interest of all Europe 
or the intended victim’s wife, whose reason was the forfeit of her exertion. , 
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;^rotius was freely allowed during his close imprison- 
ment all the relaxatioRHiof study. His friends supplied 
him with quantities of TOoks, which were usually brought 
into the fortress in a trunk two feet two inches long^ 
which the governor regularly and carefully examined 
during the first year. But custom brought relaxaticm 
in the strictness of the prison rules; and the wife of the 
illustrious prisoner, his faithful and constant visiter, 
proposed the plan of his escape, to which he gave a 
ready and, all hazards considered, a courageous assent* 
Shut up in this trunk for two hours, and with all the 
risk of suffocation, and of injury from the rude handling 
of the soldiers who carried it out of the fort, Grotius was 
brought clear oflP by the very agents of his persecutors, 
and safely delivered to the care of his devoted and dis- 
creet female servant, who knew the secret and kept it 
well. She attended the important consignment in the 
barge to the town of Gorcum; and after various risks 
of discovery, providentially escaped, Grotius at length 
found himself safe beyond the limits of his native land. 
His wife, whose torturing suspense may be imagined 
the while, concealed the stratagem as long as it was pos- 
sible to impose on the gaoler with the pardonable and 
praiseworthy fiction of her husband's illness and confine- 
ment to his bed. The government, outrageous at the 
result of the afiair, at first proposed to hold this inter- 
esting prisoner in place of the prey they had lost, and 
to proceed criminally against her. But after a fort- 
night's confinement she was restored to liberty, and the 
country saved from the disgrace of so ungenerous and 
cowardly a proceeding.* Grotius repaired to Pari^ 
where he was received in the most flattering manner, 
and distinguished by a pension of 1000 crowns allowed 
by the king. He soon" published his vindication — one 
of the most eloquent and unanswerable productions of 
its kind, in which those times of unjust accusations and 
illegal punishments were so fertile. 

The expiration of the twelve years* truce was now at 
* Aubery, art Grotiui. ; 
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hand; and the United States after that long petioi^iSr 
intestine trouble and disgrace^ once more to r^codt- 
mence a more congenial struggle against foreign enemies ; 
for a renewal of the war with Spain might be fairly 
considered a return to the regimen best suited to the 
constitution of the people. The republic saw, however, 
with considerable anxiety, the approach of this new con- 
test. It was fully sensible of its own weakness. Exile 
had reduced its population; patriotism had subsided; 
foreign friends were dead; the troops were unused to 
warfare ; the hatred against Spanish cruelty had lost its 
excitement; the finances were in confusion; prince 
Maurice had no longer the activity of youth ; and the 
still more vigorous impulse of fighting for his country's 
liberty was changed to the dishonouring task of uphold- 
ing his own tyranny. 

The archdukes, encouraged by these -considerations, 
had hopes of bringing back the United Provinces to their 
domination. They acdfrdingly sent an embassy to 
Holland with proposals to that effect. It was received 
with indignation ; and the ambassador Peckius was obliged 
to be escorted back to the frontiers by soldiers, to pro- 
tect him from the insults of the people.* Military 
operations were, however, for a while refrained from on 
either side, in consequence of the deaths of Philip III. of 
Spain and the archduke Albert. Philip IV. succeeded 
his father at the age of sixteen; and the archduchess 
Isabella found herself alone at the head of the govern- 
ment in the Belgian provinces. Olivarez became as 
sovereign a minister in Spain, as his predecessor the 
duke of Lerma had been ; but the archduchess, though 
now with only the title of governant of the Netherlands, 
held the reins of power with a firm and steady hand. 

In the celebrated thirty years’ war which had com- 
menced between the protestants and catholics of Germany, 
the former had met with considerable assistance from the 
United Provinces. Barneveldt, who foresaw the embar- 
rassments which the country would have to contend 

* Wagenaer, Hist. x. 420. 
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wi|h on the expiration of that truce^ haH strongly op- 
jJbBed its meddling in ihe quarrel: but his ruin' and 
death left no restraint bn the policy which jirompted the 
republic to aid the protestant cause. Fifty thousand 
florins a month to the revolted protestants^ and a like 
sum to the princes of the union, were for some time 
advanced, f Frederick, the elector palatine, son-in-law 
of the king of England, and nephew of the prince, was 
chosen by the Bohemians for their king: but in spite 
of the enthusiastic wishes of the English nation, James 
persisted in refusing to interfere in Frederick's favour. J 
France, governed by De Luynes, a favourite whose in- 
fluence was deeply pledged, and, it is said, dearly sold, to 
Spain, abandoned the system of Henry IV. and upheld 
the house of Austria.* Thus the new monarch, only 
aided by the United Provinces, and that feebly, was soon 
driven from his temporary dignity ; his hereditary do- 
minions in the palatinate were over-run by the Spanish 
army under Spinola ; and Frederick, utterly defeated at 
the battle of Prague, was obliged to take refuge in Hol- 
land. James’s abandonment of his son-in-law has been 
universally blamed by almost every historian. d He cer- 
tainly allowed a few generous individuals to raise a regi- 
ment in England of 2400 chosen soldiers, who, under 
the command of the gallant sir Horace Vere, could only 
vainly regret the impossibility of opposition to ten times 
their number of veteran troops. 

This contest was carried on at first with almost all 
the advantages on the side of the house of Austria. 
Two men of extraordinary character, which presented a 
savage parody of military talent, and a courage chiefly 
remarkable for the ferocity into which it degenerated, 
struggled for a while against the imperial arms. These 
were the count of Mansfield and Christian of Brunswick. 
At the head of two desperate hands, which, by dint of 
hard fighting, acquired something of the consistency nf 
regular armies, they maintained a long resistance : but 

• Cerieier. f Carlcton. X Aubery. 

\ Sec Hume, || Carleton. 

B 3 



S46 niSTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

the duke of Bavaria^ commanding the troops of 
emperor^ and count Tilly at the head of those of Spain^ 
completed in die year 1622 the defeat of their daring 
and semi*barbarous opponents. 

Spinola was resolved to commence the war against 
the republic by some important exploit. He therefore 
laid siege to Bergen-op-Zoom^ a place of great conse- 
quencej commanding the navigation of the Meuse and 
coasts of all the islands of Zealand.* But Maurice^ 
roused from the lethargy of despotism which seemed 
to have whoUy changed his character^ repaired to the 
scene of threatened danger; and succeeded^ after a 
series of desperate eftbrts on both sides, to raise the 
siegCj forcing Spinola to abandon his attempt with a 
loss of upwards of 1 2^000 men. t Frederick Henry 
in the mean time had made an incursion into Brabant 
with a body of light troops ; and ravaging the country 
up to the very gates of Mechlin^ Louvain, and Brussels, 
levied contributions to the amount of 600,000 florins, f 
The states completed this series of good fortune by ob- 
taining the possession of West Friesland, by means of 
count Mansfield, whom they had despatched thither at 
the head of his formidable army, ami who had, in spite 
of the opposition of count Tilly, successfully performed 
his mission. § 

We must now turn from these brief records of mi- 
litary affairs, the more pleasing theme for the historian 
of the Netherlands in comparison with domestic events, 
which claim attention but to create sensations of regret 
and censure. Prince Maurice had enjoyetl without 
restraint the fruits of his ambitious daring. His power 
was uncontrolleil and unopiKised, hut it was publicly 
cmUoub ; and private resentinenu were only withheld by 
fear, and, ]>erhapB, in some measure by the mocleralion 
and patience whidi distinguished the disciples of Ar- 
minianism. In the midst, however, of the apparent 
calm, a deep conspiracy was fonned against the life of 

• vol, L |H» 32-^7. t raijellaii, vol i, pp, 92— (C 
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PLOT AGAINST PrIncE MAVRIOB. 

^liMI prince. The motives, the conduct, and the termi* 
nation of this plot, excite feelings of many opposite 
kinds. We cannot, as in former instances, wholly 
execrate the design and approve the punishment. Com- 
miseration is mingled with blame, when we mark the 
sons of Bameveldt, urged on by the excess of filial 
affection to avenge their venerable father's fate ; and 
despite our abhorrence for the object in view, we sym- 
pathise with the conspirators rather than the intended 
victim. William van Stoutenbourg, and Renier de 
Groeneveld, were the names of these two sons of the 
late pensionary. The latter was the younger ; but, of 
more impetuous character than his brother, he was tlie 
principal in the plot. Insteatl of any efforts to soften 
down the hatred of this unfortunate family, these 
brothers had been removed from their employments, 
their property was confiscated, and despair soon urged 
them to desperation, In such 1i time of general dis- 
content it was easy to find accomplices. Seven or eight 
determined men readily joined in the plot: of these, two 
were catholics, the rest Arminians; the chief of whom 
was Henry Slatius, a preacher of considerable eloquence, 
talent, and energy. It was first proposed to attack the 
prince at Rotterdam ; but the place was soon after 
changed for Ilyswyk, a village near the Hague, and 
afterwards celebrated by the treaty of peace signed there 
and which heart its name. Ten other associates were 
soon engaged by the exertions of Slatius : these were 
Arminian artisans and sailors, to whom the actual exe- 
cution of the murder was to be confided; and they were 
persuailed that it was planned with the connivance of 
prince Frederick Henry, who was considered by the 
Amiinians as the secret partisan of their sect. The 
Gdi of February was fixed on for the accomplishment 
of the deetl. The belter to conceal tlie design, tlie cem- 
apirators agreetl to go unarmed to the place, where they 
were to find a box containing piatola and poniardi in 
a spot agreed u|K)n. The death of the prince of Orange 
was not the only object intended. During the confii- 
R 4 
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sion subsequent to the hoped-for success of that firet 
hloWj the chief conspirators intended to excite simul- 
taneous revolts at Leydenj Gouda, and Rotterdam, in 
which town the Arminians were most numerous. A 
general revolution throughout Holland was firmly reck- 
oned on as the infaUihle result; and success was en- 
thusiastically looked for to their country's freedom and 
their individual fame. 

But the plot, however cautiously laid and resolutely 
persevered in, was doomed to the fate of many another ; 
and the horror of a second murder (but with far dif- 
ferent provocation from the first) averted from the il- 
lustrious family to whom was still destined the glory of 
consolidating the country it had formed. Two brothers 
named Blansaart, and one Parthy, having procured a 
considerable sum of money from the leading conspirators, 
repaired to the Hague^s they asserted, for the purpose 
of betraying the plot ;*ut they were forestalled in this 
purpose : four of the sailors had gone out to Ryswyk 
the preceding evening, and laid the whole of the project, 
together with the wages of their intended crime, before 
the prince ; who, it would appear, then occupied the 
ancient chateau, which no longer exists at Ryswyk. The 
box of arms was found in the place pointed out by the 
informers, and measures were instantly taken to arrest 
the various accomplices. Several were seized, Groene- 
veld had escaped along the coast disguifeed as a fisher- 
man, and had nearly effected his passage to England, 
when he was recognised and arrested in the island of 
Vlieland, Slatius and others were also intercepted in 
their attempts at escape. Stoutenbourg, the most cul- 
pable of all^ was the most fortunate ; probably from the 
energy of character which marks the difference between 
a bold adventurer and a timid speculator. He is be- 
lieved to have passed from the Hague in the same 
manner as Grotius quitted his prison ; and, by the aid 
of a faithful servant, he accomplished his escape through 
various perils, and finally reached Brussels, where the 
archduchess Isabella took him under her special pro- 
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He for several years made efforts to be allowed 
to return to Holland ; but finding them hopeless, even 
after the death of Maurice, he embraced the catholic 
religion, and obtained the command of a troop of Spanish 
cavalry, at the head of which he made incursions jnto 
his native country, carrying before him a black flag with 
the effigy of a death's head, to announce the mournful 
vengeance which he came to execute. 

Fifteen persons were executed for the conspiracy. 
If ever mercy was becoming to a man, it would have 
been pre-eminently so to Maurice on this occasion ; but 
he was inflexible as adamant. The mother, the wife, 
and the son of Groeneveld, threw themselves at his feet, 
imiiloring pardon. Prayers, tears, and sobs, were alike 
ineffectual. It is even said that Maurice asked the 
wretched mother why she begged mercy for lier son, 
having refused to i\o as much fq||her husband To 
which cruel (|uestion she is reponed to have made the 
sublime answer — Because my son is guilty, and my 
husband was not." * 

These bloody executions caused a deep sentiment of 
gloom. The conspiracy excited more pity for the vic- 
tims than horror for the intended crime. >Iaurice, from 
being the idol of his countrymen, was now become an 
object of their fear and dislike. When he moved from 
town to town, the people no longer hailed him with 
acclamations ; and even the common tokens of outward 
respect were at times withheld, t The Spaniards, tak- 
ing advantage of the internal weakness consequent on 
this state of public feeling in the States, made repeated 
incursions into the provinces, which were now united 
blit in title, not in spirit. Spinola was once more in 
the field, and had invested the important town of Breda, 
which was the patrimonial inheritance of the princes of 
Orange. Maurice was oppressed with anxiety and re- 
gret j and, for the sake of his better feelings, it may be 
hoped, with remorse. He could effect nothing against his 
rival y and he saw his own laurels withering from his 
• Ccrijicr, t, v. p. 452. kc, + Aubery. 
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care-worn brow. The only hope left of obtaining 
BO much wanted supplies of money^ was in the com- 
pletion of a new treaty with France and England. 
Cardinal Richelieu, desirous of setting bounds to the 
ambition and the successes of the house of Austria, 
readily came into the views of the States ; and an ob- 
ligation for a loan of 1,200,000 livres during the year 

1624, and 1,000,000 more for each of the two succeeding 
years, was granted by the king of France, on condition 
that the republic made no new truce with Spain without 
his mediation. * 

An alliance nearly similar was at the same time con- 
cluded with England. Perpetual quarrels on commercial 
questions loosened the ties which bound the States to 
their ancient allies. The failure of his son’s intended 
marriage with the infanta of Spain had opened the eyes of 
king James to the way in which he was despised by those 
who seemed so muclr to respect him. He was highly 
indignant; and he undertook to revenge himself by aiding 
the republic. He agreed to furnish 6000 men, and sup- 
ply the funds for their pay, with a provision for repayment 
by the States at the conclusion of a peace with Spain. 

Prince Maurice had no opportunity of reaping the 
expected advantages from these treaties. Baffled in all 
his efforts for relieving Breda, and being unsuccessful in 
a new attempt upon Antwerp, he returned to the Hague, 
where a lingering illness, that had for some time exhaust- 
ed him, terminated in his death on the 23d of April, 

1625 , in his fifty-ninth year.t Most writers attribute 
this event to agitation at being unable to relieve Breda 
from the attack of Spinola. It is in any case absurd to 
suppose that the loss of a single town could have pro- 
duced BO fatal an effect on one whose life had been an 
almost continual game of the chances of war. But cause 
enough for Maurice’s death may be found in the wearing 
effects of thirty years of active military service, and the 
more wasting ravages of half as many of domestic des- 
potism. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

16’25— lf)48. 

TO THE TREATT OF MLTNSTER, 


Frederick Henry succeeded to almost all his brother’s 
titles and employinentSj and found his new dipfnities 
clogged with an accumulation of difficulties sufficient to 
appal the most determined spirit. Every thing seemed 
to justify alarm and despondency. If the affairs of the 
republic in India wore an aspect of prosperity, those in 
Europe presen te<l a picture of past disaster and approach- 
ing peril. Disunion and lUscontent, an almost insup- 
portable weight of taxation^ and the disputes of which it 
was the fruitful source, formed the subjects of internal 
ill. Abroad was to be seen navigation harasseil and 
trammelled by the pirates of Dunkirk; and the almost 
defenceless frontiers of the republic exposed to the irrup- 
tions of the enemy. The king of Denmark, who endea- 
voured to make hea^l against the imperialist ami Spanish 
forces, was beaten by Tilly, and made to tremble for the 
safety of his own states. England did nothing towards 
the common cause of protestantism, in conseiiuence of 
tile weakness of the monarch ; and civil dissensions for 
a while disabled France from resuming the system of 
Henry IV. for humbling the house of Austria. 

Frederick Henry was at this period in his forty-second 
year. His military reputation was well established ; he 
soon proved his political talents. He commenced his 
career by a total change in the tone of government on 
the subject of sectarian differences. He exercised several 
acts of clemency in favour of the imprisoned and exiled 
Arminians, at the same time that he upheld the dominant 
religion. By these measures he conciliated all parties; 
and by degrees ihe fierce spirit of intolerance became 
aubdued.^ The foreign relations of the United Provinces 
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now presented the anomalous policy of a fleet furnished 
by the French kingj manned by rigid Calvinists^ and 
commanded by a grandson of admiral Colignyj for the 
purpose of combating the remainder of the ^ench Hu- 
guenotSj whom they considered as brothers in religion, 
though political foes : and during the joint expedition 
which was undertaken by the allied French and Dutch 
troops against Rochelle, the stronghold of protestantism, 
the preachers of Holland put up prayers for the protec- 
tion of those whom their army was marching to destroy. 
The states-general, ashamed of this unpopular union, re- 
called their fleet, after some severe fighting with that of the 
Huguenots. Cardinal Richelieu and the king of France 
were for a time furious in their displeasure ; but inter- 
ests of state overpowered individual resentments, and no 
rupture took place.* 

Charles I. had now succeeded his father on the English 
throne. He renewed the treaty with the republic, who 
furnished him with twenty ships to assist his own for- 
midable fleet in his war against Spain. Frederick Henry 
had, soon after his succession to the chief command, com- 
menced an active course of martial operations, and was 
successful in almost all his enterprises. He took GroU 
and several other townsj and it was hoped that his suc- 
cesses would have been pus! ed forward upon a wider 
field of action against the imperial arms ; but the states 
prudently resolved to act on the defensive by land, choos- 
ing the sea for the theatre of their more active operations. 
All the hopes of a powerful confederation against the 
emperor ahd the king of Spain seemed frustrated, by the 
war which now broke out between France and England. 
The states-general contrived by great prudence to main- 
tain a strict neutrality in this quarrel. They even suc- 
ceeded in mediating a peace between the rival powers, 
which was concluded the following year; and in the mean 
time they obtained a more astonishing and important 
series of triumphs against the Spanish fleets than had 
yet been witnessed in naval conflicts. 


* Cerisier. 
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' 'The West India company had confided the command 
of their fleet to Peter Hein^ a most intrepid and intelli- 
gent sailor^ who proved his own merits and the sagacity 
of his emi^loyers on many occasions^ two of them of an 
extraordinary nature. In 1627 he defeated a fleet of 
twenty-six vessels^ with a much inferior force. In the 
following year he had the still more brilliant good fortune^ 
near the Havannah in the island of Cuba^ in an engage- 
ment with the great Spanish armament called the Money 
Fleetj to indicate the immense wealth which it contained. 
The booty was safely carried to Amsterdam^ and the whole 
of the treasure^ in moneys precious stones^ indigo, SiC. 
was estimated at the value of 12,000,000 florins. 
This was indeed a victory worth gaining, won almost 
without bloodshed, and raising the republic far above the 
manifold difficulties by which it had been embarrassed. 
Hein perished in the following year, in a combat with 
some of the pirates of Dunkirk — those terriblefreebooters 
whose name was a watchword of terror during the whole 
continuance of the war.* 

The year l6’29 brought three formidable armies at 
once to the frontiers of the republic, and caused a ge- 
neral dismay all through the United Provinces : but the 
immense treasures taken from the Spaniards enabled 
them to make preparations suitable to the danger ; and 
Frederick Henry, supported by his cousin William of 
Nassau, his natural brother Justin, and other brave 
and experienced officers, defeated every effort of the 
enemy. He took many towns in rapid succession ; and 
finally forced the Spaniards to abandon all notion of in- 
vading the territories of the republic. Deprived of the 
powerful talents of Spinola, who was called to command 
the Spanish troops in Italy, the.- armies of the arch- 
duchess, under the count of Berg, were not able to cope 
with the genius of the prince of Orange. The conse- 
quence was the renewal of negotiations for a second 
truce. But these were received on the part of the re- 
public with a burst of opposition. All parties seemed de- 
* Ccrisier, &c. 
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cided on that point ; and every intereat^ however opposed 
on minor questions^ combined to give a positive negative 
on this.* 

The gratitude of the country for the servicea of Frede- 
rick Henry induced the provinces of which he was stadt- 
holder to grant the reversion in this title to his son^ a 
child of three years old; and this dignity had every 
chance of becoming as absolute as it was now pronounced 
almost hereditaryj by the means of an army of 120^000 
men devoted to their chief, t However, few military 
occurrences took place, the sea being still chosen as the 
element best suited to the present enterprises of the 
republic. In the widely-distant settlements of Brazil 
and Batavia the Dutch were equally successful ; and the 
East and est India companies acquired eminent power 
and increasing solidity. 

The year was signalised by an expedition into 
Flanders consisting of 1 8,000 men, intended against 
Dunkirk, but hastily abandoned, in spite of every pro- 
bability of success, by the commissioners of the states- 
general, who accompanied the army and thwarted all 
the ardour and vigour of the prince of Orange. But 
another great naval victory in the narrow seas of Zea- 
land recompensed the disappointments of this inglorious 
affair. § 

The splendid victories of Augustus Adolphus against 
the imperial arms in Germany changed the whole face 
of European affairs. Protestantism began once more to 
raise its head ; and the important conqu^ts by Frederick 
Henry of almost all the strong places on the Meuse, 
including Maestricht, the strongest of all, gave the 
United Provinces their ample share in the glories of the 
war. The death of the archduchess Isabella, which took 
place at Brussels in the year 1633, added considerably 
to the difficulties of Spain in the Belgian provinces. 
The defection of the count of Berg, the chief general 
of their armies, who was actuated by resentment on the 


* Vanaervynct. 
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appointment of the marquis of St. Croix over hia head^ 
threw every thing into confuaionj in exposing a wide- 
spread confederacy among the nobility of these pro- 
vinces to erect themselves into an independent republic^ 
strengthened by a perpetual alliance with the United Pro- 
vinces against the power of Spain. * But the plot failedj 
chiefly, it is saidj by the imprudence of the king of Eng- 
land, who let the secret slip, from some motives vaguely 
hinted at, but never sufficiently explained. t After the 
death of Isabella^ the prince of Braban(j;on was arrested. 
The prince of Epinoi and the duke of Burnonville made 
their escape; and the duke of Arschot, who was arrested 
in Spain, was soon liberated, in consideration of some 
discoveries into the nature of the plot. An armistice, 
published in Ib’S^, threw this whole affair into complete 
oblivion. J 

The king of Spain appointed his brother Ferdinand, 
a cardinal and archbishop of Toledo, to the dignity of 
governor-general of the Netherlands. He repaired to 
Germany at the head of 1 7,000 men, and bore his share 
in the victory of Nordlingen; after which he hastened to 
the Netherlands, and made his entry into Brussels in 
1634. § Richelieu had hitherto only combated the house 
of Austria in these countries by negotiation and intrigue; 
but he now entered warmly into the proposals made by 
Holland, for a treaty offensive and defensive between 
Louis XIII. and the republic. By a treaty soon after 
concluded (8th February, 1635), the king of France 
engaged to invAd^ the Belgian provinces with an army 
of 30,000 men^ in concert with a Dutch force of equal 
number. It was agreed, that if Belgium would consent 
to break from the Spanish yoke, it was to be erected into 
a free state : if, on the contrary, it would not co-operate 
for its own freedom, France and Holland were to dis- 
member and to divide it equally. || 

The plan of these combined measures was soon acted 
on. The French army took the field under the command 
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of the marshals De Chatillon and De Breeze ; and de- 
feated the S|)aniards in a bloody battle^ near Avein, in 
the province of Luxembourg, on the 20th of Mayj l635, 
with the loss of 4000 men. The victors soon made a 
junction with the prince of Orange ; and the towns of 
Tirlemont, St. Trond, and some others, were quickly 
reduced. The former of these places was taken by 
assault, and pillaged with circumstances of cruelty that 
recal the horrors of the early transactions of the war. 
The prince of Orange was forced to punish severely the 
authors of these offences.* The consequences of this 
event were highly injurious to the allies. A spirit of 
fierce resistance was excited throughout the invaded pro- 
vinces. Louvain set the first example. The citizens and 
students took arms for its defence ; and the combined 
forces of France and Holland were repulsed, and forced 
by want of supplies to abandon the siege and rapidl) 
retreat. t The prince-cardinal, as Ferdinand was called, 
took advantage of this reverse to press the retiring 
French ; recovered several towns ; and gained all the 
advantages as well as glory of the campaign. The re- 
mains of the French army, reduced by continual combats, 
and stiU more by sickness, finally embarked at Rotter- 
dam to return to France in the ensuing spring, a sad 
contrast to its brilliant appearance at the commencement 
of the campaign. 

The military events for several ensuing years present 
nothing of sufficient interest to induce ue to recoid tlicm 
in detail. A perpetual succession of sieges and skir- 
mishes afford a monotonous picture of Related coii age 
and skill ,’ but we see none of those great confli.'^s winch 
bring out the genius of opposing generals, anil war 
in its grand results, as the decisive means of enslaving 
or emancipating mankind. The prince-cardinal, one of 
the many who on this bloody theatre displayed consum- 
mate military talents, incessantly employed himself in 
incursions into the bordering provinces of France, ra- 
vaged Picardy, and filled Paris with fear and trembling. 

* VftndETvynct f Idem. 
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He, however, reaped no new laurels when he came into 
contact with Frederick Henry, who on almost every 
occasion, particularly that of the siege of Breda in l6’37^, 
carried his object in spite of all opposition. The 
triumphs of war were balanced; but Spain and the 
Belgian provinces, so long upheld by the talent of the 
govemor-general, were gradually become exhausted. 
The revolution in Portugal and the succession of the 
duke of Braganza, under the title of John IV., to the 
throne of his ancestors, struck a fatal blow to the power 
of Spain. A strict alliance was concluded between the 
new monarch of France and Holland; and hostilities 
against the common enemy were on all sides vigorously 
continued. 

The successes of the republic at sea and in their dil- 
ant enterprises were continual, and in some instances 
brilliant. Brazil was gradually falling into the power of 
vhe West India company. The East Intlia possessions 
were secure. The great victory of Van Tromp, known 
by the name of the battle of the Downs, from being 
fought off the coast of England, on the 21st of October, 

1 6.S9, raised the naval reputation of Holland as high as 
ijuld well be carried. Fifty ships taken, burned, and 
were the proofs of their admiral's triumph ; and 
' ne Spanish navy never recovered the loss. The victory 
was Lt^lebrated throughout Europe, and Van Tromp was 
liCir of the day. The king of England was, how- 
r, highly indignant at the hardihood with which the 
utcii admiral broke through the etiquette of territorial 
j. .jpect, and desfwyed his country’s bitter foes under the 
very sanction of English neutrality. But the subjects 
of Charles 1. did not partake their monarch’s feelings.f 
They had no sympathy with arbitrary and tyrannic 
government ; and their joy at the misfortune of their 
old enemies the Spaniards gave a fair warning of the 
spirit which afterwards proved so fatal to the infatuated 
king, who on this occasion would have protected and 
aided them. 


* Mem. de Fred. Henry, p. 196. 
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In an unsuccessful enterprise in Flanders^ count 
Henry Casimir of Nassau was mortally wounded^ adding* 
another to the list of those of that illustrious family 
whose lives were lost in the service of their country.* 
His brother, count William Frederick, succeeded him 
in his office of stadtholder of Friesland ; but the same 
dignity in the provinces of Groningen and Drent de- 
volved on the prince of Orange. The latter had con- 
ceived the desire of a royal alliance for his son William. 
Charles I. readily assented to the proposal of the states- 
general, that this young prince should receive the hand 
of his daughter Mary. Embassies were exchanged ; 
the conditions of the contract agreetl on ; but it was not 
till two years later, that Van Tromp, with an escort of 
twenty ships, conducted the princess, then twelve years 
old, to the country of her future husband. The republic 
did not view with an eye quite favourable this advancing 
aggrandisement of the house of Orange. Frederick 
Henry had shortly before been dignified by the king of 
France, at the suggestion of Richelieu, with the title 
of highness,'' instead of the inferior one of excel- 
lency;" and the states- general, jealous of this distinction 
granted to their chief magistrate, adopted for themselves 
the sounding appellation of high and mighty lords.” 
The prince of Orange, whatever might have been his 
private views of ambition, had, however, the prudence to 
silence all suspicion, by the mild and moderate use which 
he made of the^ power, which he might perhaps have- 
wished to increase, but never attempted to abuse. 

On the 9th of November, 1641, the prince- cardinal 
Ferdinand died at Brussels in his thirty-third year; 
another instance of those who were cut off, in the very 
vigour of manhood, from worldly dignities and the 
exercise of the painful and inauspicious duties of gover- 
nor-general of the Netherlands. Don Francisco de 
Mello, a nobleman of highly reputed talents, was the next 
who obtained this onerous situation. He commenced 
his governorship by a succession of military operations, 

* M^m. de Fred. Henry, 
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by which, like most of his predecessors, he is alone 
distinguished. Acts of civil administration are scarcely 
noticed by the historians df^ these men. Not one of them, 
with the exception of the archduke Albert, seems to have 
valued the internal interests of the government ; and he 
alone, perhaps, because they were declared and secured 
as Ills own. De Mello, after taking some towns, and 
defeating the marshal de Guiche in the battle of Han- 
necourtj tarnished all his fame by the great faults which 
he committed in the famous battle of Rocroy. The duke 
of Enghien, then twenty-one years of age, Ind subse- 
quently so celebrated as the great Conde, completely 
defeated De Mello, and nearly annihilated the Spanish 
and W alloon infantry. The military operations of the 
Dutch army were this year only remarkable by the gal- 
lant conduct of prince William, son of the prince of 
Orange, who, not yet seventeen years of age, defeated 
near Hulst, under the eyes of his father, a Spanish de- 
tachment in a very warm skirmish.* 

Considerable changes were now insensibly operating 
in the policy of Europe. Cardinal Richelieu had finished 
his dazzling but tempestuous career of government, in. 
which the hand of death arrested him on the 4th of De- 
cember, 16'42. Louis XIII. soon followed to the grave 
him who was rather his master than his minister. Anne 
of Austria was declared regent during the minority of 
her son, Louis XIV., then only five years of age : and 
cardinal Mazarin succeeded to the station from which 
death alone had power to remove his predecessor, t 
The civil wars in England now broke out, and their 
terrible results* seemed to promise to the republic the 
undisturbed sovereignty of the seas. The prince of 
Orange received with great distinction the mother-in-law 
of his son, when she came to Holland under pretext of 
conducting her daughter : but her principal purpose was 
to obtain, by the sale of the crown jewels and the assist- 
ance of Frederick Henry, funds for the supply of her 
unfortunate husband's cause.} The prince and several 
• MiJm. de Frel Henry, f Cerisier. t Idem. 
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private individuals contributed^^lMgely in money ; and 
several experienced officers pass^ over to serve in the 
royalist army of England. The provincial states of 
Holland, however, sympathising wholly with the par- 
liament, remonstrated with the stadtholder; and the 
Dutch colonists encouraged the hostile efforts of their 
brethren, the puritans of Scotland, by all the absurd ex- 
hortations of fanatic zeal. Boswell, the English resident 
in the name of the king, and Strictland, the ambassador 
from the parliament, kept up a constant succession of 
complaint^and remonstrances on occasion of every in- 
cident which seemed to balance the conduct of the 
republic in the great question of English politics. * 
Considerable differences existed : the province of Hol- 
land, and some others, leant towards the parliament j 
the prince of Orange favoured the king ; and the states- 
general endeavoured to maintain a neutrality. 

. The struggle was still furiously maintained in Ger- 
many. Generals of the first order of military talent 
were continually appearing, and successively eclipsing 
each other by their brilliant actions : — Giistavus Adol- 
phus was killed in the midst of his glorious career,, at 
the battle of Lutzen ; the duke of Weimar succeeded to 
his command, and proved himself worthy of the place ; 
Tilly and the celebrated Walstein were no longer on the 
scene. The emperor Ferdinand II. was dead; and his 
son Ferdinand III. saw his victorious enemies threaten, 
at last, the existence of the empire. Every thing tended 
to make peace necessary to some of the contending pow- 
ers, as it was at length desirable for all. Sweden and 
Denmark were engaged in a bloody and wasteful con- 
flict. The United Provinces sent an embassy, in the 
month of June, 1644, to each of those powers; and by 
a vigorous demonstration of their resolution to assist 
Sweden, if Denmark proved refractory, a peace was 
signed the following year, which terminated the disputes 
of the rival nations. t 

Negotiations were now opened at Munster between the 
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Several belligerents, republic was, however, the 

last to send its plenipptentiaries there ; having signed a 
new treaty with France, by which they mutually stipu- 
lated to make no peace independent of each other. It 
behoved the republic, however, to contribute as much as 
possible towards the general object; for, among other 
strong motives to that line of conduct, the finances of 
Holland were in a state perfectly deplorable. 

Every year brought the necessity of a new loan ; and 
the public debt of the provinces now amounted to 
150,000,000 florins, bearing interest at 6^ per cent. 
Considerable alarm was excited at the progress of 
the French army in the Belgian provinces ; and es- 
cape from the tyranny of Spain seemed only to lead 
to the danger of submission to a nation too powerful 
and too close at hand not to be dangerous, either as 
a foe or an ally. These fears were increased by the 
knowledge that cardinal Mazarin projected a marriage 
between Louis XIV. and the infanta of Spain, with the 
Belgian provinces, or Spanish Netherlands as they were 
now called, for her marriage portion, t This project 
was confided to the prince of Orange, under the seal of 
secrecy, and he was offered the marquisate of Antwerp 
as the price of his influence towards effecting the plan. 
The jirince revealed the whole to the states-general. 
Great fermentation was excited : the stadtholder him- 
self was blamed, and suspected of complicity with the 
designs of the cardinal. Frederick Henry was deeply 
hurt at this want of confidence, and the injurious pub- 
lications which openly assailed his honour in a point 
where he felt himself entitled to praise instead of sus- 
picion. 

The French laboured to remove the impression which 
this affair excited in the republic : but the states-general 
felt themselves justified by the intriguing policy of Ma- 
zarin in entering into a secret negotiation with the king 
of Spain, who offered very favourable conditions. The 
negotiations were considerably advanced by the marked 

• Ceritiier. t N^goc. Seer. t. iiL. p. 14-. &c. 
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disposition evinced by the pridce of Orange to hasten 
the establishment of peace. YeJ- at this very period^ 
and while anxiously wishing thia great objectj he could 
not resist the desire for another campaign ; one more 
exploit^ to signalise the epoqji at which he finally placed 
his sword in the scabbard. Frederick Henry was essen- 
tially a soldier^ with all the spirit of his race; and this 
evidence of the ruling passion^ while he touched the 
verge of the grave^ is one of the most striking points of 
his character. He accordingly took the field ; but, with 
a constitution broken by a lingering disease, he was little 
fitted to acc<*mplish any feat worthy of his splendid re- 
putation. He failed in an attempt on Venlo, and another 
on Antwerp, and retired to the Hague, where for some 
months he rapidly declined. On the 14th of March, 
l647j he expired, in his sixty-third year; leaving be- 
hind him a character of unblemished integrity, prudence, 
toleration, and valour. He was not of that impetuous 
stamp which leads men to heroic deeds, and brings dan- 
ger to the states whose liberty is compromised by their 
ambition. He was a striking contrast to his brother 
Maurice, and more resembled his father in many of those 
calmer qualities of the mind, which make men more 
beloved without lessening their claims to admiration. 
Frederick Henry had the honour of completing the glo- 
rious task which William began artd Maurice followed 
up. He saw the oppression they had combated now 
humbled and overthrown ; and he forms the third in a 
sequence of family renown, the most surprising and the 
least chequered afforded by the annals of Europe. 

William II. succeeded his father in his dignities; and 
his ardent spirit longed to rival him in war. He turned 
his endeavours to thwart all the efforts for peace. 
But the interests of the nation and the dying wishes of 
Frederick Henry were of too powerful influence with the 
states, to be overcome by the martial yearnings of an 
inexperienced youth. The negotiations were pressed 
forward; and, despite the complaints, the murmurs, and 
the intrigues of France, the treaty of Munster was finally 
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signed by the respective, ambassadors of the United Pro- 
vinces and Spain^ on 30th of January, 1648. This 
Celebrated treaty contitns seventy-nine articles. Three 
points were of main and vital importance to the republic : 
the first acknowledges an ample and entire recognition of 
the sovereignty of the states-general, and a renunciation 
for ever of all claims on the part of Spain ; the second 
confirms the rights of trade and navigation in the East 
and West Indies, with the possession of the various coun- 
tries and stations then actually occupied by the contract- 
ing powers ; the third guarantees a like possession of all 
the provinces and towns of the Netherlanda, as they then 
Stood in their respective occupation, — a clause highly 
favourable to the republic, which had conquered several 
considerable places in Brabant and Flanders. The rati- 
fications of the treaty were exchanged at Munster with 
great solemnity on the 15th of May following the sig- 
nature ; the peace was published in that towm and in 
Osnaburg on the 19th, and in all the different states of 
the king of Spain and the United Provinces as soon as the 
joyous intelligence could reach such various and widely 
separated destiriations.* Thus, after eighty years of 
unparalleled warfare, only interrupted by the truce of 
1609, during which hostilities had not ceased in the 
Indies, the new republic rose from the horrors of civil 
war and foreign tyranny to its uncontested rank as a 
free and independent state among the most powerful 
nations of Europe. No country had ever done more for 
glory; and the result of its efforts was the irrevocable 
guarantee of civil and religious liberty, the great aim and 
end of civilisation. ^ 

The king of France alone had reason to complain of 
this treaty : his resentment was strongly pronounced. 
But the United Provinces flung back the reproaches of his 
ambassador on cardinal Mazarin ; and the anger of the 
monarch was smothered by the policy of the minister. 

The internal tranquillity of the republic was secured 
from all future alarm by the conclusion of the general 
• Vandervynct 
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peace of Westphalia, deiimfive^ sig 4 pd the 24th of 
October, l6'48. This treaty long 'considered not 
only as the fundamental law of the empire, hut as the 
basis of the political system of Europe. As numbers of 
conflicting interests were reconciled, Germanic liberty 
secured, and a just equilibrium established between the 
catholics and protestants, France and Sweden obtained 
great advantages ; and the various princes of the em- 
pire saw their possessions regulated and secured, at the 
same time that the powers of the emperor were strictly 
defined. 

This great epoch in European history naturally marks 
the conclusion of another in that of the Netherlands ; 
and this period of general repose allows a brief consider- 
ation of the progress of arts, sciences, and manners, during 
the half century just now completed. 

The archdukes Albert and Isabella, during the whole 
course of their sovereignty, laboured to remedy the abuses 
which had crowded the administration of justice. The 
perpetual edict, in l6ll, regulated the form of judicial 
proceedings; and several provinces received new charters, 
by which the privileges of the people were placed on a 
footing in harmony with their wants. Anarchy, in short, 
gave place to regular government; and the archdukes, 
in swearing to maintain the celebrated pact known by 
the name of the Joymse Entree, did aU in their power to 
satisfy their subjects, while securing their own autliority. 
The piety of the archdukes gave an example to aU classes. 
This although degenerating in the vulgar to superstition 
and bigotry, formed a severe check, which allowed their 
rulers to Restrain popular excess, and enabled them in the 
internal quiet of their despotism to soften the people by 
the encouragement of the sciences and arts. Medicine, 
astronomy, and mathematics, made prodigious progress 
during this epoch. Several eminent men flourished in 
the Netherlands. But the glory of others, in countries 
presenting a wider theatre for their renown, in many 
instances eclipsed them ; and the inventors of new me- 
thods and systems in anatomy, optics, and music, were 
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almost forgot^n in tli^spleDdid improvements of their 
followers. ^ # 

In literature^ Hugo de Groot, or Grotius, (his Latinised 
name^ by which he is better known^) was the most brilliant 
star of his country or his age^ as Erasmus was of that 
which preceded. He was at once eminent as jurist^ 
poetj theologian, and historian. His erudition was im- 
mense ; and he brought it to bear in his political capacity, 
as ambassador from Sweden to the court of France, 
when the violence of party and the injustice of power 
condemned him t^ perpetual imprisonment in his na- 
tive land. The religious disputations in Holland had 
given a great impulse to talent. They were not mere theo- 
logical arguments ; but with the wild and furious abs- 
tractions of bigotry were often blended various illustra- 
tions from history, art, and science, and a tone of keen 
and delicate satire, which at once refined and made them 
readable. It is remarkable, that almost the whole of 
the Latin writings of this period abound in good taste, 
while those written in the vulgar tongue are chiefly 
coarse and trivial. Vondel and Hooft, the great poets 
of the time, wrote with genius and energy, but were 
deficient in judgment founded on good taste.* The 
latter of these writers was also distinguished for his prose 
works; in honour of which Louis XIII. dignified him 
with letters patent of nobility, and decorated him with 
the order of St, Michael. 

But while Holland was more particularly distinguished 
by the progress of the mechanical arts, to which prince 
Maurice afforded unbounded patronage, the Belgian 
provinces gave birth to that galaxy of genius in the art 
of painting, which no equal period of any other country 
has ever rivalled. A volume like this would scarcely 
suffice to do justice to the merits of the eminent artists 
who now flourished in Belgium ; at once founding, per- 
fecting, and iihmortalising the Flemish school of paint- 
ing. Rubens, Vandyck, Teniers, Grayer, Jordaens, 
Sneyders, and a host of other great names, crowd on usj 
* Van Alpen, Ceriiier, &c. 
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with claims for notice that»^mo^st make the mention of 
any an injustice to the rest. '^%a(|f5lirope is familiar with 
their fame ; and the wide-spread taste for their delicious 
art makes them independent of other record than the 
combination of their own exquisite touchy undyinj^ tints, 
and unequalled knowledge of nature. Engraving, carried 
at the same time to *great perfection, has multiplied some 
of the merits of the celebrated painters, while stamping 
the reputation of its own professors. Sculpture also 
had its votaries of considerable note. Among these, Des 
Jardins and Quesnoy held the foremost station. Archi- 
tecture ^0 produced some remarkable names. 

The arts were, in short, never held in higher honour 
than at this brilliant epoch. Otto-Venire, the master of 
Rubens, held most important employments. Rubens 
himself, appointed secretary to the privy council of the 
archdukes, was subsequently sent to England, where he 
negotiated the peace between that country and Spain. 
The unfortunate king Charles so highly esteemed his 
merit, that he knighted him in full parliament, and pre- 
sented him with the diamond ring he wore on his own 
finger, and a chain enriched with brilliants. David 
Teniers, the great pupil of this distinguished master, 
met his due share of honour. He has left several por- 
traits of himself ; one of which hands him down to pos- 
terity, in the costume, and with the decorations of the 
belt and key, which he wore in his capacity of cham- 
berlain to the archduke Leopold, governor-general of the 
Spanish Netherlands. 

The intestine disturbances of Holland during the 
twelve years’ truce, and the enterprises against Fries- 
land and the duchy of Cleves, had prevented that 
wise economy which was expected from the republic. 
The annual ordinary cost of the military establishment 
at that period amounted to 13,000,000 florins. To 
meet the enormous ejtpenses of the state, taxes were 
raised on every material. They produced about 
30,000,000 florins a year, independent of 5,000,000 
each for the East and West India companies. The 
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population in ^S20, in Hijbnd, was about 600,000, 
and the other provfN«(ps 'Contained about the same 
number, 

It is singular to observe the fertile erections of mo- 
nopoly in a state founded on principles of commercial 
freedom. The East and West India companies^ the 
Greenland company^ and others^ were successively formed. 
By the effect of their enterprise^ industry^ and wealthy 
conquests were made and colonies founded with sur- 
prising rapidity. The town of Amsterdamj now New 
Yorkj was founded^ in 1624 ; and the East saw Batavia 
rise up from the ruins of Jacatra^ which wa^ sacked 
and razed by the Dutch adventurers. 

The Dutch and English East India companies, re- 
pressing their mutual jealousy, formed a species of part- 
nership in 1619 for the reciprocal enjoyment of the 
rights of commerce. But four years later than this date 
an event took place so fatal to national confidence that 
its impressions are scarcely yet effaced ; — this was the 
torturing and execution of several Englishmen in the 
island of Amboyna, on pretence of an unproved plot, of 
which every probability leads to the belief that they 
were wholly innocent. This circumstance was the 
strongest stimulant to the hatred so evident in the bloody 
wars which not long afterwards took place between the 
two nations; and the lapse of two centuries has not 
entirely effaced its effects. Much has been at various 
periods written for and against the establishment of 
monopolising companies, by which individual wealth 
and skill are excluded from their chances of reward. 
With reference to those of Holland at tliis period of its 
history, it is sufficient to remark that the great results 
of their formation could never have been brought about 
by isolated enterprises ; and the justice or wisdom of 
their continuance are questions wholly dependant on the 
fluctuations in trade, and the effects produced on that of 
any given country by the progress and the rivalry of 
others. 

With respect to the state of manners in the repubhcj 
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it is clear that the jealousies andjomulatwn of commerce 
were not likely to lessen the vice of avarice with which 
the natives have been reproached. The following is a 
strong expression of one^ who cannot^ howeverj be con- 
sidered an unprejutliced observer, on occasion of some 
disputed points between the Dutch and English mari- 
time tribunals : — The decisions of our courts cause 
much ill will among these people, whose hearts' blood 
is their purse.” ^ AVTiile drunkenness was a vice con- 
sidered scarcely scandalous, the intrigues of gallantry 
were concealed with the most scrupulous mystery, — ^ 
giving e^^dence of at least good taste, if not of pure mo- 
rality. Court etiquette began to be of infinite importance. 
The wife of count Ernest Casimir of Nassau was so 
intent on the preservation of her right of precedence, 
that on occasion of lady Carleton, the British ambas- 
sadress, presuming to dispute the paSj she forgot true 
dignity so far as to strike her. We may imagine the ve- 
hement resentment of such a man as Carleton for such an 
outrage. The lower orders of the people had the rude 
and brutal manners common to half civilised nations 
which fight their way to freedom. The unfortunate 
king of Bohemia, when a refugee in Holland, was one 
day hunting ; and, in the heat of the chase, he followed 
his dogs which had pursued a hare, into a newly sown 
corn-field : he was quickly interrupted by a couple of 
peasants armed with pitchforks. He supposed his rank 
and person to be unknown to them ; but he was soon 
undeceived, and saluted with unceremonious reproaches. 

King of Bohemia ! King of Bohemia !” shouted one 
of the boors, why do you trample on my wheat which 
I have so lately had the trouble of sowing ?” The king 
made many apologies, and retired, throwing the whole 
blame on his dogs. But in the life of marshal Turenne 
we find a more marked trait of manners than this, which 
might be paralleled in England at this day. This great 
general served his apprenticeship in the art of war under 
his undesj the princes Maurice and Frederick Henry. 

* Carleton. 
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He appeared one day on the public walk at the Hague^ 
dressed in his -usual" jllain and modest style. Some 
young French lordSj covered with gold, embroidery, and 
ribands, met and accosted him ; a mob gathered round; 
and while treating Turenne, although unknown to them, 
with all possible respect, they forced the others to retire, 
assailed with mockery and the coarsest abuse. 

But one characteristic, more noble and worthy than 
any of those thus briefly cited, was the full enjoyment of 
the liberty of the press in the United Provinces. The 
thirst of gain, the fury of faction, the federal independ- 
ence of the minor towns, the absolute power of prince 
Maurice, all the combinations which might car^ weight 
against this grand principle, were totally ineffectual to 
prevail over it. And the republic was, on this point, 
proudly pre-eminent among surrounding nations. 


CHAP. XIX. 

1648 ^ 1678 . 

FROM THE PEACE OF MUNSTER TO THE PEACE OF NIMEGUEN. 


The completion of the peace of Munster opens a new 
scene in the history of the republic. Its political system 
experienced considerable changes. Its ancient enemies 
became its most ardent friends, and its old allies loosened 
the bonds of long continued amity. The other states 
of Europe, displeased at its imperious conduct or jealous 
of its success, began to wish its humiliation ; but it was 
little thought that the consummatiop was to be effected 
at the hands of England. 

MTiile Holland prepared to profit by the peace so 
hrilHantly gained, England, torn by civil war, was hurried 
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on in crime and misery, to the final act which has left 
an indeliMe stain on her annak. Orwell and the 
parliament had completely subjugated the kingdom. 
The unfortunate king, delivered up by the Scotch, was 
brought to a mock trial and condemned to an ignomi- 
nious death. Great as were his faults, they are almost 
lost sight of in the atrocity of his opponents; so surely 
does disproportioned punishment for political offences 
produce a re-action in the minds that would approve a 
commensurate penalty. The United Provinces had pre- 
served a strict neutrality while the contest was undecided. 
The prince of Orange warmly strove to obtain a declara- 
tion in favour of his father-in-law Charles I. The prince 
of Wales and the duke of York, his sons, who had taken 
refuge at the Hague, earnestly joined in the intreaty; 
but all that could be obtained from the states-general 
was their consent to an embassy to interpose with the 
ferocious bigots who doomed the hapless monarch to the 
block. Pauw and Joachimi, the one sixty-four years of 
age, the other eighty-eight, the most able men of the 
republic, undertook the task of mediation. They were 
scarcely listened to by the parliament, and the bloody 
sacrifice took place. 

The details of this event and its immediate conse- 
quences belong to English history ; and we must liurry 
over the brief, turbid, and inglorious stadtholderate of 
William II., to arrive at the more interesting con^^ 
between the republic which had honourably conquered Its 
freedom, and that of the rival commonwealth which had 
gained its power by hypocrisy, violence, and guilt. 

William II. was now in his twenty-fourth year. He 
had early evinced that heroic disposition which was 
common to his race. He panted for military glory. All 
his pleasures were those usual to ardent and high spirited 
men, although his delicate constitution seemed to forbid 
the indulgence of hunting, tennis, and the other violent 
exercises in which he delighted. He was highly accom- 
plished; spoke five different languages with elegance and 
fluency; and had made considerable progress in mathe- 
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matics and other abstract sciences. His ambition knew 
no bounds. he reigned over a monarchy fts absolute 

kingj he would most probably have gone down to pos- 
terity a conqueror and a hero. But, unfitted to direct a 
republic as its first citizen, he has left but the name of 
a rash and unconstitutional magistrate. From the mo- 
ment of his accession to power he was made sensible of 
the jealousy and suspicion with which his office and his 
character were observed by the provincial states of 
Holland. Many instances of this disposition were ac- 
cumulated to his great disgust; and he was not long in 
evincing his determination to brave all the odium and 
reproach of despotic designs, and to risk every thing for 
the establishment of absolute power. The province of 
Holland, arrogating to itself the greatest share in the 
reforms of the army, and the financial arrangements 
called for by the transition from war to peace, was soon 
in fierce opposition with the states-general, which sup- 
ported the prince in his early views, Cornelius Bikker, 
one of tlie burgomasters of Amsterdam, was the leading 
person in the states of Holland; and a circumstance soon 
occurred which put him and the stadtholder in collision, 
and quickly decided the great question at issue. 

The admiral Cornellizon de Witt arrived from Brazil 
with Ihe remains of his fleet, ^nd without the consent 
of the council of regency there established by the states- 
general. He was instantly arrested by order of the 
prince of Orange, in his capacity of high admiral. The 
admiralty of Amsterdam was at the same time ordered 
by the states-general to imprison six of the captains of 
this fleet. The states of Holland maintained that this 
was a violation of their provincial rights, and an illegal 
assumption of power on the part of the states-general; 
and the magistrates of Amsterdam forced the prison 
doors and set the captains at liberty. William, backed 
by the authority of the states-general, now put himself 
at the head of a deputation from that body, and made a 
rapid tour of visitation to the different chief towns of the 
republic, to sound the depths of public opinion on the 
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matterB in dispute. The deputation met with varied 
success; but the result proved to the irffctoted prince that 
no measures of compromise were to be expected^ and 
that force alone was to arbitrate the question. The 
army was to a man devoted to him. The states-general 
gave him their entire^ and somewhat servilej support. 
He therefore on his own authority arrested the six de- 
puties of HoUand^ in the same way that His uncle Mau- 
rice had seized on Barneveldtj GrotiuSj and the others ; 
and they were immediately conveyed to the castle of 
Louvestein. 

In adopting this bold and unauthorised measure^ he 
decide on an immediate attempt to gain possession of 
the city of Amsterdam^ the central point of opposition 
to his violent designs. William Frederick count of Nas- 
sauj stadtholder of Friesland^ at the head of a numerous 
detachment of troops, marched secretly and by night to 
surprise the town : but the darkness and a violent thun- 
der storm having caused the greater number to lose their 
way, the count found himself at dawn at the city gates 
with a very insufficient force ; and had the farther mor- 
tification to see the walls well manned, the cannon pointed, 
the drawbridges raised, every thing in a state of 
defence. The courier from^Hamburgh, who he^l |>assed 
through the scattered bands of soldiers during the night, 
had given the alarm. The first notion was, that a roving 
band of Swedish or Lorraine troops, attracted by ^ 
opulence of Amsterdam, had resolved on an attempt m 
seize and pillage it. The magistrates could scarcely 
credit the evidence of day, which showed them the count 
of Nassau and his force on their hostile mission. A 
short conference- with the deputies from the citizens 
convinced him that a speedy retreat was the only mea- 
sure of safety for himself and his force, as the sluices of 
the dykes were in part opened, and a threat of sub- 
merging the intended assailants only required a moment 
more to be enforced. 

Nothing could exceed the disappointment and irrita- 
tion of the prince of Orange consequent on this trans- 
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action. He at first thrtatenerl^ then negotiated^ and 
finally patched^ up the matter in a manner the least 
mortifying to his wounded pride. Bikker nobly offered 
himself for a peace-offerings and voluntarily resigned hi§ 
employments in the city he had saved ; and De Witt 
and his officers were released. William was in some 
measure consoled for his disgrace by the condolence of 
the army, the thanks of the province of Zealand^ and a 
new treaty with France^ strengthened by promises of 
future support from cardinal Mazarin ; butj before he 
could profit by these encouraging symptoms, domestic 
and foreign, a premature death cut short all his projects 
of ambition. Over-violent exercise in a shooting party 
in Guelders brought on a fever, which soon terminated 
in an attack of small-pox. On the first appearance of 
his illness he was removed to the Hague; and he died 
there on the 6'th of November^ 1650, aged twenty-four 
years iind six months.* 

The death of this prince left the state without a 
stadtholder, and the army without a chief. The whole 
of Europe shared more or less in the joy or the regret 
it caused. The republican party, both in Holland and 
in England, rejoiced in a circumstance which threw back 
the sovereign power into the Sands of the nation t ; the 
partisans of the house of Orange deeply lamented the 
event. But the birth of a son, of which the widowed 
primness of Orange was delivered within a week of her 
hilfcand’s death, revived the hopes of those who mourned 
Ills loss, and offered her the only consolation which 
could assuage her grief. This child was, however, the 
innocent cause of a breach between his mother and 
grandmother, the dowager princess, who had never been 
cordially attached to each other. J Each claimed the 
guardianship of the young prince ; and the dispute was 
at length decided by the states, who ailjudged the im- 
portant office to the elector of Brandeiiburgh and the 
two princesses jointly. § The states of Holland soon 

* Winqucfnrt, Ccrisier, &c. f Milton, Defons. Fnp, Angl, 

t Wicquefort, liv, L p. 7til. § Ccnsier, 
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exercised their influence on the other provinces. Many 
of the prerogatives of the stadtholder were now assumed 
by the people ; andj with the exception of Zealand^ 
which made an ineffectual attempt to name the infant 
prince to the dignity of his ancestors under the title of 
^Villiam III., a perfect unanimity seemed to have re- 
conciled aU opposing interests. The various towns se- 
cured the privileges of appointing their own magistrates^ 
and the direction of the army and navy devolved to the 
Btates-general. 

The time w^as now arrived when the wisdom^ the 
courage^ and the resources of the republic were to be 
put once more to the test, in a contest hitherto without 
example, and never since equalled in its nature. The 
naval wars between Holland and England had their real 
source in the inveterate jealousies and unbounded am- 
bition of both countries, reciprocally convinced that a 
joint supremacy at sea was incompatible with their in- 
terests and their honour, and each resolved to risk every 
thing for their mutual pretensions — to perish rather 
than yield. The United Provinces were assuredly not 
the aggressors in this quarrel. They had made sure of 
their capability to meet it, by the settlement of all 
questions of internal government, and the solid peace 
which secured them against any attack on the part of 
their old and inveterate enemy : but they did not seek 
a rupture. They at flrst endeavoured to ward o%^he 
threatened danger by every effort of conciliation ,■ and 
they met, with temperate management, even the ad- 
vances made by Cromw’ell at the instigation of St.John, 
the chief justice, for a proposed yet impracticable coa- 
lition between the two republics, which was to make 
them one and indivisible. An embassy to the Hague, 
with St. John and Strickland at its head, v/as received 
with all public honours ; but the partisans of the fa- 
milies of Orange and Stuart, and the populace generally, 
openly insulted the ambassadors.*'^ About the same time 
Dprislas, jsl Dutchman naturalised in England, and Sent 
* Clarendon, voL v. p. 16S. 
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on a mission from the parMamentj was murdered at the 
Hagpie by some Scotch officers, friends of the banished 
king ; the massacre of Amboyna, thirty years before^ 
was made a cause of revived complaint ; and altogether 
a sum of injuries was easily made up to turn the pro- 
posed fantastic coalition into a fierce and bloody war. * 
The parliament of England soon found a pretext in 
an outrageous measure, under pretence of providing for 
the interests of commerce. They passed the celebrated 
act of navigation, which prohibited all nations from 
importing into England in their ships any commodity 
which was not the growth and manufacture of their own 
country. This law, though worded generally, was aimed 
directly at the Dutch, who were the general factors and 
carriers of Europe, t Ships were seized, reprisals made, 
the mockery of negotiation carried on, fleets equipped, 
and at length the war broke out 

In the month of May, 16‘52, the Dutch admiral 
Tromp, commanding forty-two ships of war, met with 
the English fleet under Blake in the straits of Dover ; 
the latter, though much inferior in number, gave a sig- 
nal to the Dutch admiral to strike, the usual salutation 
of honour accorded to the English during the monarchy. 
Totally different versions have been given by the two 
admirals’ of what followed. Blake insisted that Tromp, 
instead of complying, fired a broadside at his vessel ; 
Trupip stated that a second and a third bullet were sent 
protnptly from the British ship while he was preparing 
to obey the admirals daim. § The discharge of the 
first broadside is also a matter of contradiction, and of 
course of doubt. But it is of small consequence ; for 
whether hostilities had been hurried on or delayed, they 
were ultimately inevitable. A bloody battle began : it 
lasted five hours. The inferiority in number on the side 
of the English was balanced by the larger size of their 
ships. One Dutch vessel was sunk j another taken ; 
and night parted the combatants. 

* Hume. + TLlr‘m,vol, vii p. 211. 

i Idem, voL vii. p,212. \ Wicquefort, liv. vi. p. 323. 
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The Btates-general heard the news with consterna- 
tion*: they despatched the grand pensionary Pauw on 
a special embassy to London. The imperious parliament 
would hear of neither reason nor remonstrance.f Right 
or wrong, they were resolved on war. Blake was soon 
at sea again with a numerous fleet j Tromp followed 
with a hundred ships ; but a violent tempest separated 
these furious enemies, and retarded for awhile the ren- 
counter they mutually longed for. On the 1 6 th of August 
a battle took place between sir George Ayscue and the 
renowned De Ruyter, near Plymouth, each with aboutforty 
ships; but with no decisive consequences. On the 28th 
of October, Blake, aided by Bourn and Pen, met a Dutch 
squadron of nearly equal force off the coast of Kent, 
under De Ruyter and De Witt. The fight which followed 
was also severe, but not decisive, though the Dutch had 
the w^orst of the day. In the Mediterranean, the Dutch 
admiral Van Galen defeated the English captain Baddely, 
but bought the victory with his life. And, on the 29th 
of November, another bloody conflict took place between 
Blake and Tromp seconded by De Ruyter, near the 
Goodwin Sands. In this determined action Blake was 
wounded and defeated ; five English ships taken, burnt, 
or sunk ; and night saved the fleet from destruction. 
After this victory Tromp placed a broom at his mast- 
head, as if to intimate that he would sweep the Channel 
free of all English ships. J ^ 

Great preparations were made in England to recover 
this disgrace : eighty sail put to sea under Blake, Dean, 
and Monk, so celebrated subsequently as the restorer of 
the monarchy. Tromp and De Ruyter, with seventy-six 
vessels, were descried on the 18th of February, escorting 
three hundred merchantmen up Channel. Three days 
of desperate fighting ended in the defeat of the Dutch, 
who lost ten ships of war and twenty-four merchant 
vessels. Several of the English ships were disabled, one 
sunk; and the carnage on both sides was nearly equal. 
Tromp acquired prodigious honour by this battle; having 

CLTibier. f Hume. t Idt-'m. 
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succeederl, thouf^h defeated, in saving, as has been seen, 
almost the whole of hia immense convoy. On the 12th 
of June and the day following two other actions were 
fought : in the first of which the English admiral Dean 
was killed ; in the second, Monk, Pen, and Lawson amply 
revenged his death, by forcing the Dutch to regain their 
harbours with great loss. 

The 21st of July was the last of these bloody and 
obstinate conflicts for superiority. Tromp issued out 
once more, determined to conquer or die. He met the 
enemy off Scheveling, commanded by Monk. Both fleets 
rushed to the combat. The heroic Dutchman, animating 
his sailors with his sword drawn, was shot through the 
heart with a musket-ball. This event, and this alone, 
won the battle, which was the most decisive of the 
whole war. The enemy captured or sunk nearly thirty 
ships. The body of Tromp was carried with great 
solemnity to the church of Delft, where a magnificent 
mausoleum was erected over the remains of this emi- 
nently brave and distinguished man. 

This memorable defeat, and the death of this great 
naval hero, added to the injury done to their trade, in- 
duced the states- general to seek terms from their too 
powerful enemy. The want of peace was felt throughout 
the whole country. Cromwell was not averse to grant 
it ; hut he insisted on conditions every way disadvan- 
tageous and humiliating. He had revived his chimerical 
Bcbeme of a total conjunction of government, privileges, 
and interests between the two republics. This was 
firmly rejected by John de Witt, now grand pensionary 
of Holland, and by the states under his influence. But 
the Dutch consented to a defensive league; to punish the 
survivors of those concerned in the massacre of Amboy- 
na; to pay 9000^- of indemnity for vessels seized in the 
Sound, .5000/. for the affair of Amboyna, and 85,000/. 
to the English East India company; to cede to them the 
island of Polerone in the East; to yield the honour of the 
national flag to the English ; and, finally, that neither 
the young prince of Orange nor any of his family should 
T 3 
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ever be invested with the dignity of stadtholder,'^’ These 
two latter conditions were certainly degradin^^ to Hol- 
land ; and the conditions of the treaty prove that an 
absurd point of honour was the only real cause for the 
short but bloody and ruinous war which plunj^ed the 
Provinces into overwhelming difficulties. 

For several years after the conclusion of this inglo- 
rious peaccj universal discontent and dissension spread 
throughout the republic. The supporters of the house 
of OrangCj and every impartial friend of the national 
honourj were indignant at the act of exclusion. Mur- 
murs and revolts broke out in several towns; and all was 
once more tumult^ agitation, and doubt. No event of 
considerable importance marks particularly this epoch of 
domestic trouble. A new war was at last pronounced in- 
evitable, and was the means of appeasing the distractions 
of the people, and reconciling by degrees contending jmr- 
ties. Denmark, the ancient ally of the republic, was 
threatened with destruction by Charles Gustavus king of 
Sweden, who held Copenhagen in blockade. The interests 
of Holland were in imminent peril should the Swedes 
gain the passage of the Sound. This double motive in- 
fluenced De Witt ; and he persuaded the statejs^-g^eral 
to send admiral Op dam with a considerable flept talthe 
Baltic. This intrepid successor of the immortal Tromp 
soon came to blows with a rival worthy to meet him. 
Wrangel the Swedish admiral, with a superior force, 
defended the passage of the Sound ; and the two casfl«s 
of Cronenberg and Elsenberg supported his fleet with 
their tremendous fire. But Opdam resolutely advanced: 
though suffering extreme anguish from an attack of gout, 
he had himself carried on deck, where he gave his orders 
with the most admirable coolness and precision, in the 
midst of danger and carnage. The rival monarchs wit- 
nessed the battle; the king of Sweden from the castle of 
Cronenberg, and the king of Denmark from the summit 
of the highest tower in his besieged capital. A brilliant 
victory crowned the efforts of the Dutch admiral, dearly 
♦ Hume, vol. vii. p. S36, 
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bought by the death of lue seeona in command the brave 
De Witt, and il^er Floriion another admiral of note. 
Relief was poured into Copenhagen. Opdam was re- 
placed in the command, too arduous for his infirmities, 
by the still more celebrated De Ruyter, who was greatly 
distinguished by his valour in several successive affairs : 
and after some months more of useless obstinacy, the 
king of Sweden, seeing his army perish in the island of 
Funen, by a combined attack of those of Holland and 
Denmark, consented to a peace highly favourable to the 
latter power.* 

These transactions placed the United Provinces on a 
still higher pinnacle of glory than they had ever reached. 
Intestine disputes were suddenly calmed. The Alge- 
rines and other pirates were swept from the seas by a 
succession of small but vigorous expeditions. The me- 
diation of the states re-established peace in several of the 
petty states of Germany. Flngland and France were 
both held in check, if not preserved in friendship, by 
the dread of their recovered power. Trade and finance 
were re-organised. Every thing seemed to promise a 
long-continued peace and growing greatness, much of 
whigli was owing to the talents and persevering energy 
of De Witt ; and, to complete the good work of European 
tranquillity, the French and Spanish monarchs con- 
cluded in this year the treaty known by the name of the 
peace of the Pyrenees/' 

Cromwell had now closed his career, and Charles II. 
was restored to the throne from which he had so long been 
excluded. The complimentary entertainments rendered 
to the restored king in Holland were on the proudest scale 
of expense. He left the country which had given him 
refuge in misfortune, and done him honour in his pros- 
perity,. with profuse expressions of regard and gratitude. 
Scarcely was he established in his recovered kingdom, 
when a still greater testimony of deference to his wishes 
was paid, by the states-general formally annulling the 
act of exclusion against the house of Orange. A variety 

Ccrieier. 
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of motives^ lioweveij acting on the easy and plastic 
mind of the monarchy soon Sipped whatever of gratitude 
he had at first conceived. He readily entered into the 
views of the Elnglish nation, which was irritated by 
the great commercial superiority of Hollaml, and a jea- 
lousy excited by its close connection with France at this 
period. 

It was not till the 22 d of February, l665, that war 
was formally declared against the Dutch ; but many pre- 
vious acts of hostility had taken place in expeditions 
against their settlements on the coast of Africa and in 
America, which were retaliated by De Ruyter with 
vigour and success. The Dutch used every possible 
means of avoiding the last extremities. De Witt em- 
ployed all the powers of his great capacity to avert the 
evil of war ; but nothing could finally prevent it, and. the 
sea was once more to witness the conflict between those 
who claimed its sovereignty, A great battle was fought 
on the 31st of June. The duke of York, afterwards 
James II., commanded the British fleet, and had under 
him the earl of Sandwich and prince Rupert. The 
Dutch were led on by Opdam ; and the victory was 
decided in favour of the English by the blowing up of 
that admiral’s ship, with himself and his whole crew. 
The loss of the Dutch was altogether nineteen diips. 
De Witt the pensionary then took in person the com- 
mand of the fleet, which was soon equipped; and he 
gave a high proof of the adaptation of genius to a pfir- 
Buit previously unknown, by the rapid knowledge and 
the practical improvements he introduced into some of 
the most intricate branches of naval tactics. * 

Immense efforts were now made by England, but 
with a very questionable policy, to induce Louis XIV. 
to join in the war. Charles offered to ahow of his ac- 
quiring the whole of the Spanish Netherlands, provided 
he would leave him without interruption to destroy the 
Dutch navy, (and, consequently, their commerce,) in 
the by no means certain expectation that its advantages 
* Hume. 
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would all fall to the share of England. But the king of 
France resolved to supp^ the republic. The king of 
Denmark, too, formed an alliance with them, after a 
series of the most strange tergiversations.* Spain^ re- 
duced to feebleness, and menaced with invasion by 
France, showed no alacrity to meet with Charles's over- 
tures for an offensive treaty. Van Galen bishop of 
Munster, a restless prelate, was the only ally he could 
acquire. This bishop, at the head of a tumultuous 
force of 20,000 men, penetrated into Friesland; but 
6000 French were despatched by Louis to the assistance 
of the republic, and this impotent invasion was easily 
repelled. 

The republic, encouraged by all these favourable cir- 
cumstances, resolved to put forward its utmost energies. 
Internal discords were once more appeased ; the har- 
bours were crowded with merchant ships ; the young 
prince of Orange had put himself under the tuition of 
the states of Holland and of De Witt, who faithfully 
executed his trust ; and De Ruyter was ready to lead on 
the fleet. The English, in spite of the dreadful cala- 
mity of the great fire of London, the plague which de- 
solated the city, and a declaration of war on the part of 
France, prepared boldly for the shock. 

The Dutch fleet, commanded by De Ruyter and 
Tromp, the gallant successor of his father's fame, were 
soon at sea. The English, under prince Rupert and 
M^onkj now Juke of Albemarle, did not lie idle in port. 
A battle of four days' continuance, one of the most de- 
termined and terrible up to this period on record, was 
the consequence. The Dutch claim, and it appears 
with justice, to have had the advantage, f But a more 
decisive conflict took place on the 25th of July^, when 
a victory was gained by the English, the enemy having 
three of their admirals killed. My God !” exclaimed 
De Ruyter, during this desperate fight, and seeing the 

• Hume, vdI. vii. p. 406. + Hume. 

X In all these naval battles we have followed Hume and the English 
historians as to dates, which, in almost every instance, are strangely at va- 
riance with those given by the Dutch writers. 
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certainty of defeat ; whaf'a wretch I am ! Among so 
many thousand bullets, is there Rot one to put an end to 
my miserable life ?” 

The king of France hastened forward in this crisis to 
the assistance of the republic ; and De Witt, by a deep 
stroke of policy, amused the English with negotiation 
while a powerful fleet was fitted out. It suddenly ap- 
peared in the Thames, under the command of De Ruyter, 
and all England was thrown into consternation. The 
Dutch took SheernesRj and burned many ships of war; 
almost insulting the capital itself in their predatory in- 
cursion.^ Had the French power joined that of the 
Provinces at this time, and invaded England, the most 
fatal results to that kingdom might have taken place. 
But the alarm soon subsided with the disappearance of 
the hostile fleet ; and the signing the peace of Breda, on 
the 10th of July, l667j extricated Charles from his 
present difficulties. The island of Polerone was restored 
to the Dutch, and the point of maritime superiority was, 
on this occasion, undoubtedly theirs. 

While Holland was preparing to indulge in the luxury 
of national repose, the death of Philip IV. of Spain, and 
the startling ambition of Louis XIV., Jbrought war once 
more to their very doors, and soon even forced it arross 
the threshold of the republic. The king of France, 
setting at nought his solemn renunciation at the peace 
of the Pyrenees of all claims to any part of the Spanish 
territories in right of his wife, who was daughter of fhe 
late king, found excellent reasons (for his own satis- 
faction) to invade a material portion of that declining 
monarchy. Well prepared by the financial and mi- 
litary foresight of Colbert for his great design, he 
suddenly poured a powerful army, under Turenne, into 
Brabant and Flanders ; quickly over-ran and took pos- 
session of these provinces ; and, in the space of three 
weeks, added Fran che- Comte to his conquests.f Eu- 
rope was in universal alarm at these unexpected mea- 
sures ; and no state felt more terror than the republic of 
* Templei vol. Hi. p. 40. &c. f De Keny, M^m. t iL p. 29. 
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the United Provinces.* The interest of all countries 
seemed now to requiref'a coalition against the power 
which had abandoned the house of Austria only to settle 
on France. The first measure to this effect was the 
signing of the triple league between Holland^ Sweden^ 
and Englandj at theHaguej on the 13th of January^ l6()8. 
But this proved to be one of the most futile confeder- 
ations on record. Charles^ with almost unheard-of per- 
fidy throughout the transaction^ fell in with the designs 
of his pernicious and on this occasion purchasedj cabi- 
net tj called the Cabal; and he entered into a secret 
treaty with France^ in the very teeth of his other en- 
gagements, Sweden was dissuaded from the league by 
the arguments of the French ministers ; and Holland in 
a short time found itself involved in a double war with 
its late allies. 

A base and piratical attack on the Dutch Smyrna flecC 
by a large force under sir Robert HolmeSj on the 13th of 
March; 1672; was the first overt act of treachery on the 
part of the English government. The attempt com- 
pletely failed; through the prudence and valour of the 
Dutch admirals ; and Charles reaped only the double 
shame of perfidy and defeat. He instantly issued a 
declaration of war against the republic; on reasoning too 
palpably false to require refutation; and too frivolous to 
merit record to the exclusion of more important matter 
from our narrow limits. 

I^ouis at least covered with the semblance of dignity 
his unjust co-operation in this violence. He soon ad- 
vanced with his army, and the contingents of Munster 
and Cologne; his allieS; amounting altogether to nearly 
170;000 men; commanded by Conde'j Turenne; Luxem- 
bourg, and others of the greatest generals of France. J 
Never was any country less prepared than were the 
United Provinces to resist this formidable aggression. 
Their ai.ny was as nought; their long cessation of mili- 
tary operations by land having totally demoralised that 

* Gourvtlle, M^m, t. iL p. 14. t remple, vol. li. p, I?.*). 

t De NDuy, 
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once invincible branch of their forces. No general ex- 
isted who knew any thing of the practice of war. Their 
very stores of ammunition had been delivered over^ in 
the way of traffic, to the enemy who now pre[)ared to 
overwhelm them. I)e Witt was severely, and not quite 
unjustly, blamed for having suifered the country to be 
thus taken by surprise, utterly defenceless, and apparently 
without resource. Envy of his uncommon merit aggra- 
vated the just complaints against his error. But, above 
all things, the popular affection to the young prince 
threatened, in some great convulsion, the overthrow of 
the pensionary, who was considered eminently hostile to 
the illustrious house of Orange.* 

William III. prince of Orange, now twenty-two 
years of age, was amply endowed with those hereditary 
qualities of valour and wisdom which only required expe- 
rience to give him rank with the greatest of his ancestors. 
The Louvenstein party, as the adherents of the house of 
Orange were called, now easily prevailed in their long- 
conceived design of placing him at the head of affairs, 
with the titles of captain-general and high admiral. De 
Witt, anxious from personal considerations, as well as 
patriotism, to employ every means of active exertion, 
attempted the organisation of an army, and hastened the 
equipment of a formidable fleet of nearly a hundred ships 
of the line and half as many fii e-ships. De Ruyter, 
now without exception the greatest commander of the 
age, set sail with this force in search of the combined 
fleets of England andk France, commanded by the duke 
of York and marshal D’Etrees. He encountered them, 
on the 6th of May, 1672, at Solebay. A most bloody 
engagement was the result of this meeting. Sandwich, 
on the side of the English, and Van Ghent, a Dutch 
admiral, were slain. t The glory of the day was di- 
vided ; the victory doubtful : but the sea was not the 
clement on which the fate of Holland was to be decided. 

The French armies poured like a torrent into the 
territories of the republic. Rivers were passed, towns 
* Hume. t Idem, 
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taken, and provinces ov^r-run, with a rapidity much less 
honourable to France than disgraceful to Holland. No 
victory was gained — no resistance offered ; and it is dis- 
gusting to look back on the fulsome panegyrics with 
which courtiers and poets lauded Louis for those facile 
and inglorious triumphs. The prince of Orange had 
received the command of a nominal army of 70,000 
men ; but with this uiidisciidined and discouraged mass 
he could attempt nothing. He prudently retired into 
the province of Holland, vainly hoping that the numerous 
fortresses on the frontiers would have offered some re- 
sistance to the enemy. Guelders, Overyssel, and Utrecht, 
were already in Louis's hands. Groningen and Fries- 
land were threatened. Holland and Zealand opposed 
obstruction to such rapid conquest from their natural 
position ; and Amsterdam set a noble example to the 
remaining towns — forming a regular and energetic plan 
of defence, and endeavouring to infuse its spirit into the 
rest. The sluices, those desperate sources at once of 
safety and desolation, were opened; the whole country 
submerged; and the other provinces following this ex- 
ample, extensive districts of fertility and wealth were 
given to the sea, for the exclusion of which so many 
centuries had scarcely sufficed. 

The states-general now assembled, and it was decided 
to supplicate for peace at the hands of the combined 
monarchs. The haughty insolence of Louvois coin- 
ciding with the temper of Louis himself, made the 
latter propose the following conditions as the price of 
peace : — to take off all duties on commodities exported 
into Holland; to grant the free exercise of the Romish 
religion in the United Provinces ; to share the churches 
with the catholics, and to pay their priests ; to yield up 
all the frontier towns, with several in the heart of the 
republic ; to pay him 20,000,000 livres ; to send him 
every year a solemn embassy, accompanied by a present 
of a golden medal, as an acknowledgment that they owed 
him their liberty ; and, finally, that they should give 
entire satisfaction to the king of England. 
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Charles^, on his part, after the most insulting treat- 
ment of the ambassadors sent to London^ required^ 
amongst other terms, that the Dutch should give up the 
honour of the flag without reserve, whole fleets being 
expected, even on the coasts of Holland, to lower their 
top-sails to the smallest ship under British colours; 
that the Dutch should pay 1,000,000^. sterling towards 
the charges of the war, and 10,000/. a year for permis- 
sion to fish in the British seas; that they should share 
the Indian trade with the English; and that Walcheren 
and several other islands should be put into the king’s 
hands as security for the performance of the articles.* 

The insatiable monarchs overshot the mark. Exist- 
ence was not worth preserving on these intolerable 
terms. Holland was driven to desperation ; and even 
the people of England were inspired with indignation at 
this monstrous injustice. In the republic a violent ex- 
plosion of popular excess took place. The people now 
saw no safety hut in the courage and talents of the prince 
of Orange. He was tumultuously proclaimed stadt- 
holder. De Witt and his brother Cornells, the con- 
scientious but too obstinate opponents of this measure of 
salvation, fell victims to the popular frenzy, The latter, 
condemned to banishment on an atrocious charge of in- 
tended assassination against the prince of Orange, was 
visited in his prison at the Hague by the grand pen- 
sionary. The rabble, incited to fury by the calumnies 
spread against these two virtuous citizens, broke into the 
prison, forced the unfortunate brothers into the street, 
and there literally tore them to pieces with circumstances 
of the most brutal ferocity. This horrid scene took 
place on the 27th of August, 1672. 

The massacre of the De Witts completely destroyed 
the party of which they were the head. All men now 
united under the only leader left to the country. Wil- 
liam showed himself well worthy of the trust, and of his 
heroic blood. He turned his whole force against the 
enemy. He sought nothing for himself but the glory of 
* Hume, vol. vii. p, 493, 494. 
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saving his country; and taking bis ancestors for models^ 
in the best points of their respective characterSj he com- 
bined prudence with energy, and firmness with moder- 
ation. His spirit inspired all ranks of men. The con- 
ditions of peace demanded by the partner kings were 
rejected with scorn. The wholg nation was moved by 
one concentrated principle of heroism; and it was even 
resolved to put the ancient notion of the first William 
into practice, and abandon the country to the waves, 
sooner than submit to the political annihilation with 
which it was threatened. The capability of the vessels 
in their harbours was calculated ; and they were found 
sufficient to transport 200,000 families to the Indian 
settlements. We must hasten from this sublime picture 
of national desperation. The glorious hero who stands 
in its foreground was inaccessible to every overture of 
corruption. Buckingham, the English ambassador, of- 
fered him, on the part of England and France, the 
independent sovereignty of Holland, if he would aban- 
don the other provinces to their grasp ; and, urging his 
consent, asked him if he did not see that the republic 
was ruined ? There is one means,*' replied the prince 
of Orange, which will save me from the sight of my 
country's ruin — I will die in the last ditch.” * 

Action soon proved the reality of the prince's prpfes- 
sion. He took the field; having first punished with 
death some of the cowardly commanders of the frontier 
towns. He besieged and took Naarden, an important 
place; and, by a masterly movement, formed a junction 
with Montecuculi, wdiom the emperor Leopold had at 
length sent to his assistance with 20,000 men, Gronin- 
gen repulsed the bishop of Munster, the ally of France, 
with a loss of 12,000 men. The king of Spain (such are 
the strange fluctuations of political friendship and enmity) 
sent the count of Monterey, governor of the Belgian 
provinces, with 10,000 men to support the Dutch army. 
The elector of Brandenburg also lent them aid. The 
whole face of affairs was changed; and Louis was obliged 

* Hume. 
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to abandon all his conquests with more rapidity than he 
had made them. Two desperate battles at seaj on the 
28th of May and the 4th of June^ in which lie Ruyter 
and prince Rupert again distinguislied themselves^ only 
proved the valour of the combatants^ leaving victory 
still doubtful. England was with one common feeling 
ashamed of the odidtis war in which the king and his 
unworthy ministers had engaged the nation. Charles 
was forced to make peace on the conditions proposed by 
the Dutch. The honour of the flag was yielded to the 
English I a regulation of trade was agreed to ; all pos- 
sessions were restored to the same condition as before 
the war ; and the states-general agreed to pay the king 
800,000 patacoonsj or nearly 300,000/. 

With these encouraging results from the prince of 
Orange’s influence and example, Holland persevered in 
the contest with France. He, in the first place, made 
head, during a winter campaign in Holland, against 
marshal Luxembourg, who had succeeded Turenne in 
the Low Countries, the latter being obliged to march 
against the imperialists in Westphalia. He next ad- 
vanced to oppose the great Conde, who occupied Bra- 
bant with an army of 45,000 men. After much man- 
mu vring , in which the prince of Orange disjdayed con- 
summate talent, he on one only occasion exposed a part 
of his army to a disadvantageous contest, Conde seized 
on tfce error ; and of his own accord gave the battle to 
which his young opponent could not succeed in forcing 
him. The battle of Senef is remarkable not merely for 
the fury with which it was fought, or for its leaving 
victory undecided, but as being the last combat of one 
commander and the first of the other. The prince of 
Orange,” said the veteran Conde (who had that day 
exposed his person more than on any previous occasion), 

has acted in every thing like an old captain, except 
venturing his life too like a young soldier.” 

The campaign of l6'75 offered no remarkable event; 
the prince of Orange with great prudence avoiding the 
risk of a battle. But the following year was rendered 
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fatally remarkable by the death of the great DeRuyter*, 
who was killed in an action against the French fleet in 
the Mediterranean : and about the same time the not 
less celebrated Turenne met his death from a cannon-ballj 
in the midst of his triun^phs in Germany, This year 
was doubly occupied in a negotiation for peace and an 
active prosecution of the war. LoiuSj at the head of his 
armyj took several towns in Belgium : William was 
unsuccessful in an attempt on Maestri cht. About the 
beginning of winter^ the plenipotentiaries of the several 
belligerents assembled at NimegueOj where the congress 
for peace was held. The^^HollanderSj loaded with debts 
and taxesj and seeing the weakness and slowness of their 
allies the Spaniards and Germansj prognosticated no- 
thing but misfortunes. Their commerce languished ; 
while that of England, now neutral amidst aU these 
quarrels, flourished extremely. The prince of Orange, 
however, ambitious of glory, urged another campaign ; 
and it commenced accordingly. 

In the middle of February, Louis carried Valenciennes 
by storm, and laid siege to St. Omer and Cambray. 
William, though full of activity, courage, and skill, was, 
nevertheless, almost always unsuccessful in the field, and 
never more so than in this campaign. Several towns fell 
almost in his sight j and he was completely defeated in 
the great battle of mount Cassel, by the duke of Orleans 
and marshal Luxembourg. But the period for another 
peace was now approaching. Louis offered fair terms 
for the acceptance of the United Provinces at the con- 
gress of Nimegueiij April, lf)78, as he now considered 
his chief enemies Spain and the empire, who had at first 
only entered into the war as auxiliaries. He was, no 
doubtj principally impelled in his measures by the mar- 
riage of the prince of Orange with the lady Mary, eldest 
daughter of the duke of York, and heir presumptive to 
the English crown, which took place on the 23d of 
October, to the great joy of both the Dutch and English 

* The council of Si»in gave De Ruyter the title and letters patent W 
duke. The latter arrived in Hollancf after his death j and his childre^ 
with true republican spirit, refused to adopt the title. 

U 
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nations. Charles was at this moment the arbiter of the 
peace of Europe ; and though several fluctuations took 
place in his policy in the course of a few months^ as the 
urgent wishes of the parliament and the large presents of 
Louis differently actuated him*^ still the wiser and more 
just course prevailed^ and he finally decided the balance 
by vigorously declaring his resolution for peace; and 
the treaty was consequently signed at Nimeguen^ on the 
10th of August^ 1678. The prince of Orange^, from pri- 
vate motives of spleen^ or a most unjustifiable desire for 
fighting, took the extraordinary measure of attacking the 
French troops under Luxembourg, near Mons, on the 
very day after the signing of this treaty. He must have 
known it, even though it were not officially notified to 
him ; and he certainly had to answer for all the blood 
so wantonly spilt in the sharp though undecisive action 
which ensued, t Spain, abandoned to her fate, was 
obliged to make the best terms she could; and on the 
17th of September she also concluded a treaty with 
France, on conditions entirely favourable to the latter 
power, i * 


CHAP. XX. 

1678—1713. 

FROM THE PEACE OF NIMEGUEN TO THE PEACE OF UTRECHT. 

A FEW years passed over after this period, without the 
occurrence of any transaction sufficiently important to 
require a mention here. Each of the powers so lately 
at war followed the various bent of their respective 
ambition. Charles of England was sufficiently occu- 
pied by ilisputes with parliament, and the diacoveryj 
fabrication, and punishment of plots, real or pretended. 

• Dalrymple’fl App. p. Il2, f Hume, &c, t De Neny, 
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Louis XTV.j by a stretch of audacious pride hitherto 
unknown, arrof^ated to himself the supreme power of 
regulating the rest of Europe, as if all the other princes 
were his vassals. lie established courts, or chambers 
of re-union as they were called, in ]\Ietz and Brisac, 
which cited princes, issued decrees, and authorised 
spoliation, in the most unjust and arbitrary manner.* 
Louis chose to award to himself Luxembourg, Chiny, 
and a considerable portion of Brabant and Flanders, t 
He marched a considerable army into Belgium, which 
the Spanish governors were unable to oppose. The 
prince of Orange, who laboured incessantly to excite a 
confederacy among the other powers of Europe against 
the unwarrantable aggressions of France, was unable* to 
arouse his countrymen to actual war; and was forced, 
instead of gaining the glory he longed for, to consent to 
a truce for twenty years, which the states-general, now 
wholly pacific and not a little cowardly, were too happy 
to obtain from France. The emperor and the king of 
Spain gladly entered into a like treaty. J The fact was, 
that the peace of Nimeguen had disjointed the great 
confederacy which William had so successfully brought 
about; and the various powers were laid utterly pros- 
trate at the feet of the imperious Louis, who for a while 
held the destinies of Europe in his hands. 

Charles II. died most unexpectedly in the year 1^85 ; 
and his obstinately bigoted and unconstitutional suc- 
cessor, James II., seemed, during a reign of not four 
years* continuance, to rush wilfully headlong to ruin. 
During this period, the prince of Orange had main- 
tained a most circumspect and unexceptionable line of 
conduct; steering clear of all interference with English 
affairs; giving offence to none of the political factions; 
and observing in every instance the duty and regard 
which he owed to his father-in-law. § During Mon- 
mouth's invasion he had despatched to James's assist- 
ance six regiments of British troops which were in the 

* Hume. + De Neny, 

t Du Mont, Corps Dipl, t vii. $ Hume, 
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Dutch service^ and he offered to take the command of 
the king’s forces against the rebels. It was from the 
application of James himself that William took any 
part in English affairs * ; for he was more widely and 
much more congenially employed in the establishment 
of a fresh league against France. Louis had aroused a 
new feeling throughout protestant Europe^ by the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nantes. The refugees whom he 
had driven from their native country^ inspired in those 
in wliich they settled hatred of his persecution as well as 
alarm of his power, Holland now entered into all the 
views of the prince of Orange. By his immense in- 
fluence he succeeded in forming the great confederacy 
called the League of Augsbourg, to which the emperor^ 
Spainj and almost every European power but England, 
became parties, t 

James gave the prince reason to believe that he too 
would join in this great project, if William would in 
return concur in his views of domestic tyranny; but 
William wisely refused. James, much disappointed, 
and irritated by the moderation which showed his own 
violence in such striking contrast, expressed his displea- 
sure against the prince, and against the Dutch generally, 
by various vexatious acts. William resolved to main- 
tain a high attitude ; and many applications were made 
to him by the most considerable persons in England for 
relief against James’s violent measures, and which there 
was but one method of making effectual, J That 
method was force. But as long as the princess of 
Orange was certain of succeeding to the crown on her 
father’s death, William hesitated to join in an attempt 
that might possibly have failed and lost her her inhe- 
ritance. But the birth of a son, which, in giving James 
a male heir, destroyed all hope of redress for the kingdom, 
decided the wavering, and rendered the determined 
desperate. The prince chose the time for his enterprise 
with the sagacity, arranged its plan with the prudence. 


* Hume. 
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and put it into execution with the vigour, which were 
habitual qualities of his mind. 

Louis XIV., menaced by the League of Augsboiirg, 
had resolved to strike the first blow against the allies. 
He invaded Germany ; so that the Dutch preparations 
seemed in the first instance intended as measures of 
defence against the progress of the French. But 
Louis’s envoy at the Hague could not be long deceived. 
He gave notice to his master, who in his turn warned 
James. But that infatuated monarch not only doubted 
the intelligence, but refused the French king’s offers of 
assistance and co-operation. On the 21st of October 
the prince of Orange, with an army of 14,000 men, 
and a fleet of 500 vessels of all kinds, set sail from 
Helvoetsluys ; and after some delays from bad weather 
he safely landed his army in Torbay, on the 5th of No- 
vember, 1688 . * The desertion of James’s best friends ; 
his own consternation, flight, seizure, and second escape ; 
and the solemn act by which he was deposed; were the 
rapid occurrences of a few weeks : and thus the grandest 
revolution that England had ever seen was happily con- 
summated. Without entering here on legislative rea- 
sonings or party sophisms, it is enough to record the 
act itself; and to say, in reference to our more imme- 
diate subject, that without the assistance of Holland and 
her glorious chief, England might have still remained 
enslaved, or have had to purchase liberty by oceans of 
blood. By the bill of settlement the crown was con- 
veyed jointly to the prince and princess of Orange, the 
sole administration of government to remain in the 
prince ; and the new sovereigns were proclaimed on the 
23d of February, I 6 S 9 . The convention, which had 
arranged this important point, annexed to the settlement 
a declaration of rights, by which the powers of royal 
prerogative and the extent of popular privilege were 
defined and guaranteed.f 

William, now become king of England, still preserved 
his title of stadtholder of Holland ; and presented the 
• Hume. f Idem. 
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singular instance of a monarchy anti a republic being 
at tile same time governed by the same individual. But 
■whether as a king or a citizen, William was actuated by 
one grand and powerful principle, to which every act 
of private administration was made subservient, although 
it certainly called for no sacrifice that was not required 
for the political existence of the two nations of which 
he was the head. Inveterate opposition to the power of 
Louis XIV. was this all-absorbing motive. A senti- 
ment so mighty left William but little time for inferior 
points of government, and every thing but that seems 
to have irritated and disgusted him. He was soon 
again on the Continent, the chief theatre of his efforts. 
He put himself in front of the confederacy which re- 
sulted from the congress of Utrecht in 169O, He took 
the command of the allied army ; and tiU the hour of 
his death he never ceased his indefatigable course of 
hostility, whether in the camp or the cabinet, at the 
head of the allied armies, or as the guiding spirit of the 
councils which gave them force and motion. 

Several 6ampaigns were expended and bloody combats 
fought, almost all to the disadvantage of William, whose 
genius for war was never seconded by that good for- 
tune which so often decides the fate of battles in defiance 
of all the calculations of talent. But no reverse had 
power to shake the constancy and courage of William, 
He always appeared as formidable after defeat as he 
was before action. His conquerors gained little but the 
honour of the day. Fleurus, Steinkerk, Herwinde, 
were successively the scenes of his evil fortune, and the 
sources of his fame. His retreats were master-strokes 
of vigilant activity and profound combinations. Many 
eminent sieges took place during this war. Among other 
towns, Mons and Namur were taken by the French, and 
Huy by the allies; and the army of marshal ViUeroi bom- 
barded Brussels during three days, in August, 1695, with 
sueh fury that the town-house, fourteen churches, and 
4000 houses, were reduced to ashes. The year following 
this event saw another undecisive campaign. During 
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the continuance of this war^ the naval transactions pre- 
sent no "raiul results. Du Bart, a celebrated adven- 
turer of Dunkirk_, occujiies the leading place in those 
affairsj in which he carried on a desultory but active 
warfare against the Dutch and English fleetSj and gene- 
rally with great success. 

All the nations which had taken part in so many wars 
were now becoming exhausted by the contest, but none 
so much so as France, The great despot who had so long 
wielded the energies of that country with such wonder- 
ful splendour and success, found that his unbounded love 
of dominion was gradually sapping all the real good of 
his people, in chimerical schemes of universal conquest. 
England, though with much resolution voting new sup- 
plies, and in every way upholding WiUiam in his plans 
for the continuance of war, was rejoiced when Louis 
accepted the mediation of Charles XI. king of Sweden, 
arid agreed to concessions which made peace feasible.* 
The emperor and Charles II. of Spain were less satisfied 
with those concessions: but every thing was finally 
arranged to meet the general views of the pities, and 
negotiations were opened at Ryswick. The death of the 
king of Sweden, and the minority of his son and suc- 
cessor, the celebrated Charles XII., retarded them on 
points of form for some time, At length, on the 20th 
of September, l697> the articles of the treaty were sub- 
scribed by the Dutch, English, Spanish, and French 
ambassadors, t The treaty consisted of seventeen ar- 
ticles. The French king declared he would not disturb 
or disquiet the king of Great Britain, whose title he now 
for the first time acknowledged. Between France and 
Holland were declared a general armistice, perpetual 
amity, a mutual restitution of towns, a reciprocal renun- 
ciation of all pretensions upon each other, and a treaty 
of commerce which was immediately put into execution. 
Thus, after this long, expensive, and sanguinary war, 
tilings were established just on the footing they had been 
by the peace of Nimeguen; and a great, though unavail- 
* SmoUett, voL i. pp. 316, 317. t De Neoy. 
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able lessoRj read to tlie world on the futility and wick- 
edness of those quarrels in which the personal ambition 
of kings leads to the misery of the people. Had the 
allies been true to each other throughout^ Louis would 
certainly have been reduced much lower than he now 
was. His pride was humbled, and his encroachments 
stopped. But the sulFerings of the various countries 
engaged in the war were too generally reciprocal to make 
its result of any material benefit to either. The em- 
peror held out for a while, encouraged by the great vic- 
tory gained by his general^ prince Eugene of Savoy, over 
the Turks at Zenta in Hungary; but he finally acceded 
to the terms offered by France: the peace, therefore, 
became general, but unfortunately for Europe of very 
short duration. 

France, as if looking forward to the speedy renewal 
of hostilities, still kept her armies undisbanded. Let the 
foresight of her politicians have been what it might, this 
negative proof of it was justified by events. The king 
of Spain, a weak prince, without any direct heir for hia 
possessioift, considered himself authorised to dispose of 
their succession by will, The leading powers of Europe 
thought otherwise, and took this right upon themselves.* 
Charles died on the Ist of November, 1700, and thus put 
the important question to the test. By a solemn testa- 
ment he declared Philip duke of Anjou, second son of the 
dauphin, and grandson of Louis XIV,, his successor to 
the whole of the Spanish monarchy, t Louis immediately 
renounced his adherence to the treaties of partition, 
executed at the Hague and in London in I 698 and 
1700 , and to which he had been a contracting party; 
and prepared to maintain the act by which the last of 
the descendants of Charles V. bequeathed the possessions 
of Spain and the Indies to the family which had so long 
been the inveterate enemy and rival of his own. 

The emperor Leopold, on his ^t, prepared to 
defend his claims; and thus commenced the new war 
between him and France, which took its name from the 
* De Heny. t Du Mont, Corpi Diplom. 
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succession which formed the object of dispute. Hostili- 
ties were commenced in Italy, where prince Eugene, the 
conqueror of the Turks, commanded for Leopold, and 
every day made for himself a still more brilliant repu- 
tation. Louis sent his grandson to Spain to take pos- 
session of the inheritance, for which so hard a fight 
was yet to be maintained, with the striking expression 
at parting-—^'’ My child, there are no longer any Pyre- 
nees!” an expression most happily unprophetic for the 
future independence of Europe, for the moral force of 
the barrier has long existed after the expiration of the 
family compact which was meant to deprive it of ita 
force. 

Louis prepared to act vigorously. Among other 
measures, he caused part of the Dutch army that was 
quartered in Luxembourg and Brabant to be suddenly 
made prisoners of war, because they would not own 
Philip V. as king of Spain. The states-general were 
dreadfully alarmed, immediately made the required ac- 
knowledgment, and in consequence had their soldiers 
released.* They quickly reinforced their *garrison9, 
purchased supplies, solicited foreign aid, and prepared 
for the worst that might happen. They wrote to king 
William, professing the most inviolable attachment to 
England; and he met their application by warm as- 
surances of support, and an immediate reinforcement of 
three regiments, 

William followed up these measures by the formation 
of the celebrated treaty called the Grand Alliance, by 
which England, the States, and the emperor covenanted 
for the support of the pretensions of the latter to the 
Spanish monarchy, t William was preparing, in spite of 
his declining health, to take his usual lead in the military 
operations now decided on, and almost all Europe was 
again looking forward to his guidance, when he died on 
the 8th of March/*1701, leaving his great plans to re- 
ceive their execution from still more able adepts in the 
ark of war, 


• Smollett. 
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William’s character has been traced by many hands. 
In his capacity of king of England, it is not our province 
to judge him in this place. As stadtliolder of Holland, he 
merits unqualihed praise. Like his great ancestor William 
I,, whom he more resembled than any other of his race, 
he saved the country in a time of such imminent peril 
that its abandonment seemed the only resource left to 
the inhabitants, who preferred self-exile to slavery. All 
his acts were certainly merged in the one overwhelming 
object of a great ambition — that noble quality, which, 
if coupled with the love of country, is the very essence 
of true heroism. William was the last of that illustri- 
ous line which for a century and a half had filled Europe 
with admiration. He never had a child; and being 
himself an only one, his title as prince of Orange passed 
into anotlier branch of the family. He left his cousin 
prince Prison of Nassau, the stadtholder of Friesland, 
his sole and universal heir, and appointed the states- 
general his executors.^ 

William’s death filled Holland with mourning and 
alarm. The meeting of the states-general after this sad 
intelligence was of a most affecting description ; but 
William, like all master-minds, had left thei mantle of his 
inspiration on his friends and followers. Heinsius the 
grand pensionary followed up the views of the lamented 
stadtholder with considerable energy, and was answered 
by the unanimous exertions of the country. Strong as- 
surances of support' from queen Anne, WiUiam’s succes- 
sor, still further encouraged the republic, which now 
vigorously prepared for war. But it did not lose this 
occasion of recurring to the form of government of l650. 
No new stadtholder was now appointed; the supreme 
authority being vested in the general assembly of the 
states, and the active direction of affairs confided to the 
grand pensionary. This departure from the form of 
government which had been on variom occasions proved 
to be essential to the safety, although at all times hazard- 
ous to the independence, of the states, was not attended 
* Smollett. 
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with any evil consequences. The factions and the 
anarchy wliich had before been the consequence of the 
course now adopted^ were prevented by the potent influ- 
ence of national fear lest the enemy might triumph^ and 
crush the liopes^ the jealousies^ and the enmities of all 
parties in one general ruin. Thus the common danger 
awoke a common interest, and the splendid successes of 
her allies kept Holland steady in the career of patriotic 
energy which had its rise in the dread of her redoubt- 
able foe. 

The joy in France at William's death was propor- 
tionate to the grief it created in Holland; and the arro- 
gant confidence of Louis seemed to know no bounds. 

I will punish these audacious merchants/’ said hej 
with an air of disdain^ when he read the manifesto of 
Holland ; not foreseeing that those he affected to despise 
so much wouldj ere long^ command in a great measure 
the destinies of his crown. Queen Anne entered upon 
the war with masculine intrepidity, and maintained it 
with heroic energy. Efforts w^ere made by the English 
ministry and the states-general to mediate betw'een the 
kings of Sweden and Voland. But Charles XII., en- 
amoured of glory, and bent on the one great object of 
his designs against Russia, would listen to nothing that 
might lead him from his immediate career of victory.^ 
Many other of the northern princes were withlield, by 
various motiveSj from entering into the contest with 
France, and its whole brunt devolved on the original 
members of the grand alliance. The generals who car- 
ried it on were Marlborough and prince Eugene. The 
former, at its commencement an earl, and subsequently 
raised to the dignity of duke, was declared generalissimo 
of the Dutch and English forces. He was a man of 
most powerful genius, both as warrior and politician. A 
pupil of tlie great Turenne, his exploits left those of his 
master in the sha'de. No commander ever possessed in 
a greater degree the faculty of forming vast designs, and 
of carrying them into eflfect with consummate skill; 

• Voltaire. 
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no one displayed more coolness and courage in action, 
Baw with a keener eye the errors of the enemy, or knew 
better how to profit by success. He never laid siege ^ 
a town that he did not take, and never fought a battle 
that he did not gain. * 

Prince Eugene joined to the h^hest order of per- 
sonal bravery a profound judgment Tor the grand move- 
ments of war, and a capacity for the most minute of the 
minor details on which their successful issue so often de- 
pends. United in the same cause, these two great gene- 
rals pursued their course without the least misunderstand- 
ing. At the close of each of those successive campaigns, 
in which they reaped such a full harvest of renown, 
they retired together to the Hague, to arrange, in the 
profoundest secrecy, the plans for the next year's oper- 
ations, with one other person, who formed the great point 
of union between them, and completed a triumvirate 
without a parallel in the history of political affairs. 
This third was Heinsius, one of those great men pro- 
duced by the republic whose names are tantamount to 
the most detailed eulogium for talent and patriotism. 
Every enterprise projected by the confederates was deli- 
berately examined, rejected, or approved by these three 
associates, whose strict union of purpose, disowning all 
petty rivalry, formed the centre of counsels and the 
source of circumstances finally so fatal to France, t 

Louis XIV., now sixty years of age, could no longer 
himself command his armies, or probably did not wish 
to risk the reputation he was conscious of having gained 
by the advice and services of Turenne, Conde, and Lux- 
embourg. Louvois, too, was dead; and Colbert no 
longer managed hia finances. A council of rash and 
ignorant ministers hung like a dead weight on the ta- 
lent of the generals who succeeded the great men above 
mentioned. Favour and not merit too often decided 
promotion, and lavished command. Vendome, Villars, 
Bou filers, and Berwick, were set aside, to make way for 
Villeroi, Tallard, and Marsin, men every way inferior. 

* Hilt de Voltaire, Charlei XII, p. 112, + Voltaire. 
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The war began in 1702 in Italy^ and Marlborough 
opened his first campaign in Brabant also in that year. 
For several succeeding years the confederates pursued a 
Career of brilliant succesSj the details of which do not 
properly belong to this work. A mere chronology of 
celebrated battles would be of little interestj and the pages 
of English history abound in records of those deeds. 
Blenheimj Ramilljll^ Oudenarde, and Malplaquet, are 
names that speak for themselves, and tell their own tale 
of glory. The utter humiliation of France was the re- 
sult of events, in which the undying fame of England 
for inflexible perseverance and unbounded generosity was 
joined in the strictest union with that c*f Holland; and 
the impetuous valour of the worthy successor to the title of 
prince of Orange was, on many occasions, particularly at 
Malplaquet, supported by the devotion and gallantry of the 
Dutch contingent in the allied armies. The naval affairs 
of Holland offered nothing very remarkable. The States 
had always a fleet ready to support the English in their 
enterprises ; but no eminent admiral arose to rival the re- 
nown of Rooke,Byng, Benbow, and others of their allies. 
The first of those admirals took Gibraltar, which has ever 
since remained in the possession of England, The great 
earl of Peterborough carried on the war with splendid 
success in Portugal and Spain’, supported occasionally by 
the English fleet under sir Cloudesley Shovel, and that 
of Holland under admirals Allemonde and Wapenaer.* 
During the progress of the war, tlie haughty and 
long-time imperial Louis was reduced to a state of hu- 
miliation that excited a compassion so profound as to 
prevent its own open expression — the most galling of all 
sentiments to a proud mind. In the year 1709 he so- 
licited peace on terms of most abject submission. The 
states-general, under the influence of the duke of Marl- 
borough and prince Eugene, rejected aU his suppUcations, 
retorting unsparingly the insolent harshness with which 
he had formerly received similar proposals from them. 
France, roused to renewed exertions by the insulting treaN 
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ment, experienced by her humiliated but still haughty 
despotj made prodigious but vain efforts to repair her 
ruinous losses. In the following year Louis renewed 
his attempts to obtain some tolerable conditions ; offerii^ 
to renounce his grandson, and to comply with all tha 
former demands of the confederates. * Even these 
overtures were rejected; Holland ar^ England appearing 
satisfied with nothing short of, wh* was after all im- 
practicable, the total destruction of the great power 
which Louis had so long proved to be incompatible with 
their welfare. The war still went on ; and the taking 
of Bouchain on the 30th of August, 1711, closed the 
almost unrivalled military career of Marlborough, by 
the success of one of his boldest and best conducted 
exploits, t Party intrigue had accomplished what, in 
court parlance, is called the disgrace, but which, in the 
language of common sense, means only the dismissal, of 
this great man. The new ministry, who hated the 
Dutch, now entered seriously into negotiations with 
France. The queen acceded to these views, and sent 
special envoys to communicate with the court of Ver- 
sailles. The states-general found it impossible to con- 
tinue hostilities if England withdrew from the coalition; 
conferences were consequently opened at Utrecht in the 
month of January, 1712. England took the important 
station of arbiter in the great question there debated. 
The only essential conditions which she demanded in- 
dividually, were the renunciation of all claims to the 
crown of France by Philip V. and the demolition of the 
harbour of Dunkirk. The first of these was the more 
readily ajcceded to, as the great battles of Almanza and 
ViUaviciosa, gained by Philip's generals the dukes of 
Berwick and Vendome, had steadily fixed him on the 
throne of Spain — a point still more firmly secured by the 
death of the emperor Joseph I., son of Leopold, and the 
elevation of his brother Charles, Philip's competitor for 
the crown of Spain, to the imperial dignity by the title 
of Charles VI. 


* Smollett 


f Idem. 



1713. PEACE OP UTRECHT. 503 

The peace was not ilefinitively signed until the 
11th of Aprils 1713 ; ami France obtained far better 
conditions than those which were refused her a few 
jtears previously. The Belgian provinces were given to 
the new emperoTj and must henceforth be called the 
' Austrian instead of the Spanish Netherlands. The 
gold and the blood of Holland had been profusely ex- 
pended during this contest ; it might seem for no po- 
sitive results ; but the exhaustion produced to every one 
of the other belligerents was a source of peace and 
prosperity to the republic. Its commerce was re-es- 
tablished ; its financial resources recovered their level ; 
and altogether we must fix on the epoch now before us 
as that of its utmost point of influence and greatness. 
France^ on the contrary, was now reduced from its 
palmy state of almost European sovereignty to one of 
the deepest misery ; and its monarch, in his old age, 
found little left of his former power but those records of 
poetry, painting, sculpture, and architecture, which tell 
posterity of his magnificence, and the splendour of which 
throw his faults and his misfortunes into the shade. 

The great object now to be accomplished by the 
United Provinces was the regulation of a distinct and 
guaranteed line of frontier between the republic and 
France. Tliis object had become by degrees, ever since 
the peace of Munster, a fundamental maxim of their 
politics. The interposition of the Belgian provinces 
between the republic and France was of serious incon- 
venience to the former in this point of view. It was 
made the subject of a special article in the grand 
alliance.'" In the year 1707 it was particularly dis- 
cussed between England and the States, to the great 
discontent of the emperor, who was far from wishing 
its definitive settlement. * But it was now become an 
indispensable item in the total of important measures 
whose Accomplishment was called for by the peace of 
Utrecht. Conferences were opened on this sole question 
at Antwerp in the year 1714; and, after protracted and 
* De Neny, t. i. p, 141. 
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difficult discussions, the treaty of the Barrier was con^ 
eluded on the l^th of November, 1715. For the twenty-* 
six articles contained in this important document we 
must refer to the work the most valuable on such poi]it|^ ] 
and already so often quoted. * , H 

This treaty was looked oiy;w^ an evil eye in tfiSl 
Austrian Netherlands. The^Jpiiour was great and 
general; jealousy of the commercial prosperity^of HoU 
land being the real motive. Long negotiatifb'^tODk 
place on the subject of the treaty; and in ©Wember, 
1718, the republic consented to modify some of the 
articles. The pragmatic sanction, published at Vienna 
in 1713 by Charles VI., regulated the succession to all 
the imperial hereditary possessions ; and, among the 
rest, the provinces of the Netherlands. But this ar- 
rangement, though guaranteed by the chief powers of 
Europe, was, in the sequel, little respected, and but 
indifferently executed, t 


CHAP. XXI. , 

1713 — 1795 . 

FROM THE PEACE OP UTRECHT TO THE INCORPORATION OT 
BELGIUM WITH THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

During a period of thirty years following the treaty of 
Utrecht, the republic enjoyed the unaccustom^ bless- 
ing of profound peace. While the discontents^ of the 
Austrian Netherlands on the subject of the treaty of 
the barrier were in debate, the quadruple alliance was 
formed between Holland, England, France, and the em- 
peror, for reciprocal aid against all enemies, fomgn and 
domestic. J It was in vfr'hie of this treaty that the pre- 
tender to the English throne received orders to remove 

• See De Neny’s Mfmoires, t. i. p. 142. &c. + De Neny. 
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from France ; and the states-general about the same 
time arrested the Swedish ambassador, baron Gortz, 
whose intrigues excited some suspicion. The death of 
fiouis XIV. had once more changed the political system 
®f Europe; and the commencement of the eighteenth 
Century was fertile Jpl ^fiegotiations and alliances in 
which we have at pre^ftUbut little direct interest. The 
rights the republic were in all instances respected; 
and4®Siand did not cease to be considered as a power 
of the rfrSt distinction and consequence. The establish- 
ment of an East India company at Ostend, by the em- 
peror Charles VI., in 1722, was the principal cause of 
disquiet to the United Provinces, and the most likely to 
lead to a rupture. But, by the treaty of Hanover in 
172Gj the rights of Holland resulting from the treaty 
of Munster were guaranteed ; and in consequence the 
emperor abolished the company of his creation, by the 
treaty of Seville in and that of Vienna in 1731. 

The peace which now reigned in Europe allowed the 
United Provinces to direct their whole efforts towards 
the reform of those internal abuses resulting from feud- 
ality and fanaticism. Confiscations were reversed, and 
property secured throughout the republic. It received 
into its protection the persecuted sectarians of France, 
Germany, and Hungary ; and the tolerant wisdom which 
it exercised in these measures gives the best assurance 
of its justice and prudence in one of a contrary nature, 
forming a solitary exception to them. This was the 
expulsion of the Jesuits, whose dangerous and destruc- 
tive do^rines had been long a warrant for this salutary 
example to the protestant states of Europe. 

In the year 1732 the United Provinces were threat- 
ened with imminent peril, which accident alone pre- 
vented from becoming fatal to their very existence. It 
was perceived that the dykes/^hich had for ages pre- 
served the coasts, were in many places crumbling to 
ruin, in spite of the enormous expenditure of money and 
labour devoted to their preservation. By chance it was 
discovered that the beams, piles, and other timber works 
X 
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employed in the construction of the dykes^ were eaten 
through in all parts by a species of sea-worm hitherto 
unknown. The terror of the people was^ as may be 
supposed^ extreme. Every possible resource was applied 
which could remedy the evil^^^hard frost providenti^iljr 
set in and destroyed the reptiles * ; and the 

country was thus saved frgs| jj^| |tnger tenfol^ greater 
than that involved in a dozeWPiffs. 

The peace of Europe was once more cUstipafed in 
1733. Poland, Germany, France, and SpM, were all 
embarked in the new war. Holland and England stood 
aloof; and another family alliance of great consequence 
drew still closer than ever the bonds of union between 
them. The young prince of Orange, who in 1728 had 
been elected stadtholder of Groningen and Gu elders, in 
addition to that of Friesland which had been enjoyed 
by his father, had in the year 1734 married the princess 
Anne, daughter of George II. of England; and by thus 
adding to the consideration of the house of Nassau, had 
opened a field for the recovery of all its old distinctions. 

The death of the emperor Charles VI., in October, 
1740, left his daughter, the archduchess Maria Theresa, 
heiress of his throne and possessions. Young, beautiful, 
and endowed with qualities of the highest order, she was 
surrounded with enemies whose envy and ambition 
would have despoiled her of her splendid rights. Fre- 
derick of Prussia, surnamed the Great, in honour of his 
abilities rather than his sense of justice, the electors of 
Bavaria and Saxony, and the kings of Spain ^d Sar- 
dinia, all pressed forward to the spoliation of an mherit- 
ance whi^ seemed a fair play for all comers. But 
Maria Theresa, first joining her husband, duke Francis 
of Lorraine, in her sovereignty, but without prejudice 
to it, under the title of co-regent, took an attitude truly 
heroic. "When every thing seemed to threaten tlie dis- 
memberment of her states, she threw herself upon the 
generous fidelity of her Hungarian subjects with a dig- 
nified resolution that has few examples. There was 
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imperial grandeur even in her appeal to their compassioiii 
The results were electrical ; and the whole tide of for- 
tune was rapidly turned. 

England and Holland were the first to come to the 
aid^f the young and empress. George II., 

at the head of his ar]d|p^«^ the victory of Dettingen, 
in sup^rt of her 1743; the states-general 

having contributed SO^OW men and a large subsidy to 
her '"Igpuis XV. resolved to throw his whole influ- 
ence into tne scale against these generous efforts in the 
princess's favour; and he invaded the Austrian Nether- 
lands in the following year. Marshal Saxe commanded 
under him, and at first carried every thing before him. 
Holland, having furnished £0,000 troops and six ships 
of war to George II. on the invasion of the young x*re- 
tender, was little in a state to oppose any formidable 
resistance to the enemy that threatened her own frontiers. 
The republic, wholly attached for so long a period to 
pursuits of peace and commerce, had no longer good 
generals nor effective armies ; nor could it even put a 
fleet of any importance to sea, Yet with all these dis- 
advantages it would not yield to the threats nor the 
demands of France ; resolved to risk a new war rather 
than succumb to an enemy it had once so completely 
humbled and given the law to. 

Conferences were opened at Breda, hut interrupted 
almost as soon as commenced. Hostilities were renewed. 
The memorable battle of Fontenoy was offered and 
gloriou^ fought by the allies ; accepted and spentUdly 
won by the French. Never did the English and Dutch 
troops act more nobly in concert than on this remarkable 
occasion. The valour of the French was not less con- 
spicuous ; and the success of the day was in a great 
measure decided by the Irish battalions, sent, by the 
lamentable politics of those and much later clays, to 
swell the ranks and gain the battles of England's ene- 
mies. Marshal Saxe followed up his advantage the 
following year, taking Brussels and many other towns. 
Almost the whole of the Austrian Netherlands being 

X 2 
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Row in the power of Louis XV.^ and the United Pro- 
vinces again exposed to invasion and threatened with 
danger^ they had once more recourse to the old expe- 
dient of the elevation of the house of Orange^ which 
in times of imminent peril seemed to present a never- 
failing palladium. Zealailj^jWM the first to give the 
impulsion; the other pro^ces soon followed the ex- 
ample; and William IV. was proclaimed st^holder 
and captain-generalj amidst the almost unanimous re- 
joicings of all. These dignities were soon aft^ declared 
hereditary both in the male and female line of succession 
of the house of Orange Nassau. 

The year 1748 saw the termination of the brilliant 
campaigns of Louis XV- during this bloody war of 
eight years' continuance. The treaty of Aix-la-Chapellej 
definitively signed on the 18th of October^ put an end 
to hostilities ; Maria Theresa was established in her 
rights and power; and Europe saw a fair balance of the 
nations^ which gave promise of security and peace. But 
the United Provinces^ when scarcely recovering from 
struggles which had so checked their prosperity, were 
employed in new and universal grief and anxiety by the 
death of their young stadtholder, which happened at the 
Hague, October 13. 1751. He had long been kept ou 
of the government, though by no means deficient in the 
talents suited to his station. His son, William V., 
aged but three years and a half, succeeded him, under 
the guardianship of his mother, Anne of England, 
^daughter of George II., a princess represented to be of 
a proud and ambitious temper, who immediately assumed 
a high tone of autliority in the state.’’*^ 

The war of seven years, which agitated the north of 
Europe, and deluged its plains with blood, was almost the 
only one in which the republic was able to preserve a 
Btrict neutrality throughout. But this happy state of 
tranquillity was not, as on former occasions, attended by 
that prodigious increase of commerce, and that accumu- 
lation of wealth, which had so often astonished the world. 

* HfH-ace Walpole’B M«in. vol, i, p, 179, ISO. 
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Differing with England on the policy which led the latter 
to weaken and humiliate France, jealousies sprung up 
between the two countries^ and Dutch commerce became 
the object of the most vexatious and injurious efforts on 
the part of England. Remonstrance was vain ; resist- 
ance impossible; and tht^^ine of the republic hurried 
rapidly j)n. The H an seatiitf towns, the American colo- 
nies, tRi northern states of Europe, and France itself, 
all enter^ into the rivalry with Holland, in which, how- 
ever, England carried off the most important prizes. 
Several private and petty encounters took place between 
the vessels of England and Holland, in consequence of 
the pretensions of the former to the right of search; and 
had the republic possessed the ability of former periods, 
and the talents of a Tromp or a De Ruyter, a new war 
would no doubt have been the result. But it was forced 
to submit ; and a degrading but irritating tranquillity 
was the consequence for several years; the national feel- 
ings receiving a salvo for home decline by some extension 
of colonial settlements in the East, in which the island 
of Ceylon was included. ’ 

In the midst of this inglorious "state of things, and 
the domestic abundance which was the only compen- 
sation for the gradual loss of national influence, the 
installation of William V. in 176b’; his marriage with 
the princess of Prussia, niece of Frederick the Great, in 
176*8 ; and the birth of two sons, the eldest on the 24jth 
of August, 1772; successively took place. Magnificent 
fetes celebrated these events ; the satisfied citizens litfle 
little imagining, amid their indolent rejoicings, the dismal 
futurity of revolution and distress which was silentlv but 
rapidly preparing for their country. 

Maria Theresa, reduced to widowhood by the death 
of her husband, whom she had elevated to the imperial 
dignity by the title of Francis I., continued for a while 
to rule singly her vast possessions ; and had profited bo 
little by the sufferings of her own early reign, that she 
joined in the iniquitous dismemberment of Poland, which 
has left an indelible stain on her memory, and on that of 
X 3 



SIO HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS. 1780. 

Frederick of Prussia and Catharine of Russia. In her 
own dominions she was adored; and her name is to this 
day cherished in Belgium among the dearest recollections 
of the people. 

The impulsion given to the political mind of Europe 
hy the revolution in North America was soon felt in die 
Netherlands. The wish for reform was not merely con- 
fined to the people. A memorable instance wai offered 
by Joseph 11.^ son and successor of Maria Theresa^ that 
sovereigns were not only susceptible of rational notions 
of change^ but that the infection of radical extravagance 
could penetrate even to the imperial crown. Disgusted 
by the despotism exercised by the clergy of Belgium^ 
Joseph commenced his reign by measures that at once 
roused a desperate spirit of hostility in the priesthood^ 
and soon spread among the bigoted mass of the people^ 
who were wholly subservient to their will. Miscalculat- 
ing his own power^ and undervaluing that of the priests^ 
the emperor issued decrees and edicts with a sweeping 
violence that shocked every prejudice and roused every 
passion perilous to the country. Toleration to the pro- 
testantsj emancipatian of the clergy from the papal yoke 
reformation in the system of theological instruction^ 
were among the wholesale measures of the emperor's 
enthusiasmj so imprudently attempted and so virulently 
opposed. 

But ere the deep-sown seeds of bigotry ripen^ to revolt^ 
or produced the fruit of active resistance in Belgium^ 
Holland had tojpndure the mortification of another war 
with England. The republic resolved on a futile imi- 
tation of the northern powers, who had adopted the 
difficult and anomalous system of an armed neutrality, 
for the prevention of English <iomination on the seas. 
The right of search, so proudly established by this power, 
was not likely to be wrenched from it by manifestoes or 
remonstrances ; and Holland was not capable of a more 
effectual warfare. In the year 1781, St. Eustache, Su- 
rinam, Essequibo, and Demerara, were taken by British 
Valour ; and in the following year several of the Dutdi 
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colonies in the East^ well fortified but ill defended^ also 
fell into the hands of England. Almost the whole of 
those colonies, the remnants of prodigious power acq^uired 
by such incalculable instances of enterprise and courage^ 
were one by one assailed and taken. But this did not 
suffice for the satisfaction of English objects in the pro- 
secution of the war. It was also resolved to deprive 
Holland of the Baltic trade. A squadron of seven vessels^ 
commanded by sir Hyde Parker, was encountered on the 
Dogger Bank by a squadron of Dutch ships of the same 
force under admiral Zoutman. An action of four hours 
was maintained with all the ancient courage which made 
so many of the memorable sea-fights between Tromp, 
De Buy ter, Blake, and Monk, drawn battles. A storm 
separated the combatants, and saved the honour of each ; 
for both had suffered alike, and victory had belonged to 
neither. The peace of 1784 terminated this short, but, 
to Holland, fatal war; the two latter years of which had 
been, in the petty warfare of privateering, most dis- 
astrous to the commerce of the republic. Negapatam 
on the coast of Coromandel, and the free navigation of 
the Indian seas, were ceded to England, who occupied 
the other various colonies taken during the war. 

Opinion was now rapidly opening out to that spirit of 
intense enquiry which arose in France, and threatened 
to sweep before it not only all that w^as corrupt, but 
every thing that tended to corruption. It is in the very 
essence of all kinds of power to have that tendency, 
and, if not checked by -salutary means, tjo reach that end. 
But the reformers of the last century, new in the despe- 
rate practice of revolutions, seeing its necessity, but ig- 
norant of its nature, neither did nor could place bounds 
to the careering whirlwind that they raised. The well- 
meaning but intemperate changes essayed by Joseph II. 
in Belgium had a considerable share in the develop- 
ment of free principles, although they at first seemed 
only to excite the resistance of bigotry and strengthen 
the growth of superstition. Holland was always alive 
to those feelings of resistance to established authority 
X 4 ( 
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whi«h characterise republican opinions ; and the general 
discontent at the result of the war with England gave a 
good excuse to the pretended patriotism which only 
wanted change^ while it professed reform. The stadt- 
holder saw clearly the storm which was gatherings and 
which menaced his power. Anxious for the present, 
and uncertain for the future, he listened to the sugges- 
tions of England, and resolved to secure and extend by 
foreign force the rights of which he risked the loss from 
domestic faction. 

In the divisions which were now loudly proclaimed 
among the states, in favour of or opposed to the house 
of Orange, the people, despising all new theories which 
they did not comprehend, took open part with the family 
so closely connected with every practical feeling of good 
which their country had yet known. The states of 
Holland soon proceeded to measures of violence. Re- 
solved to limit the power of the stadtholder, they deprived 
him of the command of the garrison of the Hague, and 
of all the other troops of the province; and, shortly 
afterwards, declared him removed from all his employ- 
ments. The violent disputes and vehement discussions 
consequent upon this measure, throughout the republic, 
announced an inevitable commotion. The advance of a 
Prussian army towards the frontiers inflamed the pas- 
sions of one party, and strengthened the confidence of 
the other. An incident which now happened brought 
about the crisis even sooner than was expected. The 
princess of Orang;e left her palace at Loo to repair to 
the ^Hague; and, travelling with great simplicity and 
slightly attended, she was arrested and detained by a 
military post on the frontiers of the province of Hol- 
land. The neighbouring magistrates of the town of 
Woesden refused her permission to continue her journey, 
and forced her to return to Loo under such surveillance 
as was usual with a prisoner of state. The stadtholder 
and the English ambassador loudly complained of this 
outrage. The complaint was answered by the im- 
mediate advance of the duke of Brunswick, with 
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20^000 Prussian soldiers. Some demonstrations of 
resistance were made by the astonished party whose 
outrageous conduct had provoked the measure ; but in 
three weeks' time the whole of the republic was in per- 
fect obedience to the authority of the stadtholder^ who 
resumed all hks functions as chief magistratCj with the 
additional influence which was sure to result from a vain 
and unjustifiable attempt to reduce his former power.* 

By this time the discontent and agitation in Belgium 
had attained a most formidable height. The attempted 
reformation in religion and judicial abuses persisted in 
by the emperor^ were represented, by a party whose ex- 
istence was compromised by reform, as nothing less than 
sacrilege and tyranny, and blindly rejected by a peo- 
ple still totally unfitted for rational enlightenment in 
points of faith or practices of civilisation. Remon- 
strances and strong complaints were soon succeeded by 
tumultuous assemblages and open insurrection. A law- 
yer of Brussels named Vander Noot put himself at the 
head of the malcontents. The states-general of Brabant 
declared the new measures of the emperor to be in op- 
position to the constitution and privileges of the country. 
The other Belgian provinces soon followed this example. 
The prince Albert of Saxe-Teschen, and the archduchess 
Maria Theresa, his wife, were at this period joint gover- 
nors-general of the Austrian Netherlands. At the burst 
of rebellion they attempted to temporise ; but this only 
strengthened the revolutionary party, while the emperor 
wholly disapproved their measures, and recalled them to 
Vienna. 

Count Murray was now named governor-general ; and 
it was evident that the future fate of the provinces was 
to depend on the issue of civil war. Count Trautmans- 
dorff, the imperial minister at Brussels, and general 
D' Alton, who commanded the Austrian troops, took a 


We regret to' be beyond the reach of Mr. Ellis’s interesting but un. 
published work, detailing the particulars of this revolution. The former 
perusal of a copy of it only leaves a recollectitui of its admirably style and 
the leading facts, but not of the details with sufficient accuracy to justify 
more than a general reference to the work itself, 
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high tonoj and evinced a peremptory resolution. The 
soldiery and the citizens soon came into contact on many 
points ; and blood was spilt at Brussels^ Mechlinj and 
Antwerp. 

The provincial states were convoked^ for the pur- 
pose of voting the usual subsidies. Brabant, after 
Bome opposition, consented ; but the states of Hainault 
Unanimously refused the vote. The emperor saw, or 
supposed, that the necessity for decisive measures was 
now inevitable. The refractory states were dissolved, 
and. arrests and imprisonments were multiplied in all 
quarters. Vander Noot, who had escaped to England, 
soon returned to the Netherlands, and established a 
committee at Breda, which conferred on him the im- 
posing title of agent plenipotentiary of the people of 
Brabant. He hoped, under this authority, to interest 
the English, Prussian, and Dutch governments in favour 
of his views ; but his proposals were coldly received : 
protestant states had little sympathy for a people whose 
resistance was excited, not ^ tyrannical efforts against 
freedom, but by broad measures of civil and religious 
reformation; the only fault of which was their attempted 
application to minds wholly incompetent to comprehend 
their value. 

Left to themselves, the Belgians soon gave a display 
of that energetic valour which is natural to them, and 
which would be entitled to still greater admiration had 
it been evinced in a worthier cause. During the fer- 
mentation which led to a general rising in the provinces 
on the impulse of fanatic zeal, the truly enlightened 
portion of the people conceived the project of raising, on 
the ruins of monkish superstition and aristocratical 
power, an edifice of constitutional freedom. Vonck, 
alBo an advocate- of Brussels, took the lead in this splendid 
design ; and he and his friends proved themselves to 
have reached the level of that true enlightenment which 
distinguished the close of the eighteenth century. But the 
Vonckists, as they were called, formed but a small mino- 
rity compared with the besotted mass ; and, overwhelmed 
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by fanaticism on the one hantb and despotism on the othw, 
they were unable to act effectually for the public good, 
Vander Merschj a soldier of fortune, and a man of con- 
siderable talents, who had raised himself from the ranks 
to the command of a regiment, and had been formed in 
the school of the seven years* war, was appointed to the 
command of the patriot forces. Joseph 11. was de- 
clared to have forfeited his sovereigTity in Brabant ; and 
hostilities soon commenced, by a regular advance of the 
insurgent army upon that province. Vander Mersch 
displayed consummate ability in this crisis, where so 
much depended upon the prudence of the military chief. 
He made no rash attempt, to which commanders are 
sometimes induced by reliance upon the enthusiasm of 
a newly revolted people. He, however, took the earliest 
safe opportunity of coming to blows with the enemy ; 
and, having cleverly induced the Austrians to follow 
him into the very streets of the town of Turnhout, he 
there entered on a bloody contest, and finally defeated 
the imperialists with considerable loss. He next man- 
oeuvred with great ability, and succeeded in making 
his way into the p/o’dnce of Flanders, took Ghent by 
assault, and soon reduced Bruges, Ypres, and Ostend. 
At the news of these successes the governors-general 
quitted Brussels in all haste. The states of Flanders as- 
sembled, in junction with those of Brabant. Both pro- 
vinces were freed frpm the presence of the Austrian 
troops. Vander Noot and the committee of Breda made 
an entrance into Brussels with all the pomp of royalty ; 
and in the early part of the following year (1790) a 
treaty of union was signed by the seven revolted pro- 
vinces, now formed into a confederation under the name 
of the United Belgian States.* 

All the hopes arising from these brilliant events were 
soon, however, to be blighted by the scorching heats of 
faction. Joseph II., whose temperament appears to 
have been too sensitive to support the shock of disap- 
pointment in plans which sprung from the purest mo- 
* De Sraet, 
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tivee^ saw, in addition to this successful insurrection 
against his power, his belovetl sister, the queen of 
France, menaced with the horrors of an inevitable revo- 
lution, His over-sanguine expectations of successfully 
rivalling the glory of Frederick and Catharine, and the 
ill success of his war against the Turks, all tended to 
break down his enthusiastic spirit, which only wanted 
the elastic resistance of fortitude to have made , him a 
great character. He for some time sunk into a pro- 
found melancholy ; and expired on the 20th of January, 
17 . 91 , accusing his Belgian subjects of having caused 
his premature death. 

Leopold, the successor of his brother, displayed much 
sagacity and moderation in the measures which he 
adopted for the recovery of the revolted provinces : but 
their internal disunion was the best ally of the new em- 
peror. The violent party which now ruled at Brussels 
had ungratefully forgotten the eminent services of Van- 
der Mersch, and accused him of treachery, merely from 
his attachment to the noble views and principles of the 
widely increasing party of the Vonckists. Induced by 
the hope of reconciling the opposing parties, he left his 
army in Namur, and imprudently ventured into the 
power of general Schoenfeld, who commanded the troops 
of the states. Vander Mersch was instantly arrested 
and thrown into prison, where he lingered for months, 
until set free by the overthrow of the faction he had 
raised to power * : but he did not recover his liberty 
to witness the realisation of his hopes for that of hiS 
country. The states-general, in their triumph over all 
that was truly patriotic, occupied themselves solely in 
contemptible labours to establish the monkish absurdities 
which Joseph had suppressed. The overtures of the 
new emperor were rejected with scorn ; and, as might 
be expected from this combination of bigotry and rash- 
ness, the imperial troops under general Bender marched 
quietly to the conquest of the whole country j town after 
town opening their gates, while Vander Noot and his par- 
• Feller’B. Journal 
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tisans betook themselves to rapid and disgraceful flight. 
On the 10th of December^ 17.91j the ministers of the 
toperor concluded a convention with those of England^ 
Russia^ and Holland (which powers guaranteed its execu- 
tion)^ by which Leopold granted an amnesty for all past 
offences^ and confirmed to all his recovered provinces 
their ancient constitution and privileges : and^ thus re- 
turning under the domination of Austria^ Belgium saw 
its best chance for successfully following the noble exam- 
ple of the United Provinces paralysed by the short- 
sighted bigotry which deprived the national courage of all 
moral force. 

Leopold enjoyed but a short time the fruits of his 
well-measured indulgence : he died almost suddenly, 
March 1. 1752; and was succeeded by his son Francis II., 
whose fate it was to see those provinces of Belgium, 
which had cost his ancestors so many struggles to main- 
tain, wrested for ever from the imperial power. Bel- 
gium presented at this period an aspect of paramcrant 
interest to the world; less owing to its intrinsic import- 
ance, than to its becoming at once the point of contest 
between the contendhig powers, and the theatre of the 
terrible struggle between republican France and the mo- 
narchs she braved and battled with. The whole com- 
binations of European policy were staked on the ques- 
tion of the French possession of this country.* 

This war between France and Austria began its 
earliest operations on the very first days after the acces- 
sion of Francis II. The victory of Jemappes, gained 
by Dumouriez, was the first great event of the cam- 
paign. The Austrians were on all sides driven out. 
Dumouriez made his triumphal entry into Brussels on 
the 13th of November : and immediately after the occu- 
pation of this town, the whole of Flanders, Brabant, 
and Hainault, with the other Belgian provinces, were 
subjected to France. Soon afterwards several pretended 
deputies from the Belgian people hastened to Paris, and 
implored the convention to grant them a share of that 
• AbbS de Pradt, de la Belgique, p. 6.] 
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liberty and equality which was confer such inesti- 
mable blessings on France. Vai^ous decrees were issued 
in consequence ; and after the mockery of a public choice, 
hurried on in several of the towns by hired jacobins 
and well-paid patriots, the incorporation of the Austrian 
Netherlands with the French republic was formally pro- 
nounced. * 

The next campaign destroyed this whole fabric of 
revolution. Dumouriez, beaten at Nerwinde by the 
prince of Saxe Cobourg, abandoned not only his last 
year's conquest, but fled from his own army to pass 
the remainder of his life on a foreign soil, and leave his 
reputation a doubtful legacy to history. Belgium, once 
again in the possession of Austria, was placed under the 
government of the archduke Charles, the emperor’s bro- 
ther, who was destined to a very brief continuance in 
this precarious authority. 

During this and the succeeding year the war was 
continued with unbroken perseverance and a constant 
fluctuation in its results. In the various battles which 
were fought, and the sieges which took place, the En- 
glish army was, as usual, in the foremost ranks, under 
the duke of York, second son of George III. The 
prince of Orange, at the head of the Dutch troops, 
proved his inheritance of the valour which seems inse- 
parable from the name of Nassau. The archduke Charles 
laid the foundation of his subsequent high reputation. 
The emperor Francis himself fought valiantly at the 
head of his troops. But all the coalesced courage of 
these princes and their armies could not effectually stop 
the progress of the republican arms. The battle of 
Fleurus rendered the French completely masters of Bel- 
gium ; and the representatives of the city of Brussels 
once more repaired to the national convention of France, 
to solicit the re-incorporation of the two countries. 
This was not, however, finally pronounced till the 1 st 
of October, 1793, by which time the violence of an ar- 
bitrary government had given the people a sample of 
* De Smet. 
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what they were to exj>ect.* The Austrian Netherlands 
and the province of were divided into nine de- 

partmental forming an integral part of the French 
republic ; and this new state of things was consolidated 
by the preliminaries of peace^ signed at Leoben in Sty- 
ria^ between the French general Bonaparte and the arch- 
duke Charlesj and confirmed by the treaty of Campo 
Formio on the 17th of October, 1797- 


CHAP. XXII. 

1794 — 1813. 

FROM TUB INVASION OF HOLLAND BV THE FRENCH TO THE 
RETURN OF THE PRINCE OF ORANQE, 

While the fate of Belgium was decided on the plains 
of Fleurus, Pichegru prepared to carry the triumphant 
arms of France into the heart of Holland. He crossed 
the Meuse at the head of 100,000 men, and soon gained 
possession of most of the chief places of Flanders. An 
unusually severe winter was setting in ; but a circum- 
stance which in common cases retards the operations of 
war was, in the present instance, the means of hurrying 
on the conquest on which the French general was bent. 
The arms of the sea, which had hitherto been the best 
defences of Holland, now became solid masses of ice ; 
battle fields on which the soldiers manoeuvred and the 
artillery thundered, as if the laws of the elements were 
repealed to hasten the fall of the once proud and long 
flourishing republic. Nothing could arrest the ambi- 
tious ardour of the invaders. The duke of York and 
his brave army resisted to the utmost j but, borne down 
by numbers, he was driven from position to position. 
Batteries, cannons, and magazines, were successively 
* De Smet. 
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taken ; and Pichegru was soon at the term of his brilliant 
exploits. 

But Holland speedily ceased to be a scene of warfare. 
The discontented portion of the citizens, now, the ma- 
jority, rejoiced to retaliate the revolution of 1787 by 
another, received the French as liberators. Retluced to 
extremity, yet stiU capable by the aid of his allies of 
making a long and desperate resistance, the stadtholder 
took the nobler resolution of saving his fellow- citizens 
from the horrors of prolonged warfare. He repaired 
to the Hague; presented himself in the assembly of the 
states-general ; and solemnly deposed in their hands the 
exercise of the supreme power, which he found he could 
no longer wield but to entail misery and ruin on his 
conquered country. After this splendid instance of true 
patriotism and rare virtue, he quitted Holland and took 
refuge in England. The states-general dissolved a 
national assembly in^alled at the Hague ; and, the stadt- 
holderate abolished, the United Provinces now changed 
their form of government, their long-cherished institu- 
tions, and their very name, and were christened the Ba- 
tavian Republic. 

Assurances of the most flattering nature were pro- 
fusely showered on the new state, by the sister republic 
which had effected this new revolution. But the first 
measure of regeneration was the necessity of paying 
for the recovered independence, which was effected for 
the sum of 100,000,000 florins.^ The new consti- 
tution was almost entirely modelled on that of France, 
and the promised independence soon became a state of 
deplorable suffering and virtual slavery. Incalculable 
evils were the portion of Holland in the part which she 
was forced to take in the war between France and Eng- 
land,^ Her marine was nearly annihilated, and some of 
her most valuable possessions in the Indies ravished from 
her by the British arms. She was at the same time 
obliged to cede to her ally the whole of Dutch Flanders, 
Maestricht, Venloo, and their dependencies; and to ren* 


* Chad, 
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der free and common t^lsoth nations the navigation of 
the Rhine^ the Meuse, and the Scheldt. 

The internal situation of the unfortunate republic was 
deplorable. Under the weight of an enormous and daily 
increasing debt, all the resources of trade and industry 
were paralysed. Universal misery took place of opu- 
lence, and not even the consolation of a free constitution 
remainei^ to the people. They vainly sought that bless- 
ing fnotn each new government of the country whose 
destinies they followed, but whose advantages they did 
not share. They saw themselves successively governed 
by the states-general, a national assembly, and the direc- 
tory. But these ephenferal authorities had not sufficient 
weight to give the nation domestic happiness, nor consi- 
deration among the other powers. 

On the 11th of October, 1797^ the English admiral 
sir Adam Duncan, with a superior force, encountered the 
Dutch fleet under De Winter off Camperdown ; and in 
spite of the bravery of the latter he was taken prisoner, 
with nine ships of the line and a frigate. An expedition 
on an expensive scale was soon after fitted out in Eng- 
Jundj to co-operate with a Russian force for the establish- 
ment of the house of Orange. The Helder was the 
destination of this armament, which was commanded by 
sir Ralph Abercrombie. The duke of York soon arrived 
in the Texel with a considerable reinforcement. A series 
of severe and well- contested actions near Bergen ended 
in the defeat of the allies, and the abandonment of the 
enterprise ; the only success of which was the capture of 
the remains of the Dutch fleet, which was safely con- 
veyed to England. 

From this period the weight of French oppression 
became every day more intolerable in Holland. Minis- 
ters, generals, and every other species of functionary, 
with swarms of minor tyrants, while treating the country 
as a conquered province, deprived it of all share in thi 
brilliant though chequered glories gained by that tb 
which it was subservient. The Dutch were robbed of 
national independence and personal freedom. While the 
j 
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words ^ liberty' and ^ equality' were every where embla- 
zonedj the French ambassador assumed an almost oriental 
despotism. ^-'The language and forms of a free govern- 
ment were iis^ only to sanction a foreign tyranny; and 
the Batavian republic^ reduced to the most hopeless and 
degraded state^ was in fact but a forced appendage 
chained to the triumphal car of France. 

Napoleon Bonaparte^ creating by the force of his pro- 
digious talents the circumstances of which inferior minds 
are but the creatures^ now rapidly rose to the topmost 
height of power. He not only towered above the mass 
of prejudices which long custom had legalised^ but 
spurned the multitude by whom these prejudices had 
been overthrown. Yet he was not of the first order of 
great minds ; for he wanted that grand principle of self- 
controlj which is the supreme attribute of greatness. 
Potentj and almost irresistible in every conflict with 
others^ and only to be vanquished by his own actSj he 
possessed many of the higher qualities of genius. He 
was rapidj resolute^ and darings filled with contempt for 
the littleness of mankind^ yet moulding every atom 
which composed that littleness to purposes at utter va- 
riance with its nature. In defiance of the first essence 
of republican theory, he built himself an imperial throne 
on the crushed privileges of a prostrate people ; and 
he lavished titles and dignities on men raised from its 
very dregs, with a profusion which made nobility a by- 
word of scorn. Kingdoms were created for his brothers 
and his friends; and the Batavian republic was made a 
monarchy, to give Louis a dignity, or at least a title, 
like the rest. 

The character of Louis Bonaparte was gentle and 
amiable, his manners easy and affable. He entered on 
his new rank with the best intentions towards the country 
which he was sent to reign over ; and though he felt 
acutely when the people refused him marks of respect 
and applause, which was frequently the case, his temper 
was not soured, and he conceived no resentment. He 
ehdeavoured to merit popularity ; and though his power 
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was Bcantyj his efForta were not wholly unsuccessful. 
He laboured to revive the ruined trarle^ which he knew 
to be the staple of Dutch prosperity : hut the measures 
springing from this praiseworthy motire were totally 
opposed to the policy of Napoleon j and in proportion 
as Louis made friends and partisans among his subjects, 
he excited hitter enmity in his imperial brother. Louis 
was so averse. from the continental system, or exclusion of 
British manufactures, that during his short reign every 
facility was given to his subjects to elude it, even in de- 
fiance of the orders conveyed to him from Paris through 
the medium of the French ambassador at the Hague.* 
He imposed no restraints on public opinion, nor would he 
establish the odious system of espionnage cherished by 
the French police : but he was fickle in his purposes, and 
prodigal in his expenses. The profuseness of his expend- 
iture was very offensive to the Dutch notions of r-espect- 
ability in matters of private finance, and injurious to the 
existing state of the public means. The tyranny of Na- 
poleon became soon quite insupportable to him ; so much 
BO, that it is believed that had the ill-fated English expe- 
dition to Waleheren in 1809 succeeded, and the army 
advanced into the country, he would have declared war 
against France, f After an ineffectual struggle of more 
than three years, he chose rather to abdicate his throne 
than retain it under the degrading conditions of pro- 
consulate subserviency. This measure excited con- 
siderable regret, and much esteem for the man who 
preferred the retirement of private life to the meanness 
of regal slavery. But Louis left a galling memento of 
misplaced magnificence, in an increase of 90 millions of 
florins (about 9 millions sterling) to the already op- 
pressive amount of the national debt of the country. 

The annexation of Holland to the French empire was 
immediately pronounced by Napoleon. Two thirds of 
the national debt were abolished, the conscription law 
was introduced, and the Berlin and Milan decrees 
against the introduction of British manufactures were 
• Chad. p. 12. t Idem. p. 11. 
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rigidly enforced. The natui^of tl^ rvils inflicted on the 
Dutch people by this anneTititm ind its consequences 
demands a aPWewhat minute examination. PreTious to 
it all that^aj^fef the territory of the former United 
Provinces lieen ceded to P'rance. The kingdom 
of Holland consisted of the departments of the Zuyder 
ZeCj the mouths of the Maese^ the Upper Vsselj the 
mouths of the Yssel^ PMesland^ and the Western and 
Eastern Ems;* and the population of the whole did not 
exceed 1,800^000 souls. When Louis abdicated his 
throne^ he left a military and naval force of 18^000 
men, who were immediately taken into the service of 
France; and in three years and a half after that event 
this number was increased to 50,000, by the operation 
of the P'rench naval and military code : thus about a 
thirty-sixth part of the whole population was employed 
in arms. The forces included in the maritime con- 
scription were wholly employed in the navy. The 
national guards were on constant duty in the garrisons 
or naval establishments. The cohorts were by law only 
liable to serve in the interior of the F’rench empire ; — 
that is to say, from Hamburgh to Rome : but after the 
Russian campaign, this limitation was disregarded, and 
they formed a part of Napoleon’s army at the battle of 
Bautzen, 

The conscription laws now began to be executed with 
the greatest rigour ; and though the strictest justice and 
impartiality were observed in the ballot and other details 
of this most oppressive measure, yet it has been cal- 
culated that, on an average, nearly one half of the male 
population of the age of twenty years was annually taken 
off. The conscripts were told that their service was not 
to extend beyond the term of five years ; but as few 
instances occurred of a French soldier being discharged 
without his being declared unfit for service, it was 
always considered in Holland that the service of a con- 
script was tantamomit to an obligation during life. 
Besides, the regulatio1||freBpecting the conscription were 
annually changed, by which means the code became 
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each year more intri«|te confused ; and as the ex- 
planation of any rttted with the functionarieSj 

to whom' the execution of the law was confided, there 
was little chance of their constructioii^jnaiiiigating its 
severity. 

But the conscription^ however galling^ was general 
in its operation. Not so the formation of the emperor’s 
guard of honour. The members of this patrician troop 
were diosen from the most noble and opulent families^ 
particularly those who were deemed inimical to the 
French connection. The selection depended altogether 
on the prefect^ who was sure to name those most ob- 
noxious to his political or personal dislike^ without regard 
to their rank or occupation^ or even the state of their 
health. No exemption was admitted — not even to those 
who from mental or bodily infirmity, or other cause^had 
been declared unfit for general military duty. The 
victims were forced to the mockery of volunteering their 
services; obliged to provide themselves with horses, armsj 
and accoutrements; and when arrived at the depot ap- 
pointed for their assembling, considered probably but as 
hostages for the fidelity of their relatives. 

The various taxes were laid on and levied in the most 
oppressive manner ; those on land usually amounting 
to 25, and those on houses to SO per cent, of the clear 
annual rent. Other direct taxes were levied on persons 
and moveable property, and all were regulated on a scale 
of almost intolerable severity. The whole sum annually 
obtained from Holland by these means amounted to 
about 30 million of florins (or 3 million pounds sterling), 
being at the rate of about H. 13s, 4rf. from every soul 
inhabiting the country. 

The operation of what was called the continental 
system created an excess of misery in Holland, only to 
be understood by those who witnessed its lamentable 
results. In other countries, Belgium for instance, where 
great manufactories existed, the loss of maritime com- 
munication was compensated bjfftie exclusion of English 
goods. In states possessed of large and fertile territories^ 
y 3 
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the population -which could no longer be employed in 
commerce might be occupied in agricultural pursuits. 
But in HolUndj whose manufactures were iil'consider- 
ablCj and whose territory is insufficient to support its 
inhabitants^ the destruction of trade threw innumerable 
individuals wholly out of employmentj and produced a 
graduated scale of poverty in all ranks. A cibsiderable 
part of the population had been employed in various 
branches of the traffic carried on by meahs of the many 
canals which conveyed merchandise from the seaports 
into the interior^ and to the different continental markets. 
When the communication with England was cut off^ 
principals and subordinates were involved in a common 
ruin. 

In France^ the effect of the continental system was 
somewhat alleviated by the licence trade, the exportation 
of various productions forced on the rest of continental 
Europe, and the encouragement given to home manu- 
factures. But all this was reversed in Holland : the 
few licences granted to the Butch were clogged with 
duties so exorbitant as to make them useless ; the duties 
on one ship which entered the Maese, loaded with sugar 
and coffee, amounting to about 50,000?. sterling. At the 
same time every means were used to crush the remnant 
of Dutch commerce and sacjifice the country to France. 
The Dutch troops were clothed and armed from French 
manufactories; the frontiers were opened to the intro- 
duction of French commodities duty free; and the 
Dutch manufacturer undersold in his own market. 

The population of Amsterdam was reduced from 
220,000 souls to 190,000, of which a fourth part de- 
rived their whole subsistence from charitable institutions, 
whilst another fourth part received partial succour from 
the same sources. At Haerlem, where the population 
had been chiefly employed in bleaching and preparing 
linen made in Brabant, whole streets were levelled with 
the ground, and more than 500 houses destroyed. At 
the Hague, at Delft, and in other towns, many inhabitants 
had been induced to pull down their houses, from inabi- 
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lity to keep them in repair or pay the taxes. The pre- 
servation of the dykesj requiring an annual expense of 
600j000^ sterlingj was every where neglected. The sea 
inundated the country^ and threatened to resume its an- 
cient dominion. No object of ambitioDj no source of 
professional wealth or distinction^ remained to which a 
Hollander> could aspire. None could voluntarily enter 
the army or navy to fight for the worst enemy of Hol- 
land. The clergy were not provided ^ith a decent 
competency. The ancient laws of the countryj so dear 
to its pride and its prejudices, were replaced by the Code 
Napoleon ; so that old practitioners had to recommence 
their studies, and young men were disgusted with the 
drudgery of learning a system which was universally 
pronounced unfit for a commercial country. 

Independent of this mass of positive ill, it must be 
borne in mind that in Holland trade was not merely a 
means of gaining wealth, but a passion long and deeply 
grafted on the national mind : so that the Hutch felt 
every aggravation of calamity, considering themselves 
degraded and sacrificed by a power which had robbed 
them of all which att'aches a people to their native land; 
and, for an accumulated list of evils, only offered them 
the empty glory of appertaining to the country which 
gave the law to all the nations of Europe, with the sole 
exception of England. 

Those who have considered the events noted in this 
history for the last 200 years, and followed the fluc- 
tuations of public opinion depending on prosperity or 
misfortune, will have anticipated that, in the present 
calamitous state of the country, all eyes were turned 
towards the family whose memory was revived by every 
pang of slavery, and associated with every throb for 
freedom. The presence of the prince of Orange, Wil- 
liam IV., who had, on the death of his father, suc- 
ceeded to the title, though he had lost the revenues 
of his ancient house, and the re-establishment of the 
connection with England, were now the general desire. 
Some of the principal partisans of the house of Nassau 
y 4 
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were for some time in correspondence with his most 
serene highness. The leaders of the various pities into 
which the country was divided became by more 

closely united. Approaches towards a b^lP^'^under- 
standing were feciprocally made ; and they ended in ja 
general anxiety for the expulsion of the French^ with 
the establishment of a free constitution^ ^and a cordial 
desire that the prince of Orange should its head. 

It may be safe)^ affirmedj that at the cloae of the year 
18]3j these were the unanimous wishes of the Dutch 
nation. ^ 

Napoleon^ lost in the labyrinths of his exorbitant 
ambitionj afforded at length a chance of redress to the 
nations he had enslaved. Elevated so suddenly and so 
high, he seemed suspended two influences, and 

unjjt for either. He might, iii‘ a view, be said 

to have breathed badly, in a statioil which was beyond 
the atmosphere of his natural world, without being out 
of its attraction ; and having reached the pinnacle, he 
soon lost his balance and fell. Driven from Russia by 
the junction of human wdth elemental force, in 1812, he 
made some grand eflPorts in the following year to recover 
from his irremediable reverses. The battles of Bautzen 
and Lutzen were the expiring efforts of his greatness. 
That of Leipsic put a fatal negative upon the hopes 
that sprung from the two former ; and the obstinate 
ambition, which at this epoch made him refuse the most 
liberal ofters of the allies, was justly punished by hu- 
mihation and defeat. Almost all the powers of Europe 
now leagued against him; and France itself being worn 
out by his wasteful expenditure of men and money, he 
had no longer a chance in resistance. The empire was 
attacked at all points. The French troops in Holland 
were drawn off to reinforce the armies in distant direc- 
tions ; and the whole military force in that country 
scarcely exceeded 10,000- men. The advance of the 
combined armies towards the frontiers became generally 

* ChAd. p. 39. — [We have in all this portion of our hwtory taken thia 
work aB our chiof authority; having reason to know that it is considered 
the moat authentic record of feelings as well as events.] 
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known : parfiea of Cossacks had entered the north of 
Hollan<|^ in November^ and were scouring the country 
beyoft|Mjj|^Tssel. The moment for action on the part 
of the'lji|[fch confederate patriots had now arrived ; and 
it was not lost or neglected. 

A people inured to revolutions for upwards of two 
centuries/fillotl with proud recollections, and urged on 
by well-digeeted hopes, were the most likely to under- 
stand the best period and the surest rr^eens for success. 
An attempt that might have appeared to other nations 
rashj was proved to be wise both by the reasonings of 
its authors and its own results. The intolerable tyranny 
of France had made the population not only ripe but 
eager for revolt. Thia disposition was acted on by a few 
enterprising men, (itdi(l^|>artisans of the house of Orange 
and patriots in sense of the word. It would 

be unjust to omit £he mention of some of their names, in 
even this sketch of the events which sprang from their 
courage and sagacity, Count Styrum, messieurs Repe- 
laer d’Jonge, Van Hogendorp, Vander Duyn van Maas- 
darn, and Changuion, were the chiefs of the intrepid 
junta which planned and executed the bold measures of 
enfranchisement, and drew up the outlines of the con- 
stitution which was afterwards enlarged and ratified. 
Their first movements at the Hague were totally un- 
supported by foreign aid. Their early checks from 
the exasperated French and their over-cautious coun- 
trymen would have deterred most men embarked in 
so perilous a venture; but they never swerved nor 
shrank back. At the head of a force, which courtesy 
and policy called an army, of 300 national guards 
badly armed, 50 citizens carrying fowling-pieces, 50 sol- 
diers of the old Dutch guard, 400 auxiliary citizens 
armed with pikes, and a cavalry force of 20 young 
men, the confederates boldly proclaimed the prince of 
Orange, on the 17th of November, 1813, in their open 
village of the Hague, and in the teeth of a French force 
of full 10,000 men, occupying every fortress in the 
country. 
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While a few genttemen thus boldly came forward, at 
their own risk, with no funds hut their private fortunes, 
and only aided by an unarmed populace, to war 

against the Fr^ch emperor, they did not eveftT know 
the residence of the exiled prince in whose cause they 
were now so completely compromised. The Other towns 
of Holland were in a state of the greatest incertitude : 
Rotterdam had not moved; and the int^tions of ad- 
miral Kickert, ,who commanded there, wer6 (inistakenly) 
supposed to be decidedly hostile to the national cause. 
Amsterd^tA had, on the preceding day, been the scene 
of a popular commotion, which however bore no de- 
cided character; the rioters having been fired on by the 
national guard, ^o |eader coming forward, and the pro- 
clamation of the ifiagistrates cautiously abstaining from 
any allusion to the prince of Oragge. A brave officer, 
captain Falck, had made use df^Mfcny strong but inef- 
ficient arguments to prevail on the timid corporation to 
declare for the prince; the presence of a French gar- 
rison of sixty men seeming sufficient to preserve their 
patriotism from any violent excess. 

The subsequent events at the Hague furnish an in- 
spiring lesson for all people who would learn, that to be 
free they must be resolute and daring. The only hope 
of the confederates was from the British government, 
and the combined armies then acting in the north of 
Europe. But many days were to be lingered through 
before troops could be embarked, and make their way 
from England in the teeth of the easterly winds then pre- 
vailing ; while a few Cossacks, hovering on the confines 
of Holland, gave the only evidence of the proximity of 
the allied forces. ^ 

In this crisis it was most fortunate that the French 
prefect at the Hague, M. de Stassart, had stolen away on 
the earliest alarm ; and the French garrison, of 400 
chasseurs, aided by 100 well armed custom-house offi- 
cers, under the command of general Bouvier des Eclats, 
caught the contagious fears of the civil functionary. 
This force had retired to the old palace, — a building in 
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the centre of the town, the depot of all the arms and 
ammunil^n then at the Hague, and, from its position, 
capat^ W^Bome defence. But the general and his gar- 
rison ihon felt a Complete panic from the bold attitude of 
count Styrum, who made the most of his little means, 
and kept up, during the night, a prodigious clatter by 
his twenty horsemen ; sentinels challenging, amidst in- 
cessant singiRg and shouting, cries of Oranj^ boven !” 

Fivat Oranje!” and clamorous patroles of the excited 
citizens. At an early hour on the 18th, the French 
general demanded terms, and obtained perm^on to re- 
tire on Gorcum, his garrison being escorted as far as the 
village of Ryswick by the twenty cavaliers who com- 
posed the whole mounted force of the patriots. 

Unceasing efforts were now made to remedy the want 
of arms and men, ^ A quantity of pikes were rudely 
made and distribut«l;tt> the volunteers, who crowded in; 
and numerous fishing boats were despatched in dif- 
ferent directions to inform the British cruisers of the 
passing events. An individual named Pronck, an in- 
habitant of Schsevening, a village of the coast, rendered 
great services in this way, from his influence among 
the sailors and fishermen in the neighbourhood. 

The confederates spared no exertion to increase the 
confidence of the people, under many contradictory 
and disheartening contingencies. An officer who had 
been despatched for advice and information to baron 
Bentinck, at Zwolle, who was in communication with 
the allies, returned with the discouraging news that 
general Bulow had orders not to pass the Yssel, the 
allies having decided not to advance into Holland beyond 
the line of that river. A meeting of the ancient re- 
gents of the Hague was convoked by the proclamation of 
the confederates, and took place at the house of Mr. Van 
Hogendorp, the ancient residence of the De Witts. 
The wary magistrates absolutely refused all co-operation 
in the daring measures of the confederates, who had 
now the whole responsibility on their heads, with little 
to cheer them on in their perilous career but their own 
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resolute hearts^ and the recollection of those days when 
their ancestorsj with odds as fearfully against them j road 
up and shivered to atoms the yoke of^llieir oppressors. 

Some days of intense anxiety now lapsed ; and va- 
rious incidents occurred to keep up the general excite- 
ment. Reinforcements came gradually in ; ma ij^tile 
measure was resorted to by the French troops ; the 
want of success as rapid as was proportioned to the first 
movements of the revolution threw a gloom over all. 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam still held back ; but the no- 
mination of Messrs. Van Hogendorp and Vander Duyn 
Van Maasdam to be heads of the government, until the 
arrival of the prince of. Orange, and a formal abjuration 
of the emperor N a m iA eon. inspired new vigour into the 
public mintj. nominal armies were formed, and 

two generals appointed to the command ; and it is im- 
possible to resist a smile of mingled amusement and 
admiration’on reading the exact statement of the forces, 
so pompously and so effectively announced as forming 
the armies of Utrecht and Gorcum. 

The first of these, commanded by major-general 
D’Jonge, consisted of 

300 Infantry, 

32 Volunteer cavalry, with 
2 Eight pounders. 

The latter, under the orders of major-general Sweertz 
van Landas, was composed of 

250 of the Hague Orange guard, 

SO Prussian deserters from the French garrison, 
300 Volunteers, 

40 Cavalry, with 
2 Eight pounders. 

The army of Gorcum” marched on the 22 d on 
Rotterdam: its arrival was joyfully hailed by the people, 
who contributed 300 volunteers to swell its ranks. The 
army of Utrecht” advanced on Leyden, and raised the 
spirits of the people by the display of even so small a 
force. But still the contrary winds kept back all ap- 
pearance of succour from England ; the enemy was 
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known to meditate a general attack on the patriot lines 
from Amsterdam to Dordrecht. The bad state of the 
roads ^11 retard^ ^he approach of the far distant ar- 
mies of the allies ; alarms^ true and false^ were spread 
on all hands, — when the appearance of 300 Cossacks, 
detai^d from the Russian armies beyond the Yssel, pre- 
vail^S^yer the hesitation of Amsterdam and the other 
towns, 'and they at length declared for the prince of 
Orange. 

But this somewhat tardy determination seemed to be 
the signal for various petty events, which at an epoch 
like that were magnified into transactions of the most 
fatal import. A reinforcement pf 1500 French troops 
reached Gorcum from Antwerp: a de^qhment of twenty- 
five Dutch, with a piece of cannon^ were surprised at 
one of the outposts of Woerden, which had been pre- 
viously evacuated by the French, and the recapture of 
the town was accompanied by some excesses.* The num- 
bers and the cruelties of the enemy were greatly exag- 
gerated. Consternation began to spread all over the 
country. The French, who seemed to have recovered 
from their panic, had resumed on all sides offensive oper- 
ations. The garrison of Gorcum made a sortie, repulsed 
the force under general Van Landas, entered the town 
of Dordrecht, and levied contributions : but the inha- 
bitants soon expelled them ; and the army was enabled 
to resume its position. 

Still the wind continued adverse to arrivals from the 
English coast; the Cossacks, so often announced, had not 
yet reached the Hague; and the small unsupported par- 
ties in the neighbourhood of Amsterdam were in daily 
danger of being cut off. 

In this crisis the confederates were placed in a most 
critical position. On the eve of failure, and with the cer- 
tainty, in such a result, of being branded as rebels and 
zealots, whose rashness had drawn down ruin on them- 
selves, their families, and their country, it required no 
common share of fortitude to bear up against the danger 
that threatened them. Aware of its extent, they cali^y 
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and resolutely opposed it; and each seemed to vie with 
the others in energy and firmness. ^ 

The anxiety of the'^^hlic had reached the utmost 
possible height. Every shifting of the Ifind was watched 
nervous agitation. The road from th^^JK^ie to 
the sea was constantly covered with a every 

age and sex. Each sail that came in sight Watched 

and examined with intense interest; and at lengthy on 
the 26 th of November, a small boat was seen to ap- 
proach the shore, and the enquiring glances of the 
observer soon discovered that it contained an English- 
man. This individual, who had come over on a mer- 
cantile adventure, landed amidst the loudest acclamation, 
and was conducted ^y the populace in triumph to the 
governor's. Dress^ in an English volunteer uniform^ 
he showed himself in every part of the town, to the great 
delight of the people, who hailed him as the precursor 
and type of an army of deliverers. 

The French soon retreated before the marvellous 
exaggerations which the coming of this single English- 
man gave rise to. The Dutch displayed great ability 
in the transmission of false intelligence to the enemy. 
On fhe 27 th Mr. Fagel arrived from England with a 
letter from the prince of Orange, announcing his im- 
mediate coming; and finally, the disembarkation of 
200 English marines, on the 2,9th, was followed the 
next day by the landing of the prince, whose impatience 
to throw himself into the open arms of his country made 
him spurn every notion of risk and every reproach for 
rashness. He was received with indescribable enthu- 
siasm. The generous flame rushed through the whole 
country. No bounds were set to the affeciioftate con- 
fidence of the nation ; and no prince ever gave a nobler 
example of gratitude. As the people every where pro- 
claimed William I. sovereign prince, it was proposed 
that he should every where assume that title. It was, 
however, after some consideration, decided that no 
step of this nature should be taken till his most serene 
highness had visited the capital. On the 1st of De- 
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cember the prince issued a proclamation to his country- 
menj in which he states his hopes of becomings by the 
blessing of providencej the m^s of restoring them to 
their former state of independence and prosperity, 
Thi%”;,^ntinued he^ is my only object; andj 
have thd^%ifefaction of assuring you^ that it is also tfie 
object of, like combined powers. This is particularly 
the wish of the prince regent and the British nation ; 
and it will be proved to you by the succour which that 
powerful people will immediately afford you^ and which 
willj I hope, restore those ancient bonds of alliance and 
friendship which were a source of prosperity anS happi- 
ness to both countries.'* This address being distributed 
at Amsterdam^ a proclamation, signed by the commis- 
sioners of the confederate patriots, "^as published there 
the same day : it contained the following passages, re- 
markable as being the first authentic declaration of the 
sovereignty subsequently conferred on the^ prince of 
Orange; — The uncertainty which formerly existed 
as to the executive power will no longer paralyse your 
efforts. It is not William the sixth stadtholder whom 
the nation recalls, without knowing what to hope or 
expect from him ; but William I. who offervS himself as 
sovereign prince of this free country," The following 
day^ the 2d of December, the prince made his entry 
into Amsterdam. He did not, like some other sove- 
reigns, enter by a breach through the constitutional 
liberties of his country, in imitation of the conquerors 
from the Olympic gamesj who returned to the city by a 
breach in its walls : he went forward borne on the 
enthusiastic greetings of his fellow-countrymen, and 
meeting their confidence by a full measure of magnani- 
mity. On the 3d of December he published an address, 
from which we shall quote one paragraph. — You 
desire, Netherlanders ! that I should be entrusted with a 
greater share of power than I should have possessed but 
for my absence. Your confidence, your affection, offer 
me the sovereignty ; and I am called upon to accept it, 
since the state of my country and the situation of Europe 
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require it. I accede to your wishes. I overlook the 
difficulties which may attend such a measure: I accept 
the offer which you have n^ade me ; but I accept it only 
on one' condition^ — that it shall be aj^om^anied by a wise 
constitution^ which shall guarantee ydtir libertieSj and 
secure them against every attack. My ancestors sowed 
the seeds of your independence : the preservation of 
that independence shall be the constant object of the 
efforts of myself and those around 


CHAP. XXIII. 

1814 — 1815 . 

FROM THE INSTALLATION OF WILLIAM I. AS TRINCE SOVEREIGN 
OF THE NETHERLANDS TO THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO, 

The regeneration of Holland was rapid and complete. 
Within four months;, an army of 25^000 men was raised; 
and in the midst of financial^ judicial^ and commercial 
arrangementSj the grand object of the constitution was 
calmly and seriously debated. A committee^ consisting 
of fourteen persons of the first importance in the several 
provinces^ furnished the result of three months' labours 
in the plan of a political code, which was immediately 
printed and published for the consideration of the people 
at large. Twelve hundred names were next chosen 
from among the most respectable householders in the 
different towns and provinces^ including persons of every 
religious persuasiouj whether Jews or Christians, A 
special commission was then formed, who selected from 
tliis number 600 names ; and every housekeeper was 
called on to give his vote for or against their election, 
A large majority of the 600 notables thus chosen met 
at Amsterdam, on the 28th of March, 1814. The 
following day they assembled with an immense concourse 
of people, in the great church, which was splendidly 
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fitted up for the occasion ; and then and there the prince, 
in an impressive speech, solemnly offered the constitution 
for acceptance or rejection. -After a few hours' deliber- 
ation, a discharge of artillery announced to the anxious 
population that the constitution had been accepted. The 
numbers present were 483j and the votes as follows:— 
Ayes, - - 458 

Noes, - - - 25 , 

There were 117 members absent; several of these 
were kept away by unavoidable obstacles. The majority^ 
among them was considered as dissentients ; hut it was 
calculated that if the whole body of COO had voted, the 
adoption of the constitution would have been carried by 
a majority of five sixths. The dissentients chiefly ob-» 
jected to the power of declaring w^r and concluding 
treaties of peace being vested in the sovereign, Some 
individuals urged that the protestant interest was en- 
dangered by the admission of persons of every persuasion 
to all public offices ; and the catholics complained that 
the state- did not sufficiently contribute to the support of 
their religious establishments. 

Such objections as these were to be expected, from 
individual interest or sectarian prejudices. But they 
prove that the whole plan was fairly considered and 
solemnly adopted; that so far from being the dictation 
of a government, it was the freely chosen charter of 
the nation at large, offered and sworn to by the prince, 
whose authority was only exerted in restraining and 
modifying the over-ardent generosity and confidence of 
the people. 

Only one day more elapsed before the new sovereign 
was solemnly inaugurated, and took the oath prescribed 
by the constitution—^^ I swear th|^*first and above all 
things I will maintain the constitution of the United 
Netherlands, and that I will promote, to the utmost of 
my power, the independence of the state, and the liberty 
and prosperity of its inhabitants.” In the eloquent 
simplicity of this pledge, the Dutch nation found an 
ample guarantee for their freedom and happiness. With 
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their characteristic wisdom and moderation^ they saw 
that the obligation it imposed embraced every thing they 
could demand j and they jn^nedin the opinion expressed 
by the sovereign in his inaugural' «4^dressj that ^^no 
greater degree of liberty could be desired by rational sub- 
jects^ nor any larger share of power by the sovereignj than 
that Allotted to them respectively by the politkal code.”* 

While Holland thus resumed its place among free 
nations^ and Prance was restored to the Bourbons by the 
abdication of Napoleon^ the allied armies had taken pos- 
session of and occupied the remainder of the Low Coun- 
triesj or those provinces distinguished by the nafhie of 
Belgium (but thenJStill forming departments of the 
French empire)j an^l^l^e provisional government was 
vested in baron ,Yinlentj the Austrian general. This 
choice seemed to indicate an intention of restoring Aus- 
tria to her ancient domination over the country. Such 
was certainly the common opinion among those who had 
no means of penetrating the secrets of European policy 
at that important epoch, It was^ in fact, quite conform- 
to the principle of statu quo ante helium^ adopted 
tt^irds France. Baron Vincent himself seemed to have 
Wj^Jihpressed with the false notion; and there did not 
exist a doubt throughout Belgium of the re-establish- 
ment of the old institutions. 

But the intentions of the allied powers were of a na- 
ture far different. The necessity of a consolidated state 
capable of offering a harrier to French aggression on the 
Flemish frontier, was evident to the various powers who 
had BO long suffered from its want. By England parti- 
cularly such a field was required for the operations of 
her armies ; and it was also the interest of that nation 
that Holland, whose welfare and prosperity are so closely 
connected with her own, should enjoy the blessings of 
national independence and civil liberty, guaranteed by 
internal strength as well as friendly alliances. 

The treaty of Paris (30th May, 1814) was the first 
act which gave an open manifestation of this principle. 
It was stipulated by its sixth article, that Holland, 
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placed under the sovereignty of the house of Orange^ 
^ould receive an increase of territory/' In this was 
explained the prfhiitive noiibil of the creation of the 
kingdom of thfe ’Netherlands, based on the necessity 
of augmenting the power of a nation which was des*. 
tined to tufn the balance between France and Germany. 
The foUdwing' month witnessed the -execution of the 
treaty of London, which prescribed the precise nature 
of the projected increase. 

It was wholly decided, without subjecting the ques*i 
tion to the approbation of Belgium, that that country 
and ^lolland should form one United State; and the 
rules of government in the chief branches of its adminis- 
tration were completely fixed. ;^flphe prince of Orange 
and the plenipotentiaries of the great allied powers cove- 
nanted by this treaty — first, that the union of the two 
portions forming the kingdom of the Netherlands should 
be as perfect as possible, forming one state, governed in 
conformity with the fundamental law of Holland, which 
might be modified by common consent : secondly, that 
religious liberty, and the equal right of citizens of ^all 
persuasions to fill aU the employments of the 
should be maintained : thirdly, that the Belgilhj|itfft- 
vinces should be fairly represented in the assembly of 
the states-general ; and that the sessions of the states in 
time of peace should be held alternately in Belgium 
and in Holland : fourthly and fifthly, that all the com- 
mercial privileges of the country should be common to 
the citizens at large; that the Dutch colonies should be 
considered as belonging equally to Belgium ; and finally, 
that the public debt of the two countries, and the ex- 
penses of its interest, should be borne in common. 

We shall now briefly recapitulate some striking points in 
the materials which were thus meant to be amalgamated, 
Holland, wrenched from the Spanish yoke by the genius 
and courage of the early princes of Orange, had formed 
for two centuries an independent republic, to which the 
extension of maritime commerce had given immense 
wealth. The form of government was remarkable. It 
2 2 
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was composed of seven provinces_, mutually independent 
of each other. These provinces possessed during th« 
middle ages constitutiona nearly shudar to that of Eng- 
land : a sovereign with limifed* po^er ; representatives 
of the nobles and commons^ whose concurrence with the 
prince was necessary for the formation of laws; and, 
finally^ the existence of municipal privileges, Which each 
town preserved and extended by means of its proper 
force. This state of things had known but one alteration 
— but that a mighty one — the forfeiture of Philip II. 
at the latter end of the sixteenth century, and the total 
abolition of monarchical power. . 

The remaining forms of the government were hardly 
altered ; so that the ^ate was wholly regulated by its 
ancient usages ; and, lilke some Gothic edifice, its beauty 
and solidity were perfectly -original, and different from 
the general rules and modern theories of surrounding 
nations. The country loved its liberty such as it found 
it, and not in the fashion of any Utopian plan traced by 
some new-fangled system of political philosophy. Inhe^ 
rently protestant and commercial, the Dutch abhorred^ 
evefy Jroke but that of their own laws, of which they' 
were gfoud even in their abuse. They held in particular 
detestation all French customs, in remembrance of the 
wretchedness they had suffered from French tyranny; 
they had unbounded confidence in the house of Orange, 
from long experience of its hereditary virtues. The 
main strength of Holland was, in fact, in its recollection; 
but these, perhaps, generated a germ of discontent, in 
leading it to expect a revival of all the influence it had 
lost, and was little likely to recover, in the total change 
of systems and the variations of trade. There neverthe- 
less remained sufficient capital in the country, and the 
people were sufficiently enlightened, to give just and 
extensive hope for the future which now dawned on 
them. The obstacles offered by the Dutch character to 
the proposed union were chiefly to be found in the dog- 
matical opinions, consequent on the isolation of the coun- 
try from all the principles that actuated other states, anef 
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particularly that with which it was now joined : while 
long- cherished sen^ments of opposition to the catholic 
religion was little likely ta lead to feelings of accom- 
modation and sympathy with its new fellow-citizens. 

The inhabitants of Belgium, accustomed to foreign 
dominatiooj were little shocked by the fact of the 
allied powers having disposed of their fate without con- 
sulting their wishes. But they were not so indiffer- 
ent to the double discovery of finding themselves the 
subjects of a Dutch and a protestant king, Without 
entering at large into any invidious discussion on the 
causes of the natural jealousy which they felt towards 
Holland, it may suffice to state that such did exist, and 
in no very moderate degree. Tlie countries had hi- 
therto had but little community of interests with each 
Other; and they formed elements so utterly discordant 
as to afford but slight hope that they would speedily 
coalesce. The lower classes of the Belgian population 
were ignorant as w^cll as superstitious (not that these 
two qualities are to be considered as inseparable) ; and 
if they were averse to the Dutch^ they were perjiaps 
not more favourably disposed to the French and Aus- 
trians. The majority of the nobles may be said to have 
leant more, at this period, to the latter than to either 
of the other two people. But the great majority of the 
industrious and better informed portions of the middle 
orders felt differently from the other two, because they 
had found tangible and positive advantages in their sub- 
jection to France, which overpowered every sentiment 
of political degradation. 

, We thus see there was little sympathy between the 
members of the national family. The first glance at the 
geographical position of Holland and Belgium might 
lead to a belief that their interests were analogous. But 
we have traced the anomalies in government and religion 
in the two countries, which led to totally different pur- 
suits and feelings. Holland had sacrificed manufactures 
to commerce. The introduction, duty free, of grain from 
the northern parts of Europe, though checking the pro- 
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gress of agriculture, had not prevented it to flouriah 
marvellously, considering this obstkcle to culture ; and, 
faithful to their traditional notions, the Dutch saw the 
elements of well-being only in that liberty of importa- 
tion which had made their harbours the marts and 
magazines of Europe. But the Belgian, to use the 
expressions of an acute and well-informed writer, re- 
stricted in the thrall of a less liberal religion, is bounded 
ill the narrow circle of his actual locality, ('oncentrated 
in his home, he does not look beyond the limits of bis 
native land, which he regards exclusively. Incurious, 
and stationary in a happy existence, he has no interest 
in what passes beyond his own doors.'' 

Totally unaccustomed to the free principles of trade 
so clienshcd by the Dutch, the Belgians had found, 
under the proteclion of the French custom-house laws, 
an internal commerce and agricultural advantages, which 
comjiosed their peculiar prosperity. They found a con- 
sumption for ibe produce of tbeir well-cultivated lands, 
at high prices, in tlic neighbouring provinces of France. 
The webs woven by the Belgian peasantry, and gene- 
rally all the manufactures of the country, met no rivalry 
from those of England, which were strictly prohibited ; 
and being commonly superior to those of France, the 
sale M'as sure anil the profit considerable, 

Belgium was as naturally desirous of this state of 
things as Holland was indifferent to it; but it could 
only have been accomplished by the destruction of free 
trade, and the exclusive protection of internal manufac- 
tures. Under such discrepancies as we have thus traced 
in religion, character, and local interests, the two coun*- 
tries were made one; and on the new monarch devolved 
the hard and delicate task of reconciling each party in 
the ill-assorted match, and inspiring them with senti- 
ments of mutual moderation. 

Under the title of governor-general of the Netherlands 
(for his intended elevation to the throne, and the defini- 
tive junction of Holland and Belgium were still publicly 

L’ Abbe de Pradt, de la Belgique, pp. 10. 14. 
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unknown)^ the prince of Orange repaired to his new 
state. He arrived at Brussels in the month of August^ 
1814^ and his Erst effbvt was to gain the hearts and the 
confidence of the people, though he saw the nobles and 
the higher orders of the inferior classes (with the excep- 
tion of the merchants) intriguing all around him for the 
re-establishinent of the Austrian power. Petitions on 
this subject were printed and distributed ; and the 
models of those anti-national documents may still be 
referred to in a work published at the time.* 

As soon as the moment came for promulgating the 
decision of the sovereign powers as to the actual extent 
of the new kingdom — that is to say, in the month of 
February, 1813 — the wliole plan was niaile public; and 
a commission, consisting of twenty-seven mcmlK:rs, 
Dutch and Belgian, was formed, to consider the modi- 
fications necessary in the fundamental law of Holland, 
in pursuance of the sLi])ulation of the treaty of Lon- 
don. After due deliberation these mollifications were 
formed, and tlie great political pact was completed for 
tlie final acceptance of the king and people. 

As a document sn' innwrtant merits particular consi- 
deration, in reference to the formation of the new mo- 
narchy, we shall briefly condense the reasonings of the 
most impartial and well informed classes in the country 
on the constitution now about to be framed. Every one 
agreed that some radical change in the whole form of 
government was necessary, and that its main improve- 
ment should be the strengthening of the executive power. 
That possessed by the former stadtholders of Holland 
was often found to be too much for the chief of a republic, 
too little for the head of a monarchy.'!' The assembly of 
the states-general, as of old constructed, was defective 
in many points j in none so glaringly so, as in that con- 
dition wliich required unanimity in questions of peace 
or war, and in the provision, from which they had no 
power to swerve, that all the taxes should be uniform. 
Both these stipulations were, of sheer necessity, conti- 

* History of the Low Countriea, by St QenoUt f Chad, 

z 4 
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nually disregarded ; so that the government could be 
carried on at all only by repeated violations of the con- 
stitution. In order to excuse measures dictated by this 
necessity^ each stadtholdcr was perpetually obliged to 
form partisans^ and he thus became the hereditary head 
of a faction. * Ilis legitimate power was trifling ; but 
his influence was capable of fearful increase ; for the 
principle which allowed him to infringe the constitution^ 
even on occasions of public goodj might be easily warped 
into a pretext for encroachments that had no bounds but 
his own will. 

Besides^ the preponderance of the deputies from the 
commercial towns in the states-general caused^ the others 
to become mere ciphers in times of peace ; oiily capable 
of clogging the march of affairs, and of being, on occa- 
sions of civil dissensions, the mere tools of whatever 
party possessed the greatest tact in turning them to 
their purpose, t Hence a wide field was open to cor- 
ruption. Uncertainty embarrassed every operation of 
the government. The Hague became an arena for the 
conflicting intrigues of every court in Europe. Hol- 
land was dragged into almost every war ; and thus 
gradually weakened from its rank among independent 
nations, it at length fell an easy prey to the French 
invaders. 

To prevent the recurrence of such evils as those, and 
to establish a kingdom on the solid basis of a monarchy, 
unequivocal in its essence yet restrained in its pre- 
rogative, the constitution we are now examining was 
established. According to the report of the commis- 
sioners who framed it, It is founded on the manners 
and habits of the nation, on its public economy and its 
old institutions, with a disregard for the ephemeral con- 
stitutions of the age. It is not a mere abstraction, more 
or less ingenious, but a law adapted to the state of the 
country in the nineteenth century. It did not recon- 
struct what was worn out by time ; but it revived all that 
■jvas worth preserving. In such a system of laws and in- 

f Idem. 


* Chad. 
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Btitutions well adapted to each other^ the members of the 
commission belonging to the Belgian provinces recog- 
nised the basis of their ancient charters, and the prin- 
ciples of their former liberty. They found no difficulty 
in adapting this law, so as to make it common to the 
two nations^ united by ties which had been broken 
only for their own misfortune and that of Europe, and 
which it was once more the interest of Europe to render 
indissoluble.” 

The news of the elevation of William I. to the throne 
was received in the Dutch provinces with great joy, in 
as far as it concerned him personally; but a joy con- 
siderably tempered by doubt and jealousy, as regarded 
their junction with a country sufficiently large to coun- 
terbalance IloUandj oppose interests to interests, and 
people to people. National pride and over-sanguine 
expectations prevented a calm judgment on the existing 
state of Europe, and on the impossibility of Holland, in 
its ancient limits, maintaining the influence which it was 
hoped it would acquire. 

In Belgium the formation of the new monarchy ex- 
cited the most lively sensation. The clergy and the 
nobility were considerably agitated and not slightly 
alarmed ; the latter fearing the resentment of the king 
for their avowed predilection in favour of Austria, and 
perceiving the destruction of every hope of aristocra- 
tical domination. The more elevated of the middle 
classes also saw an end to their exclusive occupation of 
magisterial and municipal employments. The manu- 
facturers, great and small, saw the ruin of monopoly 
staring them in the face. The wliole people took fright 
at the weight of the Dutch debt, which was considerably 
greater than that of Belgium. No one seemed to look 
beyond the present moment. The advantage of colonial 
possessions seemed remote and questionable to those who 
possessed no maritime commerce; and the pride of 
national independence was foreign to the feelings of 
those who had never yet tasted its blessings. 

It was in this state of public feeling that intelligence 
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was received, in March, 1815, of the re-appearance in 
France of the emperor Napoleon. At the head of 300 
men he had taken the resolution, without parallel even 
among the grandest of his own powerful conceptions, of 
invading a country containing thirty millions of people, 
girded by the protecting armies of coalesced Europe, and 
imbued, beyond all doubt, with an almost general ob- 
jection to the former despot who now put his foot on its 
shores, with imperial pretensions only founded on the 
memory of his by-gone glory. His march to Paris was 
a miracle ; and the vigour of his subsequent measures 
redeems the ambitious imbecility with which he had 
hurried on the catastrophe of his previous fall. 

The flight of Louis XVIII. from Paris was the sure 
signal to the kingdqjn of the Netherlands, in which he 
took refuge, that it was about to become the scene of 
another contest for the life or death of despotism. Had 
the invasion of Belgium, which now took place, been led 
on by one of the Bourbon family, it is probable that the 
priesthood, the people, and even the nobility, would have 
given it not merely a negative support. But the name 
of Napoleon was' a bugbear for every class; and the 
efforts of the king and government, which met with 
most enthusiastic support in the northern provinces, 
were seconded with zeal and courage by the rest of the 
kingdom. 

The national force was soon in the field, under the 
command of the prince of Orange, the king's eldest son, 
and heir apparent to the throne for which he now pre- 
pared to fight. His brother, prince Frederick, com- 
manded a division under him. The English army, under 
the duke of Wellington, occupied Brussels and the 
various cantonments in its neighbourhood ; and the 
Prussians, commanded by prince Blucher, were in readi- 
ness to co-operate with their allies on the first move- 
ment of the invaders. 

Napoleon, hurrying from Paris to strike some rapid 
and decisive blow, passed the Sambre on the 15th of 
June, at the head of the French army 150,000 strong. 



*1815. BATTLE OF LIGNY. 347 

driving the Prussians before him beyond Charleroi and 
back on the plain of Fleunis with some loss. On the 
l6th was fought the bloody battle of Ligny^ in 
which the Prussians sustained a decided defeat ; but 
they retreated in good order on the little river Lysj fol- 
lowed by marshal Grouchy with 30^000 men detached 
by Napoleon in their pursuit. On the same day the 
British advanced position at Quatre BraSj and the corps 
d’armcc commanded by the prince of Orange, were 
fiercely attacked by marshal Ney ; a battalion of Belgian 
infantry and a brigade of horse artillery having been 
engaged in a skirmish the preceding evening at Frasnes 
with the French advanced troops. 

The affair of Quatre Bras was sustained with admir- 
able firmness by the allied English and Netherland 
forceSj against an enemy infinitely superior in number^ 
and commanded by one of the best generals in France. 
The prince of Orange, with only 9000 men, maintained 
his position till three o'clock in the afternoon, despite 
the continual attacks of marshal Ney, who commanded 
the left of the French army, consisting of 43,000 men.* 
But the interest of this combat, and the details of the loss 
in killed and wounded, are so merged in the succeeding 
battle, which took place on the 18th, that they form 
in most minds a combination of exploits which the 
interval of a day can scarcely be considered to have 
separated. 

The 17th was occupied by a retrograde move- 
ment of the allied army, directed by the duke of Wel- 
lington, for the purpose of taking its stand on the 
position he had previously fixed on for the pitched battle, 
the decisive nature of which his determined foresight 
had anticipated. Several affairs between the French 
and English cavalry took place during this movement ; 
and it is pretty well established that the enemy, flushed 
with the victory over Blucher of the preceding day, 
were deceived by this short retreat of W ellington, and 
formed a very mistaken notion of its real object, or 
* Journal de Laa Caae«, t. iii. p. 3^. 
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of the desperate reception destined for the morrow’s 
attack. 

The battle of Waterloo has been over and over des- 
cribed and profoundly felt^ until its records may be said 
to exist in the very hearts and memories of the nations. 
The fiery valour of the assault^ and the unshakeable 
firmness of the resistance, are perhaps without parallel 
in the annals of war. The immense stake depending 
on the result, the grandeur of Napoleon's isolated efforts 
against the flower of the European forces, and the awful 
responsibility resting on the head of their great leader, 
give to this conflict a romantic sublimity, unshared by 
all the manoeuvring of science in a hundred common- 
place combats of other wars. It forms an epoch in the 
history of battles. It is to the full as memorable as an 
individual event, as it is for the consequences which 
followed it. It was fought by no rules, and gained by 
no tactics. It was a fair stand-up fight on level ground, 
where downright manly courage was alone to decide the 
issue. This derogates in nothing from the splendid 
talents and deep knowledge of the rival commanders. 
Their reputation for all the intricate qualities of general- 
ship rests on the broad base of previous victories. This 
day was to be won by strength of nerve and steadiness 
of heart; and a moral grandeur is thrown over its result, 
by the reflection that human skill had little to do where 
so much was left to providence. 

We abstain from entering on details of the battle. 
It is enough to state, that throughout the day the troops 
of the Netherlands sustained the character for courage 
which so many centuries had established. Various 
opinions have gone forth as to the conduct of the Bel- 
gian troops on this memorable occasion. Isolated in- 
stances were possibly found among a mass of several 
thousands, of that nervous weakness which neither the 
noblest incitements nor the finest examples can conquer. 
Old associations and feelings not effaced inight have 
Blackened the efforts of a few, directed against former 
comrades or personal friends whom the stern necessity 
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of poLtics had placed in opposing ranks. Raw troopi^ 
might here and there have shrunk from attacks the most 
desperate on record ; but that the great principle of 
public dutyj on grounds purely national, pervaded the 
army, is to be found in the official reports of its loss : 
2058 men killed and 1036 wounded prove indelibly _ 
that the troops of the Netherlands bad their full share 
in the honour of the day. The victory was cemented 
by the blood of the prince of Orange, who stood the 
brunt of the fight with his gallant soldiers. His conduct 
was conformable to the character of his whole race, and 
to his own reputation during a long series of service 
with the British army in the Spanish peninsula. He 
stood bravely at the head of his troops during the mur- 
derous conflict ; or, like Wellington, in whose school he 
was formed and whose example was beside him, rode 
from rank to rank and column to column, inspiring his 
men by the proofs of his untiring courage. 

Several anecdotes are related of the prince’s conduct 
throughout the day. One is remarkable as affording an 
example of those pithy epigrams of the battle-field 
with which history abounds, accompanied by an act 
that speaks a fine knowledge of the soldier’s heart. On 
occasion of one peculiarly desperate charge, the prince^ 
hurried on by his ardour, was actually in the midst of 
the French, and was in the greatest danger ; when a 
Belgian battalion rushed forward, and, after a fierce 
struggle, repulsed the enemy and disengaged the prince. 
In the impulse of his Admiration and gratitude, he tore 
from his breast one of t&ose decorations gained by his 
own conduct on some preceding occasion, and flung it 
among the battalion, calling out, Take it, take it, my 
lads i you have all earned it !” This decoration was im- 
mediately grappled for, and tied to the regimental 
standard, amidst loud shouts of Long live the prince !" 
and vows to defend the trophy, in the very utterance of 
which many a brave fellow received the stroke of death. 

A short time afterwards, and just half an hour before 
that terrible charge of the whole line^ which decid^ the 
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Tictory^ the prince was struck by a musket-ball in the 
left shoulder. He was carried from the fields and con- 
yeyed that evening to Brussels^ in the same cart with one 
of his wounded aids-de-camp, supported by another, 
and displaying throughout as much indifference to pain 
as he had previously shown contempt of danger. 

The battle of Waterloo consolidated the kingdom of 
the Netherlands. The wound of the prince of Orange 
was, perhaps, one of the most fortunate that was ever 
received by an individual, or sympathised in by a nation. 
To a warlike people, wavering in their allegiance, this 
evidence of the prince's valour acted like a talisman 
against disaffection. The organisation of the kingdom 
was immediately proceeded on. The commission, 
charged with the revision of the fundamental law, and 
the modification required by the increase of territory, 
presented its report on the 31st of July. The inaugur- 
ation of the king took place at Brussels on the 21st of 
September, in presence of the states-general : and the 
ceremony received additional interest from the appear- 
ance of the sovereign supported by his two sons who 
had so valiantly fought for the rights he now swore to 
maintain ; the heir to the crown yet bearing his wounded 
arm in a scarf, and showing in his countenance the 
marks of recent suffering. 

The constitution was finally accepted by the nation, 
and the principles of the government were stipulated 
and fixed in one grand view- — that of the union, and, 
consequently, the force of the ne# state. 

It has been asked by a profound and sagacious en- 
quirer, or at least the question is put forth on undoubted 
authority in his name, Why did England create for 
herself a difficulty, and what will be by and by a natural 
enemy, in uniting Holland and Belgium, in place of 
managing those two immense resources to her com- 
merce by keeping them separate.^ for Holland, with- 
out manufactures, was the natural mart for those of 
England, while Belgium under an English prince had 
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been the route , for constantly inundating France and 
Germany/’* 

5o asked Napoleon^ and England may answer and 
justify her conduct soimpugned^ on principles consistent 
with the general wishes and the common good of Eu- 
rope. The discussion of the question is foreign to our 
purpose^ which is to trace the circumstances, not to 
argue on the policy, that led to the formation of the Ne- 
therlands af they now exist. But it appears that the 
different integral parts of the nation were amalgamated 
from deep-formed designs for their mutual benefit. Bel- 
gium was not given to Holland, as the already-cited article 
of the treaty of Paris might at first sight seem to imply: 
nor wag Holland allotted to Belgium. But they were 
grafted together, with all the force of legislative wisdom ; 
not that one might be dominant and the other oppressed, 
but that both should bend to form an arch of common 
strength, able to resist the weight of such invasions as 
had perpetually perilled, and often crushed, their sepa- 
rate independence. 

• Las Cases, Journal tie la Vic privCe ct Conversations de Napoleon, 
t ill, p. S3. 
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tirement, 128. Horrors of his ad. 
ministration, 130 Defeats the 
patriots and the prince of Orange, 
133. Causes sixty citizens to be 
executed, 136. His recall and 
death, 139, 

Anabaptists, rise of, 70. 

Andrew of Austria placed at the 
head of the temporary govern- 
ment, 199, 

Anne of England, acrf*ssiDn of, 2.98. 
Carries the war on with France 
energetically, 299. 

Anthony duke of Brabant, death 
of, 45. 

Antwerp, sack of, 147. Siege of, 
177. Effects of the fire-ships, 179. 
Arininius, 232. Uis death, 2.13. 
Arminians, persecution of, 237. 
Armada, the invincible, 185. 

Arsebot, duke of, made governor of 
Flanders, 154. Foiled in his pn>. 
jeets, 155. 

B. 

Baldwin Bras-de-fer, 22. 

Baldwin of the Comely Beard, 25. 
Barneveldt rccover.s Brille, Fles. 
singue, and the fort of Hainnie- 
kins, 234. Opposition of, to the 
ambitious views of Maurice, 236. 
Resignation and imprisonment of, 
239. Death of, 240. 

Batavians, degeneracy of, 9. 


Belgium, invasion of, 255, 

Blake, admiral, engagement of, with 
Admiral Tromp, 275. 

Boisut, success of, in favour of the 
patriots, 140. 

Bokelzoon, 70. Imprisonment of, in 
an iron cage, 71. 

Bonaparte, a French general, 319. 
Elevation of, 322. Decline of, 325. 
Abdication of, 3.'i8. Re-appear- 
ance of, in France, 346. 

Bonaparte, Ixiui.s, king of Holland, 
322. Abdication ot, 323. 

Buuvincs, battle of, 35. 

Brussels, unidn of, 151, 

Buckingham, the English ambassa- 
dor, failure of, to corrupt the 
prince of Orange, 287. 


C. 

Cambray, league of, G6. Biace of, 
70 

Cainpo-Fnrmio, treaty of, 519. 

('arlos, don, death uf, 131, 

Cassambrot, John, punishes the 
iconocluats, 117. 

Ca.sscl, battle of, 39. 

Cas.simir, John, count palatine, re- 
pairs to the assistance of the. States, 
158. 

Cassimir of Nassau, count Henry, 
death of, 258. 

Cateau-Cambresis, peace of, 63. 

Caesar, invasion of, 4, 

Charlemagne, government of, 19. 

Charles count of Charolois, called 
“ the Rash,” 51, Contrasted with 
Louis XI. of France, .5.J. Policy 
of, .54. Takes Louis prisoner, 55. 
Plan of aggrandisement of, 57. 
Conquers Lorraine, .58, Defeat at 
Morat, and death of, 59. 

Charles of Egmont, f>4. 

Charles V., visit of, to England, 69. 
Punishes the [leople of (iheot, 72. 
Severity against the reformers, 73. 
Retirement and death of, 74. 

Charles I. of England, 252. 

Charles 11. of England, restoration 
of, 279. Perfidy of, 283. Exa£ts 
humiliating conditions of peace 
from 4he United I*rovinces, 286. 
His death, 291. 

Charles VI., emperor, defcth of, 306. 

Christian of Brunswick, 24^. 

Civilis repulses the Unmans, 9. 

Commerce, progress of, 200. 

Confederates, perfect organisation 
of, 104. CoiisoUdation of, plans 



354 


INDEX. 


of, 105, ProbesBlon of, to tbe pa- 
lace, and banquet of, 106. Adopt 
the title of Oueux, 107. Disiolu- 
tion of, 125, 

Congresi at the Hague, 225. 

Cortenburgh, the contracts of, 38. 

Counts of the empire, 19. 

Cromwell insists On conditions of 
peace humiliating to the States, 
277. His death, ^9. 

Crufiades, the, 34. 

D. 

D’Artaveldt, James, the brewer of 
Ghent, 39. Conservator of the 
peace of Flanders, 40. His death, 
41. 

Dathen, Peter, 111. 

D’ Avila defeats Louis of Nassau at 
Mookerheydsj 141. 

De Barneveldt, 214. Advocates the 
cause of peace, 222. Opposes Mau- 
rice, £31. Embraces Arminianism, 
232. 

De Berlaimont, count, at the head 
of the financial department, 90. 

DeBrederodc fails in an attempt to 
tee the governant, 122. Defeated 
at Valenciennes, and flies to Ger- 
many, 123. 

De Granvelle, Anthony Perrenotte, 
bishop of Arras, 86. Character 
of, 90. 

De Groeneveld, Renler, plot of, 
agalnstMauricc,147. Draui of, 149. 

De la Marck, William, success of, 
in surprising Bnlle, 1S6. A gene- 
ral insurrection the consequence 
of his success, 137. Deprived of 
hia command, 136. 

De Male, count Louis, defeat of, 41. 

De Mariiix, Philip, lord of St. Alde- 
gonde, 105. 

De Neyen, John, employed to ne- 
gotiate peace, 223. 

De Ruyter, death of, 289. 

Dettingen, battle of, 307. 

De Winter, imprisonment of, 321. 

De Witt, Comellis, admiral, im- 
prisoned, 271. and liberated, 273. 

De Witts, the, murder of, 28B. , 

Don John declared an enemy, and 
ordered to quit the country, 156. 
Assisted by the prince of Parma, 
15?, Hie death, 168. 

Doit, synod of, 239. 

Dordrecht, situation of, 27. 

Downs, battle of, 257. 

Dumouriv gains the victory of 
Jemappes, 317. Defeat and night 
of, 318. 

Duncan, Sir Adam, encounters the 
Dutch fieet, 321. 


R 

Ecclesiastical power, rise of, 2.5, 

Edict, the perpetual, 162. 

Edward 111. joined by the Flemings, 

40. 

Egmont, count, popularity of, 97. 
sent to Philip on a mission, 100. 
made prisoner, 126. 

Elizabeth of England solicits mercy 
of Philip for the States, 146 
Assists the confederates, 151. 
Sends the Earl of Leicester to 
Holland, 181. Recalls her troops 
and demands payment nf her 
loans from the states-general, 205. 
Her death, 213. 

Epinoi, the princess, defends Tour- 
nay in the absence of the go- 
vernor, 164- 

Ernest, archduke, accused of being 
in league with others to assas- 
sinate prince Maurice, 193. His 
death, 194. 

Eugene, prince, carries on the war 
with France, 299. 

F. 

Fitz- Osborn, William, death of, 30. 

Flanders, commencement of, 22. 
Commerce of, 29. Attached to 
France, yet independent of it, 29. 

Fleurus, battle of, 318. 

Fontenoy, battle of, 307. 

Franks, character of, 11. Defeat 
of, 13. 

Francis I. of France, 69. 

Francis II. , successor of Leopold, 317. 

Frederick, the elector palatine, 245. 

Friesland, final conquest of, 17. 

Fnsons, 7. Union of, with the Fle- 
mish people, 18. Privileges of, 
analogous to Magna Charta, 21. 
Political institutions of, 33. 


G. 

George II, achieves the victory of 
Dettingen, 307. 

Gerard, Balthasar, murders the 
prince of Grange, 172. Death of, 
173. 

Ghent, rebellion of, 50. Pacification 
of, 146. 

GildoniEe Charta, 20. 

Giles de Rypergherste conquers the 
dauphin of France in a pitched 
battle, 41. 

Gomar, 232. 

Gomarists, called Remonstrants, S33. 

Godfrey kln^ of the Normans, 23. 
Assassination of, 24. 

Godfrey of Bouillon, 34. 
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Godfrey count of Ardenne, lieu- 
tenant of Lower Lorraine, 24 '. 

Granvelle obtaini the archiepli- 
ropal see of Mechlin, and title of 
primate of thi Low Countries, 
.92. Confederacy against him, 94. 
Unpopularity of, 98. Dismissal 
from oifice, 99. 

Grotius, imprisonment of, 239. Es- 
cape of, 243. Character of hia 
writings, 265. 

Gu elders, wars of, 63. 

Gubux, the title of, adopted by the 
confederates, 107- 

H. 

Harangucr, captain, surprises Bre- 
da, 188. 

Hautain, admiral, 219, 

Heemsldrk, brilliant victory of, 220. 

Hein, Peter, naval success of, ^53. 

Hembvse, rebellion’ of, 155. Death 
of, 170 

Henry V. of England, alliance of, 
with Philip duke of Burgundy, 48. 

Henry, Frederick, brother to prince 
Maurice, 208. Succeeds his bro- 
ther, 251, Receives the title of 
highnes.® in place of excellency, 
2.'38. His death, 2G2. 

Henry IV. of France, defeat of, 189, 
Gives assistance to the states, 206. 
Assassination of, 229. 

Ileinsius the grand pen-^sionary fol- 
lows up the views of William II. 
298. 

Holland, formation of, 27. 

Holle, count of, 104. 

Hoogerbects, imprisonment of, 239. 

Horn, count, popularity of, 97 Re- 
tirement of, 110. 

I. 

Inquisition, pstabli.«hment of, 101. 

Isabella, wife of Albert, entry of, to 
the Netherlands, 206. Harangups 
the troops, 207. Her death, 254. 

J. 

Jacqueline of Holland, 47- Separa- 
from her husband, flight to 
England, and projected marriage 
with Gloucester, 48. Defeat^ 
and abandoned by Gloucester, 
49. 

James I. of England, his reception 
of the ambassadors from the states- 
general, 214. Enters the pole- 
mical lists as a Gomarist, 2.33. Re- 
fuses assistance to Frederick the 
elector, 245. 


James IL of England, accession of* 
291. Rejects the assistance of 
Louis XIV. against the prince of 
Orange, 293. 

Jaureguay, John, attempt of, to mur- 
der the prince of Orange, 166. 

Jemappes, victory of, 317. 

John the Fearless, count of Nevers, 
44. Wars with Great Britain, 4.5. 

John of Bavaria, the Pitiless, 46. 

John duke of Brabant, marriage 
of, 47. 

John, don, of Austria, arrival of, in 
Luxembourg, 1.50 Entry of, to 
Brussels, 152. Takes possession of 
the citadel, 1.5,3. 

Joseph II. successor to Maria The- 
resa, 310. His death, 31 a 

Judith, daughter of Charles the 
Bald, marriage of, 22, 

Justin of Nassau, 186. 

L. 

Lambert and Reginald, struggle of. 
for independence, 24. 

Lambert II. count of Louvain, 
25. 

Ledenbcrg, imprisonment of, 239. 
Death of, 240. 

Leicester invades Holland, IBI. 
Unpopularity of, 183. Death of, 
187. 

Leopold successor to Joseph II., 3ia 
Death of, 317 

Leyden, siege of, 142. 

Ligny, battle of, 347. 

T^rraine, Higher and Lower, 25. 

Louis, count, of Cressy, 39. 

Louis XI. of France, .53. Imprison- 
ment of, 55 . Policy towards 
Charles duke of Burgundy, 58. 
Defeat of, at Guinegate, 61. 

Louis XII. of Franco, 66. 

Louis XTV. arrogates supreme 
power, 291 Rejoices at the death 
of William of Nassau, 299. Too 
old to command his troops, 300. 
Reduced to a state of humiliation, 
301. 

Louis XV. invades the AusitriMi 
Netherlands, 307. 

Louis XVIIT., flight of, from Paris, 

346. 

Louis of Nassau, success of, in fa. 
vourof the patriots, 137. Defeat 
and death of, 142. 

M. 

Mansfield, count of, successor to 
Parma, 192 

Maria Theresa, heroism of, 306. 
established in her rights, 308. Re- 
duced to widowhood, 309. 

2 
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MarRaret of Austria, G'i. Necoti- 
ation with Henry VI 1 1, of Eng- 
land, 66. 

Marguerite, Madame, duehess of 
Parma, made gnvernant-Keneral, 
86. Issues orders favourable to the 
reformers, 111. Sends the Prince 
of Orange to appease them, lliJ. 
Endeavours to destroy the union 
of the patriot h)rd.s 121. Estab. 
lishes a new oath of allegiance, 
123. Remonstrates with Philip 
about his invasion irndor Alva, 
125 . Retirement and death of, 
128 . 

Marlborough, duke of, carries on 
the war with France, 299, Opens 
his first campaign, ,301. 

Martel, Charles, defeat of, 15. Duke 
of the Franks, 16. 

Mary, daughter of Charles the Rash, 

59, Marriage of, 60. 

Mathias, archcluk^, made governor, 
1.54 Taken prisoner, 1,5.5 Liber- 
ation of, 156. Installation of, 156. 
Retires to Antwerp, 157, 

Maurice, prince, becomes prince 'of 
Orange, 139. Made stadtholder, 
captain-gencral, and admiral of 
Holland and Zealand, 182. Unites 
in himself the whole power of 
command, 184. Takes advantage 
of the absence of Parma, 189. 
Checks the cruelty of Mendoza, 
204. Attempts the invasion of 
Flanders, 206. Invests Nieuport, 
207. Defeats the royalists, 210 
Takes the field against wSpinola, 
21.9. Hostility of, to Barneveldt, 
222. Becomes a Gomarist, 2.32. 
Receives the order of the Garter, 
2,31. Intrigues for regal power, 
2,15 Advances the Calvinists’ par. 
ty, 237. Defeats Spinola at the 
siege of Bergen-op-znoTTi, 246 Plot 
against him, 247. He punishes the 
conspirators, 249, Hi.s death, 2.50. 

Maximilian of Austria, marriage of, 

60. Imprisonment of, 61. 

Mazarin, cardinal, 261. 

Menapians, 6. 

Mendoza, cruel ties of, 204. Wound- 
ed and taken prisoner, 210. 

Mnney-fieet, the, 253. 

Mook, battle of, 141. 

Moral, battle of, 58. 

Mons, seized on by TvOuis of Nassau 
and De Genlis ; retaken by Alva’s 
son, 1.37 

Munster, treaty of, 263. 

N. 

Netherlands, situation of, 1. State 
of, in the days of Pliny, 2. Effects 


from inundations of the sea and 
rivers, 3, Invasion of Cssar, 4. 
Effects of the Roman alliance, 7. 
TheaDUthern portion called Belgitr 
Gaul, 9. Introduction of Chris- 
tianity, 14. Under Charlemagne, 
19, Commerce, and legislation of, 
^ Revolt of the towns, 38. June- , 
tions of the Flemings with Ed- 
ward III. of England, 40, Feud- 
ality defeated by civic freedom, 42. 
Sovereignty as.sumed by the Duke 
of Burgundy, 42. Formation of a 
national council, 4,5, Feeble state 
under the government of Maximi- 
lian, 62. Government of Margaret 
of Austria, 66. Progress of the 
reformation, 67. War with France, 
69. The whole of the provinces 
united under one sovereign, 74. 
Commercial wealth, 75. Cultiva. 
tion of the fine arts, 77. Opulent 
state of the nation, 88, Inefficiency 
of the government under Philip 
11., 90. The inquisition establish- 
ed, 101, Commencement of the 
revolution, 102. 'J’he manifesto of 
the confederates, 105, Progress 
of the reformation, 111. Abolition 
of inquisition, 114. Compromise 
with the reformers, 117, Confer- 
ence at Termondc, 121. Com- 
mencement of the civil war, 121. 
Dissolution of the confederacy, 12.5, 
Alva’s arrival and tyranny, 127- 
General horror at Oic death of 
Don Carlos and the Queen, 151. 
Disaster of the patriots, 1,3,3. Na- 
val force of the patriots, 135, Ge- 
neral insurrection, 137. Distres.sed 
state of the country, 139. Evil 
effects of the plague, 141. Anar- 
chy and confusion after the death 
of Requesens, 145. The members 
of the council- chamber imprison- 
ed, 147 Tbc sfafes-general as- 
semble at Ghent, 148. Demnlition 
of tlie citadels rendered odious 
bv the excesses of the Spanish, 
154. Revival of civil war, 157. 
They renounce the sovereignty of 
Spain, 161. Public ingratitude trv 
wards the prince of Orange, 169. 
The powers of Spain established 
again in the whole province of 
tianders, 175, Lamentable state 
of the country, 176. Negotiations 
opened with France and England 
at once, IHl. Suspicion and dislike 
towards England, 184. Theeft'pcta 
of the spreading of the reforma- 
tion and enlightenment, 200, The 
States unsuccessful in a naval ex- 
p^ition, 20.5. Success of the roy- 
alists, 207. Prince Maurice and 
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Spinola, 215, Maritime enterpriae, 
2l7. Disgraceful naval affair, 219, 
Negotiatians for peace, 221, As. 
sembly of ambassadors, 223. A 
twelve years’ trtipe, 227. Religious 
dissensions, 231, Expiration of the 
twelve years’ truce, 243. War in 
Germany, 245. Naval success, 25,3. 
Naval success of the republic, 257. 
Civil wars in England, 259. Fi- 
nancial embarrassments, 261. Li. 
terature and the arts, 2fi5. Com- 
merce, 2f)7. Manners of the people, 
269. Naval war with England, 
274. The navigation act, 27.5. 
Naval suL’cessea, 279. Hostilities 
renewed, 281, The French invade 
Holland, 28,5. Hcdland perseveres 
in the contest with France, 288. 
Engli.sh revolution, 29,3, War re. 
newed, Seven years’ war, .309. 
Peace with England, 310. Dis- 
content in Belgium, 313. Insur- 
rection and confederation, 31.5, 
War between France and Austria, 
317. Belgium a French province, 
319 Abolition of the office and 
title of stadth older, .320 Decline 
of the French power, 32.5. Restor- 
ation of the prince of Orange, 327. 
New constitution, 317. 

Nimeguen, peace of, 2,S9. 

Nieuport, battle of, 209 

Nunnan.s, not renowned before the 
time of Charlemagne, 2.3 Forma- 
tion of the Monarchy, 339, 

0 . 

Orange, prince of, William I. of 
Nassau, o]iposition of, to Granvelle, 
94 Opposition of, to the views of 
Philip, 9.9 Is sont to appease the 
confederates, 111. .Summons his 
bnsther liouis, counts Egmont, 
Horn, and Hoogstraeten, to a con- 
ference at Termonde, 120. Re. 
fu.scs the new oath of allegiance, 
and retires to Germany, 124. Op- 

E osition to Alva’s tyranny, 131. 

lefeatcd by Alva, and retires to 
France, 133. Returns tn Brabant, 
137. Relieves the inhabitants of 
Leyden by destroying the besieg. 
ing army with an inundation of 
the ooean, 14.3, Policy of, with 
queen Elizabeth, 143. Sends an 
admonitory memorial to the 
Btates-gonoral, 151. Made go- 
vernor of Brabant, 1.53. Draws 
up the basis of a treaty for Ma- 
thias’s acceptance, 155. Assembles 
the states.gencral to abjure the 
dominion of Spain, 131. Answers 
Philip’s edict, 163, Shot in the 


head by an aMaisin, 166. His re- 
covery, 167. Protects the duke of 
Anjou from public reprobation — 
retires to Zealand, 16.9. Hisdeath, 
172. 

Ostend, siege of, 212. 

P. 

Paris, treaty of, 338. 

Parma, duchew of, retirement of, 
128. 

Parma, prince oC marriage of, 102. 
Succeeds don John, 159 Raises 
the siege of Cambray, 164. Be- 
siege.s Antwerp, 177. Summoned 
to France, 188. Defeats Henry 
VI., 189. Retires to Spa, and is 
again summoned to France, 190. 
His death, IPl 

Philip the Fair, 38. 

Philip the Bold, 4.3. 

Philip of Clevc.s, 62, 

Philip of Burgundy, .50. Called the 
Good, v51. Death of, 52. 

Philip II. ofSpain,78 Ferocitynf, 
80. Policy of, 81. His war with 
Henry II, of France and pope 
Paul IV,, 82. His intrigues tor 
despotic power, 84. Dpj^sed by 
the states, 87 Orders the edicts 
again.st heresy to be put in execu- 
tion, .90 Duplicity of, 100. Es- 
tablishes the inquisition, 101. 
Abolishes the inquisition, 114. 
Vindictiveness and duplicity of, 
119. Influences persons to at- 
tempt the assassination of the 
prince of Orange, 166. Negotiates 
for peace with France, 197. His 
death, 199. 

Picaroons, the, 192. 

Plague, the, breaks out, 141. 

Pragmatic sanction, 304. 

Pyrenees, peace of the, 279. 

Q> 

Quatre Bras, battle of, 347. 

R. 

Radbod king of the Prisons, 15. 

Reformation, causes of its progress 
being checked, 93. 

Reformer.s divided into Anabaptists, 
Calvinists, and Lutherans, 110. 
Meet in every direction in arms, 
111. Send an address to the go- 

. vernant, 113. Compromise of, 
107 Erect wooden churche^ 119. 

Reginald and Lambert. [See Lam- 
betr). 

Requesens successor to Alva, 139. 
Defeat of, 140. Sells his plate to 
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pay the arrean of the soldiery, 
141. Mutinous state of his army, 
143. Fixes on Zealand as the 
scene of an expedition, 143. His 
death. 144. 

Richelieu, cardinal, death of, QBQ. 

Richilde, countess, 29. Defeat of, 
30. 

Robert count of Namur, 25. 

Robert the FrisMi, SO. 

Rubens, 266. 

Ryhove, death of, 170- 

Ryswiefc, peace of, 295. 

S. 

Saxons, '{^eponderating power of, 12. 

Schwarzeknberg, 104. 

Schenck, Martin, 187- His death, 
188. 

Sidney, Sir Philip, 182- His death, 
183, 

Spinola takes the field again-st prince 
Maurice, 215, Sent with 2(),fK)0 
men to support the duke of Neu- 
bourg, 229. Defeat of, 246. Called 
to the command of the Spanish 
troops in Italy, 253. 

Stoutenbourg, William van, his 
revengeful plot against prince 
Maurice, 247. His escape to Brus- 
sels, 24a 

Strieker, Herman, 111. 

T. 

Termonde, conference at, 121. 

Thierry, Count, governs the western 
extremity of Friesland, 27, Takes 
(iodfrev prisoner, 28. 

TYees nfUpslal, the, 31. 

Tromp, Van, victory of, 257. Naval 
engagement of, with admiral 
Blake, 275. His death, 277. 

U. 

Utrecht, union of, 1.59, 

Utrecht, peace of, 303. 


V. 

Valenciennes, siege of, 122. Surren- 
der of, 123. 

Vanderdoes, Jean, burgomaster of 
Leyden, 142. 

Vander Noot establishes a com- 
mittee at Breda, 514. His flight, 
316. 

Vervlns, peace of, 1.08. 

Viglius president of the privy coun- 
cil, 90. Opposes the rapacity of 
Alva, 134. 

Vonck aids the cause of constitu- 
tional freedom, 314. 

W. 

Waterloo, battle of, 348. 

Westphalia, peace of, 264, 

William the Bastard of Normandy, 
supplied with men and ships by 
Flanders, for the conquest of Eng- 
land, 28. 

William Frederick count of Nassau 
attempts to gain possession of 
Amsterdam, 272. His death, 273. 

William V. proclaimed stadtholdpr, 
308. Installation and marriage 
of, .309. 

William prince of Orange saves 
his country, 286. Marriage of, 
289. Invades England, and is 
made king, 293. His inveterate 
hostility to Louis XIV., 294. His 
death, 297. 

Willebrod, St, success as a mis- 
sionary, 16. 

Witikind first azing or judge, 16. 

William T. prince sovereign of the 
Netherlands, 33G. 

Y. 

York, duke of, 318. Defeated by 
rVehegru, 319. 

Z. 

Zuriczec admits to surrender, 146L 


THE END. 
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